
 Volume 52, Number 49					     Observer Group Newspapers of Southern California				    Wednesday, August 5, 2026

Serving Kern County 
for Over 51 YearsBakersfieldBakersfield Take One!News Observer

– Page A3– Page A2

Predatory Auto 
Lending Exploits 
Black Consumers

The A Different World 
Sequel Returns to Hillman 
University with Original 
Cast Members

Funeral Director Charged 
for Allegedly Stealing 
Dead Man’s $2 Million 
Estate is Released on Bond

Unique Green, a black funeral director from 
Houston, Texas, who was accused of stealing a 
dead man’s $2 million estate, has been released 
from jail after posting an $800,000 bond. 
He faces multiple felony charges, including 
allegations that he falsely claimed to be the man’s 
spouse.

Green, who is also identified as Michael 
in court records, was released shortly before 5 
a.m. Tuesday, the Harris County Sheriff’s Office 
confirmed, according to Click 2 Houston. The 
bonding company that processed his release did 
not disclose who provided the money for the 
bond.

Authorities had been investigating Green for 
months before Houston Police and the Harris 
County Precinct 1 Constable’s Office searched 
A Community Funeral Home during a funeral 
service late last year.

The investigation started after the family 
of Lawrence Gammon said they hired Green to 
arrange funeral services, but never received the 
services they paid for. The family later contacted 
investigators after they believed Green may have 
used their personal information to carry out a 
scam.

Investigators said Green later filed 
documents in probate court claiming he was 
Gammon’s spouse and the rightful owner of his 
estate. Attorneys for Gammon’s family alleged 
that Green submitted a fake will that transferred 
control of the more than $2 million estate to him.

Gammon’s family said they did not know 
Green before Gammon’s death and were unaware 
of any connection between the two. Green’s 
attorney said he continues to claim he has rights 
to the estate, but did not provide details about 
their alleged relationship.

Green also faces accusations that he 
submitted fraudulent documents to the Texas 
Funeral Service Commission while applying 
for a funeral director and embalmer license. 
Prosecutors allege he falsely claimed military 
service and later operated A Community Funeral 
Home without a valid license.

 Joniah Walker

15-Year-Old Black Teen 
Who Disappeared for 4 
Years Was Abducted and 
Abused by a Man She Met 
Online

Joniah Walker, a black teen from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, who went missing at 15 and was 
found safe four years later, was allegedly abducted 
and held captive by a man she met online. Police 
said the man abused her throughout the years she 
was missing.

Walker disappeared in June 2022 after 
leaving her Milwaukee home to meet Owen Lars 
Anderson, a man she had been communicating 
with online for several years. Investigators said 
Anderson gained her trust by promising her a 
better life and telling her he would take care of 
her.

According to the Daily Mail, police said 
Anderson first contacted Walker through 
Facebook when she was 12 years old. The two 
continued communicating for about three years 
before Anderson convinced her to meet him in 
person when she was 15.

Authorities said Anderson arranged an Uber 
ride to pick Walker up from her family’s home and 
take her to a movie theater in Chicago, Illinois. 
Police alleged that after meeting her there, he 
forced her to reset her iPhone and discarded both 
her phone and a burner phone he had previously 
given her.

Investigators said Anderson then drove 
Walker from Illinois to his home in Blacksburg, 
Virginia, where they alleged he kept her against 
her will. Police said Walker was sexually, 
physically, and verbally abused during the four 
years she was missing.

Police also alleged that Anderson recorded 
sexual acts and threatened to share the videos if 
Walker did not follow his demands. Investigators 
said he also prevented her from attending school 
while she was living at his home.

Walker was eventually found on May 23 after 
Blacksburg police responded to a 911 call about 
a reported domestic disturbance at Anderson’s 
residence. During the investigation, Walker told 
officers she was the same teenager who had been 
reported missing in Wisconsin and said she had 
been held against her will.

Authorities arrested Anderson on May 27 
and later searched his home, where they said 
they recovered electronic devices, flash drives, 
journals, and other potential evidence. The FBI 
is reviewing the digital evidence collected in the 
case.

Anderson, 37, faces kidnapping, child 
enticement, and child abduction charges in 
Wisconsin. He also faces Virginia charges, 
including abduction, child abuse, and 55 counts 
of possessing child sexual abuse material. He 
remains jailed without bond while awaiting 
extradition to Wisconsin.

Unique Green, funeral home director

Darius Kemp, executive director of California Common Cause, speaks at a State Capitol press con-
ference announcing the “Hands Off Our Elections” initiative, highlighting Senate Bills 46 and 884. 
He was joined by Sen. Tom Umberg (D-Santa Ana) and Dora Rose, deputy director of the League of 
Women Voters of California. CBM photo by Antonio Ray Harvey.

By Antonio Ray Harvey
California Black Media

With less than three months until the general 
election, Darius Kemp, executive director of 
California Common Cause, says California must 
protect both election security and voter access for 
the state’s approximately 23 million eligible voters.

Kemp delivered that message during a June 
news conference at the State Capitol promoting 
Senate Bill (SB) 46 and SB 884, two measures 
that are part of the voter protection effort some 
lawmakers and advocates have dubbed the “Hands 
Off Our Elections” initiative.

“It’s important that California continues to 
move forward. We have to progress and not regress,” 
Kemp said. “Regression is going back in time, back 
to the 1950s and 1960s when Black people had to 
show extra identification, count jellybeans in a jar, 
and guess the number of clouds in the sky. That’s 
regression.”

SB 46, the “No Kings Act,” authored by Sen. 
Tom Umberg (D-Santa Ana), would prohibit 
the California Secretary of State from placing 
a presidential candidate on the ballot if that 
candidate does not meet constitutional eligibility 
requirements, including the two-term limit for 
presidents.

SB 884, the “Protect Our Polls Act,” was co-
authored by Umberg and Sen. Sabrina Cervantes 
(D-Riverside). The bill would expand access to 
early-voting and ballot drop-off locations. It would 
also prohibit law enforcement officers — including 
federal immigration agents — from enforcing 
immigration laws or making arrests within 200 feet 
of a polling place while voting is underway.

Supporters say the bills respond to national 
rhetoric and policies aimed at restricting voting 
rights, which they compare to the voter-suppression 
tactics Black Americans faced after Reconstruction.

California Common Cause is a nonpartisan, 
grassroots government watchdog. According to its 
website, the organization uses grassroots organizing, 
litigation, policy research and legislative advocacy to 

increase public participation in the political process.
Kemp, an Alabama native who became 

executive director of California Common Cause 
in June 2025, said California’s voting system has 

California Lawmakers and Advocates Push Voter 
Protection Measures Ahead of November Election

California Governor Gavin Newsom stands with public officials after signing Assembly Bill 179 in 
Oakland, Calif., on July 13 2026. Assembly Bill 179 modernizes how California finances and delivers 
affordable housing. (Lloyd B Davis/Bay City News)

By By Bo Tefu
California Black Media

Gov. Gavin Newsom has signed new legislation 
aimed at expanding affordable housing, reducing 
construction costs and speeding up housing 
development across California as part of the state’s 
2026-27 budget.

Assembly Bill (AB) 179, signed July 17, 
modernizes California’s affordable housing finance 
system by streamlining project approvals, expanding 
funding for housing programs and creating 
new financing tools for homeowners rebuilding 
after disasters. State officials said the measure is 
intended to help increase housing production while 
strengthening efforts to address the state’s housing 
affordability and homelessness challenges.

The legislation introduces a new “One-
Stop-Shop” financing system designed to reduce 
duplicative reviews and accelerate affordable 
housing projects. According to the governor’s office, 
the reforms are expected to lower construction costs 
by an estimated $60,000 to $70,000 per affordable 
housing unit, allowing existing state investments to 
finance more homes.

“When I took office in 2019, my goal was 
clear: to reverse decades of inaction on housing and 
homelessness and ensure there was enough housing 
and care for people to leave the streets,” Newsom 
said in a statement. “I’m grateful for the Legislature’s 
partnership, as together we add to this proven 
foundation with new laws that cut red tape, expand 
financing opportunities, and help communities 
build housing faster.”

The measure also establishes a $100 million 
Disaster Rebuilding Fund to help homeowners 
repair or reconstruct homes damaged by disasters. 

In addition, the budget includes $900 million 
for another round of Housing, Homelessness 
Assistance and Prevention grants while adding new 
accountability requirements for certain cities and 
counties receiving state funding.

To support affordable housing development, 
the budget provides $500 million in enhanced state 
low-income housing tax credits and $200 million 
for the Multifamily Housing Program to build and 
preserve affordable rental housing for low-income 
Californians.

According to the governor’s office, California 

has made progress in increasing housing production 
since 2019. Annual residential construction has 
risen by 59%, from about 70,000 homes in 2018 to 
approximately 111,000 in 2024. The administration 
also reported that more than 682,000 homes have 
been built statewide during that period and that 
the average time from development application to 
entitlement has dropped from 160 days to 68 days.

State officials also highlighted recent declines in 
homelessness, including what they described as the 
state’s largest reduction in unsheltered homelessness 
in 16 years.

Gov. Newsom Signs New 
Affordable Housing Legislation
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By Edward Henderson
California Black Media

Questions about election security, voter access 
and public confidence in elections have become 
some of the most closely watched issues in American 
politics. 

This November, California voters will weigh 
in on those debates through Proposition 39, a 
ballot measure that would establish new voter 
identification requirements while expanding 
citizenship verification and election auditing 
procedures.

If approved, Proposition 39 would require 
voters to present a government-issued identification 
card when voting in person. Mail-in voters 
would be required to provide the last four digits 
of a government-issued identification number 
they designated during voter registration. The 
measure would also require election officials to 
use government data to verify U.S. citizenship, 
when possible, publish annual reports showing 
the percentage of voter registrations verified 
for citizenship in each county and require the 
California State Auditor to conduct regular audits 
of compliance with the new requirements.

A “yes” vote would amend the California 
Constitution to establish those requirements. A 
“no” vote would leave California’s current election 
laws in place, under which most voters are not 
required to present identification at the polls 
and citizenship is verified through existing voter 
registration procedures.

Supporters argue Proposition 39 is intended 
to strengthen public confidence in California’s 
elections by increasing transparency and oversight.

In a statement by Julie Luckey, director of 
Californians for Voter ID, the campaign behind 
the initiative, she highlights the need for the state 
to catch up with the times when it comes to these 
procedures.  

“Thirty-six states in the U.S. have implemented 
some form of voter identification requirement,” 
Luckey said. “Voter ID is simply a common-sense 

policy. California needs to modernize its elections 
to align with the vast majority of the world’s 
democracies. While our state leads in so many areas, 
it lags behind on this issue. It’s time for California 
to catch up and enact voter ID laws.”

Opponents contend the initiative would 
discourage participation and make it more difficult 
for many eligible Californians to vote while 
attempting to address a problem they say does not 
exist. They also argue that the initiative would not 
improve election security.

Jenny Farrell, executive director of the League of 
Women Voters of California, spoke with California 
Black Media (CBM). She said Proposition 39 is 
unnecessary because, in her view, California already 
has safeguards in place to protect elections.

“Prop 39 is part of President Trump’s voter 
suppression agenda designed to make voting 
more difficult, undermine confidence in our 
elections, and narrow who gets to participate in our 
democracy,” Farrell said. “California’s elections are 
already secure, and we already verify voters. There is 
no problem to solve.”

Farrell also shared that the in-person 
identification requirement would disproportionately 
affect groups that are less likely to have the required 
forms of government-issued identification.

The debate has also moved into the courts. 
Proposition 39’s backers, led by lead plaintiff 
Assemblymember Carl DeMaio (D-San Diego), 
filed a lawsuit in Sacramento County Superior Court 
against Attorney General Rob Bonta and Secretary 
of State Shirley N. Weber. They argue that the 
measure’s revised ballot title and summary are biased 
and violate state election laws requiring impartial 
language. The original title stated that the measure 
“establishes additional voter identification and 
citizenship verification requirements.” The revised 
title says it “prohibits citizens from voting unless 
they present government-issued identification.”

The lawsuit asks the court to order the state 
to replace the revised description before voter-
information materials are finalized.

 Bonta’s office defended its handling of the 
measure, noting that ballot language routinely 
changes after initiatives qualify. “We take our 
duty to prepare a title and summary and ballot 
label seriously, and we are confident the court will 
agree we have faithfully executed that duty here,” 
a spokesperson for Bonta’s office said. The court’s 
decision could determine how Proposition 39 is 
described to millions of voters in the state’s official 
voter guide.

“This requirement would disproportionately 
burden people who are less likely to have the sort 
of ID that Prop 39 requires — including Black 
Californians and other communities of color, 
women and others who have changed their names, 
seniors, voters with disabilities, and Californians 
who move frequently,” Farrell said. 

“The bottom line is that we should be 
protecting every eligible voter’s freedom to cast 
a ballot safely and privately — not creating new 
obstacles that make it harder for their voices to be 
heard,” she added. 

The California Democratic Party announced 
on Aug. 2 that it voted to oppose Prop 39 at its 
Summer Executive Board Meeting held in San 
Diego. 

Proposition 39 Puts California at the 
Center of the National Voter ID Debate    

On Your November Ballot: 

Continued on page A2



       
A2	 Bakersfield News Observer� Wednesday, August 5, 2026

World & NationWorld & Nation

BakersfieldNews ObserverNews Observer
Adjudicated a Newspaper of General Circulation Au-
gust 11, 1980, Kern County Superior Court Decree, 
Case No. 16964, Government Code 6023. 

Bulk Mailing Permit 724  Bakersfield, CA 93385

Published By Observer Group Newspapers of  South-
ern California, Inc. Corporate Office 1219 20th St.  
Bakersfield, CA 93301 (661) 324-9466.

Member of The National Newspapers 
Publishers Association, Associated Press, 

and The Better Business Bureau

President: Ellen Coley
CEO: Jon Coley

Publisher/ Editor: James Luckey Jr.
Operations Manager: James Luckey

Intern: William Clark Coley

Credo-The Black Press believes that Ameri-
ca can best lead the world away from racial and 
national antagonisms when it accounts to every 
person, regardless of race, color, or creed full hu-
man and legal rights. Hating no person, fearing 
no person, the Black Press strives to help every 
person in the firm belief that all are  hurt as long 
as any one is held back.

The Observer Group Newspapers reserves 
the right to publish views an opinions that may 
not necessarily reflect those of the staff and man-
agement and are solely the product of the re-
sponsible individuals who submit commentaries 
published in these newspapers. Letters, articles 
and comments appearing in the Observer News-
papers reflect the opinions of the contributor and 
do not constitute the opinion or endorsement by 
The Observer Newspapers or its staff. The Ob-
server Group Newspapers assumes no responsi-
bility for photographs, articles, letters, press re-
leases and unsolicited materials. Decisions as to 
the editing and publishing of materials are at the 
discretion of the Publisher and Editors. All rights 
are reserved on materials accepted for publication 
unless otherwise specified. 

