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Carmen de Lavallade, the celebrated 
modern dancer, choreographer, and 
actress whose artistry helped shape 
generations of performers, died on 
Monday, December 29, 2025. Photo 
provided by New York Carib News / @
carmendelavallade on Instagram.

New York Carib NewsCarmen de Lavallade, 
the celebrated modern dancer, choreographer, and 
actress whose artistry helped shape generations of 
performers, died on Monday, December 29, at the 
age of 94. Her death was announced by the Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Theater, where she served 
for many years as a principal guest performer and 
creative force.In a statement shared on social media, 
the company paid tribute to her lasting influence 
on dance and culture. The organization honored her 
extraordinary life, boundless artistry, and the many 
generations she shaped through her work, wisdom, 
and commanding presence.De Lavallade’s career 
spanned more than seven decades and crossed the 
worlds of modern dance, ballet, theater, film, and 
television. She began her professional journey in Los 
Angeles with the racially integrated Lester Horton 
Dance Theater, where she developed a powerful and 
expressive style that would later captivate audiences 
around the world. It was during this period that 
she formed a close artistic bond with fellow dancer 
Alvin Ailey, who would become one of her most 
important collaborators.She later relocated to New 
York City alongside Ailey, quickly establishing 
herself as a magnetic performer known for her 
emotional depth and commanding stage presence. 
Her work extended far beyond the concert stage, 

encompassing choreography, acting, and nightclub 
performance, and she appeared across a wide range 
of artistic platforms throughout her career.De 
Lavallade often credited her inspiration to her cousin 
Janet Collins, one of the first African American 
ballerinas to break racial barriers in classical dance. 
Collins went on to become the first Black principal 
dancer at the Metropolitan Opera, paving the 
way for de Lavallade’s own historic achievements. 
Between 1955 and 1958, de Lavallade performed 
as a prima ballerina in productions including Aida 
and Samson and Delilah at the Met.Her Broadway 
debut came in 1954 when she appeared alongside 
Ailey in the musical House of Flowers, written 
by Truman Capote with music by Harold Arlen. 
During that production, she met her husband and 
frequent creative partner, actor and choreographer 
Geoffrey Holder. Their collaboration would become 
one of the most admired artistic partnerships of 
their era.Her talent soon attracted the attention 
of major figures in Black entertainment, including 
actress and singer Lena Horne, who helped de 
Lavallade secure film opportunities. She went on 
to appear in dance sequences in notable films such 
as Demetrius and the Gladiators and the all Black 
musical Carmen Jones.One of the most defining 
moments of her career came in 1960 when Alvin 

Ailey placed her at the center of his seminal work 
Revelations. The piece, which remains a cornerstone 
of modern dance, explores Black resilience and 
spiritual endurance from the era of slavery into the 
twentieth century. De Lavallade often described 
her purpose simply, saying that her role was to give 
joy.Dance critic P W Manchester once praised her 
portrayal of Salome as a remarkable and compelling 
performance marked by passion, playfulness, and 
striking physical beauty that commanded attention 
from the moment she entered the stage.Throughout 
her life, de Lavallade remained deeply committed 
to education and mentorship. She performed as 
a guest artist with the American Ballet Theatre 
and served as a choreographer and performer 
in residence at the Yale School of Drama. Her 
contributions were recognized with numerous 
honors, including an honorary Doctor of Fine 
Arts degree from Juilliard in 2008, the Dance USA 
Award in 2010, and a Kennedy Center Honor in 
2017. In 2018, she was also honored with a Legacy 
Award by BLACK ENTERPRISE at its Women of 
Power Summit.Carmen de Lavallade is survived by 
her son, Leo Holder. Her legacy endures through 
her groundbreaking performances, her influence on 
generations of artists, and her enduring belief in the 
transformative power of dance.

Media Icon and Pioneer Thomas H. 
Watkins, Jr., Publisher of the New York 
Daily Challenge, is remembered, honored

By Nayaba Arinde 
Editor-at-Large, Our Time Press

Bedford-Stuyvesant, Brooklyn-raised Thomas 
Henry Watkins founder, owner, and publisher of 
the New York Daily Challenge, passed away on 
Friday, December 19, 2025.

