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�Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �T�\�Z�[�� �I�L�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �I�L�M�V�Y�L��
�[�O�H�[�� �[�P�T�L���� �;�O�L�� �Ä�S�P�U�N�� �V�M�� �[�O�P�Z��
�Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �K�V�L�Z�� �U�V�[�� �V�M�� �P�[�Z�L�S�M��
authorize the use in this state 
�V�M�� �H�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L�� �P�U��
�]�P�V�S�H�[�P�V�U���V�M���[�O�L���Y�P�N�O�[�Z���V�M���H�U�V�[�O�L�Y��
�[�V�� �H�� �[�Y�H�K�L�T�H�Y�R�� �V�Y�� �[�Y�H�K�L�� �U�H�T�L��
�\�U�K�L�Y���M�L�K�L�Y�H�S�����Z�[�H�[�L�����V�Y���J�V�T�T�V�U��
�S�H�^�����Z�L�L���Z�L�J�[�P�V�U���������������,�;���:�,�8������
�I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���H�U�K���W�Y�V�M�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z���J�V�K�L����
�0�� �K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�� �[�O�H�[�� �H�S�S�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�P�U�� �[�O�P�Z�� �:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �P�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �H�U�K��
�J�V�Y�Y�L�J�[���� ���(���� �9�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �^�O�V��
�K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�Z�� �H�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�^�O�P�J�O�� �O�L�� �V�Y�� �Z�O�L�� �R�U�V�^�Z�� �[�V�� �I�L��
�M�H�S�Z�L�����P�Z���N�\�P�S�[�`���V�M���H���J�Y�P�T�L
�;�O�P�Z�� �Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �L�_�W�P�Y�L�Z�� �V�U�� �(�W�Y�P�S��
����������������

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Apr 29, May 6, 13, 20, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B2164
�+�V�P�U�N���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���H�Z�!��

D’ LADY ALTERATIONS at 
���������� �)�9�<�5�+�(�.�,�� �3�5������
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
�4�H�P�S�P�U�N�� �(�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z�!�� ���������� ���:�;��
ST APT C, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
� ��������
County: Kern
�-�\�S�S���U�H�T�L���V�M���Y�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[���Z���!��
MA. ISABEL ARCINIEGA GARCIA 
�H�[�� ���������� ���:�;�� �:�;�� �(�7�;�� �*����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
�;�O�L�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �P�Z�� �J�V�U�K�\�J�[�L�K�� �I�`�!��
�H�U���0�U�K�P�]�P�K�\�H�S
SIGNED: MA. ISABEL ARCINIEGA 
GARCIA
�;�O�L�� �Y�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �J�V�T�T�L�U�J�L�K�� �[�V��
�[�Y�H�U�Z�H�J�[�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �\�U�K�L�Y�� �[�O�L��
�Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L�� �V�Y��
�U�H�T�L�Z�� �S�P�Z�[�L�K�� �H�I�V�]�L�� �V�U�!�� �(�W�Y�P�S�� ������
��������
�;�O�P�Z�� �Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �^�P�[�O�� �[�O�L��
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
�(�W�Y�P�S����������������
�(�0�4�,�,���?�����,�:�7�0�5�6�A�(
County Clerk
By: S CEJA,
Deputy
�;�O�P�Z�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �5�H�T�L��
�:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �L�_�W�P�Y�L�Z�� �Ä�]�L�� �`�L�H�Y�Z��
�M�Y�V�T�� �[�O�L�� �K�H�[�L�� �P�[�� �^�H�Z�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �P�U��
�[�O�L�� �*�V�\�U�[�`�� �*�S�L�Y�R�»�Z�� �6�I�J�L���� �(��
�U�L�^�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L��
�Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �T�\�Z�[�� �I�L�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �I�L�M�V�Y�L��
�[�O�H�[�� �[�P�T�L���� �;�O�L�� �Ä�S�P�U�N�� �V�M�� �[�O�P�Z��
�Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �K�V�L�Z�� �U�V�[�� �V�M�� �P�[�Z�L�S�M��
authorize the use in this state 
�V�M�� �H�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L�� �P�U��
�]�P�V�S�H�[�P�V�U���V�M���[�O�L���Y�P�N�O�[�Z���V�M���H�U�V�[�O�L�Y��
�[�V�� �H�� �[�Y�H�K�L�T�H�Y�R�� �V�Y�� �[�Y�H�K�L�� �U�H�T�L��
�\�U�K�L�Y���M�L�K�L�Y�H�S�����Z�[�H�[�L�����V�Y���J�V�T�T�V�U��
�S�H�^�����Z�L�L���Z�L�J�[�P�V�U���������������,�;���:�,�8������
�I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���H�U�K���W�Y�V�M�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z���J�V�K�L����
�0�� �K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�� �[�O�H�[�� �H�S�S�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�P�U�� �[�O�P�Z�� �:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �P�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �H�U�K��
�J�V�Y�Y�L�J�[���� ���(���� �9�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �^�O�V��
�K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�Z�� �H�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�^�O�P�J�O�� �O�L�� �V�Y�� �Z�O�L�� �R�U�V�^�Z�� �[�V�� �I�L��
�M�H�S�Z�L�����P�Z���N�\�P�S�[�`���V�M���H���J�Y�P�T�L
�;�O�P�Z�� �Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �L�_�W�P�Y�L�Z�� �V�U�� �(�W�Y�P�S��
��������������

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Apr 29, May 6, 13, 20, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B2260
�+�V�P�U�N���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���H�Z�!��

SUNRISE BOWL CO. �H�[�� � ��������
�*�6�3�-�(�?�� �*�;������ �)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+����
�*�(��� ��������
�4�H�P�S�P�U�N���(�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z�!���Z�H�T�L
County: Kern