Bakersfield News Observer
Los Angeles News Observer 
The Valley’s News Observer

1219 20th St. Bakersfield, Ca 93301 Mailing Ad-
dress P.O. Box 2341 Bakersfield, CA 93303 Phone 

(661) 324-9466 Fax (661) 324-9472
Emails and general info: observernews@gmail.
com, Advertising: observeradvertising@gmail.

com Available online: www.ognsc.com

California Lawmakers and Advocates Push Voter 
Protection Measures Ahead of November Election
faced intense national scrutiny and partisan attacks. 
Much of the criticism has focused on the state’s vote-
counting timeline and the Trump administration’s 
unsubstantiated allegations of widespread fraud and 
noncitizen voting.

Kemp said federal efforts to impose new voting 
restrictions on established election systems across 
the country echo the restrictive messages his family 
encountered in Alabama.

“I know my family history and my family lived 
that history, of voter suppression and intimidation,” 
Kemp said. “The reason why the Ku Klux Klan 
existed was partially to intimidate Black people 
from expressing their rights.”

“In California, we’re making it easier and 
safer for citizens to vote, and we’re not going to 
back down on that pledge to make sure that every 
Californian who can vote, and wants to vote, has 
the right to vote, and their vote counts,” he added.

Umberg said the bills are intended to protect 
election integrity, prevent voter intimidation and 
limit federal interference near polling locations.

“California is facing serious threats to the 
integrity of our elections, and we will not treat those 
threats as idle or theoretical,” Umberg said. “We 
need to take proactive steps now to safeguard voters 
and preserve confidence in the electoral process. This 
‘Hands Off Our Elections’ initiative does exactly 

that, by reinforcing California’s constitutional right 
and responsibility to run our own safe and secure 
elections.”

Both measures have drawn opposition.
The Peace and Freedom Party of California 

opposes SB 46, arguing that it would create an 
unnecessary bureaucratic burden for third-party, 
independent and left-wing candidates seeking to 
appear on the California ballot.

The party also argues that a candidate’s 
constitutional eligibility may sometimes be legally 
unclear. Requiring candidates to affirm their 
eligibility under penalty of perjury could therefore 
expose them to legal risk, it says.

The California State Sheriffs’ Association and 
other law enforcement groups oppose SB 884, 
primarily because it would restrict officers’ authority 
to make arrests and enforce laws near polling 
locations.

The bill would allow officers to make arrests 
within the protected zone for specified offenses, 
including crimes that disrupt polling-place 
operations, threaten or harm individuals, or involve 
property damage or theft.

Jonathan Feldman, representing the California 
Police Chiefs Association, told the Assembly Public 
Safety Committee on June 30 that SB 884 could 
create a temporary safe zone in which officers would 

be unable to make arrests for offenses such as driving 
under the influence, selling drugs or engaging in 
disorderly conduct.

“In very respectful opposition, understanding 
the goal of the bill, I think we still have some 
concerns about limitations on legitimate police 
enforcement in and around the polling sites,” 
Feldman said. “I think there are also concerns about 
how this proposes to create an interaction between 
state and local law enforcement and federal officers 
in these situations.”

The California Association of Clerks and 
Election Officials also opposes SB 884. The 
organization says the requirement to expand vote-
by-mail ballot drop-off locations would impose 
significant financial and logistical burdens on local 
election agencies.

It also warned that election offices already face 
severe staffing shortages and lack enough secure 
public facilities to meet the proposed requirements.

As of July 31, SB 46 and SB 884 were under 
review by the Assembly Appropriations Committee.

“These bills that (Umberg and Cervantes) 
have put forward are important in maintaining 
California’s leadership as one of the fairest states 
where it is the easiest to vote, where we are constantly 
checking and verifying votes, and making sure the 
enfranchised have the right to vote,” Kemp said.

Photo Credit: Center for Responsible Lending 
(CRL) — Center for Responsible Lending (CRL)

By Charlene Crowell
Black Press USA Wire

Nearly 92 percent of American households rely 
on a personal vehicle to manage their daily lives.  
Consumers shopping for a vehicle in May learned 
that the average cost of a new car was $49,307, and 
that used cars averaged $25,918, according to Cox 
Automotive.

But the high price of vehicles is not the only 
financial challenge confronting Black and other 
consumers of color. Discriminatory and predatory 
practices in the sale and financing of cars, including 
predatory lending, have pushed millions of buyers 
into longer and higher priced loans. &nbsp;

A study by the National Fair Housing Alliance 
found that non-white test shoppers were given 
more expensive financing 62.5 percent of the time 
compared to white testers with equivalent or worse 
credit.  Similarly, another recent independent study 
by the Century Foundation concluded that Black, 
Hispanic, and American Indian borrowers are given 
higher interest rates on auto loans across all credit 
tiers. Research published by the Federal Reserve 
found Black borrowers disproportionately pay the 
highest interest rate mark-up, resulting in more 
than $3,000 in additional interest over the life of 
the loan due to predatory lending practices. &nbsp;

Now a new report released by the Center for 
Responsible Lending (CRL) found that the terms 
of predatory loans as well as dealers and lenders 
conniving to drive up costs – not the consumers’ 
willingness to pay – made delinquency and 
default more likely. These tactics limit alternatives 
borrowers can pursue to lower their payments. This 
conclusion came through a series of consumer focus 
groups with subprime credit scores, most of whom 
are Black, reeling from the effects of predatory car 

loans.
High-pressure tactics, misleading claims 

about vehicle features or conditions, and aggressive 
upselling of overpriced add-ons and services 

together obscured the true cost of the vehicle and 
prevented consumers from making informed 
decisions. Beyond auto sale, dealer financing 
exposes consumers to interest rate markups, hidden 
fees, and unaffordable loan terms.

Nicole, a Black woman in her early 50s who 
lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota shared her personal 
story of urgently needing a vehicle as she went 
through a separation in which her former spouse 
kept their car.

A full-time employee at a nonprofit 

organization focused on ending homelessness, she 
earns less than $50,000 a year. She took out a loan 
for $19,000 with an interest rate of 24 percent and 
a 48-month term. In addition to the inflated sales 
price of the vehicle, the dealer included a $2,000 
warranty and the lender rolled over a previous loan 
for a repossessed vehicle that significantly   increased 
the total financing for Nicole.

Shortly after the sale, Nicole discovered the car 
lacked heat and had a failed engine, fuel pump, and 
water pump — all undisclosed problems requiring 
costly repairs that were not fully covered by the 
warranty. She now owes more on her car than it’s 
worth but still needs a way to get to work. Making 
payments has been a struggle and on a few occasions, 
the car has been taken away due to late payments.

“You pay that and nothing, nothing ever 
changes,” Nicole shared. “And even when it reports 
on the credit bureau, it says that I’m still past due, 
like, 31 payments, and they’ve come, they’ve taken 
the truck. I pay when I’m past due, and they give it 
back to me. So, it’s a vicious cycle.”

A portion of CRL’s report explains the costly 
and limited options lenders provide borrowers who 
fall behind on payments:

“A deferment lets a borrower skip a payment, 
but the skipped amount is added to the end of the 
loan along with additional interest. Lenders often 
describe deferments as just moving a payment to the 
end and does not disclose the true costs of doing 
so. However, the accumulating interest means 
borrowers end up paying more than the deferred 
payment and may become even more underwater 
as the car depreciates while the loan balance grows.”

“Isabelle,” a journalist in Florida using a 
pseudonym, related her experience with deferment:

“The problem with that is like they charge a 

daily interest, and you never catch up. Because 
I did that a couple of times, I was paying my car 
payment and then the payoff amount would not 
change at all, because the interest is so high, plus 
all those daily fees and everything. So, I didn’t have 
a choice. I had to do it. I do not recommend [it] 
if you can stretch and maybe borrow some money 
from family, friends, or whatever, because it’s better 
than to do that.”

Many auto lenders have also turned to 
technology that remotely disables vehicles if a 
borrower falls behind on payments. These “kill 
switches” can put drivers in physical as well as 
financial risk.

Monica, another borrower, told of the lender 
disabling her car while she was driving:

“I forgot that they have the GPS thing installed. 
My car is jerking and I’m on the side of the road. 
And so when I called roadside, they were like, we 
can’t help you. It’s this [start interrupter device] I’m 
like, you couldn’t send me an email? Like, you see 
my payment history. What if I was on the freeway, 
and not only just a regular street?”

CRL urges the Federal Trade Commission, 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, and states 
to establish several consumer protections, including 
limits on how much lenders can charge.

“This report shows how the advantages auto 
dealers and lenders have over consumers result in 
exploitation,” noted Lucia Constantine, report 
co-author and a CRL senior researcher. “Our 
government must establish guardrails to protect 
consumers — like it did in the mortgage market.”

Based on reporting by Chicago Crusader.

Predatory Auto Lending Exploits Black Consumers

Tour participants stand in front of the Coca-Cola 
building in Atlanta, Ga

By Staff
Black Press USA Wire

A group of Jacksonville boys returned home 
from Atlanta with more than souvenirs. They 
came back with a deeper appreciation of history, 
higher education and leadership after participating 
in a mentoring trip designed to prepare them for 
successful futures.

Twelve young men in the Men of Valor 
Young Men’s Mentoring Program, a partnership 
between Westside Church of God in Christ and 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Upsilon Lambda 
Chapter, recently traveled to Atlanta for a multi-
day educational and leadership experience centered 
on history, character development and college 
readiness.

The group of 22 participants, including mentors 
and chaperones, visited several of the city’s most 
significant historical and educational landmarks 
while participating in daily discussions focused on 
personal growth, leadership and manhood.

Among the highlights was a visit to the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. National Historical Park, 
where participants explored sites connected to the 
civil rights leader’s life and legacy. Through guided 
tours and exhibits, the young men learned about 
the Civil Rights Movement, nonviolent activism 
and the importance of leadership, service and social 
justice.

The group also toured Morehouse College, 
Spelman College, Clark Atlanta University and 
the Morehouse School of Medicine, exposing 
participants to the rich history and enduring impact 
of historically Black colleges and universities.

Mentors said the visits were designed to 

help participants envision themselves pursuing 
higher education while understanding the role 
HBCUs have played in producing generations of 
African American leaders, educators, physicians, 
entrepreneurs and public servants.

In addition to campus tours, participants 
visited the World of Coca-Cola, where they learned 
about innovation, entrepreneurship, branding and 
global business through interactive exhibits.

Each day concluded with reflection sessions 
in which mentors encouraged the young men 
to connect what they had learned to their own 
educational goals, career aspirations and personal 
development. Evening fellowship activities and team-
building exercises helped strengthen relationships 
among the participants while reinforcing values of 
accountability, respect and brotherhood.

The Alphas serving as mentors said the trip 
reflects the broader mission of the Men of Valor 
program: preparing young men academically, 
spiritually and socially to become productive leaders 
in their families and communities.

The initiative also highlights the critical role 
mentoring programs play in the lives of African 
American boys and young men. Research has 
consistently shown that positive adult mentors 
can improve academic achievement, increase high 
school and college enrollment, strengthen self-
confidence, reduce involvement in risky behaviors 
and expand career opportunities. For many youth, 
mentoring also provides consistent encouragement, 
exposure to new experiences and access to networks 
that can shape lifelong success.

Organizations such as Alpha Phi Alpha 
have long viewed mentoring as a cornerstone of 

community service. Founded in 1906 as the nation’s 
first intercollegiate Black Greek-letter fraternity, 
Alpha Phi Alpha has developed leadership initiatives 
that emphasize scholarship, character development, 
civic engagement and service. Through local 
chapters across the country, members continue to 
invest in young people by providing educational 
enrichment, mentoring and college preparation.

Organizers said the Atlanta experience 
demonstrated how exposure to history, higher 
education and successful role models can inspire 
young men to dream bigger and pursue lives of 
purpose.

For the young men who participated, organizers 
hope the lessons learned extend far beyond the 
trip itself, equipping them with the confidence, 
discipline and vision to become the next generation 
of leaders in Jacksonville and beyond.

Based on reporting by Jacksonville Free Press.

Alphas Use Mentorship to Prepare 
Jacksonville Youth for Manhood
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By Kevin Harris
Black Press USA Wire

The Democratic Party’s decision to elevate 
South Carolina as the first 2028 presidential primary 
provides Black voters with an historic opportunity. 
Black voters will play a leading role in determining 
which presidential candidates gain momentum and 
which campaigns collapse before most Democrats 
even have a chance to vote in the primary.

Candidates seeking the 2028 nomination will 
now have to organize in Black communities early. 
They will need relationships with local leaders, 
churches, civic organizations, historically Black 
colleges and universities, small businesses and rural 
communities. Their records will be scrutinized 
on voting rights, health disparities, education, 
economic mobility, criminal justice and the survival 
of Black institutions. Black voters will vote based on 
which candidate speaks directly to their concerns, 
rather than on a political calculation about who is 
most electable after Iowa and New Hampshire have 
already picked over the candidates.

With South Carolina, Democrats are now 
moving the nominating calendar closer to Black 
voters who are actually the party’s center of 
gravity. This decision reflects nearly two decades 
of election results showing Southern Black 
voters have been central to selecting Democratic 
presidential nominees despite being placed later in 
the nominating process. Barack Obama’s 2008 Iowa 
caucus victory established that a Black candidate 
could win in a predominantly white state.

But Black South Carolinians solidified 
the coalition that actually carried Obama to 

the nomination and ultimately the presidency. 
More than 530,000 votes were cast in the state’s 
Democratic primary. Obama received approximately 
295,000 votes, or 55 percent, compared with about 
141,000 votes, or 27 percent, for Hillary Clinton. 
John Edwards, a former senator from neighboring 
North Carolina, finished a distant third.

The delegate result was nearly as decisive. 
Obama won 25 of South Carolina’s pledged 
delegates, Clinton won 12, and Edwards won eight. 
In other words, Obama left South Carolina with 
more delegates than his two leading opponents 
combined. Exit polling explains how he did it. 
Black voters constituted roughly 55 percent of the 
primary electorate, and nearly eight in 10 supported 
Obama. He also won Black voters across age, 
income and educational groups, demonstrating that 
his appeal extended far beyond younger or more 
affluent African Americans.

Eight years later, Black voters in South Carolina 
delivered an even more lopsided result for Clinton. 
In the 2016 primary, Clinton won approximately 
272,000 votes, or 73.5 percent, while Bernie Sanders 
received about 96,000 votes, or 26 percent. Clinton 
won 39 pledged delegates to Sanders’s 14, giving her 
almost three-fourths of the state’s available pledged  
delegates 

Black voters accounted for roughly six in 10 
participants in that primary. Exit polls found that 
Clinton won close to nine in 10 of them. Sanders 
performed substantially better among white voters 
and younger voters, but those advantages could not 
overcome. Clinton’s strength with the state’s much 
larger Black electorate.