“I am sad to hear of the passing of a legitimately 
acclaimed Black giant in the person of Tom 
Watkins,” the Rev. Al. Sharpton Jr. told Our Time 
Press.

Dr. Ben Chavis, President and CEO of 
the National Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NNPA) and long-time friend, associate and 
colleague of Mr. Watkins, told Our Time Press, 
“Thomas Watkins was an icon in the evolution 
of the Black press of America. He was the former 
chairman of the NNPA and was an outspoken 
leader who cherished the value of truth-telling for 
freedom, justice, and equality. Our responsibility 
today is to keep the legacy of Thomas Watkins alive 
and impactful.”

Succumbing to health challenges, Tommy 
Watkins, a key figure in the Brooklyn community 
for decades, was the smooth, charismatic, cowboy 
hat-wearing, community-centered businessman, 
that many around the state can point to receiving 
his helping hand – both in political advancement, 
education and sports, small business and community 
achievement.

Legendary broadcaster Imhotep Gary 
Byrd Press told Our Time, “I offer my heartfelt 
condolences to Tom Watkins’ family and extended 
family, and I am grateful to him for answering and 
accepting his calling as a dedicated warrior in the 
realm of the Black Press.

“The Daily Challenge was the perfect 
complement to my daily radio broadcast, ‘The 
Global Black Experience’ on WLIB, and ‘Live from 
the World-Famous Apollo Theatre.’

“It was an invaluable service to the community, 
which gave us a critical media foundation and 
presence in an often hostile media environment. 
Tom was a true friend, and a Beautiful Brother–who 
we acknowledge as a ‘GBE’– a true ‘Giant of the 
Black Experience.’ May he rest in peace and power.”

With the upliftment of, and constant positive 
communication with, the Black community, 
Watkins created the city’s only Black daily – aptly 
named Daily Challenge in 1972 in the massive 
offices above the Restoration Plaza post office.

Full disclosure, this reporter began her 
journalistic career in New York at the paper and 
saw firsthand his genuine commitment to the 
community in which he was raised.

A property-owner, and well-connected 
businessman with a deep-rooted allegiance to the 
community in which he grew, whose family-owned 
houses, horses, and liquor stores, Watkins, a one-
time boxer, was the Renaissance man of this time 
and space, and maintained community-growth his 
raison d’etre.

With what at least one admirer describing 
his “matinee idol good looks,” seen around town, 
striding with confidence and purpose with his 
signature cowboy hat, boots, and ponytail, Chavis 
continued that Watkins had a “full baritone voice 
that always resonated with a consciousness on 
behalf of Black America.”

Sharpton added, “I have known Tom Watkins 
and his father all my life. I remember — when I 
was growing up as a boy preacher in Bed Stuy–the 
New York Recorder, which his father published, 
and then Tom took over. People aspired to be on 
their most influential list every year. They were the 
ones [reporting] every year. When I was 12 years 
old and joined Operation Breadbasket–the arm of 
Dr. King’s organization in New York, led by the 
Rev. William Jones, and Rev. Jesse Jackson, I was 
the youth director. The only organ that we had, 
then, was the Daily Challenge and the New York 
Recorder, which pushed where the Amsterdam 
News and others would follow suit.

“Tom was fearless. If we were boycotting 
someone, he would cover it every day in the Daily 
Challenge. If we were dealing with a police issue, 
he was there. If we were dealing with a political 
campaign, he was there. He had the integrity that, 
in my opinion, was unparalleled by anyone, and he 
was committed to the cause. He never wanted to 
bend, buckle, or bow.

“I am indebted to them because they invested 
in me with coverage and encouragement before 
anyone saw any possibilities of me doing anything 
that would be worthy of their support. So, I join 
people all over the diaspora in mourning a true 
giant, a person that stood up for us, and told our 
stories, way before you got big ad dollars to get it. 
Tom Watkins Jr., may he rest in peace.”

Former Daily Challenge columnist the right 
Reverend Herbert Daughtry told Our Time Press, 

“I go back with Tom’s father, Senior, who used to 
attend Operation Bread Basket, chaired by Rev. 
William Jones, Rev Sharpton was the Youth Leader, 
I was the Executive Vice Chair. The intention was 
to make corporate America respond to the Black 
community.