�-�\�S�S���U�H�T�L���V�M���Y�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[���Z���!��
TRISHA RENNAE POFFENBERGER 
�H�[�� � �������� �*�6�3�-�(�?�� �*�;������
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
�;�O�L�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �P�Z�� �J�V�U�K�\�J�[�L�K�� �I�`�!��
�H�U���0�U�K�P�]�P�K�\�H�S
SIGNED: TRISHA RENNAE 
POFFENBERGER
�;�O�L�� �Y�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �J�V�T�T�L�U�J�L�K�� �[�V��
�[�Y�H�U�Z�H�J�[�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �\�U�K�L�Y�� �[�O�L��
�Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L�� �V�Y��
�U�H�T�L�Z���S�P�Z�[�L�K���H�I�V�]�L���V�U�!���5���(
�;�O�P�Z�� �Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �^�P�[�O�� �[�O�L��
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
�(�W�Y�P�S������������������
�(�0�4�,�,���?�����,�:�7�0�5�6�A�(
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
�;�O�P�Z�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �5�H�T�L��
�:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �L�_�W�P�Y�L�Z�� �Ä�]�L�� �`�L�H�Y�Z��
�M�Y�V�T�� �[�O�L�� �K�H�[�L�� �P�[�� �^�H�Z�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �P�U��
�[�O�L�� �*�V�\�U�[�`�� �*�S�L�Y�R�»�Z�� �6�I�J�L���� �(��
�U�L�^�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L��
�Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �T�\�Z�[�� �I�L�� �Ä�S�L�K�� �I�L�M�V�Y�L��
�[�O�H�[�� �[�P�T�L���� �;�O�L�� �Ä�S�P�U�N�� �V�M�� �[�O�P�Z��
�Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �K�V�L�Z�� �U�V�[�� �V�M�� �P�[�Z�L�S�M��
authorize the use in this state 
�V�M�� �H�� �Ä�J�[�P�[�P�V�\�Z�� �I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �U�H�T�L�� �P�U��
�]�P�V�S�H�[�P�V�U���V�M���[�O�L���Y�P�N�O�[�Z���V�M���H�U�V�[�O�L�Y��
�[�V�� �H�� �[�Y�H�K�L�T�H�Y�R�� �V�Y�� �[�Y�H�K�L�� �U�H�T�L��
�\�U�K�L�Y���M�L�K�L�Y�H�S�����Z�[�H�[�L�����V�Y���J�V�T�T�V�U��
�S�H�^�����Z�L�L���Z�L�J�[�P�V�U���������������,�;���:�,�8������
�I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���H�U�K���W�Y�V�M�L�Z�Z�P�V�U�Z���J�V�K�L����
�0�� �K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�� �[�O�H�[�� �H�S�S�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�P�U�� �[�O�P�Z�� �:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �P�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �H�U�K��
�J�V�Y�Y�L�J�[���� ���(���� �9�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �^�O�V��
�K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�Z�� �H�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�^�O�P�J�O�� �O�L�� �V�Y�� �Z�O�L�� �R�U�V�^�Z�� �[�V�� �I�L��
�M�H�S�Z�L�����P�Z���N�\�P�S�[�`���V�M���H���J�Y�P�T�L
�;�O�P�Z�� �Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �L�_�W�P�Y�L�Z�� �V�U�� �(�W�Y�P�S��
����������������

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Apr 29, May 6, 13, 20, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2025-B1957

�)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �5�H�T�L�� �`�V�\�� �^�P�Z�O�� �[�V��
�H�I�H�U�K�V�U�!�� �=�0�5�,�� �0�5�:�<�9�(�5�*�,��
AGENCY
�:�[�Y�L�L�[���H�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z���V�M���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�!
������������ �9�6�:�,�+�(�3�,�� �/�0�.�/�>�(�@����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
County: Kern
�4�H�P�S�P�U�N���H�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z���V�M���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�!
�Z�H�T�L
�9�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[���Z���� �^�O�V�� �^�P�Z�O�� �[�V��
�H�I�H�U�K�V�U���[�O�L���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���U�H�T�L�!
VINE INSURANCE SERVICES LLC at 
������������ �9�6�:�,�+�(�3�,�� �/�0�.�/�>�(�@����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
�0�� �K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�� �[�O�H�[�� �H�S�S�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�P�U�� �[�O�P�Z�� �:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �P�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �H�U�K��
�J�V�Y�Y�L�J�[���� ���(�� �Y�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �^�O�V��
�K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�Z�� �H�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U����
�^�O�P�J�O�� �O�L�� �V�Y�� �Z�O�L�� �R�U�V�^�Z�� �[�V�� �I�L��
�M�H�S�Z�L���P�Z���N�\�P�S�[�`���V�M���H���J�Y�P�T�L����
�)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �^�H�Z�� �J�V�U�K�\�J�[�L�K�� �I�`�!�� �H��
�3�P�T�P�[�L�K���3�P�H�I�P�S�P�[�`���*�V�T�W�H�U�`
SIGNED: DOUGLAS GRANILLO, CEO
�;�O�P�Z���Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[���V�M���H�I�H�U�K�V�U�T�L�U�[��
�Ä�S�L�K���V�U�!���(�W�Y�P�S������������������
�(�0�4�,�,���?�����,�:�7�0�5�6�A�(
County Clerk
By: M CEJA
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Apr 29, May 6, 13, 20, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2025-B1958

�)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �5�H�T�L�� �`�V�\�� �^�P�Z�O��
�[�V�� �H�I�H�U�K�V�U�!�� �=�0�5�,�� �4�<�3�;�0��
SERVICES

�:�[�Y�L�L�[���H�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z���V�M���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�!
������������ �9�6�:�,�+�(�3�,�� �/�0�.�/�>�(�@����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
County: Kern
�4�H�P�S�P�U�N���H�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z���V�M���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�!
�Z�H�T�L
�9�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[���Z���� �^�O�V�� �^�P�Z�O�� �[�V��
�H�I�H�U�K�V�U���[�O�L���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���U�H�T�L�!
VINE INSURANCE SERVICES LLC at 
������������ �9�6�:�,�+�(�3�,�� �/�0�.�/�>�(�@����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
�0�� �K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�� �[�O�H�[�� �H�S�S�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�P�U�� �[�O�P�Z�� �:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �P�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �H�U�K��
�J�V�Y�Y�L�J�[���� ���(�� �Y�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[�� �^�O�V��
�K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�Z�� �H�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U����
�^�O�P�J�O�� �O�L�� �V�Y�� �Z�O�L�� �R�U�V�^�Z�� �[�V�� �I�L��
�M�H�S�Z�L���P�Z���N�\�P�S�[�`���V�M���H���J�Y�P�T�L����
�)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �^�H�Z�� �J�V�U�K�\�J�[�L�K�� �I�`�!�� �H��
�3�P�T�P�[�L�K���3�P�H�I�P�S�P�[�`���*�V�T�W�H�U�`
SIGNED: DOUGLAS GRANILLO, CEO
�;�O�P�Z���Z�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[���V�M���H�I�H�U�K�V�U�T�L�U�[��
�Ä�S�L�K���V�U�!���(�W�Y�P�S������������������
�(�0�4�,�,���?�����,�:�7�0�5�6�A�(
County Clerk
By: M CEJA
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Apr 29, May 6, 13, 20, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2025-B1959

�)�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�� �5�H�T�L�� �`�V�\�� �^�P�Z�O�� �[�V��
�H�I�H�U�K�V�U�!�� �=�0�5�,�� �0�5�:�<�9�(�5�*�,��
SERVICES
�:�[�Y�L�L�[���H�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z���V�M���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�!
������������ �9�6�:�,�+�(�3�,�� �/�0�.�/�>�(�@����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
County: Kern
�4�H�P�S�P�U�N���H�K�K�Y�L�Z�Z���V�M���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z�!
�Z�H�T�L
�9�L�N�P�Z�[�Y�H�U�[���Z���� �^�O�V�� �^�P�Z�O�� �[�V��
�H�I�H�U�K�V�U���[�O�L���I�\�Z�P�U�L�Z�Z���U�H�T�L�!
VINE INSURANCE SERVICES LLC at 
������������ �9�6�:�,�+�(�3�,�� �/�0�.�/�>�(�@����
�)�(�2�,�9�:�-�0�,�3�+�����*�(��� ��������
�0�� �K�L�J�S�H�Y�L�� �[�O�H�[�� �H�S�S�� �P�U�M�V�Y�T�H�[�P�V�U��
�P�U�� �[�O�P�Z�� �:�[�H�[�L�T�L�U�[�� �P�Z�� �[�Y�\�L�� �H�U�K��
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Andrea and Jamal McCaskey met at a special Fifth Sunday service at Sixth Avenue Baptist Church. The 
couple married in 1992. (Provided)

By Mia Watkins
The Birmingham Times

Andrea & Jamal McCaskey
Live: Irondale
Married: September 25, 1992
Met: Meeting each other almost didn’t happen 

for the McCaskeys. The two met entirely by chance 
at a special Fifth Sunday service at Sixth Avenue 
Baptist Church.