By the end of the primary season, Clinton had 
secured more than 1,800 pledged delegates even 
before automatic delegates were included in the 
count. Like Obama, Clinton’s coalition

was built through commanding victories 

among Black voters in the South.
Joe Biden arrived in South Carolina in 2020 

with a campaign on the brink of failure. He had 
finished fourth in Iowa, fifth in New Hampshire 
and second in Nevada. Before South Carolina, 
Biden had won only 15 pledged delegates across the 
first three contests.

Then Black voters changed the race.
Biden won all 46 counties and captured 39 of 

South Carolina’s 54 pledged delegates. Exit polls 
found that Black voters made up a majority of the 
electorate and supported Biden over Sanders by 
approximately 4-to-1.

A Biden campaign that had appeared close 
to collapse after New Hampshire had become the 
nomination frontrunner in less than two weeks.

From 2008 to 2020, Black voters were the 
constituency that crowned the eventual nominee. 
Only in Iowa with Obama did Black voters validate 
the choice of a white electorate that voted before 
them.

Each time afterward, Black voters changed 
course entirely and chose who they wanted as the 
Democratic nominee, selecting Clinton and Biden 
despite their early struggles.

But Democrats cannot confuse primary 

influence with general-election security in 2028. 
An earlier voice in the nomination process does not 
guarantee Black support in November. Democrats 
must still earn it, particularly among younger voters 
and Black men.

South Carolina provides an opportunity 
to hone in on what’s broken and fix it before the 
General Election. Still South Carolina is not a 
perfect representation of the Democratic coalition. 
The state has a relatively small Latino population, 
limited union density and few recent examples of

Democratic success in statewide general 
elections. Nevada and other states can reasonably 
argue that they test different and equally important 
parts of the party.

But the traditional calendar wasn’t 
representative either. Iowa and New Hampshire 
gave disproportionate power to electorates that were 
overwhelmingly white and rural.

Candidates could spend a year discussing 
the concerns of those voters, survive through the 
opening contests and engage seriously with Black 
communities only after the field had already 
narrowed. Putting South Carolina first reverses that 
sequence. South Carolina is a re ognition that Black 
Democrats have more than earned our say.

Kevin Harris is a Democratic strategist who 
has advised more than 100 campaigns and ballot 
measures, including the past five presidential 
elections. He served in the Obama administration 
as a Cabinet member for two big-city mayors and 
as executive director of the Congressional Black 
Caucus.

The post South Carolina puts Black voters in 
the driver seat for 2028  appeared first on Atlanta 
Tribune.

Based on reporting by Atlanta Tribune the 
Magazine.

South Carolina Puts Black Voters in the Driver Seat for 2028

Continued from page A1
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EntertainmentEntertainment

We're back at Hillman University with the 
sequel to A Different World, with a first look at the 
legacy cast returning for the series this September.

The cast includes the return of Kadeem 
Hardison (Dwayne Wayne), Jasmine Guy (Whitley 
Gilbert), Cree Summer (Freddie Brooks), Darryl 
M. Bell (Ron Johnson) and Charnele Brown (Kim) 
hanging out in The Pit, where many of the major 
storylines when the show first aired in the 1990s 
took place.

The newly released image is filled with nostalgia, 
instantly transporting longtime fans back to one of 
television's most beloved fictional HBCUs. More 

than just a campus hangout, The Pit served as the 
heart of Hillman, where friendships were tested, 
romances blossomed, and conversations about race, 
politics, identity and young adulthood unfolded. 
Seeing the original cast reunited in the familiar 
setting signals that the new series plans to honor 
the legacy that made A Different World a cultural 
touchstone while introducing a new generation to 
Hillman's vibrant community.

The sequel follows Deborah Wayne (Maleah Joi 
Moon, third from left), the daughter of Dwayne and 
Whitley, as she begins her own journey at Hillman 
University. While the spotlight shifts to a new class 
of students navigating college life, the returning 

The A Different World Sequel 
Returns to Hillman University 
with Original Cast Members

Oprah Winfrey revealed that the name she 
became famous for was not the name written on 
her birth certificate. The media mogul said she 
was actually born Orpah, but a childhood spelling 
mistake changed the name the world knows today.

Winfrey shared the story during an appearance 
on Keke Palmer’s podcast, Baby, This Is Keke 
Palmer. She explained that people around her had 
trouble spelling Orpah, so they began calling her 
Oprah instead.

According to the Daily Mail, the 72-year-old 
icon said she only learned about the difference 
when she was around 20 years old. By that time, 
Oprah had already become the name she used in 
her personal and professional life.

Winfrey said her original name came from the 
Bible, specifically the story of Ruth and Naomi. 
The name Orpah appears in Ruth chapter 1, verse 
14, where Orpah chooses to return while Ruth stays 

with Naomi.
During the conversation, Winfrey also pointed 

out that Palmer had a different name on her birth 
certificate. The actress and host was born Lauren 
Keyana Palmer, which surprised her when Winfrey 
mentioned it.

Winfrey previously explained the story on The 
Oprah Winfrey Show in 2005. She said her aunt 
chose the biblical name Orpah, but the spelling 
confusion led to the name Oprah becoming 
permanent.

Her famous name later inspired Harpo 
Productions, the company she founded in 1986. 
The name Harpo is simply Oprah spelled backward.

Winfrey went on to become one of the most 
influential figures in media. She rose to fame as the 
host of The Oprah Winfrey Show, launched OWN, 
and became the first Black female billionaire.

Oprah Winfrey Reveals 
That She Was Born 
With a Different Name

Oprah Winfrey
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cast will help bridge the gap between generations, 
offering guidance, wisdom and, undoubtedly, a few 
laughs along the way. The new cast includes Alijah 
Kai​, Chibuikem Uche, Cornell Young IV, Jordan 
Aaron Hall and Kennedi Reece​.

When A Different World premiered in 1987, it 
quickly evolved into far more than a college sitcom. 
The series became a defining portrait of Black 
campus life, inspiring countless students to pursue 
higher education and shining a national spotlight 
on Historically Black Colleges and Universities. Its 

influence can still be felt today, with many HBCU 
graduates citing the show as part of their decision 
to attend one.

With familiar faces back on campus and a new 
generation ready to make its mark, the sequel has 
the opportunity to celebrate the enduring legacy 
of Hillman while exploring what Black college life 
looks like today. If the first look is any indication, 
class is officially back in session.

A Different World, the sequel, premieres 
September 24 on Netflix.

New series follows Deborah Wayne, daughter of Dwayne and 
Whitley, navigating college life. Premieres September 24 on Netflix, 
honoring legacy and exploring modern Black college experiences.



       

SUMMONS (CITACION JUDICIAL) 
FOR COURT USE ONLY (SOLO 
PARA USO DE LA CORTE) FILED 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CA, COUNTY 
OF KERN  NOTICE TO DEFENDANT: 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
Jose Madera Jr, Audrianna 
Christina Garza ; and DOES 
1-10, inclusive YOU ARE BEING 
SUED BY PLAINTIFF: (LO ESTÁ 
DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE): 
Harley-Davidson Credit Corp., 
assignee of Eaglemark Savings 
Bank NOTICE! You have been 
sued. The court may decide 
against you without your being 
heard unless you respond within 
30 days. Read the information 
below. You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and 
legal papers are served on you 
to file a written response at this 
court and have a copy served 
on the plaintiff. A letter or phone 
call will not protect you. Your 
written response must be in 
proper legal form if you want the 
court to hear your case. There 
may be a court form that you can 
use for your response. You can 
find these court forms and more 
information at the California 
Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law 
library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay 
the filing fee, ask the court clerk 
for a fee waiver form. If you 
do not file your response on 
time, you may lose the case by 
default, and your wages, money, 
and property may be taken 
without further warning from 
the court. There are other legal 
requirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an attorney 
referral service. If you cannot 
afford an attorney, you may be 
eligible for free legal services 
from a nonprofit legal services 
program. You can locate 
these nonprofit groups at the 
California Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or by 
contacting your local court or 
county bar association. NOTE: 
The court has a statutory lien 
for waived fees and costs on 
any settlement or arbitration 
aware of $10,000 or more in 
a civil case. The court’s lien 
must be paid before the court 
will dismiss the case. ¡AVISO! 
Lo han demandado . Si no 
responde dentro de 30 dias, la 
corte puede decidir en su contra 
sin escuchar su versión . Lea la 
información a continuación . 
Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO 
después de que le entreguen 
esta citación y papeles legales 
para presentar una respuesta 
por escrito en esta corte y 
hacer que se entregue una 
copia al demandante . Una 
carta o una llamada telefónica 
no lo protegen . Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar en 
formato legal correcto si desea 
que procesen su caso en la 
corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda 
usar para su respuesta . Puede 
encontrar estos formularios de 
la corte y más información en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes 
de su condado o en la corte que 
le quede más cerca . Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentación, 
pida al secretario de la corte 
que le dé un formulario de 
exención de pago de cuotas . 
Si no presenta su respuesta a 
tiempo, puede perder el caso 
por incumplimiento y la corte le 
podrá quitar su sueldo, dinero 
y bienes sin más advertencia . 
Hay otros requisitos legales . 
Es recomendable que llame a 
un abogado inmediatamente 
. Si no conoce a un abogado, 
puede llamar a un servicio de 
remisión a abogados. Si no 
puede pagar a un abogado, 
es posible que cumpla con 
los requisitos para obtener 
servicios legales gratuitos 
de un programa de servicios 
legales sin fines de lucro . 
Puede encontrar estos grupos 
sin fines de lucro en el sitio web 
de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose 
en contacto con la corte o el 
colegio de abogados locales. 
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene 
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y 
los costos exentos por imponer 
un gravamen sobre cualquier 
recuperación de $10,000 ó 
más de valor recibida mediante 
un acuerdo o una concesión 
de arbitraje en un caso de 
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el 
gravamen de la corte antes de 
que la corte pueda desechar el 
caso . The name and address 
of the court is: (El nombre 
y dirección de la corte es): 
CASE NUMBER ( N úmero del 
Caso): 25CLB00356 SUPERIOR 
COURT OF CALIFORNIA, KERN 
COUNTY, KERN COUNTY 
METROPOLITAN DIVISION 
JUSTICE BUILDING 1215 
Truxtun Ave., Bakersfield, CA, 
93301 The name, address, and 
telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without 
an attorney, is: (El nombre, la 
dirección y el número de teléfono 
del abogado del demandante, o 
del demandante que no tiene 
abogado, es) : Melissa Robbins 
Coutts, Esq., Natalie Carter, 
Esq., Donna Bakalor, Esq. 
McCarthy & Holthus, LLP, 2763 
Camino Del Rio S. Suite 100, 
San Diego, CA 92108, (619) 
685-4800 DATE: Oct 23 2025 Tara 
Leal ( Fecha ) Clerk, by, Deputy ( 
Secretario ) ( Adjunto ) SUM-100 
Page  1  of  1  Form Adopted for 
Mandatory Use Judicial Council 
of California SUM-100 [Rev. July 
1, 2009] SUMMONS Code of Civil 
Procedure §§ 412.20, 465 www.
courts.ca.gov SUM-100 IDSPub 
#0315773 7/15/2026 7/22/2026 
7/29/2026 8/5/2026

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER
26CUB02443

Superior Court of the State of 
California, for the county of 
KERN
1215 Truxtun Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Civil - Metropolitan Division 
Justice Building
PETITION OF: MIRIAM CALDERON
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:

Petitioner: MIRIAM CALDERON
Filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as 
follows:
Present name
MATTHEW JAMES MARTINEZ
Proposed name
MATTHEW JAMES CALDERON
THE COURT ORDERS: that all 
persons interested in this matter 
appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a 
written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: August 31, 2026
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept: L
The address of the court is: 
same as noted above
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once a week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county BAKERSFIELD 
NEWS OBSERVER
Non petitioning parent to be served 
as required by CCP 1277
Date: July 1, 2026
Gina M. Cervantes,
Judicial Officer
Andrea Sanders,
Deputy Clerk
Petitioner:
Miriam Calderon
11005 Mirage Dr,
Bakersfield, CA 93311
Telephone: (661) 858-8627

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER
26CUB02491

Superior Court of the State of 
California, for the county of 
KERN
1215 Truxtun Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Metro Justice Building
PETITION OF: ANGEL LEE 
HERNANDEZ
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner: ANGEL LEE HERNANDEZ
Filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as 
follows:
Present name
ANGEL LEE HERNANDEZ
Proposed name
SAGE LEE HERNANDEZ
THE COURT ORDERS: that all 
persons interested in this matter 
appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a 
written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: September 1, 2026
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept: L
The address of the court is: 
same as noted above
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once a week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county BAKERSFIELD 
NEWS OBSERVER
Date: July 2, 2026
Gina M. Cervantes,
Judicial Officer
Andrea Sanders,
Deputy Clerk
Petitioner:
Angel Lee Hernandez
3200 Q Street,
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Telephone: (661) 569-4295

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B3630
Doing business as: 

THE FRESH PRESS at 607 BLUE 
MOUNTAIN WAY APT B, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
MYG FOODS LLC at 607 BLUE 
MOUNTAIN WAY APT B, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: Max Gerber, Manager
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/04/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 9, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
9, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO: 2026-B4143
Doing business as: 

J & C TRANSPORT at 5420 
SEASONS DR, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JOSE ARTURO CALDERON RAMIREZ 
at 5420 SEASONS DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: JOSE ARTURO CALDERON 
RAMIREZ
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 6, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
6, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4175
Doing business as: 

GLEN BROWN MIRACLE MINISTRIES 
at 26221 OAKFLAT DR., 
TEHACHAPI, CA 93561
Mailing Address: PO BOX 
13006, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93389
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
FREEDOM FAITH INTERNATIONAL, 
INCORPORATED at PO BOX 13006, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93389
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: Carrie Brown, Secretary
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
11/06/1980
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 8, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
8, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4174
Doing business as: 

CITY CHRISTIAN CHURCH at 
26941 MEDICINE BOW CT, 
TEHACHAPI, CA 93561
Mailing Address: PO BOX 
13006, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93389
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
FREEDOM FAITH INTERNATIONAL, 
INCORPORATED at PO BOX 13006, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93389
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: Carrie Brown, Secretary
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
11/06/1980
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 8, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
8, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4104
Doing business as: 

CALIDENTAL BAKERSFIELD at 3318 
NILES ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93306
Mailing Address: 1009 N H ST 
STE P, LOMPOC, CA 93436
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
AZAD DMD, INC.  at 1009 N H ST 
STE P, LOMPOC, CA 93436
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation

SIGNED: PATRICK MIYAMASU, 
Secretary
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
02/22/2021
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 2, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
2, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B3824
Doing business as: 

A.V. CLASSIC RESTORATION at 
3120 JUNIPER RIDGE CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
Mailing Address: 3120 JUNIPER 
RIDGE CT, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93306
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ALFONSO VALADEZ  at 3120 
JUNIPER RIDGE CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: ALFONSO VALADEZ
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 18, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
18, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4039
Doing business as: 

GRC MOBILE CAR WASH & DETAILING 
at 9 GRIFFITHS STREET, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
Mailing Address: 9 GRIFFITHS 
STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93309
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
RAFAEL ANTONIO PONCE CARRASCO  
at 9 GRIFFITHS STREET, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: RAFAEL ANTONIO PONCE 
CARRASCO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
05/01/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 29, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
29, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4099
Doing business as: 

SMELL THE FLOURS at 1016 SILVER 
OAK DR, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93312
Mailing Address: 1016 SILVER 
OAK DR, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93312
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
HANNAH ISABELLA MARIE WALL 
at 1016 SILVER OAK DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
DYLAN JACOB WALL at 
1016 SILVER OAK DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: 
Married Couple
SIGNED: HANNAH WALL
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 1, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,

Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
1, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4261
Doing business as: 

VORTER CONTRACT GROUP 
at 1212 TELEGRAPH AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93305
Mailing Address: 1212 
TELEGRAPH AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93305
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
STEVEN CORDOVA ARMAS  at 
1212 TELEGRAPH AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93305
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: STEVEN CORDOVA 
ARMAS
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 10, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
10, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2026-B2196

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: 

BIG BLEU’S SEAFOOD at 1100 1ST 
STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Registrant(s) whose wish to 
abandon the business name:
WESSIE TABIA LEWIS III at 1100 
1ST STREET, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93304
GENETRA RICHARDSON at 1100 
1ST STREET, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93304
The business is conducted by: a 
Married Couple
SIGNED: WESSIE TABIA LEWIS III, 
OWNER
The original fictitious business 
name statement was filed on: 
April 9, 2026
Original File No: 2026-B2196
This fictitious business name 
statement was abandoned as 
of: July 7, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime.)