“The old man raised his son in the right way. He 
was a different kind of publisher and newspaperman. 
He was very active in the community. He attended 
private organizing meetings. I feel deeply indebted 
to him because he gave me an opportunity to write 
weekly articles in the Daily Challenge and the Afro 
Times, and improve my feeble writing skills. I hold 
him responsible because I have now written over 20 
books. In every one, I felt his influence.”

New York Black media in the 1990s and early 
2000s followed a particular strategic playbook. 
Daughtry stated that, “The Daily Challenge 
followed the example of Percy Sutton in media, as 
we, in the Black community who were activists, 
had a media outlet– Percy Sutton with WLIB, and 
Tommy Watkins with the Daily Challenge. We 
had a daily feed of information. Not only was he 
concerned with local affairs, but he was also very 
active in the national media trying to bring his 
organizing skills to that arena.”

A self-described capitalist and promoter 
of Black community activism and vibrant 
entrepreneurship, with his Daily Challenge since 
1972, Watkins championed the independent Black 
press, supporting hundreds, if not thousands, 
of new, young, and established journalists and 
photographers. There was not a social, economic, 
political, educational, or other issue affecting the 
local, national, or international Black community 
that did not grace the pages of his newspapers over 
the decades.

Watkins allowed the showcasing of the Black 
perspective on a myriad of topics. The Daily 
Challenge became known for comprehensively 
covering stories and subjects ignored by the 
mainstream, as they were often popular front-page 
articles, reporting on, and even stimulating grassroots 
activism around issues like police brutality, the I-95 
gun pipeline, housing and educational inequity, 
inner city disparities, and movements to challenge 
violence in the five boroughs. Watkins allowed for 
the coverage of politicians and their campaigns, 
and those of judges, union and business leaders, 
neighborhood-based leaders and community-focus 
organizations.

Internationally, too, Watkins was not afraid 
to run analyses and narratives that exposed 
entrenched false narratives about members of the 
Black community, leaders, and elected officials. He 
pushed the envelope to permit accurate reporting 
void of institutionalized racist bias, forming the 
foundation. From national awards like the National 
Newspaper Publisher Association (NNPA) for 
articles written about President Robert Mugabe, to 
giving voice to people like the late educator activists 
Jitu Weusi, Charshee McIntyre and Herman 
Ferguson; grassroots advocates Minister Khalid 
Abdul Muhammad, Abubadika Sonny Carson, 
and Mumia Abu Jamal; and organizations like 
CEMOTAP, the Nation of Islam, the December 
12th Movement, African Helping Africans, the 
Patrice Lumumba Coalition.

Now printed weekly, the offices relocated from 
Restoration Plaza in the late 1990s to their current 
location on Atlantic Avenue, between Nostrand and 
Bedford Avenue.

Born in 1937, raised in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
the influential Watkins family worked in media 
and the community. From the co-founding of 
Restoration Plaza, and supporting the Central 
Brooklyn Coordinating Council. Thomas Watkins 
Sr., who worked at The New York Amsterdam News, 
went on to create The New Recorder, and Tom Jr. 
followed up with the New York Daily Challenge, 
the Afro Times, and the New American.

Former managing editor of the Daily Challenge, 
Dawad Philip, said, “The passing of Thomas H. 
Watkins Jr, at age 88, is a significant personal blow. 
On December 20th, 1986, when a mob of white 
youths chased 23-year-old Trinidadian Michael 
Griffith from a pizza shop in Howard Beach, 
and running for his life alongside his stepfather, 
Cedric Sandiford, Griffith was struck and killed 
by a speeding car. That incident sparked a volatile 
and bitter climate in racial and political tensions 
citywide over the winter, and brought The Daily 
Challenge into the national spotlight, signaling the 
rise of Rev. Al Sharpton, attorneys Michael Warren, 
Alton Maddox, and C. Vernon Mason, and activist 
Sonny Carson and Rev. Herbert Daughtry to the 
forefront of the fight for justice.

“It is well chronicled that the city’s Black media 
with Peter Noel, Lem Peterkin, Nayaba Arinde, 
Andre Pennix Smith, Wilford Harewood, Utrice 

Leid, and Andy Cooper [City Sun), Gary Byrd, 
Vinette Pryce, and so many others would have 
led that clarion, often with life threats and bomb 
scares.”