“It was a Sunday that I almost didn’t go,” said 
Jamal. “I’d been out partying all night. I decided 
to get up and go to church, and she just happened 
to come in and sit next to me. I noticed she was 
a visitor, and we struck up a conversation. After 
church, I saw her in the parking lot, and we talked 
some more and exchanged numbers.”

Andrea remembers it a little differently.
“He gave you the short version,” she laughed. 

“It was Fifth Sunday in August 1991. On Fifth 
Sunday, the male chorus sings, and so every female 
in Birmingham and all the surrounding counties 
came to church that day. By the time I got there, 
I had to park in the neighborhood somewhere. I 
walked into the church and ended up sitting in 
the back. He came and sat by me; I did not sit by 
him. He did notice that I had a visitor card. After 
church, he said, ‘Hey, I notice you have a visitor 
card. I usually go to some restaurant to eat. Would 
you like to eat?’ I was like, ‘Yeah, I would love to, 
but I have family at home. I’m not able to go this 
Sunday. Thank you for asking.’ He leaves.’”

Andrea said she was actually visiting the church 
to meet someone else.

“The reason I even came to church that Sunday 
was because a student that I’d been working with 
said, ‘Hey, I have someone I want you to meet.’ I 
go to church and wait for my student to show up 
so that he can introduce me to whoever this is that 
he wants me to meet. Well, I waited for about 10 
minutes, and he never showed up. So, I got out into 
the parking lot and ran into Jamal again, and Mayor 
Arrington was there campaigning, so we struck up a 
conversation ‘Hey, are you going to vote for Mayor 
Arrington.’ ‘No, I don’t live in the city limits, what 
about you?’ ‘I don’t live in the city limits either.’ 
Well, we learned that we lived about a half mile 
from each other on 280. We exchanged numbers, 
and he called me the next Tuesday.  He always says 
he wanted to make me wait a couple of days.”

First date: The two don’t remember the details 
of their first date besides eating at Ruby Tuesday’s, 
but they remember what led up to the date and 
how they felt about each other.

“The Tuesday that he called, he asked me what 
I was doing, and I had just moved to Birmingham 
the month before,” she recalled. “When they 
hooked up my washer, they installed the hot water 
to the cold water and the cold water to the hot 
water. I was trying to use some tool that wasn’t the 
correct tool to make the change. He said, ‘Oh, I 
have the tool that you need. I’ve got a meeting to 
go to, but I can drop the tool off.’ He came and 
dropped the wrench or whatever it was, and that 
was the first time we saw each other after church.

Andrea remembers finding Jamal intriguing.
“The things I remember about him are that he 

was someone who was interesting to talk to,” she 
said. “He could talk about current events, he could 
talk about himself and things that he liked. He had 
a job. He had a car and he had his own place to live. 
All of those things were important.”

Jamal remembers finding Andrea intriguing 
too.

“She seemed very professional,” he said. “She 
kind of struck me as a person who I would want to 
get to know more about.”

The turn: Jamal remembers telling his brother 
that Andrea was the one.

“We used to joke about ‘this is the one, this is 
the one,” he said. “One day, I said to him that she 
might be the one.”

Andrea said it didn’t take her long to realize 
Jamal was her person.

“I probably knew pretty quickly,” she said. 
“Both of us were a little older. We were both 29 at 
the time. I had dated my fair share of knuckleheads, 
and I could tell he was not a knucklehead. I was 
probably all in from the beginning. One thing that 
I’ll always remember is that most of my friends 
who came from Nashville to visit me or called from 
Nashville would spend more time talking to him 
than they would talk to me. He was always able to 
just be a good friend to all my friends.”

Jamal said he could tell a lot about Andrea 
from her friend group.

“I’ve always heard that you look at people’s 
friends, you could tell a lot about them,” he said. “I 
could tell that her friends liked her a lot and were 
the kind of people I want to be around, too. That 

was a plus in my book.”
Jamal said his favorite thing about Andrea is 

her conviction.
“She speaks her mind, she says what she 

believes and she doesn’t tell you one thing and 
mean something else,” he said.

The proposal: The two got engaged in January 
of 1992 on MLK Day.

“He had been out chopping wood, I don’t 
even know why he was out cutting down wood,” 
she remembered. The apartment I was in had a 
wood-burning fireplace, so he brought some wood 
to me for the fireplace. After he came in, he said, 
‘Hey, what would you say if I asked you to marry 
me?’ I said, ‘Don’t play with me because I ain’t to 
be played with with that question.’ I told him, ‘If 
you’re serious, then, yes, I will marry you.’”

Jamal said he doesn’t remember chopping 
wood, but he does remember not being nervous to 
propose.

“I don’t remember bringing wood, and I 
certainly don’t remember chopping,” he said. “That 
was the day I decided that this was the one, and it 
was time to make a move. I was confident in myself 
and her answer. I knew she would say yes. I don’t 
mean sound conceited, but we had spent a lot of 
time together during that time period.”

The wedding: The wedding took place at 
Andreas’s home church in Nashville. It was presided 
over by Dr. Clement Fugh and her childhood pastor, 
Reverend Reed, who travelled from Indianapolis to 
marry the McCaskeys.

Their colors were peach, cream and a medium 
shade of blue. The church was filled with loved ones 
from both their life in Birmingham and from her 
hometown of Nashville.

“The church was full, and it was just a beautiful 
ceremony,” she said. “It was just a beautiful time.

Andrea said the memory from that day that 
she still carries is what Jamal said when she reached 
him at the altar.

“When I got down the aisle and got to where 
he was, he said, ‘You look so beautiful,’” she said. “I 
have remembered that all these years.

Jamal just remembers it being a happy day.
“I remember winking at her mom,” he said. 

“I remember smiling when Andrea came down the 
aisle.   I remember a spring in my step the whole 
day. It was just a great day.”

The honeymoon: The two went on a cruise to 
the Bahamas for their honeymoon, a trip they are 
about to recreate.