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2023-B6702

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: RENEWED COATINGS
Street address of business:
12515 HIGH COUNTRY DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
12515 HIGH COUNTRY DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
Registrant(s) who wish to 
abandon the business name:
IZAK TRYSTAN CHOW at 12515 
HIGH COUNTRY DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information, 
which he or she knows to be 
false is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: an 
Individual
SIGNED: IZAK TRYSTAN CHOW, 
OWNER
This statement of abandonment 
filed on: July 7, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 15, 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF

DONALD UNDERWOOD aka 
DON UNDERWOOD

CASE NUMBER:
26PRJ00653

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be 
interested in the will 
or estate, or both, of 
DONALD UNDERWOOD 

aka DON UNDERWOOD
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by KATHRYN 
UNDERWOOD
in the Superior Court of 
California, County of Kern
2100 College Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93305
Juvenile Justice Center
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE 
requests that KATHRYN 
UNDERWOOD be 
appointed as personal 
representative to 
administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests 
the decedent’s will 
and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The 
will and any codicils are 
available for examination 
in the file kept by the 
court.
THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer 
the estate under 
the Independent 
Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal 
representative to take 
many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain 
very important actions, 
however, the personal 
representative will be 
required to give notice 
to interested persons 
unless they have waived 
notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) 
The independent 
administration authority 
will be granted unless an 
interested person files an 
objection to the petition 
and shows good cause 
why the court should not 
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows:
Date: August 21, 2026
Time: 8:30 a.m.  Dept: J-1
Room:
Address of court: same as 
noted above
IF YOU OBJECT to the 
granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the 
hearing and state your 
objections or file written 
objections with the 
court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may 
be in person or by your 
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a 
contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the 
personal representative 
appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal 
representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes 
and legal authority 
may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested 
in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal 
of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is 
available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
GERALD H. OLDFIELD, 
ESQ.
McAtee & Oldfield Law 
Offices
1810 Westwind Dr.
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Telephone: (661) 
324-6010

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 
2026

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER
26CUB02389

Superior Court of the State of 
California, for the county of 
KERN
1215 Truxtun Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93301
PETITION OF: FERNANDO RAMON 
LOPEZ 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner: FERNANDO RAMON 
LOPEZ Filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing 
names as follows:
Present name
FERNANDO RAMON LOPEZ
Proposed name
FERNANDO RAMÓN LÓPEZ-QUIRARTE
THE COURT ORDERS: that all 
persons interested in this matter 
appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a 
written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no 

written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: September 8, 2026
Time: 8:30 AM
Dept: L
The address of the court is: 
same as noted above
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once a week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 
in this county BAKERSFIELD 
NEWS OBSERVER
Date: July 2, 2026
Gina M. Cervantes,
Judicial Officer
Andrea Sanders,
Deputy Clerk
Petitioner:
Fernando Ramon Lopez
2524 Alder St.
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Telephone: (661) 330-7951

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4248
FILE NO: 2026-B4249
Doing business as: 

PRO SE LEGAL DOCS / PRO SE LEGAL 
at 1500 MCLEAN ST SUITE 171, 
RIDGECREST, CA 93555
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
BY THE PEOPLE INC at 556 
CAMINO MERCADO, ARROYO 
GRANDE, CA 93420
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: TYLER BREWER, CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 10, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
10, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B3750
Doing business as: 

THE COZY KITCHEN at 7823 
BRISTOL SPRING AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ARIYANA AZALIA SALINAS at 
7823 BRISTOL SPRING AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: ARIYANA AZALIA 
SALINAS
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 15, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
15, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4271
Doing business as: 

LOS BARRIENTOS TRUCKING INC at 
8753 JERRY ST, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
LOS BARRIENTOS TRUCKING INC at 
8753 JERRY ST, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: EUGENIO BARRIENTOS 
SANCHEZ, CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 13, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 

law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
13, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4272
Doing business as: 

SOLIS R&E TRUCKING LLC at 1112 
23RD AVENUE, DELANO, CA 
93215
Mailing Address: 1112 23RD 
AVE, DELANO, CA 93215
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
SOLIS R&E TRUCKING LLC at 1112 
23RD AVE, DELANO, CA 93215
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: ERNESTO JR SOLIS, 
MANAGER
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 13, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
13, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4273
Doing business as: 

M.C BALLISTIC MANAGEMENT LLC 
at 505 BRIDGE PASS DRIVE 
SUITE A, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93312
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
M.C BALLISTIC MANAGEMENT LLC 
at 505 BRIDGE PASS DRIVE 
SUITE A, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93312
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: MICHAEL MURCH, 
MANAGER
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 13, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
13, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B3730
Doing business as: 

COOL KIDZ DENTAL at 3117 
PANAMA LN. SUITE D, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
REDDY DEHNADI REDDY DDS, INC. 
at 3117 PANAMA LN. SUITE D, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: AVESTA REDDY, CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 15, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
15, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
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NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4228
Doing business as: 

THE KING’S LOAF at 2520 
VALENCIA DR., BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93306
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
AMANDA LORRAINE PEREZ at 2520 
VALENCIA DR., BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: AMANDA LORRAINE 
PEREZ
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 10, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
10, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4298
Doing business as: 

UPPER ROOM REAL ESTATE GROUP 
at 2611 F ST, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93301
Mailing Address: 9702 
BLOUNTSVILLE DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
NEFTALI HERNANDEZ at 
9702 BLOUNTSVILLE DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: NEFTALI HERNANDEZ
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 14, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
14, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4085
Doing business as: 

GPS INSPECTIONS at 9019 OAK 
HILLS AVENUE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93312
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
GINUSTRIES LLC at 9019 OAK 
HILLS AVENUE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93312
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: GAVIN WAYNE SMITH, 
PRESIDENT
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: June 30, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
30, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4310
Doing business as: 

FORTUITOUS STRAYS at 
2019 BRANCHWOOD CT, 
ROSAMOND, CA 93560
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CHRISTOL JADE HELPHINGSTINE 
at 2019 BRANCHWOOD CT, 
ROSAMOND, CA 93560
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual

SIGNED: CHRISTOL JADE 
HELPHINGSTINE
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 14, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
14, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4309
Doing business as: 

GOBANANACO at 601 QUAILPARK 
CT, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
HANNAH RYANE BRAUGHTON at 601 
QUAILPARK CT, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93309
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: HANNAH RYANE 
BRAUGHTON
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 14, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
14, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4286
Doing business as: 

GUZMAN OCCUPATIONAL 
CONSULTING at 4900 CALIFORNIA 
AVE, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
Mailing Address: 1925 3RD 
STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JACQUELINE GUZMAN at 1925 3RD 
STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: JACQUELINE GUZMAN
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
07/13/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 13, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
13, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4278
Doing business as: 

S&A LEGACY SIGNINGS at 913 
MICHELLE LANE, TEHACHAPI, 
CA 93561
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
SHANNON LENE COSSEY at 913 
MICHELLE LANE, TEHACHAPI, 
CA 93561
ADRIANNA PAIGE NIETO at 913 
MICHELLE LANE, TEHACHAPI, 
CA 93561
The business is conducted by: a 
General Partnership
SIGNED: SHANNON LENE COSSEY
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 13, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 

from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
13, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4305
Doing business as: 

MIXED SIGNALS at 2726 SCOTT 
PLACE, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93306
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
MONIQUE MARIA MORALES at 2726 
SCOTT PLACE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: MONIQUE MARIA 
MORALES
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 14, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
14, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4336
Doing business as: 

BELLE TERRACE BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH SERVICES at 1600 
E. BELLE TERRACE AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307-3871
Mailing Address: PO BOX 
21810, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93390-1810
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CLINICA SIERRA VISTA at 
9525 CAMINO MEDIA, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311-1314
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: OLGA MEAVE, MD, Chief 
Executive Officer
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 15, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
15, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4338
Doing business as: 

STOCKDALE BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SERVICES at 5121 STOCKDALE 
HWY, STE 275, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93309-2664
Mailing Address: PO BOX 
21810, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93390-1810
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CLINICA SIERRA VISTA at 
9525 CAMINO MEDIA, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311-1314
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: OLGA MEAVE, MD, Chief 
Executive Officer
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 15, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 

business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
15, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4367
Doing business as: 

CROSSFIT 1018 at 3960 
TERRACOTTA COURT C, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JENSAM FITNESS INC at 3960 
TERRACOTTA COURT C, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: JENNIE SAMARRIPAS, 
CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: July 16, 
2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 16, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
16, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4319
2026-B4320

Doing business as: 
BJK / BARRINGTON’S JAMAICAN 
KITCHEN at 2207 BRUNDAGE 
LANE L4, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
BARRINGTON’S JAMAICAN KITCHEN 
at 2207 BRUNDAGE LANE L4, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93304
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: BARRINGTON LEWIS, 
CEO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
09/10/2017
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 14, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
14, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4392
Doing business as: 

KARO&CO.SALON at 1017 BEAR 
MOUNTAIN BLVD. SUITE A, 
ARVIN, CA 93203
Mailing Address: 1433 CHICO 
CT, ARVIN, CA 93203
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
KARINA CISNEROS GARCIA at 1433 
CHICO CT, ARVIN, CA 93203
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: KARINA CISNEROS 
GARCIA
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 17, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
17, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4359
Doing business as: 

AYALA MOBILE AUTO SPA DETAILING 
at 925 P ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CRYSLI YATSIN AYALA GONZALEZ at 
925 P ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: CRYSLI YATSIN AYALA 
GONZALEZ
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 16, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
16, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 22, 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4354
Doing business as: 

CENTRIC HEALTH at 2901 Sillect 
Avenue, Suite 100, Bakersfield, 
CA 93308
Mailing Address: 11612 
Bolthouse Drive, Suite 200, 
Bakersfield, CA 93311
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JASLEEN DUGGAL, M.D., INC., A 
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION at 
3008 Sillect Avenue, Suite 220, 
Bakersfield, CA 93308
State of incorp. or org.: CA
PARIKSHAT SHARMA, INC., A 
MEDICAL CORPORATION at 2403 
Windermere, Bakersfield, CA 
93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
GOLDEN VALLEY MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATES, INC. at 4813 Coffee 
Road, Bakersfield, CA 93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
CENTRIC URGENT CARE, INC. at 
11612 Bolthouse Drive, Suite 
200, Bakersfield, CA 93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
BRIJ BHAMBI, M.D., INC. at 
2509 CRAIGNORE ST, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
SARABJEET SINGH, M.D., A 
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
at 12103 HURST PARK DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
SANJIV SHARMA, M.D., INC. at 
10806 RAMSGATE WAY, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
PETER NALOS, MD at 2901 
SILLECT AVE, SUITE 100, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
State of incorp. or org.: CA
NIRAJ DOCTOR, M.D., INC. at 2901 
SILLECT AVE, SUITE 100, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
State of incorp. or org.: CA
KIRIT R. DESAI, M.D at 2901 
SILLECT AVE, SUITE 100, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
State of incorp. or org.: CA
APEX INTERVENTIONAL SOLUTIONS, 
INC. at 2901 SILLECT AVE, 
SUITE 100, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93308
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
General Partnership
SIGNED: Brijesh Bhambi, M.D., 
Managing Partner
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
03/16/2016
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 16, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
16, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF
MARCELINO CASTANEDA

CASE NUMBER:
26PRJ00814

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise 
be interested in the 
will or estate, or 
both, of MARCELINO 
CASTANEDA:
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has 
been filed by LEONARD 
RENE CASTANEDA
in the Superior Court of 
California, County of Kern
2100 College Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93305

Juvenile Justice Center
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE 
requests that LEONARD 
RENE CASTANEDA be 
appointed as personal 
representative to 
administer the estate of 
the decedent.
THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer 
the estate under 
the Independent 
Administration of Estates 
Act. (This authority 
will allow the personal 
representative to take 
many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain 
very important actions, 
however, the personal 
representative will be 
required to give notice 
to interested persons 
unless they have waived 
notice or consented to 
the proposed action.) 
The independent 
administration authority 
will be granted unless an 
interested person files an 
objection to the petition 
and shows good cause 
why the court should not 
grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows:
Date: August 21, 2026
Time: 8:30 A.M.  Dept: J1
Room:
Address of court: same as 
noted above
IF YOU OBJECT to the 
granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the 
hearing and state your 
objections or file written 
objections with the 
court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may 
be in person or by your 
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a 
contingent creditor of the 
decedent, you must file 
your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the 
personal representative 
appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal 
representative, as defined 
in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. 
Other California statutes 
and legal authority 
may affect your rights 
as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable 
in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file 
kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested 
in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request 
for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an 
inventory and appraisal 
of estate assets or of any 
petition or account as 
provided in Probate Code 
section 1250. A Request 
for Special Notice form is 
available from the court 
clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner:
BRANDON B. HOLLADAY, 
ESQ. BR
The Law Offices of Young 
& Nichols
1901 Truxtun Avenue,
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Telephone: (661) 
861-7911

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4254
Doing business as: 

THE PLAYHOUSE CAFE at 4501 
STINE RD SUITE 201, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
Mailing Address: 2181 E 
HOGAN AVE, FRESNO, CA 
93730
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
HD PLAY CAFE LLC at 2181 E 
HOGAN AVE, FRESNO, CA 
93730
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: Hardave Deol, Member
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 10, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
10, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 

2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4187
Doing business as: 