Philip, who led the paper with socially and 
politically impactful and culturally relevant content 
continued, “Tom was your classic capitalist, 
concerned with the bottom line, but when history 
demanded more, to his credit, Tom stepped up, 
time and again stood up to wannabe presidents 
Bill Clinton piggybacking on Sister Souljah all 
the way to the White House, the Tawana Brawley 
case, Trump and the racist New York media in the 
contentious Central Park rape and so much more. 
The Daily Challenge and Black media stood firm.

“For those reasons (for telling our story and 
coverage of liberation struggles from Namibia to 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Cuba), we owe Thomas 
H. Watkins a huge debt of gratitude.

“My sincere condolences to the Watkins family, 
his son TJ III, daughter Kerry, and his grandchildren 
and family. A champion in Black media is no more. 
Still so, so much to say. Go Brave, Tom!”

Editors, writers, clergy folk, businesspeople, 
electeds, community activists, and longtime Daily 
Challenge readers waxed lyrical this weekend over 
the historic legacy Watkins created.

“Working with Tom Watkins meant bearing 
witness to some of the most critical moments in 
Black New York that I’ve experienced from the mid-
1980s through the 2000s,” WBLS-FM Openline 
host and producer Brother Fatiyn Muhammad told 
Our Time Press. “Tom covered stories that deeply 
affected our community—police brutality cases, 
housing displacement, education inequities, the 
crack and HIV/AInDS crises, and the ongoing fight 
for political and economic justice—always with 
balance, dignity, and truth.”

Reiterating Watkins’ status as a media pioneer, 
Muhammad continued, “His work reinforced why 
the Black press matters: to tell our stories when 
others would not, to challenge power when it failed 
us, and to ensure our community’s pain, resilience, 
and progress were never erased. Tom Watkins helped 
document the real history of Black NYC, and that 
legacy continues to matter.”

“For the most part, many Black journalists 
always know each other, whether it is through 
working in the field, covering current affairs, or 
meeting up at NNPA) or NABJ events.

Veteran Daily News columnist Jared 
McCallister told Our Time Press that Tom Watkins 
“was an innovative businessman and Black press 
advocate who allowed the stories of the community 
to be told for decades on his many platforms.

“Tom Watkins was a news icon and an 
invaluable source of information for the Black 
community through the Daily Challenge, the Afro 
Times, and other publications.”

Reporter, editor, and October 22nd Coalition 
to Stop Police Brutality member J. Andrée Penix-
Smith told Our Time Press that she joined Watkins’ 
Challenge Group in late 1993 as managing editor 
of the Afro Times, and later an editor and writer 
for the Daily Challenge, with an intention “to cover 
every segment of the community, from the Black 
bourgeoisie to those who suffered the brunt of 
poverty, discrimination and racism in America. In 
my then 25 years as an editor, I had spent many 
a day fighting with newspaper publishers and 
broadcast executives who seemed to cater more to 
the former while skimming over the struggles of the 
Black community.”

Frontline grassroots activists knew that they 
could turn to the paper with their news and 
agendas from addressing socio-economic disparities 
throughout the inner-city traumas and fighting for 
improved housing, to supporting political prisoners, 
to advocating for parental control of schools, to 
confronting neo-colonial machinations on the 
Continent, and reporting on everyday people’s 
victories and struggles across in the Caribbean. 
Daily Challenge writers had their ears close to 
the ground and stayed on top of the stories in the 
community.

“After working several months at the paper, 
I took a chance and, without Tom’s permission, 
changed the tri-colors of the banner from red, 
white, and blue to Red, Black, and Green, knowing 
that it may have been the last edition I sent to the 
printer,” said Penix-Smith. “Remarkably, it was 
fine with Tom, and I remained with the Challenge 
Group for nearly a decade.”

“Nana Thomas Watkins, his family and team 
have been stalwarts of journalism, and giants in 
African American media institution building,” 
Dr. Segun Shabaka told Our Time Press. The 
Executive Director of the International AFRICAN 
ARTS’ FESTIVAL, formerly the executive director 
of the East Cultural Center and editor of its 

communication organ, Black News.