“We did a ballroom dancing class, that’s the 
one thing I remember about it,” Andrea said.

Jamal said they met other married couples who 
shared pearls of wisdom.

They brought back a memento, a Lladro 
figurine of a Black bride and groom, to remember 
the occasion.

Words of wisdom: Andrea said that newer 
couples should keep in mind that love is an action.

“Love is more than a feeling,” she said. “Yes, 
there are days when we disagree and days when we 
just like, ’Who are you and what have you done 
with the person I married?’ And you continue to 
work. Do the work, put in the work and remember 
what it is that’s important.”

Jamal agreed.
“Keep the main thing the main thing,” he said. 

“You’ve got to find somebody who’s a friend, not 
just feeling butterflies in your stomach. You need 
somebody you can match you.”

Happily ever after: The McCaskeys have two 
adult children: a 29-year-old son who lives in 
Grayson Valley with his wife of two years, and a 
27-year-old daughter who lives in Brooklyn, New 
York. Andrea is a retired HR professional who 
worked for the Inroads and Momentum programs. 
Jamal is a retired Deputy Chief of the Birmingham 
Police Department. He now works in real estate.

“You Had Me at Hello’’ highlights married 
couples and the love that binds them. If you would 
like to be considered for a future “Hello’’ column, 
or know someone, please send nominations 
to editor@birminghamtimes.com. Include the 
couple’s name, contact number(s) and what makes 
their love story unique.

‘I Was Confident in Myself 
and Her Answer. I Knew She 
Would Say Yes … We Had 
Spent a Lot of Time Together’
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Mayor Brandon M. Scott’s administration is call-
ing for a review of Inspector General Isabel Cum-
ming’s online conduct after she shared a YouTube 
video that depicted the mayor smoking a cigar 
and holding what appears to be luxury shopping 
bags and an alcoholic drink. The request comes 
as Cumming sues the mayor and Baltimore City 
Council over blocked access to certain city records. 
Credit: Facebook screenshot

By Megan Sayles
AFRO Staff Writer msayles@afro.com

A senior aide to Mayor Brandon M. Scott sent 
a letter to the Baltimore City Ethics Board and 
the Office of Inspector General’s (OIG) Advisory 
Board on April 21, calling for a review of Inspector 
General Isabel Cumming’s online conduct. In the 
letter, Chief of Staff John David Merrill denounced 
an April 20 Facebook post from the inspector 
general’s account that shared a YouTube video with 
an AI-generated thumbnail of Scott.

Mayor Brandon M. Scott’s administration 
is calling for a review of Inspector General Isabel 
Cumming’s online conduct after she shared a 
YouTube video that depicted the mayor smoking 
a cigar and holding what appears to be luxury 
shopping bags and an alcoholic drink. The request 
comes as Cumming sues the mayor and Baltimore 
City Council over blocked access to certain city 
records. Credit: Facebook screenshot

The image portrayed the mayor smoking 
a cigar, holding a seemingly   alcoholic drink and 
clutching luxury shopping bags. It also depicted a 
notice of the city’s bank account being overdrawn.

Sign up for our Daily eBlast to get coverage on 
Black communities from the media company who 
has been doing it right for over 133 years.

The clash comes as Cumming and Scott engage 
in a legal dispute over the IG’s access to city records, 
particularly those related to the Mayor’s Office of 
Neighborhood Safety and Engagement (MONSE). 
On April 17, a Baltimore City Circuit judge denied 
the city’s motion to disqualify Cumming’s private 
attorneys in her lawsuit against the mayor and 
Baltimore City Council.

“We are cognizant of the ongoing context in 
which both the Scott Administration and the OIG 
are currently operating, including active litigation. 

While we may have differences around what 
constitutes lawful access to City documents and the 
City’s responsibility to follow state law, there is an 
appropriate way to resolve those differences through 
our traditional governmental processes,” Merrill 
wrote in the letter. “However, while those processes 

unfold, there is simply no place in our civic life for 
public officials to elevate the kind of vile, racist and 
caricatural content like what IG Cumming shared 
on her social media.”

The video posted by Cumming was entitled, 
“Baltimore Mayor is in Big Trouble After Losing 
in Court Exposes His $4.5 Million Office Power 
Grab.” In it, YouTuber Hannibal Darby—known 
as Hannibal Is Hungry—criticized the mayor’s 
addition of 16 positions to his office within his 
preliminary budget for fiscal year 2027.

Darby, known for his watchdog-style content 
about government officials, compared Baltimore’s 
proposed staffing level of 134 positions in the mayor’s 
office to those of larger cities, including 96 positions 
in Philadelphia and 94 in Los Angeles—arguing that 
Baltimore’s mayoral staff would be unusually large 
by comparison. The creator also raised concerns 
about the inclusion of privately funded positions 
within the mayor’s office, questioning whether they 
could be subject to outside influence.

Scott addressed the proposed staffing expansion 
during a budget meeting on April 22, saying that 
eight of the 16 positions are not funded by city 
taxpayers but instead supported through grants.

According to the preliminary budget, those 
positions include one supported by the city’s Opioid 
Restitution Fund and seven funded through a grant 
from Bloomberg Philanthropies to support the city’s 
Innovation Team (i-Team). The Baltimore i-Team 
operates as part of a nationwide initiative supported 
by Bloomberg Philanthropies and focuses on 
initiatives related to vacancy prevention and public 
safety recruitment and retention.

The budget also notes that some of the roles 
reflect internal staffing changes, including the 
transition of part-time positions into full-time roles 
within the Mayor’s Office of African American Male 

Engagement.
During the budget meeting, Scott said his 

administration continues to pursue a mix of funding 
sources to support city operations and initiatives.

“We take managing the city’s taxpayer dollars 
very seriously. We make sure that we bring things 
in house when we need to, but the strategy that we 
have always and will continue to have is to make 
sure that we can get investment in any way that we 
can to make the city of Baltimore a better place,” 
said Scott. “That includes going on to seek grants 
and other funding for what is happening in the city 
of Baltimore.”

When Cumming shared Darby’s video on 
Facebook she included a caption that read: “A friend 
sent me this very interesting video from YouTube—
ties many things together.” The inspector general 
has since removed the post from her profile.

In a statement sent to the AFRO on April 22, 
Cumming issued an apology, saying she did not 
realize the image of Mayor Scott was created by AI. 

“I shared a link to third-party video 
commentary on current events on my personal 
Facebook account. That video included a satirical, 
AI-generated digital image that I did not notice 
and do not endorse or support. I removed the video 
from my personal Facebook post upon receiving 
feedback,” said Cumming. “I apologize to Mayor 
Scott, my dedicated OIG team and the residents 
of Baltimore City. This post detracted from the 
important mission of the OIG to investigate waste, 
financial abuse and fraud. It will not happen again.”

Scott’s administration has called for a review 
of whether Cumming’s online conduct violated 
ethical standards related to professionalism and 
impartiality and whether any corrective action is 
needed to ensure fairness and objectivity within the 
OIG.