KILPATRICK THERAPY at 
1522 18TH STREET #301, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
Mailing Address: 8314 
CRAWFORD BAY CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CARMEN MAGDALENA CHRISTINA 
KILPATRICK at 8314 CRAWFORD 
BAY CT, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93312
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: CARMEN MAGDALENA 
CHRISTINA KILPATRICK
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
07/06/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 8, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
8, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4385
Doing business as: 

ANGIE’S CAKES at 8049 NETTIE 
CT, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
MARIA ANGELICA GARCIA 
GARAY at 8049 NETTIE CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: MARIA ANGELICA GARCIA 
GARAY
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 17, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
17, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4433
Doing business as: 

KC INTUITIVE WINDOW TINT at 7812 
N. LAURELGLEN BLV APT.C, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ALAIN ALVAREZ ACEVEDO at 7812 
N. LAURELGLEN BLV APT.C, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: ALAIN ALVAREZ ACEVEDO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
03/23/2023
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 21, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
21, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4342
Doing business as: 

HOUSE OF ROLLS at 2600 
SABLEWOOD DR APT #M262, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ISABELLA EDEN AGUILAR at 2600 
SABLEWOOD DR APT #M262, 

BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
JOSE ANDRES AGUILAR at 2600 
SABLEWOOD DR APT #M262, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: 
Married Couple
SIGNED: AGUILAR, JOSE
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 15, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
15, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4442
Doing business as: 

ELEVARE LEARNING LLC at 2020 
EYE ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93301
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ELEVARE LEARNING LLC at 2020 
EYE ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93301
State of incorp. or org.: FL
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: Oscar Luna, CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 21, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
21, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4219
Doing business as: 

BALANCED MAMA CO. at 520 21ST 
ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
Mailing Address: 3400 
PEGASUS DR #81171, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93380
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
RAINBOW ROCK, LLC at 5830 E 
2ND ST STE 6300, CASPER, 
WY 82609
State of incorp. or org.: WY
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: Sharon Shin Ramos, 
CEO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/29/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 9, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
9, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4446
Doing business as: 

SCORPION JUNK REMOVAL at 
5700 E BRUNDAGE LN, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
SCORPION JUNK REMOVAL LLC 
at 5700 E BRUNDAGE LN, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: DOMINIQUE LEO NORRIS, 
MEMBER
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
12/12/2024
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 21, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
21, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4327
Doing business as: 

A HAPPY HEART RCFE at 13208 
INDURAN DR., BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93314
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
WE CARE MEDICAL SERVICES INC at 
13206 MONARCH PALM AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: MICHELLE LIGON, CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 14, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
14, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4474
Doing business as: 

CALIMEX TRANSPORT INC at 107 
LINELL WAY, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CALIMEX TRANSPORT INC at 107 
LINELL WAY, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: GERARDO CHAVEZ AYALA, 
CEO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 22, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
22, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4361
Doing business as: 

HORSE SENSE MORTGAGE SERVICES 
at 215 IRISH CRYSTAL CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
GENEVIEVE NICOLE CONROY 
at 215 IRISH CRYSTAL CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: GENEVIEVE NICOLE 
CONROY
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
09/01/2017
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 16, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).

I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
16, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4489
2026-B4490

Doing business as: 
MY 365 SAVINGS / MY365SAVINGS.
COM at 728 21ST STREET, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
Mailing Address: 1201 
24TH STREET B110 #360, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
PATRICK WAYNE JR JACKSON at 
1201 24TH STREET B110 #360, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: PATRICK WAYNE JR 
JACKSON
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
07/01/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4497
Doing business as: 

KERN TUTORING at 930 TRUXTUN 
AVE., BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
GUSTAVO LUNA CORTES at 930 
TRUXTUN AVE., BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93301
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: GUSTAVO LUNA CORTES
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
08/08/2018
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4281
Doing business as: 

AYD TRAILERS INC. at 
7641 CARROT PLACE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
AYD TRAILERS INC. at 215 IRISH 
CRYSTAL CT, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93314
State of incorp. or org: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: NIGAR SULTANA, 
PRESIDENT
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/01/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 13, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
13, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO: 2026-B4503

2026-B4504
Doing business as: 

ADI SMOG / ADI AUTO SERVICES 
at 4310 WIBLE RD #B, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
SAJI M ADI at 4310 WIBLE RD 
#B, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: SAJI M ADI
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
03/24/2015
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B3999
Doing business as: 

AJ’S TUXEDO JUNCTION at 2527 
F STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93301
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
DAX RUANDI CHAVEZ at 2527 F 
STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93301
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: DAX RUANDI CHAVEZ
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
08/06/2013
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 25, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
25, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4531
Doing business as: 

RIP N’ ROLL LIVE AUCTIONS at 
3110 CHAMPAGNE WAY, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JORGE DAVID GALVEZ CEJA JR 
at 3110 CHAMPAGNE WAY, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: JORGE DAVID GALVEZ 
CEJA JR
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 24, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
24, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4435
Doing business as: 

ANCESTRAL THERAPY at 2720 
KAREN PL., BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93307
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
DENISSE BIANED SILVA 
ESCOBAR at 2720 KAREN PL., 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: DENISSE BIANED SILVA 
ESCOBAR
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 

04/11/2025
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 21, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
21, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4026
Doing business as: 

ELITE INTEGRATED CEILING 
COMPANY at 1008 CURTIS DR, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
EDGAR FLORES at 1008 CURTIS 
DR, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: EDGAR FLORES
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/26/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 26, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
26, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4532
Doing business as: 

MATTRESS BY APPOINTMENT 
BAKERSFIELD at 3428 STINE RD, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
Mailing Address: 16635 
STARVIEW CT, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93314
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JLK VENTURES LLC at 16635 
STARVIEW CT, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93314
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: JERRAD KISER, 
Managing Member
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 24, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
24, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2023-B1935

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: 

KERN COUNTY INTUITIVE WINDOW 
TINT at 7812 N LAURELGLEN 
BLVD. APT. C, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93309
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Registrant(s) whose wish to 
abandon the business name:
ALAIN ALVAREZ ACEVEDO at 7812 
N LAURELGLEN BLVD. APT. C, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information, 
which he or she knows to be 
false is guilty of a crime.)
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: ALAIN ALVAREZ 
ACEVEDO, OWNER
This fictitious business name 
statement was abandoned as 
of: July 21, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 

2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2025-B2797

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: 

S REYES TRANSPORTATION 
LLC at 2701 PINHEIRO CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Registrant(s) whose wish to 
abandon the business name:
S REYES TRANSPORTATION 
LLC at 2701 PINHEIRO CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information, 
which he or she knows to be 
false is guilty of a crime.)
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: STEVEN REYES, 
MANAGER
This fictitious business name 
statement was abandoned as 
of: July 22, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2025-B4422

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: 

ANCESTRAL THERAPY at 
1927 D STREET SUITE #5, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Registrant(s) whose wish to 
abandon the business name:
DENISSE BIANED SILVA ESCOBAR 
at 1927 D STREET SUITE #5, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information, 
which he or she knows to be 
false is guilty of a crime.)
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: DENISSE BIANED SILVA 
ESCOBAR, OWNER
This fictitious business name 
statement was abandoned as 
of: July 21, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Jul 29, Aug 5, 12, 19, 
2026

Public Notice: This is to notify 
the following persons that his/
her personal household and/
or miscellaneous goods will be 
sold at public auction or private 
sale. Stor It Self Storage 4200 
Patton Way Bakersfield, CA 
93308. The sale will take place 
online at www.storagetreasures.
com; the bidding will end August 
19th, 2026 at 6:00 pm.
I002 Rosalina Aguirre; K082 
Erika Chavez; B026 John J. 
Lopez Jr.; H041 Alfonso Rios; 
A044 Rita Sivongxay; H003 
Skyler Wolford; I020 Christopher 
Woodard 

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 2026

Public Notice: This is to notify 
the following persons that his/
her personal household and/
or miscellaneous goods will be 
sold at public auction or private 
sale. Stor It Self Storage 4840 
Allen Rd Bakersfield, CA 93314. 
The sale will take place online at 
www.storagetreasures.com; the 
bidding will end on August 19th, 
2026, at 6:00pm.
U23 Tawny Seagraves; H12 
Kelly Terrence

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 2026

2024 GMC SAVANA FOR SALE ON  
8/19/26
VIN: 7GZY7RF76RN007075
Lien Sale will take place at 10:00 
AM at PAYLESS TOWING
1400 WASHINGTON ST,
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93305
(661)325-7700

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 2026

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Kelly Tatiana Luna Cruz
14100 London Lane
Rockville, MD 20853
v.
Jose Eliseo Robles Gavidia
815 Normandy Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93306
CIVIL NO. C-15-FM-26002654
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
A Complaint for Custody with a 
Motion for Factual Findings was 
filed with the Circuit Court for 
Montgomery County, Maryland 
on May 14, 2026. The Plaintiff 
Kelly Tatiana Luna Cruz, by her 
attorney is seeking sole legal 
and physical Custody of her 
minor son child Waldyn Jafet 
Robles Luna, the Plaintiff is 
also asking this court to make 
the necessary factual findings 
to enable the minor child to 
petition the US Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) 
for Special Immigrant Juvenile 
Status. The Defendant Jose 
Eliseo Robles Gavidia, who is 
the biological father of the minor 
child, abandoned the child when 
the mother of the child was 
pregnant with his child.
It is this 23rd day of July, 2026, 
ORDERED, that the Plaintiff 
cause a copy of this notice to be 
published at least once a week 
for three consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper of general circulation 
published in Bakersfield, 
California; publication must be 
completed by August 20, 2026; 
Defendant must file a response 
on or before September 29, 2026; 
Defendant is warned that failure 
to file a response within the time 
allowed may result in default 
judgment or the granting of the 
relief sought.

Signed: Karen A. Bushell, Clerk of 
the Circuit Court for
Montgomery County, Maryland.
SB
Alexandra Monroy, Esq.
6851 Oak Hall Lane, Suite 207
Columbia, MD 21045
Tel. 410-220-2605
FILED: JUL 30 2026
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Montgomery County, Md.

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19,, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4045
Doing business as: 

TEPEQUE TRUCKING at 2649 
POTOMAC AVE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
Mailing Address: 2649 
POTOMAC AVE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ARTURO A GONZALEZ VARGAS 
at 2649 POTOMAC AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: ARTURO A GONZALEZ 
VARGAS
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
June 29, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: June 
29, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4469
Doing business as: 

LA MEXICANA PRODUCTOS 
NATURALES #2 at 3800 NILES ST 
#9, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
Mailing Address: 3800 NILES ST 
#9, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
KAREN ELIZABETH SAAVEDRA 
AYALA at 3800 NILES ST #9, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: KAREN ELIZABETH 
SAAVEDRA AYALA
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 22, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
22, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4483
Doing business as: 

CHAOS CONTROL CONSULTING 
at 15301 MABEL CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
Mailing Address: 15301 MABEL 
CT, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
KIRK WILLIAM BLAIR at 15301 
MABEL CT, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93314
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: KIRK WILLIAM BLAIR
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4493
Doing business as: 

A2 ENGINEERING at 12101 
CROWN CREST DRIVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
Mailing Address: 12101 CROWN 
CREST DRIVE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93311
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
A2 ENGINEERING LLC at 12101 
CROWN CREST DRIVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: MANPREET SINGH BEHL, 
MEMBER
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4501
Doing business as: 

CONLEE OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 
at 13407 RAPHAEL AVENUE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
Mailing Address: 13407 
RAPHAEL AVENUE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CONLEE OUTDOOR ADVERTISING LLC 
at 13407 RAPHAEL AVENUE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Limited Liability Company
SIGNED: SHELLI CARLOVSKY, 
Manager
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
05/24/2007
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4462
Doing business as: 

JAQUELINE BEAUTY BARBER at 
1006 HAVEN DR, ARVIN, CA 
93203
Mailing Address: 6601 
EUCALYPTUS DR SPC 117, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
WILSON DAVID MORAN LOPEZ at 
1006 HAVEN DR, ARVIN, CA 
93203
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: WILSON DAVID MORAN 
LOPEZ
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 22, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
22, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4605
Doing business as: 

MA’MI MOVEMENT at 119 L ST. 
APT G, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
Mailing Address: 119 L ST. APT 
G, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93304
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
BRITANY BREANNA COLEMAN at 
119 L ST. APT G, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93304
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: BRITANY BREANNA 

COLEMAN
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
10/11/2025
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 28, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
28, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4613
Doing business as: 

SLICED at 2543 F ST, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
Mailing Address: 2543 F ST, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93301
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
BRAR BUSINESS ENTERPRISES at 
2543 F ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93301
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: a 
Corporation
SIGNED: DILPREET BRAR, 
President
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
07/28/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 28, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
28, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4502
Doing business as: 

GIAN PEST AND WEED SOLUTION 
at 5424 MARCY ST, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93304
Mailing Address: 5424 MARCY 
ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93304
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CARLOS M. SOLORZANO at 5424 
MARCY ST, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93304
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: CARLOS M. SOLORZANO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 23, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
23, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4468
Doing business as: 

LA MEXICANA PRODUCTOS 
NATURALES at 3933 S. CHESTER 
AVE, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
Mailing Address: 3933 S. 
CHESTER AVE, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93307
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
MARINA ELIZABETH VELASCO 
at 3933 S. CHESTER AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: MARINA ELIZABETH 
VELASCO
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County on: 
July 22, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M VACA RAMOS,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
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Legal NoticesLegal Notices
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
22, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4661
Doing business as: 

ELITE CAR AUDIO at 3740 N 
SILLECT AVE UNIT 2D, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
Mailing Address: 3740 N 
SILLECT AVE UNIT 2D, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
RYAN A BALLESTERO at 3740 
N SILLECT AVE UNIT 2D, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: RYAN A BALLESTERO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
03/01/2021
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 30, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 

the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
30, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4139
Doing business as: 

ASE SCAFFOLD SOLUTIONS at 
512 BLUE MEADOW CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ELVIN ADALBERTO BRAVO at 
512 BLUE MEADOW CT, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: ELVIN ADALBERTO BRAVO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/08/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 6, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 

the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
6, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4523
Doing business as: 

LADY J’S WILD FLOUR BAKEHOUSE 
at 522 LEWISHAM ST, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93311
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
JASMINE SLOSS at 522 
LEWISHAM ST, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93311
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: JASMINE SLOSS
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
07/22/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 24, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: J PADILLA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 

the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
24, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4655
Doing business as: 

ASHRAM at 7500 DISTRICT 
BLVD, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
ASHRAM INC. at 7500 DISTRICT 
BLVD, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93313
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: 
Corporation
SIGNED: TIGRAN ARUYUNYAN, CFO
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/15/2023
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 29, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 

from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
29, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4699
Doing business as: 

A TAILORED LOOK at 2816 
CALLOWAY DRIVE, STE 102, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
Mailing Address: 8536 KERN 
CANYON ROAD, SPC 204, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
CYNTHIA DAWN PRINCE at 8536 
KERN CANYON ROAD, SPC 
204, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: CYNTHIA DAWN PRINCE
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
06/01/2025
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 31, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy

This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
31, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026-B4412
Doing business as: 

JORDYN TRANSPORT at 
11814 MONTAGUE AVE, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
Mailing Address: PO BOX 1224, 
PORT HUENEME, CA 93044
County: Kern
Full name of registrant(s):
EDWIN OSMIN MARTINEZ PINEDA 
at PO BOX 1224, PORT 
HUENEME, CA 93044
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: EDWIN OSMIN MARTINEZ 
PINEDA
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on: 
07/20/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Kern County 
on: July 20, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk

By: M HERNANDEZ,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s Office. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
20, 2031

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2026-B4645

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: 

ASHRAM at 7500 DISTRICT 
BLVD, BAKERSFIELD, CA 
93313
Mailing Address: same
County: Kern
Registrant(s) whose wish to 
abandon the business name:
THV ENTERPRISES at 3025 
FAIRFAX RD, BAKERSFIELD, 
CA 93306
HARJEET KAUR, LICENSED 
CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER INC. 
at 10907 QUEENBURY DR., 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information, 
which he or she knows to be 
false is guilty of a crime.)