“To envision, build, and maintain a decades-
long daily newspaper with a focus on the issues of 
the Black community is more than admirable; it calls 
for high praise. Having edited a monthly newspaper 
(Black News) for a number of years, I think about 
the daily task of pulling together the content 
around local, national, as well as international issues 
of politics, economics, education, religion, arts, 
culture, sports, etc. Then, there was the challenge 
of raising the finances to print the newspaper 
and distribute it. It seems overwhelming. But he, 
picking up and carrying forward the legacy of his 
father, has done it for decades. May God be good to 
him and the joy he left lasts forever.

Cinque Brath, activist and son of the late Pan 
Africanist advocate and educator Elombe Brath, 
told Our Time Press, “I was saddened by the passing 
of Tom Watkins, a legendary publisher and tireless 
advocate for Black journalism and community 
empowerment. As the publisher of Daily Challenge, 
Afro Times, and New American, Tom often allowed 
my father Elombe Brath to get his stories published.

“For several years, the Daily Challenge was a 
ritual for him. My father loved to provide content 
because he believed Tom had dedicated his life 
to amplifying the voices of Black New Yorkers 
and ensuring stories that mattered most to our 
communities were seen and heard. His work helped 
sustain independent Black media in Brooklyn and 
beyond, shining a spotlight on issues of justice, equity, 
and opportunity for generations of readers. Known 
for his entrepreneurial spirit and deep commitment 
to community, Tom leaves behind a powerful legacy 
of advocacy, connection, and unwavering support 
for the freedom of the press. His contributions will 
continue to inspire journalists, activists, and citizens 
alike. Rest in power, Tom Watkins — your impact 
will not be forgotten.”

Kwasi Akyeampong. Editor/Publisher at 
TheBlackList.net, said, “No other newspaper 
compared to The Daily Challenge. It was the 
only paper to get the real news from Africa and 
the diaspora. I used to travel from the Bronx to 
Brooklyn and I would change trains at Columbus 
Circle just to buy the Daily Challenge. It inspired 
me to create TheBlackList.

Speaking on the passing of Assemblyman Al 
Vann in July 2022, Watkins could have been quite 
easily describing himself when he said, “Al Vann, 
a man who always focused his energies for the 
betterment of the community.”

“My experience with Mr. Watkins was that he 
injected capital into my business when I was starving 
for funds. In addition, he sent lots of businesses 
my way that gave me life support throughout my 
early days of my business,” businessman Kwame 
Odesanya told Our Time Press. In the 2000s, he 
was the founder of Clinton Hill’s OBE Computers, 
which offered computer time for hire and printed 
everything from newspapers to posters and 
pamphlets. “He was a very strong community 
fighter for small Black businesses. Thank you, Mr. 
Watkins, for all your help and commitment to the 
Black community.”

Media Icon and Pioneer Thomas 
H. Watkins, Jr. Daily Challenge 
Publisher is Remembered

IN MEMORIAM: IN MEMORIAM: 

IN MEMORIAM: IN MEMORIAM: 

Carmen de Lavallade, Iconic Dancer 
and Choreographer, Dies at 94
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Chargers Daiyan Henley-Courtesy photo

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — In a season filled with ups 
and downs for the Los Angeles Chargers, linebacker 
Daiyan Henley emerged as one of the team’s most 
consistent and dependable defenders.

The former Crenshaw High School standout 
capped his year with a standout performance against 
the New England Patriots, recording 13 tackles — 
nine of them solo — and intercepting a tipped pass 
from quarterback Drake Maye. Henley’s instincts 
and relentless motor were on full display, even as 
the Chargers’ season ended in the wild-card round.

Henley’s playoff showing was a fitting snapshot 
of a breakout campaign defined by durability and 
production. The third-year linebacker played every 
defensive snap this season, a testament to both 
his conditioning and his importance within the 
Chargers’ defensive scheme. During Saturday’s 
loss, he also tied his season high with 10 tackles, 
continuing a trend of steady week-to-week impact.

Over 16 regular-season games, Henley 

totaled 102 combined tackles, marking the second 
consecutive year he surpassed the 100-tackle mark. 
In an NFL where availability is often as valuable as 
ability, Henley’s presence on every defensive snap 
separated him from many of his peers.