Mayor’s Office Seeks Ethics Review of IG’s Social 
Media Post Amid Ongoing Legal Dispute

Wednesdays at Sloss Furnace are dedicated to education. (Sloss Furnace)

Students observe and learn about the historical 
significance of Sloss Furnaces during their visit.

If you think Sloss Furnaces is only a place 
to visit on special occasions, here’s a little insider 
knowledge: Every Wednesday, the historic site 
comes alive with the energy of students discovering 
Birmingham’s roots in a hands-on, unforgettable 
way.Learning Where It Actually Happened

There’s something powerful about standing in 
the very place where history unfolded. For students 
visiting Sloss Furnaces on field trips, this isn’t 
just another lesson from a textbook, it’s a full-on 
experience.

They walk beneath towering iron structures, 
see the massive furnaces up close, and learn how 
raw materials were transformed into the iron that 
helped build a city. It’s immersive, a little gritty, and 
way more memorable than reading about it in class.

Why Wednesdays Matter
Wednesdays at Sloss are dedicated to education. 

School groups from across the region come through 
the gates to explore everything from industrial 
science to local history. Guided tours break down 
complex processes like how blast furnaces worked 
into engaging, easy-to-understand stories.

And it’s not just about machinery. Students 
also learn about the people behind the industry, 
the workers, the challenges they faced, and the role 
Sloss played in shaping Birmingham’s identity.

More Than a Field Trip
What makes these visits special is how they 

connect the past to the present. Kids don’t just hear 
about Birmingham becoming the “Magic City”—
they see why it happened.

Students watch as talented metal artists pour 
their artwork in molten iron and prepare it for 
students to take home the same day. For many 
students, it’s their first time realizing that history 
isn’t distant or abstract. It’s local. It’s tangible. It’s 
right here.

While weekends and events often get the 
spotlight, these midweek field trips are a reminder 
that Sloss Furnaces is an active learning space year-
round. It’s not just preserved history. It is a place 
where new generations come to understand and 
appreciate it.

So next time you’re nearby on a Wednesday, 
don’t be surprised to see groups of students exploring, 
asking questions, and maybe even imagining what it 
was like when the furnaces first roared to life.

A Hidden Gem in Action
While weekends and events often get the 

spotlight, these midweek field trips are a reminder 
that Sloss Furnaces is an active learning space year-
round. It’s not just preserved history. It is a place 
where new generations come to understand and 
appreciate it.

So next time you’re nearby on a Wednesday, 
don’t be surprised to see groups of students exploring, 
asking questions, and maybe even imagining what it 
was like when the furnaces first roared to life.

Home schools, Private schools, and Public 

schools groups are welcome. Tours and Pours are 
free for Birmingham City Schools. Educators, email 
Sloss Furnaces Historian, Ty Malugani to schedule 
your school tour.

Midweek Magic: How Sloss Furnaces 
Brings History to Life for Students

By Antonio Ray Harvey
California Black Media

A bill authored by Sen. Akilah Weber Pierson 
(D-San Diego) aimed at reforming California’s gang 
databases — primarily the CalGang system — has 
advanced out of the Senate Public Safety Committee 
with a 5-1 vote.

Senate Bill (SB) 1210, introduced by the chair 
of the California Legislative Black Caucus (CLBC), 
seeks to address systemic inaccuracies, racial bias, 
and a lack of transparency that, according to the 
author, jeopardize the civil liberties of thousands 
of Californians — particularly Black and Latino 
individuals. 

The measure now heads to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee for consideration. 

“SB 1210 amends the Penal Code to make 
all gang databases, regardless of whether they are 
shared or not, subject to the Legislature’s previous 
and active reforms, including the Department of 
Justice’s oversight and regulations,” Weber Pierson 
said.

A key provision of the bill removes the 
restrictive term “shared gang database,” ensuring 
that state regulations apply to all gang databases, 
including those not accessed by external agencies. 
The legislation would require full compliance with 
Department of Justice regulations by Jan. 1, 2027.

The bill builds on findings from a 2016 state 
audit, requested by then-Assemblymember and 

current Secretary of State Shirley Weber, which 
identified widespread inaccuracies and weak 
oversight in shared gang databases.

Audits of the CalGang system revealed that 
law enforcement agencies relied on unreliable 
data, failed to purge records after five years, and 
included individuals without sufficient evidence. 
The database even listed toddlers “as young as three 
years old,” Weber Pierson said.

Following reforms that mandated audits for 
shared databases, some agencies shifted to internal 
systems not subject to the same level of oversight. 
Weber Pierson said SB 1210 is designed to close 
those loopholes by requiring all databases to meet 
the standards established under AB 90, the Fair 
and Accurate Gang Database Act of 2017.

“Being wrongfully placed in a gang database 
can have serious life-altering consequences, which 
is why the audit became an issue in the first place,” 
Weber Pierson said. “Including police scrutiny, 
higher bail, harsher sentencing through gang 
enhancement, barriers to employment, and now the 
risk of deportation.”

According to the California Department of 
Justice’s 9th Annual Report, the CalGang database 
contained 9,948 records as of Sept. 30, 2025. That 
figure represents a significant decline from earlier 
years, when the database held more than 100,000 
records. Between 2017 and 2022, CalGang 
identified disparities in 103,840 entries.

The database is 94% male and disproportionately 
composed of Latinos (66%) and Black individuals 
(23%).

“Unfortunately, we are now seeing many law 
enforcement agencies that have chosen to disregard 
the legislature’s reforms by ending their relationships 
with the use of CalGang,” Weber Pierson said. 
“The number of law enforcement agencies entering 
records into CalGang has dropped from 214 to just 
19. There is no evidence that these agencies stopped 
gang intelligence altogether.”

Opponents of the bill, including the California 
Police Chiefs Association (CPCA), argue that the 
measure could hinder law enforcement efforts.

Jonathan Feldman, a legislative advocate for 
CPCA, told the Senate Public Safety Committee 
that gang databases provide officers with 
immediate access to critical information, including 
photographs, tattoos, vehicle descriptions, and 
known associates. He said the tools are essential for 
tracing suspects, identifying victims, and supporting 
criminal investigations.

“I understand the shift to the local databases, 
not as an attempt to circumvent the oversight, 
but in terms of doing active investigations and 
needing to record that information on a daily basis,” 
Feldman said. “There is a need to develop those 
leads, collect that information without going into a 
formal database system.”

Feldman added, “I do think it’s difficult to take 

those AB 90 CalGang standards and apply them to 
all gang databases. A lot of these are informal, in 
process, and developing investigations.”

Supporters of the bill argue that disparities 
in the database reflect broader systemic issues. 
According to the Department of Justice, Black 
individuals are disproportionately represented due 
to factors such as concentrated policing in minority 
communities, subjective inclusion criteria, and data 
inaccuracies.