The business is conducted by: 
General Partnership
SIGNED: THV ENTERPRISES, CEO
This fictitious business name 
statement was abandoned as 
of: July 29, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: D HINOJOSA,
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME
FILE NO: 2025-B3009

Business Name you wish to 
abandon: 

A TAILORED LOOK at 5549 
CALLOWAY DRIVE, #8, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93312
Mailing Address: 8536 KERN 
CANYON ROAD, SPC 204, 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
County: Kern
Registrant(s) whose wish to 
abandon the business name:
CYNTHIA DAWN PRINCE at 8536 
KERN CANYON ROAD, SPC 
204, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93306
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true information, 
which he or she knows to be 
false is guilty of a crime.)
The business is conducted by: 
Individual
SIGNED: CYNTHIA DAWN PRINCE, 
OWNER
This fictitious business name 
statement was abandoned as 
of: July 31, 2026
AIMEE X. ESPINOZA
County Clerk
By: M SALES,
Deputy

BAKERSFIELD
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 5, 12, 19, 26, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
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By Kate Wells and Stephanie Armour
The next foodborne illness outbreak could be 

much worse.
That’s the concern of food safety leaders across 

the U.S. who are raising alarms over federal cuts they 
say have made it harder to detect and stop the spread 
of foodborne illnesses, such as the recent outbreaks 
of cyclospora, which has  sickened thousands  in 
dozens of states. And they’re especially worried the 
next pathogen will be much more deadly.

Food safety in the U.S. is monitored by a 
piecemeal system of state and federal agencies. That 
network is in charge of detecting, investigating, and 
stopping outbreaks of foodborne illnesses. Key to 
the system is the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s FoodNet program, created after four 
children died from E. coli in hamburgers in the 
early 1990s. States participating in the program, 
officially called the Foodborne Diseases Active 
Surveillance Network, contact labs to get case data 
that can signal when a problem is emerging.

But in President Donald Trump’s second 
term, his administration has slashed billions 
of dollars in public health funding and fired 
thousands of workers at federal health agencies. It 
has also curtailed FoodNet, stopping the program’s 
mandatory tracking of cyclospora and five other 
pathogens that together kill hundreds of people in 
the U.S. each year.

“You’re basically allowing for outbreaks to 
continue without being figured out. Invariably 
more people will get sick,” said Bill Marler, a Seattle-
area food safety lawyer and advocate who has filed 
lawsuits against Taco Bell on behalf of people who 
allege they were sickened by cyclospora after eating 
there.

Under the changes to the FoodNet surveillance 
system, the 10 participating states — meant to 
represent a cross section of the broader population 
— no longer have to report cases of listeria, for 
example. That bacteria  kills as many as 30%  of 
people who are diagnosed with it.

Complications from listeria infections can 
include convulsions, miscarriage, and sepsis that 
damages organs. It’s much more rare than the type 
of E. coli bacteria still required to be tracked by 
FoodNet, but almost 95% of people infected with 
listeria wind up hospitalized. Listeria infections 
result in an estimated  170 to 260 deaths each 
year, according to numbers from the CDC and the 
Food and Drug Administration.

“It’s very hard to identify listeria outbreaks,” 
said Neal Fortin, the director of the Institute of 
Food Laws and Regulations at Michigan State 
University. Seeing it cut from FoodNet’s mandatory 
surveillance “really does disturb me,” he said.

Thirty-three people died and a pregnant 
woman had a miscarriage in 2011 after consuming 
cantaloupe contaminated  with listeria. The FDA 

identified the cause in less than two weeks.
States participating in FoodNet also no longer 

have to report illnesses caused by campylobacter, a 
bacteria often contracted from raw and undercooked 
poultry that afflicts an estimated 1.5 million people 
each year. The bacteria sickened about 60 people in 
Idaho this year in an outbreak linked to raw milk 
— a product Health and Human Services Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has championed, even though 
pasteurization kills harmful bacteria.

HHS denies that the changes to FoodNet or 
Trump administration staffing cuts have elevated 
the risk that future outbreaks will be harder to 
identify and stop.

“FDA investigators were not affected by staffing 
changes or force reductions, and the FY 2027 
President’s Budget proposes a $33 million increase 
for food safety activities,” HHS spokesperson Emily 
Hilliard said in an email. And the CDC never 
stopped monitoring illnesses caused by cyclospora, 
she said.

The CDC has other, passive surveillance 
systems, but they rely on states to report problems.

“There’s no requirement of how long it takes 
them to do that,” said Barbara Kowalcyk, the director 
of the Institute for Food Safety and Nutrition 

Security at George Washington University.
And the FDA meets only a fraction of the 

number of inspections mandated by Congress. The 
FDA hasn’t met its mandated targets  for domestic 
and foreign inspections since 2018, according 
to a report early last year by the Government 
Accountability Office.

Food safety  inspections of manufacturers  by 
the FDA plummeted from 10,641 facilities in 2011 
to about 4,500 a decade later. The agency had 432 
investigators  for domestic and foreign inspections 
in 2024, according to a GAO report.

That was before the Trump administration cut 
3,500 jobs at the FDA in a push to reduce federal 
spending.

Now, food safety leaders say the situation could 
get worse, because the Trump administration wants 
to push more routine food inspections to the states 
and further reduce the number of federal staffers 
that handle investigations and inspections.

State health departments are already 
overburdened from federal funding cuts and staffing 
shortages, forcing some to reduce or halt prevention 
programs so they can focus on more emergent 
concerns.

The cuts are being felt in Michigan, which has 

reported more than 7,000 cases of cyclosporiasis, 
the most of any state. The cyclospora parasite can 
cause frequent diarrhea that can last for days or 
even weeks, as well as abdominal pain, nausea, and 
fatigue.

The health department in Washtenaw County, 
Michigan, already pulled some staff off other work, 
such as immunizations and sexual health, to handle 
a recent measles outbreak that sickened seven 
people, including five kids. Now those same nurses 
are spending hours on the phone with hundreds of 
people with cyclosporiasis, trying to trace the source 
of their illness through weeks-old takeout receipts, 
bank statements, and recollections.

“We are starting to see the consequences of an 
underfunded public health system in 2026,” said 
Natasha Bagdasarian, Michigan’s chief medical 
executive. “Currently it’s cyclospora. Eventually, 
we are going to lose the ability to detect something 
else.”

KFF Health News is a national newsroom that 
produces in-depth journalism about health issues 
and is one of the core operating programs at KFF—
an independent source of health policy research, 
polling, and journalism. Learn more about KFF.

Cast of A Different World. — Netflix.

B y 
Von 
C . 

Howard
Black Press USA Wire

Ain’t That A VHIT
Some shows you watch. Others shape you.
A Different World did both. It gave us one of 

our first real glimpses into life at an HBCU, where 
Black excellence, growth, struggle, and purpose 

all coexisted. It wasn’t just entertainment; it was a 
vision. It showed us that college wasn’t just possible; 
it was ours.

Von C. HowardAs the theme song reminded 
us, “I know my parents love me… stand behind me, 
come what may,” grounding us in the importance of 
family and a sense of foundation as we stepped into 
new chapters of life.

That vision became real for me in the summer 
of 1997 when I arrived at Florida A&M University. 
Though I was nervous, being away from home for 
the first time, I quickly found myself at home on 
The Highest of Seven Hills. From 1997 to 2002, I 
didn’t just attend FAMU… I lived what A Different 
World had been preparing me for.

It was a place for everybody. For those who 
walked across the stage Magna or Summa Cum 
Laude, and for those who fought through challenges 
and still made it by the grace of God, earning that 
degree designation: “Thank Ya Lawdy.” No matter 
the path, the destination meant something.

It was also where family was built. Some 
found lifelong partners, while others created bonds 
through “play cousins” and friendships that became 
real family. And no matter how much time passes, 
every reconnection brings that feeling…

Homecoming.
Those experiences shaped me, late-night 

conversations, professors who poured into you, and 
moments that challenged you to grow. That wasn’t 
television anymore. That was life.

Today, I carry that same spirit forward.
I share it with my children, my nieces and 

nephews, and the young people I mentor, or even 
those I simply connect with for the culture. I’m not 
just telling them about college; I’m sharing what it 
feels like to be in a space that affirms who you are.

Because too many of our young people haven’t 
seen that vision.

They see highlights, but not the depth. They 
don’t always see that HBCUs are more than 

institutions; they are environments that build 
confidence, culture, and community.

And in this day and age, that truth matters 
even more.

HBCUs continue to stand as pillars of access, 
opportunity, and cultural identity at a time when 
they are facing unprecedented and, at times, unfair 
political and systemic pressures. Challenges around 
funding, policy decisions, and shifting educational 
priorities make it critical that we not only remember 
their value but actively protect and sustain them. 
These institutions have always done more with less, 
yet continue to produce leaders, innovators, and 
changemakers who shape our communities and our 
country.

So, we must reintroduce and uphold that 
“Different World.”

Parents, have the conversation.
Students, look deeper.
Alumni, tell your stories, invest, and stay 

connected.
Because as the song reminds us, “It’s a different 

world from where you come from,” and for many 
of us, it became exactly where we found ourselves.

This is more than a memory.
It is a world our ancestors built and a place 

where dreams and realities are made.
The post “We Lived It: Why A Different 

World Still Matters Today — An Ode to HBCUs” 
appeared first on The Westside Gazette.

Based on reporting by Westside Gazette.

We Lived It: Why a Different World 
Still Matters Today — an Ode to HBCUs 

Cyclospora Boosts Fears That Worse 
Foodborne Outbreaks Are Ahead

Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown speaks after receiving the Spingarn Medal from Rev. Dr. Frederick D. Haynes 
III, left, as actor Morris Chestnut, second from left and Brown’s children, Kizzie Brown-Duah, second 
from right and David Brown, right, look on.

By Special to The Post
BlackPressUSA

Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown, one of America’s 
most distinguished civil rights leaders, pastors, 
and advocates for justice, was awarded the 111th 
NAACP Spingarn Medal, the organization’s 
highest honor, during the 117th NAACP National 
Convention in Chicago on July 22.

The award recognizes Brown’s more than seven 
decades of extraordinary leadership advancing civil 
rights, racial justice, voting rights, religious freedom, 
and human dignity.

Hosted by acclaimed actor Morris Chestnut, 
the ceremony brought together NAACP delegates, 
civil rights leaders, elected officials, clergy, business 
leaders, and advocates from across the nation.

Special tributes honoring Rev. Dr. Brown were 
delivered by former Vice President Kamala Harris, 
former San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, former 
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, California 
Governor Gavin Newsom, and Elder Holland from 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
each recognizing his unwavering commitment to 
justice and his profound influence on generations 
of leaders.

Established in 1914 by Joel E. Spingarn, the 
Spingarn Medal is the NAACP’s highest honor, 
presented annually to an African American whose 
achievements reflect the highest ideals of excellence, 
service, and leadership.

Previous recipients include Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., Rosa Parks, Thurgood Marshall, Maya 
Angelou, Toni Morrison, Congressman James E. 
Clyburn, Dr. Hazel N. Dukes, and Vice President 
Kamala Harris.

Held under the convention theme “We, the 
People,” the 117th NAACP National Convention 
convened thousands of activists, elected officials, 
business leaders, clergy, and community advocates 
committed to advancing civil rights, equity, and 
opportunity as the United States approaches its 

250th anniversary.
The medal was presented to Brown by Rev. Dr. 

Frederick D. Haynes III, a longtime friend, spiritual 
son, and fellow champion for justice and peace. In 
his heartfelt introduction, Haynes affectionately 
described Brown as “You the Birthday,” a phrase 
from today’s young culture meaning, “You are 
amazing. You are awesome.”

Haynes celebrated Brown’s extraordinary life 
of service, recounting his many accomplishments, 
enduring influence, and unwavering commitment 
to preserving history of African Americans. Haynes 

praised Brown for using both his remarkable 
memory and his prophetic voice to uplift “the 
last, the least, and the left behind,” noting that he 
has always understood the sacred responsibility of 
standing for those who cannot stand for themselves 
– to speak the truth.

Concluding his tribute, Rev. Dr. Haynes 
offered a powerful charge:

“Maybe it is both providential and prophetic 
that we are honoring Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown 
today, because we need a Third Reconstruction in 
the face of a nation that is trying to dismantle the 

hard-fought gains of the Civil Rights Movement. 
Thank you, Amos C. Brown, and thank you, 
NAACP, for showing us the way toward that Third 
Reconstruction. “You the Birthday.”

During his acceptance remarks, Rev. Dr. 
Brown honored the women who helped shape his 
life and ministry—including his mother and father, 
sisters, his beloved wife, Jane Smith Brown, and 
Eliza Davis, founder of Third Baptist Church of 
San Francisco.

“I am deeply honored and humbled to receive 
the Spingarn Medal. This recognition is not simply 
about one individual—it represents the countless 
people who have dedicated their lives to the ongoing 
pursuit of justice, equality, and human dignity. Our 
work continues.” said Brown.

He also recognized on stage his longtime friend 
and fellow prophetic voice, Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. 
Wright Jr., urging that history faithfully preserve 
Wright’s influence on a generation of leaders. 
Wright, the renowned Chicago pastor emeritus 
mentored then-Senator Barack Obama.

This year’s Spingarn Medal recipient is a 
powerful reminder that we must continue to 
celebrate our own—to honor the women and men 
whose courage, sacrifice, and unwavering leadership 
have advanced the ongoing struggle for justice, 
equality, and democracy in America.

“This recognition celebrates not only our 
father’s extraordinary life of service but also the 
generations of people he has inspired to believe that 
justice requires both faith and action,” said Kizzie 
Brown-Duah, Brown’s daughter.

“Our family is deeply grateful to the NAACP 
for honoring a lifetime devoted to advancing 
freedom, dignity, and opportunity for all people.” 
Said Brown’s son, David Brown.