For the Chargers, Henley’s development 
has been one of the bright spots in an otherwise 
frustrating season. His leadership, physicality, 
and football IQ have anchored the middle of the 
defense and provided stability amid injuries and 
inconsistency elsewhere on the roster.

Coming from Crenshaw High School — a 
program with deep roots in producing elite football 
talent — Henley continues to represent South Los 
Angeles on one of the league’s biggest stages. As the 
Chargers enter the offseason looking to regroup 
and retool, Henley’s strong season offers a clear 
foundation piece moving forward.

With back-to-back 100-tackle seasons and a 
playoff performance that underscored his growth, 
Daiyan Henley has firmly established himself as a 
key figure in the Chargers’ present — and future.

Henley Delivers Strong 
Season for Chargers, 
Shines in Playoff Loss

Rams wide receiver Davante Adams is 
tackled by Carolina Panthers cornerback 
Mike Jackson during the second quarter 
in last weeks wild card game. (Eric Thayer 
/ Los Angeles Times)

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — When the moment 
demanded calm, Matthew Stafford delivered it.

With just 38 seconds left on the clock and 
the season hanging in the balance, Stafford fired 
a perfectly placed back-shoulder pass to tight end 
Colby Parkinson, lifting the Los Angeles Rams to 
a dramatic 34–31 road victory over the Carolina 
Panthers.

The Rams trailed by four with 2:38 remaining 
as a roaring home crowd sensed a season-saving 
stop. Instead, Stafford stepped into the huddle 
and methodically marched Los Angeles 71 yards, 
completing six of seven passes. The lone incompletion 
came on a dropped ball by Davante Adams. The 
drive ended with Stafford hitting Parkinson “right in 
the mitts,” as the tight end turned, spun, and carried 
a Panthers defensive back across the goal line.

“You see him out there, he just has the best 
composure of anyone I’ve ever seen,” Parkinson said. 
“He knows we’re going to go make it happen, and 
we completely trust him. I knew it was going to be a 
back-shoulder ball — and it was perfect. It couldn’t 
have been placed any better.”

Stafford in His Element
Stafford finished 24 of 42 for 304 yards, three 

touchdowns, and one interception in a performance 
that underscored why he remains one of the league’s 
most trusted late-game quarterbacks.

“I’ve been in that spot a lot in my life — and I 
love that spot,” said the 17-year veteran. “I’d rather 
be the one out there with our offense than watching 
from the sideline. You can make it stressful, or you 
can stay calm and collected. I think that’s what we 
were today.”

The game etched its place in NFL postseason 
history. According to ESPN’s Adam Schefter, the 
Rams and Panthers tied a playoff record with four 
fourth-quarter lead changes — the most ever in a 
postseason game.

Rams Control the Finish
Despite the wild swings on the scoreboard, the 

Rams controlled the action late. Los Angeles racked 
up 169 yards in the fourth quarter compared with 
just 38 for Carolina. The Panthers stayed close thanks 
to a timely interception and a blocked punt that set 
up short fields, but they couldn’t slow Stafford when 
it mattered most.

There was early concern for the Rams, who 
had lost 31–28 on the same field six weeks earlier. 
Carolina jumped back into this one after falling 
behind 14–0, fueled by two early scores from Puka 
Nacua. The Panthers stormed back to take a 24–20 
lead, setting the stage for the frantic final quarter.

Nacua finished with 10 receptions for 111 
yards and two total touchdowns, continuing his 
standout postseason run. Adams added five catches 
for 72 yards as the Rams leaned on their veteran 
playmakers.

Panthers Show Fight
Carolina, which finished 8–10, showed 

resilience under second-year head coach Dave 
Canales despite closing the season with four losses 
in its final five games. Local product Bryce Young, a 
Mater Dei High School alum, threw for 264 yards 
and a touchdown and added another score on the 
ground.

While the loss ended the Panthers’ postseason 
hopes, the team’s energy this season resonated with 
fans across the Carolinas.

History and What’s Next
In the win, Stafford surpassed Hall of Famer 

Kurt Warner for the most postseason passing 
yards and completions in Rams franchise history 
— another milestone in a career defined by big 
moments.

The Rams now turn their attention to a 
matchup this week against the Chicago Bears, 
carrying momentum — and the steady hand of 
Stafford — into the next round.