Weber Pierson also shared a personal account 
during the hearing, noting that her brother, who is 
6 feet and 5 inches tall, was nearly added to the gang 
database in San Diego based solely on his race and 
physical appearance. 

“He has never been affiliated with a gang in his 
life,” Weber Pierson said.

Sean Garcia-Leys, executive director of the 
Peace and Justice Law Center in Santa Ana, testified 
in support of the bill, noting that compliance with 
oversight requirements is feasible.

“Many others have opted out to avoid 
oversight,” Garcia-Leys said. “SB 1210 addresses 
this gap. It does not expand the law or rebalance 
public safety and civil rights. It simply ensures that 
all gang databases share their local (data), according 
to the standards the Legislature sets.”

Senate Advances Weber Pierson’s Bill to Reform Gang Databases
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 Suspect in White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner 
Shooting Is From SoCal

A Southern California man is in custody after a 
shooting incident late Saturday at the White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner.   

The incident disrupted one of the nation’s most 
high-profile gatherings of journalists and political 
leaders celebrating the First Amendment, freedom 
of the press and raising money for journalism 
scholarships. 

Authorities identified the suspect as Cole 
Tomas Allen, 31, of Torrance. Federal officials 
said Allen allegedly traveled from the Los Angeles 
area to Chicago by train and then continued on 
to Washington, D.C., in the days leading up to 
the incident. Investigators are now examining his 
background, travel history, and any potential ties or 
motivations connected to California.

According to officials, Allen was armed with 
a shotgun, a handgun and multiple knives when 
he charged through a security checkpoint at the 
Washington Hilton, where hundreds of attendees 
had gathered. Allen fired five to eight shots during 
the incident. One Secret Service officer was shot  but 
was protected by a bulletproof vest and is expected 
to recover.

Authorities said the suspect appeared to be 
targeting members of the administration of Donald 
Trump, and possibly Trump himself, though 
officials cautioned that the information remains 
preliminary. Allen is currently not cooperating with 
investigators.

U.S. Attorney for the District of Columbia 
Jeanine Pirro said Allen will face multiple federal 
charges, including two counts of using a firearm 
during a crime of violence and one count of assault 
on a federal officer using a dangerous weapon.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom responded to 
the incident, emphasizing the importance of press 
freedom and public safety.

 “Relieved everyone at the White House 
Correspondents’ Dinner is safe tonight based on 
initial reports,” Newsom posted on the social media 
platform X. “A free press is foundational to our 
country. Violence is never acceptable.”

The annual dinner, attended by political leaders, 
media figures and celebrities, was interrupted as 
security quickly moved attendees to safety. Federal 
agencies continue to investigate the suspect’s 
motives, including any ideological influences or 
connections stemming from his time in Southern 
California.

Allen, a 2017 graduate of Caltech, worked 
at C2 Education, a private tutoring and test-prep 
firm in Torrance. As of press time, California 
Black Media could not confirm whether he is still 
employed with the organization. 

Your Vote in 2026: 
California Dem Party 
Releases New Poll Results 
on Gov’s Race; 20% Still 
Undecided 

The California Democratic Party (CADEM) 
has released a new tracking poll showing a tight 
and uncertain race for California governor, with 
Republicans leading in early polling and Democrats 
divided across a crowded field.

The California VOTER Index survey, 
conducted by EVITARUS, a firm led by Black and 
Latina women, surveyed 1,200 likely voters from 
April 15–17. The poll found Republican candidates 
Steve Hilton and Chad Bianco holding the top two 
spots. 

Sacramento political insiders acknowledge that 
the GOP lead highlights a key risk for Democrats 
under the state’s primary system, where the top two 
finishers advance regardless of party.

The poll’s findings point to a central issue 
shaping the race: too many Democratic candidates 
splitting support, according to state Party leadership. 
Party Chair Rusty Hicks urged candidates to 
reconsider their campaigns as voting approaches.

“I continue to believe there are too many 
Democrats in the field,” said Hicks, calling on 
lower-polling candidates to assess whether they have 
a viable path forward.

Among Democrats, the survey showed 
movement. Xavier Becerra rose from 4% to 13%, 
tying with Tom Steyer for third place. Meanwhile, 
support for Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-CA-14) dropped 
sharply, falling from 12% to less than 1% after he 
exited the race.

The share of undecided voters also declined, 
from 24% to 20%, suggesting more voters are 
beginning to focus on the contest. Hicks said that 
trend is encouraging but warned it is not enough 
to secure a Democratic win in November without 
consolidation.

The survey follows earlier polls released in 
March and early April that showed similar patterns, 
with Republicans leading and Democrats trailing 
behind in a fragmented field. The research included 
outreach to Latino, Black and Asian American 
voters to improve accuracy across key groups.

Hicks also praised former State Controller 
Betty Yee, who recently suspended her campaign, 
and suggested others consider doing the same to 
strengthen the party’s chances.

With about 60 candidates on the ballot and 
mail voting set to begin in early May, the race 
remains fluid. Party officials say additional tracking 
polls will be released in the coming weeks as 
campaigns intensify, and voters prepare to make 
their final decisions.

 

From Storyboards to 
Statehouse: Black Women 
Leaders Spotlight Role 
of Culture and Media in 
Maternal Health Policy

A cross-section of policymakers, storytellers, 
and advocates gathered April 18 for a discussion on 
how media narratives shape public policy affecting 
Black maternal health.

Hosted by In Our Own Voice: National Black 
Women’s Reproductive Justice Agenda, the panel — 

From Storyboards to Statutes: How Narrative Power 
Shapes Black Maternal Health — featured Rep. 
Sydney Kamlager-Dove (D-CA-)37, writer and 
producer Mara Brock Akil, L.A. County Supervisor 
Holly Mitchell, writer Nicole Jefferson Asher, and 
Dr. Regina Davis Moss, the organization’s president 
and CEO.

Held just after Black Maternal Health Week 
(April 11–17), the conversation focused on how 
portrayals of Black women, pregnancy, and 
motherhood influence public perception — and 
ultimately, policy decisions.

“Black maternal health doesn’t exist in a 
vacuum—it’s shaped by the stories people see, hear, 
and come to believe about Black women’s lives,” 
said Davis Moss. “That’s why our Narrative Power 
for Justice Initiative is so critical… When we tell 
fuller, more truthful stories, we don’t just transform 
culture—we lay the groundwork for policies that 
truly reflect and protect our communities.”

The event highlighted the organization’s 
Narrative Power for Justice Initiative (NPJI), a multi-
year effort aimed at reshaping how Black maternal 
health and reproductive justice are understood 
through research, storytelling, and advocacy.

Panelists emphasized the link between cultural 
representation and legislative outcomes, particularly 
amid ongoing challenges to diversity, equity, and 
inclusion efforts in Hollywood.

“In my line of work, Black women are too 
often thought of last—if we’re considered at all,” 
said Kamlager-Dove. “Storytelling isn’t extra - it is 
essential… so we can drive real, informed solutions.”