This story came from the media relation 
department of the office of Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown

Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown Awarded the NAACP’s 111th 
Spingarn Medal at the 117th National Convention

Adobe Stock Photo
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By Bo Tefu and Antonio Ray Harvey
California Black Media  

California Democratic Party 
Endorses 2026 General 
Election Candidates; Ballot 
Measures

 
The California Democratic Party (CADEM) 

has endorsed former attorney general of California 
and U.S. Health and Human Services Secretary 
Xavier Becerra for governor and announced its 
positions on the 14 statewide propositions appearing 
on California’s Nov. 3 general election ballot.

The endorsements were finalized during the 
party’s Executive Board meeting in San Diego and 
released Aug. 2.

Along with Becerra, CADEM endorsed Fiona 
Ma for lieutenant governor; Shirley N. Weber for 
secretary of state; Rob Bonta for attorney general; 
Eleni Kounalakis for treasurer; Malia Cohen for 
controller; Richard Barrera for superintendent 
of public instruction; and state Sen. Ben Allen 
(D-Santa Monica) for insurance commissioner.

The endorsement of Allen for Insurance 
Commissioner was particularly significant because 
the insurance commissioner’s race had remained the 
only statewide contest in which CADEM had not 
endorsed a candidate following the June primary.

“Every endorsement we make is earned, 
not given,” said CADEM Chair Rusty Hicks. 
“California Democrats take a deliberative approach 
to our endorsement process that puts our values first 
and ensures our members have a meaningful voice 
in shaping the future of our state.”

The party’s endorsement process includes 
participation from delegates and Executive Board 
members representing Democrats across California. 
Candidates generally must receive at least 60% of 
the votes cast to secure the party’s endorsement. If 
no candidate reaches that threshold, the party may 
declare “no consensus” in the race.

CADEM also endorsed four candidates for 
the California State Board of Equalization: Nelson 
Esparza in District 1, Sally Lieber in District 2, 
state Assemblymember Mike Gipson (D-Carson) 
in District 3 and state Sen. Tom Umberg (D-Santa 
Ana) in District 4.

 Gipson is a member of the California 
Legislative Black Caucus (CLBC). 

On statewide ballot measures, CADEM 
announced its support for Propositions 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 37, 38 and 40. The party opposes Propositions 
39, 41, 42, 43, 44 and 45, according to its official 
endorsement list.

CADEM issues endorsements in statewide, 
congressional and legislative races, as well as on 
statewide ballot propositions. Democratic County 
Central Committees generally oversee endorsements 
in municipal and other local contests.

 To find out more about your county’s Central 
Committee and their endorsement process, please 
use the link below: Find your local County Central 
Committee

California Lawmakers 
Return for Final Month of 
Legislative Session

The California Legislature’s summer recess has 
officially concluded, with lawmakers returning to 
Sacramento on Aug. 3 for the final four weeks of 
the 2025–2026 legislative session.

The packed agenda includes hundreds of active 
bills that cleared their initial policy committees 
before lawmakers began their summer break July 3.

Among the measures awaiting final action are 
several priorities of the California Legislative Black 
Caucus (CLBC), which advanced a sweeping “Road 
to Repair” reparations package in 2025.

One of the caucus’s key bills this legislative 
session is Assembly Bill (AB) 2599, the Truth in 
Disclosure Act. Authored by Assemblymember Isaac 
Bryan (D-Ladera Heights), vice chair of the CLBC, 
the bill would make California the first state in the 
nation to require major corporations to disclose 
under oath whether they or their predecessor 

companies profited from chattel slavery.
Earlier this year, the CLBC partnered with the 

California Legislative Women’s Caucus on a broader 
equity package designed to support families, reduce 
economic disparities and strengthen the state’s 
social safety net.

Other CLBC priority measures moving 
through the Legislature include AB 2434, the 
Visitor Protections and Safety Act, authored by 
Assemblymember Mia Bonta (D-Alameda); AB 
1755, which would eliminate CalWORKs work-
hour restrictions, authored by Assemblymember 
LaShae Sharp-Collins (D-La Mesa); and AB 1570, 
which would expand health insurance coverage for 
diagnostic imaging, authored by Assemblymember 
Lori Wilson (D-Suisun City).

Fiscal committees have until Aug. 14 to meet 
and send bills to the floor. From Aug. 17 through 
Aug. 31, lawmakers will focus on floor sessions, 
with no committee meetings scheduled except those 
of the Rules and conference committees.

The deadline to amend bills on the floor is 
Aug. 21. Both the Senate and Assembly have until 
midnight Aug. 31 to pass legislation and send it to 
the governor.

The California Constitution prohibits 
lawmakers from passing bills after Sept. 1 during 
the second year of a two-year legislative session.

 

California Is Partnering 
With Cities to Remove 
Homeless Encampments 
Along Highways

 
California is expanding its partnership with 

local governments to remove homeless encampments 
along state highways, adding Ontario, San 
Bernardino and San Diego to a growing statewide 
program aimed at improving public safety while 
connecting people experiencing homelessness with 
housing and supportive services.

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced the three 
new Encampment Delegated Maintenance 
Agreements on July 28, bringing the total number 
of participating cities to 13. Under the agreements, 
the state reimburses local agencies that work with 
the California Department of Transportation, or 
Caltrans, to remove encampments and maintain 
state highway rights-of-way.

The partnerships are part of the state’s 
broader strategy to address homelessness through 
coordinated efforts between state and local 
governments. Participating cities must follow state 
policies and reporting requirements to qualify for 
reimbursement of eligible cleanup costs.

“Our partnerships must continue delivering 
results, helping keep roadways clean and addressing 
the very real issues of homelessness in our state,” 
said Newsom. “By pairing historic state investments 
with local-level coordination, we are helping 
communities across California create safer, healthier 
places for everyone.”

 Under the agreements, local governments 
can remove encampments, collect litter and debris, 
manage vegetation and remove graffiti along state 
highways. State officials said encampments that 
pose risks to public health and safety remain the 
highest priority during cleanup operations.

 According to the governor’s office, Caltrans 
has removed nearly 26,500 encampments and 
collected approximately 457,000 cubic yards of 
litter and debris from state highway rights-of-way 
since July 2021. Similar agreements are already in 
place with San Francisco, Claremont, Commerce, 
Fresno, Paramount, Riverside, Santa Ana, Santa Fe 
Springs, San Jose and Santa Monica.

California Transportation Secretary Toks 
Omishakin said partnerships between state and local 
agencies strengthen efforts to improve safety while 
expanding pathways to housing and supportive 
services. Caltrans Director Dina El-Tawansy said 
the agreements combine state resources with 
local expertise to improve conditions for people 
experiencing homelessness and the traveling public.

 The announcement comes as the Newsom 
administration continues to highlight investments 
in homelessness programs, behavioral health 
services and permanent supportive housing. State 
officials said California recently recorded its largest 

reduction in unsheltered homelessness in more 
than 15 years and continues to expand shelter and 
housing options as part of its long-term strategy to 
reduce homelessness statewide.

 
 

Why Supporters of 
California Voter ID 
Proposition Are Suing 
Attorney General Bonta

Supporters of California’s Proposition (Prop) 
39 have filed a lawsuit against Attorney General Rob 
Bonta, alleging his office’s revised ballot title and 
summary for the voter ID initiative misrepresent 
the measure, which could mislead voters ahead of 
the November election.

 The lawsuit, filed in Sacramento County 
Superior Court, asks a judge to order changes to 
the ballot language before voter information guides 
and ballots are sent to print. The plaintiffs argue 
the revised wording violates California law, which 
requires ballot titles and summaries to provide a 
true and impartial description of a measure.

Prop 39 would require voters to present 
government-issued identification when voting 
in person or provide the last four digits of a 
government-issued identification number when 
voting by mail. The initiative would also require the 
state to issue voter identification cards upon request 
and direct election officials to maintain voter rolls 
and report annually on citizenship verification 
efforts. California currently does not require 
identification for most voters casting ballots.

The legal challenge centers on Bonta’s decision 
to change the initiative’s title from “Establishes 
additional voter identification and citizenship 
verification requirements,” which supporters used 
while gathering signatures, to “Prohibits citizens 
from voting unless they present government-issued 
identification.”

Supporters argue the revised language 
inaccurately suggests eligible citizens would be 
prevented from voting. In their court filing, they 
contend the measure instead establishes verification 
requirements that determine whether a ballot is 
counted and that the new title omits key provisions 
related to voter roll maintenance and citizenship 
verification.

 The lawsuit names both Bonta and Secretary 
of State Shirley Weber as defendants and seeks a 
ruling before the Aug. 10 deadline for finalizing 
ballot materials.

Assemblymember Carl DeMaio (R-San 
Diego), who is leading the Yes on 39 campaign, said 
the revised title is “designed to rig the election to 
produce a no vote” and argued it does not accurately 
describe the initiative. State Sen. Tony Strickland, 
a co-author of the measure, also criticized the 
changes, saying Californians should be able to 
evaluate the proposal without what he described as 
political influence in the ballot language.

Bonta defended the revisions, saying his office 
updated the language for all nine statewide ballot 
initiatives appearing on the November ballot. He 
said the Prop 39 title and summary are “more 
helpful to voters,” “more accurate” and comply 
with the state’s legal requirement to provide fair and 
impartial ballot descriptions.

A judge is expected to consider the case before 
election materials are finalized, though disputes 
over statewide ballot language may ultimately be 
reviewed by the California Supreme Court.

 Report: Next to Latinos, Blacks Have Second 
Highest Poverty Rate in California

Black Californians had the second-highest 
poverty rate in the state in 2024, trailing only 
Latinos, according to a new report from the Public 
Policy Institute of California (PPIC) and the 
Stanford Center on Poverty and Inequality.

The report found that 19% of Black 
Californians live below the California Poverty 
Measure, compared with 22% of Latinos, 15% of 
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders, and 13% 
of White Californians. Researchers said Latinos 
accounted for 51% of Californians living in poverty 
despite making up 41% of the state’s population.

 The findings come as California’s overall 
poverty rate increased to 17.4% in 2024, up from 
16.9% the previous year. The California Poverty 
Measure, which factors in the state’s high cost of 

living and the impact of taxes and public assistance, 
estimated that 6.7 million residents lived in poverty 
last year. Another 13.6 million Californians, or 
35% of the state’s population, were living in or near 
poverty.

 The report also found that poverty 
disproportionately affected immigrants, single-
parent households and residents with lower levels 
of education. Foreign-born Californians had a 
poverty rate of 22%, compared with 15% for U.S.-
born residents, while undocumented immigrants 
experienced a poverty rate of 37%. Adults without 
a high school diploma had a poverty rate of 31%, 
nearly four times that of college graduates.

Researchers found that public assistance 
programs continue to reduce economic hardship 
across the state. Without safety net programs, 
including CalFresh, tax credits, housing subsidies 
and school meal programs, an estimated 2.5 million 
more Californians would have fallen below the 
poverty line. Social Security alone prevented an 
additional 1.3 million older adults from living in 
poverty.

The report also found that employment did 
not shield many families from financial hardship. 
Nearly four in five Californians living in poverty 
belonged to families with at least one working 
adult, highlighting the continuing challenge of 
affording basic necessities in one of the nation’s 
most expensive states.

 

Health Advocates Warn 
Ending Medicare Drug 
Subsidies Could Raise 
Premiums in 2027

 
California health advocates and policymakers 

are raising concerns after the Trump administration 
announced it will end a federal subsidy program 
that has helped keep Medicare Part D prescription 
drug premiums low, a change expected to affect 
beneficiaries beginning in 2027.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
said the Medicare Part D premium stabilization 
program will expire at the end of 2026. The program 
currently provides federal subsidies to private 
insurance companies to help keep prescription 
drug plan premiums affordable for millions of 
older adults and people with disabilities enrolled in 
Medicare.

According to health policy nonprofit KFF, 
ending the subsidies could increase monthly 
premiums for some beneficiaries by as much as 
$20. Trump administration officials, however, said 
about half of Medicare Part D enrollees will either 
see premium increases of less than $10 a month 
or experience lower premiums, and that most 
beneficiaries will continue to have access to plans 
costing $10 or less per month.

CMS Administrator Mehmet Oz defended the 
decision, saying the subsidies are no longer needed.

“We are stabilizing the market so this bailout is 
no longer needed,” Oz wrote on X. “Premiums will 
go up by less than $10 for most Medicare recipients, 
with many even seeing LOWER premiums.”

The administration has argued the subsidies 
primarily benefited insurance companies and 
criticized the Biden administration’s Inflation 
Reduction Act, which created the temporary 
premium stabilization program while also allowing 
Medicare to negotiate prices for certain high-cost 
prescription drugs.

Health care advocates warn that ending the 
subsidies could increase out-of-pocket costs for 
some seniors who rely on Medicare Part D to afford 
prescription medications. 

The announcement also comes after enhanced 
Affordable Care Act premium subsidies expired, 
adding to broader concerns about health care 
affordability.

Oz said the administration will continue 
pursuing policies aimed at lowering prescription 
drug costs, including expanding access to certain 
medications and advancing “most favored nation” 
pricing, which seeks to align U.S. drug prices with 
those paid in other countries.

The premium changes are expected to take 
effect in 2027, with Medicare beneficiaries receiving 
information about their plan options and monthly 
costs during the upcoming fall enrollment period.
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Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland), au-
thor of Assembly Constitutional Amendment 22 
(ACA 22), which qualified for the November 2026 
ballot as Proposition 43. CBM photo by Antonio 
Ray Harvey.

By Antonio Ray Harvey
California Black Media

California voters will decide this November 
whether to make it more difficult to approve local 
special taxes proposed through the citizen initiative 
process.

Proposition (Prop) 43 would amend the 
California Constitution to require two-thirds 
voter approval for all local special taxes, including 
those placed on the ballot by citizens. Special taxes 
generate revenue dedicated to specific purposes, 
such as affordable housing, public transit, libraries, 
parks, emergency response and infrastructure.

The measure has sparked debate over taxpayer 
protections, majority rule and the ability of local 
communities to generate revenue for public services.

A “yes” vote would establish the two-thirds 
requirement beginning Jan. 1, 2027. A “no” vote 
would preserve current law, under which citizen-
proposed local special taxes generally may pass with 
a simple majority.

Prop 43 originated as Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment (ACA) 22, authored by 
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland). The 
Legislature approved the measure June 25 by votes 
of 68-2 in the Assembly and 35-1 in the Senate, 
placing it on the ballot without requiring the 
governor’s signature.

The measure emerged from an eleventh-hour 
compromise reached before the ballot certification 
deadline between legislative leaders and the 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association (HJTA). 
Under the agreement, HJTA withdrew a broader 
tax-limitation initiative from the November ballot 
in exchange for lawmakers placing ACA 22 before 
voters. Legislative leaders also withdrew ACA 13, 
a competing constitutional amendment that would 
have changed the approval requirements for future 
voter initiatives.