Akil added, “Reproductive health begins when 
we can make women, young girls, and boys feel 
safe… When people feel seen and supported, they 
can tell the truth, grow, and make choices without 
shame.”

Through research and its Creators for Change 
Council, NPJI is working to align authentic 
storytelling with policy change, advancing more 
accurate narratives about Black life in mainstream 
media.

 

Atty. Gen. Bonta Warns 
School Districts: Act on 
Sexual Misconduct or Face 
Consequences

 
California Attorney General Rob Bonta is 

urging K-12 school districts across the state to take 
stronger action to prevent and respond to sexual 
harassment, assault, and abuse, reminding them of 
their legal obligations under state law. 

In a legal alert issued April 22, Bonta emphasized 
that schools must actively stop misconduct, address 
harm, and prevent future incidents under laws 
including the California Education Code and the 
Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act. The alert 
also coincides with the launch of a multilingual 
“Know Your Rights” resource to help families 
understand reporting processes and available 
support. 

“Sexual harassment, assault, and abuse in 
schools are far too common and completely 
unacceptable. Every student has a right to a safe 
learning environment, and it is the duty of our 
school districts — along with a moral obligation 
— to step off the sidelines and be a part of the 
solution,” said Bonta. 

The announcement comes amid troubling 
data. Nationwide, schools reported thousands 
of incidents in a single year, including 2,700 
sexual assaults and 17,000 allegations of sex-
based harassment. In California, districts paid an 
estimated $2 billion to $3 billion to student victims 
between 2019 and 2023. 

Under state law, school districts must 
immediately investigate reports, notify parents 
or guardians, and report suspected abuse to law 
enforcement or child welfare agencies. They are also 
prohibited from retaliating against students who 
come forward and must act even if complaints are 
submitted informally. 

“It’s time to turn up the volume and reject the 
quiet acceptance of these incidents,” Bonta said. 
“We owe it to our community and especially to 
our children to ensure that all sexual misconduct is 
adequately addressed.” 

The alert also highlights a new requirement 

under Senate Bill 848 mandating school safety 
plans by July 1, 2026, reinforcing the state’s push 
to protect students and strengthen accountability in 
schools.

 

Lawmakers, Advocates 
Address California’s 
Growing Medical Debt 
Problem

 
California lawmakers are advancing a new 

proposal aimed at easing the financial burden 
of medical debt, as officials warn that millions of 
residents continue to struggle with health care costs.

Assembly Majority Leader Cecilia Aguiar-
Curry (D-Winters) last week introduced Assembly 
Bill 2123, known as the Medical Debt Relief Act 
of 2026. The measure would create a state-backed 
program to buy and eliminate qualifying medical 
debt for low- and middle-income Californians.

The proposal comes as nearly 40% of 
Californians are saddled with medical debt, 
according to the California Health Care Foundation. 
The debt is often driven by high out-of-pocket 
costs, deductibles and unexpected bills. Lawmakers 
and advocates say the issue can lead to long-term 
financial instability, including damaged credit and 
housing challenges.

“Too many Californians are doing everything 
right and still getting buried in medical debt they 
realistically can’t pay,” said Aguiar-Curry during a 
news briefing at the State Capitol on April 20. 

 “AB 2123 takes a common-sense approach—
buying up that debt for pennies on the dollar and 
wiping it out,” she said. 

The bill would establish a Medical Debt Relief 
Program within the state, allowing California to 
purchase debt from providers or collection agencies 
at reduced cost and cancel it. The program would be 
funded with a $2.5 million investment and target 
households earning up to 400% of the federal 
poverty level or those with high debt relative to 
income.

State Treasurer Fiona Ma, who is sponsoring the 
bill, said the initiative could deliver large-scale relief. 
“Through this initiative, California can leverage its 
financial tools to relieve billions in burdensome 
debt for residents who did everything right but still 
fell behind due to health care costs,” Ma said.

Health advocates say even insured patients face 
steep expenses. Spencer Dayton, a cancer patient, 
described the toll of ongoing treatment costs.

“These are not optional expenses; they are the 
cost of me staying alive,” said Dayton. “Being sick is 
hard enough. Going broke to stay alive should never 
be part of our treatment plans.”

Supporters say the proposal builds on earlier 
efforts, including a Los Angeles County program 
that erased hundreds of millions in medical debt 
and a 2024 state law that removed medical debt 
from credit reports.

“People shouldn’t have to choose between 
seeing a doctor and keeping the lights on,” Aguiar-
Curry said.

If approved, AB 2123 would mark a major step 
in California’s efforts to address medical debt and 
reduce financial strain for vulnerable residents.

 

Report: Dems and 
Republicans Deeply Divided 
Over California Income 
Inequality— Blacks and 
Latinos Most Impacted

 
A new analysis of income trends in California 

highlights persistent economic inequality in the 
state while showing major partisan disagreement 
over how much government should do to address it.

The report, based on 2024 data from the 
Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC), finds 
that California families at the top of the income 
distribution earn about 11 times more than those 
at the bottom. While the state has higher median 
incomes than the rest of the U.S., inequality remains 
near historic highs.

The data shows significant racial and ethnic 

disparities. Median income is highest among Asian 
and White families, while Black and Latino families 
earn significantly less on average. The report also 
finds that households headed by college graduates 
earn far more than those without degrees, and that 
income varies widely by region, with the Bay Area 
reporting the highest median incomes.

Overall, families in the top 10% earn 
substantially more than those in the bottom 10%, 
reflecting long-term growth at the top while lower 
incomes have grown more slowly over time.

The report also highlights strong political 
divisions over how to respond to income inequality. 
Statewide survey findings show that most 
Democrats support stronger government action to 
reduce the income gap, while fewer independents 
and Republicans agree.

Economists cited in the report note that 
income differences are driven in part by differences 
in education, occupation, and access to investment 
income, with higher-income households more 
likely to earn from assets such as businesses, stocks, 
and real estate.

Lower-income households, by contrast, spend 
a larger share of their earnings on basic needs such 
as housing, food, transportation and health care, 
making them more vulnerable to inflation and 
economic shocks.

 

Eaton and Palisade Fires: 
State Senators Announce 
Bills to Hold Insurance 
Companies Accountable 

 
California lawmakers are advancing a package 

of insurance reform bills aimed at increasing 
transparency and holding insurers accountable 
in the wake of the Eaton and Palisades fires, as 
survivors continue to report delays and disputes in 
the claims process.

State Sen. Sasha Renée Pérez (D-Alhambra) 
announced the legislation during a news briefing 
on April 22 in Sacramento, saying the measures are 
intended to address widespread problems in how 
insurers handle wildfire claims.

At that briefing, one fire survivor described 
how her insurer initially indicated her home would 
need to be rebuilt from the ground up, before later 
reducing the estimated payout.

“The fire damage to my house did not change,” 
said Claire Thompson. “But the loss estimate did, 
and it was reduced to an amount that made recovery 
impossible.”

The legislative package includes Senate Bill 
(SB) 877, SB 878, and SB 1076. The bills would 
require insurers to disclose all versions of loss 
estimates and explain changes, impose penalties for 
missed payment deadlines, and require insurers to 
offer coverage to homeowners who meet wildfire 
safety standards.

Pérez said the proposals respond directly to 
experiences shared by fire survivors across Los 
Angeles County. She has argued that inconsistent 
estimates and delayed payments have slowed 
rebuilding efforts.

Advocates say the reforms are needed as many 
residents continue to struggle with recovery long 
after the fires.

Joy Chen, executive director of the Eaton Fire 
Survivors Network, said insurance access is central 
to rebuilding communities.

“Survivors are rebuilding stronger and safer,” 
said Chen. “But if our community cannot access 
insurance even after making our homes fire-safe, 
our housing market will crater.”

Chen also emphasized the stakes for recovery 
timelines, saying, “Recovery accelerates when the 
money shows up.”

Enrollment in the California FAIR Plan has 
also increased sharply in recent years as homeowners 
in high-risk areas lose access to private insurance.

Lawmakers say the bills will test whether 
California can impose stronger accountability on 
insurers while still stabilizing a strained insurance 
market in wildfire-prone regions.
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Carmen-Nicole Cox helps survivors of hate with 
their legal options.  (Photo Credit: Courtesy of 
Carmen-Nicole Cox)

LaJuana Bivens says the work of NAACP is as ur-
gent as ever. (Photo Credit: Regina Wilson/Cali-
fornia Black Media)

NAACP members at a recent advocacy day in 
Sacramento urging lawmakers to protect voting 
rights. (Photo Credit: California Black Media)

Cultivating the advocacy and leaderships of young people is central to NAACP’s mission to fight racism 
and dismantle inequality. (Photo Credit: California Black Media)

By Joe Kocurek
California Black Media

The California/Hawaii State Conference of the 
NAACP (CA/HI NAACP) has expanded its efforts 
to respond to rising hate incidents and civil rights 
complaints across California, supported in part by 
funding from California’s Stop the Hate Program.

 Through that grant, NAACP CA/HI has 
strengthened its ability to connect individuals 
experiencing hate or discrimination with critical 
resources. This includes referring those who file 
complaints to the CA vs Hate hotline, a statewide, 
non-emergency hate crime and incident reporting 
hotline and online portal created to help counter 
a more than 50% increase in reported hate crimes 
in California between 2020 and 2024. The system 
helps ensure incidents are documented and victims 
are guided toward appropriate support.

 LaJuana Bivens, who has served in a number 
of roles within the NAACP, said California has seen 
an increase in civil rights violations and hate-related 
incidents.

 “We have 52 branches and they are constantly 
receiving complaints,” she said. “So, without the 
Stop the Hate we would not be able to refer those 
cases up to attorneys at the state level. A lot of the 
people would not have had an opportunity to be 
heard.”

 Carmen-Nicole Cox, an attorney who works 
with NAACP CA/HI—as a a part of  California’s 
Stop the Hate Program—provides legal consultation 
to victims of hate incidents and discrimination 
through her legal practice, The Cox Firm for Law 
and Policy.

 She said the complaints she receives span a 
wide range of issues.

 “People are having home builders and 
landlords refusing to provide repairs, a student was 
denied promotion in an academic program, and 
targeted scrutiny at work,” she said. “It’s typically 
employment; it’s housing; it’s education.

 “We’ll meet and they’ll share their experiences,” 
she said. “And then I make assessments about possible legal claims.”

 According to the California Civil Rights 
Department (CRD), nearly 1,200 reports of hate 
against minority groups were submitted in 2024 
through the CA vs Hate hotline and online portal 
for non-emergency incidents.

 While the California/Hawaii State Conference 
of the NAACP, which has tens of thousands 
of members, does not directly investigate hate 
incidents or crimes, it plays a key role in connecting 
victims to the state’s reporting systems and support 
services.

 The NAACP CA/HI has a long and well-
established record of supporting victims of 
discrimination and hate crimes — providing critical 
referrals and, when necessary, direct assistance 
through legal advocacy and other forms of support.

 Beyond responding to incidents, the 
organization continues to advocate on broader 
civil rights issues, including voting rights and legal 
protections. It has also worked to counter efforts at 
the state and federal levels that could weaken the 
voting power of communities of color.

 Bivens recently traveled to Sacramento to speak 
with state lawmakers about voting rights during an 
advocacy day event hosted by the organization.

 “It’s just so hard for communities of color 

to be up to date because of all of the confusing 
information coming from the federal level,” she 
said. “I love our great state of California because 
here it is possible to vote by mail and to vote early.

 “And I’m seeing that trying to be eroded. So, 
I’m here to urge continued support for vote by mail 
and early voting.”

 When Texas moved to redraw congressional 
districts in ways critics said would dilute minority 
voting strength, NAACP CA/HI supported the 
passage of Proposition 50 in California. The 
organization also intervened in United States v. 
Shirley Weber, where federal officials sought access 
to unredacted California voter records, including 
Social Security numbers, raising concerns about 
misuse and voter intimidation.

 A federal district court dismissed that case in 
January 2026.

 The organization’s current work builds on a 

long history of civil rights advocacy. Founded in New 
York City on Feb. 12, 1909 — the 100th anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln’s birth — the NAACP was 
established to secure the rights promised under the 
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments following the 
Civil War.

 While those protections were written into 
law, they required sustained advocacy to enforce, 
particularly during the post-Reconstruction era 
when Jim Crow laws, racial violence, and systemic 
discrimination undermined progress.

 Over the decades, the NAACP expanded 
nationwide, including in California, where 
local branches helped dismantle segregation and 
discriminatory barriers in housing, education, and 
employment. The organization also contributed to 
legal challenges that weakened the “separate but 
equal” doctrine established in Plessy v. Ferguson.

 Today, Bivens says, the organization’s mission 
remains as urgent as ever.

 “We are the oldest, boldest, most feared Civil 
Rights organization,” Bivens said. “What we do 
every day is fight for better housing, education, 
economic development and political inclusion. We 
take it on because there are just so many people who 
need that support.

 “You would be amazed that our phones ring 
every single day.”

 Get Support After Hate:
California vs Hate is a non-emergency, 

multilingual hotline and online portal offering 
confidential support for hate crimes and incidents. 
Victims and witnesses can get help anonymously 
by calling 833-8-NO-HATE (833-866-4283), 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.–6 p.m. PT, or online at 
any time. Anonymous. Confidential. No Police. No 
ICE.

This story was produced in partnership with 
CA vs Hate. Join them for the first-ever CA Civil 
Rights Summit on May 11, 2026. More information 
at www.cavshate.org/summit.

On the Frontlines of Hate: On the Frontlines of Hate: 
NAACP Links Victims 
to Critical Support