Under existing law, special taxes placed on the 
ballot by local governments already require two-

thirds voter approval. However, court decisions 
stemming from the California Supreme Court’s 
2017 ruling in California Cannabis Coalition v. 
City of Upland established that the same threshold 
does not necessarily apply to taxes proposed by 
citizens.

Subsequent appellate court decisions held that 
citizen-initiated special taxes could be approved by 
a simple majority. Prop 43 would eliminate that 
distinction by applying the two-thirds threshold 
to local governments and citizens exercising their 
initiative power.

Supporters say the measure would close a legal 

loophole and ensure that all special taxes face the 
same voter-approval standard, regardless of who 
places them on the ballot.

The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association 
(HJTA), Reform California and several taxpayer and 
business organizations support the measure. HJTA 
President Jon Coupal described its advancement as 
a victory for Proposition 13’s taxpayer protections.

“It’s a tremendous turnaround,” Coupal said. 
“In 2024, the California Legislature sought to make 
it easier to raise taxes with Proposition 5, which the 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association defeated at the 
ballot. [On June 25], the Legislature voted to make 
it harder to raise taxes by advancing a constitutional 
amendment, ACA 22, to close a loophole that had 
allowed some special taxes to pass with less than the 
two-thirds vote required by Proposition 13.”

Sen. Tony Strickland (R-Huntington Beach) 
also praised the agreement, arguing that Californians 
need stronger protections against tax increases.

“I stand with the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Association in defending Proposition 13 and 
the protections it provides for taxpayers and 
homeowners,” Strickland said. “Californians deserve 
the certainty of knowing these constitutional 
protections will remain in place.”

 Opponents argue that the measure would give 
a minority of voters the power to block revenue 
proposals supported by most residents. They 
contend that the higher threshold could hinder 
future efforts to fund affordable housing, healthcare, 
fire protection, public transportation and other 
locally determined priorities.

Opponents include Wicks, despite her 
authorship of ACA 22, and public-service and 
transportation advocates, including Seamless Bay 
Area. Wicks said she introduced the amendment 
as part of a compromise to persuade HJTA to 
withdraw a broader tax-limitation initiative from 
the ballot.

“I’m the author of ACA 22. I’m also adamantly 

opposed to it,” Wicks posted on Bluesky on June 
29.  “That deserves an explanation — so I want to 
tell you what went down [with] the ACA, and the 
fight over transfer taxes and the Taxpayer Protection 
Act.”

The withdrawn initiative would have imposed 
additional restrictions, including limits on certain 
real estate transfer taxes and provisions affecting 
previously approved taxes. Legislative leaders also 
withdrew ACA 13, a competing constitutional 
amendment that would have applied heightened 
approval requirements to some future ballot 
initiatives.

Wicks said the compromise prevented the 
broader proposal from reaching voters but left them 
with a narrower measure she still considers harmful.

“I authored ACA 22 not because I wanted it to 
become law — but because it was the only path left 
to get the more dangerous initiative off the ballot 
before time ran out,” she said.

Wicks has said she viewed the compromise as 
choosing what she believed was the less harmful of 
two options, even though she ultimately opposes 
Proposition 43.

Seamless Bay Area argues that Prop 43 could 
impede future local efforts to fund transit, affordable 
housing and other public investments.

The organization points to previously approved 
measures supporting healthcare, fire protection 
and open-space preservation that received majority 
support but fell short of two-thirds.

The California Democratic Party announced 
on Aug. 2 that it voted to oppose Prop 43 at its 
Summer Executive Board Meeting held in San 
Diego.

The debate over Prop 43 centers on whether 
special taxes should require a broad public consensus 
or whether a simple majority should retain the 
authority to approve locally proposed investments.

On Your November Ballot: Proposition 43 Would Require 
Two-Thirds Approval for Citizen-Proposed Local Special Taxes

Kris Benz, a disabled Black veteran, was diag-
nosed with salivary duct carcinoma, a rare cancer 
that strikes only about 1 in a million people each 
year.  Photo courtesy of Kris Benz. 

By Charlene Muhammad
California Black Media

Kris Benz, a disabled Black veteran, is no 
stranger to cancer. In 2012, he was diagnosed with 
salivary duct carcinoma, a cancer so rare it strikes 
only about 1 in a million people each year.” But he 
beat it after six weeks of radiation and removal of his 
right salivary gland.

“I was cancer-free after six months,” he said.
Now, a new concerning mass has appeared 

in his neck despite months of scans. His doctor 
suspects it is cancerous, but Benz, who lives near 
Palm Springs, will not know for certain until a 
biopsy.

Compounding that uncertainty is a gap in 
his coverage. Benz is two work credits short of 
qualifying for Medicare, but returning to work 
could jeopardize his Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) disability status and funding. Buying 
Medicare Part A would cost $568 a month, leaving 
him “winging it.”

Benz is also frustrated that the VA will not 
schedule his scan and biopsy before his consultation, 
requiring another round of appointments afterward.

“It’s about money,” he said. “Doctor’s 
appointments, they get the money. There’s no 
preventive medicine here anymore.”

Although he calls the VA “a great organization,” 
he believes it is hampered by bureaucracy. For now, 
he remains “in limbo” waiting to complete his 
appointments. 

 His experience reflects one of the most 
persistent health equity challenges facing Black 
communities: access to care.

According to a UC Davis study, “The Burden 
of Cancer Among Black/African Americans in 
California,” Black cancer patients were more likely 
than White patients to be diagnosed at a later stage 
and to have multiple health conditions, making 
treatment more difficult. They were also far more 
likely to live in low-income communities and rely 
on public insurance—evidence that economic 
inequality and barriers to care are helping drive 

disparities in the state’s cancer crisis.
That same study reports that between 2014 

and 2018, the ten cancers most frequently 
diagnosed among Black/African American women 
in California were, from one to ten, breast, lung, 
colorectal, uterine, pancreatic, kidney, non-
Hodgkin lymphoma, thyroid, myeloma, and 
ovarian cancers. During the same period, the ten 
most commonly occurring cancers among Black/
African American men in California were, from 
one to ten, prostate, lung, colorectal, kidney, 
bladder, liver, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, pancreatic, 
myeloma, and oropharyngeal cancers. 

Researchers attribute the gaps not to biology 
but to social and economic inequality connected 
to structural racism. An American Cancer Society 
analysis found educational attainment was a 
stronger predictor of the mortality gap than race 
alone.

“These disparities are not because Black 
people are inherently less healthy,” said Rhonda 
Smith, executive director of the California Black 
Health Network. “They are the result of decades 
of inequitable policies, structural racism, unequal 
access to quality care, and chronic underinvestment 
in our communities.”

Dr. Flojaune Cofer, an epidemiologist and 
public health policy expert, said health outcomes 
are shaped as much by circumstances as by biology. 
She traced her understanding of disparities to 
her father’s death from heart disease at age 47. 
He began smoking as a child when tobacco 
companies marketed cigarettes aggressively and 
disproportionately to Black communities.

“My father’s story is not about individual 
choices,” Cofer said. “My father’s story speaks to 
institutional and systemic harm.”

“Health is not just what happens in the 
doctor’s office,” she added. Social determinants 
include neighborhood conditions, housing stability, 
nutritious food, transportation, and the ability to 
take time off work for care.

At federally qualified health centers, tight 

appointment schedules can make it difficult for 
medical providers to detect cancer early and earn the 
trust patients need to discuss troubling symptoms.

“We have only 15 minutes when you are 
working in a federally qualified health center — you 
have 15 minutes to assess, diagnose, treat, and write 
your note per patient,” said Jamie Garcia, a registered 
nurse who has been certified in oncology nursing 
for more than a decade and works at AdventHealth 
White Memorial in East Los Angeles.

Garcia said the rushed pace, driven partly by 
billing requirements tied to federal funding, leaves 
little time for providers to build relationships with 
patients. It can also allow health care professionals’ 
implicit biases to go unrecognized and unchallenged.

For Garcia’s patients, who are predominantly 
Black and Latino residents of surrounding 
communities, the consequences can be immediate 
and alarming. Many arrive with visibly advanced 
tumors after going without insurance, adequate 
coverage, a primary care physician or routine 
screenings.

Garcia recalled treating one patient whose 
tumor had grown large enough to be visible through 
the skin.

“The fact that I even got to see that is a failure 
and an atrocity,” she said.

Assemblymember Lori D. Wilson (D-Suisun 
City) sought to reduce another barrier through 
Assembly Bill 1570, which would have eliminated 
out-of-pocket costs for medically necessary 
diagnostic and supplemental breast imaging. It 
passed the Assembly Health Committee 16-0 but 
died in the Appropriations Committee. Wilson 
plans to reintroduce it during the next legislative 
session without biopsy coverage.

Wilson announced her breast cancer diagnosis 
in April 2023. She received timely, quality care but 
“saw others with similar diagnoses face different 
outcomes.”

“Some people who got diagnosed at the same 
time as me -- their timing of their surgeries and 
treatment was delayed in comparison to my own,” 

she said. “Watching people go through and suffering 
unnecessarily was heartbreaking to me.”

Her follow-up imaging required only a $10 
copay. “I’ve had friends have to pay $1,000 to get 
that secondary screening,” Wilson said. “That’s 
more than your typical car payment.”

Smith warned that policy changes could 
further erode access. California’s Every Woman 
Counts screening program is losing funding and 
being scaled back, she said. About one in three 
Black Californians relies on Medi-Cal, according to 
the state.

Smith also cited federal Medi-Cal work 
requirements projected to cause 1.1 million 
Californians to lose coverage by 2029-30. “Health 
equity is no longer simply about improving 
outcomes,” she said. “It’s about protecting access.”

Californians seeking low-cost cancer screening 
can contact a local federally qualified health center 
or the California Department of Public Health’s 
Every Woman Counts program. The California 
Black Health Network also offers referrals and 
advocacy resources.

Supported by the California Health Care 
Foundation (CHCF). Visit www.chcf.org.

Closing the Gap: What the Data and Frontline 
Experiences Reveal About Cancer in Black California

By Annie Sciacca
California public school teacher Mollie 

Blustein planned her pregnancy so that her daughter 
would arrive during summer break. But when the 
elementary school teacher went into premature 
labor and delivered her baby two weeks before the 
end of school, she faced another stressor: a huge pay 
cut.

The majority of California’s roughly 300,000 
teachers don’t have access to the state-funded paid 
leave program that most new parents in the private 
sector do. Instead, many local school districts deduct 
the cost of a substitute teacher from educators’ pay 
during parental leave.

Because her daughter arrived before the school 
year ended, Blustein used 10 of her accrued sick 
days — paid time off she wanted to bank for later to 
bond with her baby or to care for her if she got sick.

Now, California lawmakers have given public 
school and community college employees up to 14 
weeks of paid pregnancy leave in the education bill 
accompanying the  state’s new budget, after Gov. 
Gavin Newsom endorsed the provision this year.

It’s a reversal for Newsom in his final year in 
office. In 2019, the governor vetoed a bill that would 
have given school employees at least six weeks of 
paid leave, and he did not publicly support a similar 
Assembly bill that died on the Senate floor in 2024. 
Several analysts said the issue appeals to voters on 
both sides of the aisle, ahead of Newsom’s potential 
2028 presidential run.

State Department of Finance spokesperson 
H.D. Palmer  said in an email that “educator 
workforce recruitment and retention has been a 
priority for the administration since the governor’s 
first day in office” but that the funding was not 
previously available.

Paid leave policies for educators and other state 
workers have garnered bipartisan support in recent 
years, including in conservative-led states such as 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Georgia, and blue states 
such as  New Jersey, Washington, and Oregon, 
said Vicki Shabo, a senior fellow specializing in 
gender equity and paid leave at the think tank New 
America.

After the Supreme Court’s 2022 Dobbs decision 
overturned the constitutional right to abortion, 
some conservative lawmakers in states that banned 

abortion embraced paid leave for public employees 
to signal support for babies after they were born, 
Shabo said. Many limited the benefit to state 
employees and framed it as a tool to recruit and 
retain them.

Elizabeth Gedmark, a vice president at A Better 
Balance, a nonprofit that advocates for workplace 
equality, said paid leave “polls incredibly well across 
all political lines, because everyone agrees that you 
shouldn’t have to go back to work a day after you 
had a baby.”

In 2019, President Donald Trump signed into 
law a bill that gave federal workers 12 weeks of paid 
leave. But Shabo said the current administration 
hasn’t made any moves to expand paid leave.

Palmer, of the Department of Finance, said the 
state can now afford the roughly $218 million leave 
program because of billions of dollars in unexpected 
tax revenue, largely from personal income taxes tied 
to tech workers’ stock options. Much of that revenue 
is constitutionally guaranteed to schools, so it can’t 
cover other public workers who are also shut out of 
California’s paid leave system.

Many school district administrators have 
largely opposed paid leave in the past because of the 
cost. The state’s plan calls for districts to pay for the 
leave out of their annual cost-of-living raise, which 
this year is bigger than the law requires.

David Roth, superintendent of Buckeye Union 
School District in El Dorado County, said the math 
still isn’t great for some schools, and that “the real 
value reaching the classroom is smaller than the 

headline number suggests.”
The California Association of School Business 

Officials had opposed previous related legislation, 
saying it would create an “unfunded mandate,” but 
largely supports the new plan now that the start date 
has been pushed from July 1 to January 2027. The 
organization’s chief governmental relations officer, 
Sara Pietrowski, said concerns remain but that the 
group would work with the state to avoid additional 
fiscal challenges.

The proposal would close a gap that many 
Californians don’t realize exists. The state was one 
of the first to offer paid family leave — under its 
current program, eligible workers get up to 90% of 
their pay for up to 20 weeks of combined leave and 
disability benefits.

But most California teachers,  72% of whom 
are women, are shut out. The program is funded 
through a payroll deduction for state disability 
insurance, and public agencies are exempt from it. 
Districts can opt in, but the move must be bargained 
collectively, as recently happened in the Los Angeles 
Unified School District.

Most educators must use up their accrued sick 
days before receiving a fraction of their pay for 
the remainder of their leave, under a provision of 
the education code.

Because of that, it’s not uncommon for teachers 
to plan their pregnancy leave for summer breaks to 
try to avoid burning up their sick leave. But that 
can be challenging for those who have pregnancy 
complications or early deliveries, like Blustein, or 
those who experience challenges getting pregnant.

Erika Jones, an elementary school teacher 
in Los Angeles and the secretary-treasurer of the 
California Teachers Association, said her colleagues 
routinely teach until they go into labor, which can 
be disruptive.

It took one colleague around seven years to 
bank 77 sick days to use for a single pregnancy.

“Women go back sooner than they should 
have, because they don’t have the days,” Jones said. 
“You end up in this deficit zone.”

KFF Health News is a national newsroom that 
produces in-depth journalism about health issues 
and is one of the core operating programs at KFF—
an independent source of health policy research, 
polling, and journalism. Learn more about KFF.

Newsom Reverses on Long-Sought Paid 
Leave Benefit for Teachers in California
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