Rams Advance on 
Last-Second Strike, 
Outlast Panthers 34–31

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — The Los Angeles 
Chargers’ season came to a grinding halt in New 
England, undone by relentless pressure up front 
and missed opportunities on offense as the New 
England Patriots secured their first playoff victory 
in seven years.

The Patriots exploited a vulnerable Chargers 
offensive line, sacking quarterback Justin Herbert 
six times and holding Los Angeles to just 207 
total yards, including 120 through the air. Herbert 
finished 19 of 31 for 159 yards and was also the 
Chargers’ leading rusher with 57 yards, falling to 
0–3 in his postseason career.

Patriots’ Defense Sets the Tone
New England’s defensive resurgence was aided 

by improved health. For the first time since Nov. 
13, the Patriots had three of their top defenders — 
defensive tackle Milton Williams, linebacker Robert 
Spillane, and outside linebacker/defensive end 
Harold Landry III — on the field together.

That trio helped fuel a dominant performance, 
capped when Williams recorded a fourth-down sack 
of Herbert late in the game to seal the win.

“It’s on us, what we do. I’ve been saying that all 
season,” Williams said. “We can control the game. 
If we do what we need to do up front, we’re going 
to win.”

The Patriots’ red-zone defense, which ranked 

30th in the NFL during the regular season, was 
especially sharp early. New England stopped the 
Chargers on four straight plays from first-and-goal 
at the 10-yard line to keep the game scoreless, then 
later forced Los Angeles to settle for a field goal 
attempt instead of a touchdown.

Turning Point in the Fourth Quarter
The decisive stretch came early in the 

fourth quarter. Patriots quarterback Drake Maye 
connected on a 16-yard completion to Kayshon 
Boutte, followed by a 13-yard run from Rhamondre 
Stevenson, a Cerritos College product. That drive 
ended with Maye delivering a precise 28-yard 
touchdown pass to tight end Hunter Henry, a 
former Charger, giving New England a 16–3 lead.

Maye (66 yards) and Herbert (57) were 
the leading rushers for their respective teams, 
underscoring a game dominated by defense and 
field position.

The Chargers threatened briefly on the ensuing 
possession, picking up back-to-back first downs. But 
linebacker K’Lavon Chaisson strip-sacked Herbert, 
recovered the loose ball, and extinguished any hopes 
of a comeback.

Los Angeles had one final possession, but it 
ended fittingly — with Herbert again taken down 
by Williams on fourth down.

Familiar Playoff Frustration
This marked the second straight season the 

Chargers exited in the wild-card round and the first 

Chargers’ Season Chargers’ Season 
Ends in New Ends in New 
England as England as 
Patriots Patriots 
Dominate Dominate 
TrenchesTrenches

Justin Herbert finished 19 of 31 for 159 Justin Herbert finished 19 of 31 for 159 
yards on Sunday at New England, and yards on Sunday at New England, and 
was the Chargers’  leading rusher with was the Chargers’  leading rusher with 
57 yards. Kathryn Riley/Getty Images57 yards. Kathryn Riley/Getty Images

time since 2007 that the franchise failed to score a 
playoff touchdown, a 21–12 AFC Championship 
loss — also to New England.

Despite the loss, there were bright spots on 
defense. Former Crenshaw High standout Daiyan 
Henley led the Chargers with 13 tackles, nine of 
them solo, continuing his strong season.

Head coach Jim Harbaugh praised Herbert’s 
toughness, noting the quarterback played through 
a hand injury.

“He’s a warrior. He just gives it everything he 
has, all the time,” Harbaugh said. “It’s an issue, but 
he doesn’t flinch, like a warrior would.”

Changes Ahead in Los Angeles
Days after the loss, the Chargers announced 

they had parted ways with offensive coordinator 

Greg Roman and offensive line coach Mike Devlin, 
signaling changes ahead.

“Right now, I don’t have the answers,” 
Harbaugh said. “We’re going to look at that — and 
everything. We weren’t good enough as a team, and 
that’s my responsibility.”

The Chargers finish the season 11–6 and 
now turn their focus to finding a new offensive 
coordinator to maximize a talented roster led by 
Herbert. That group includes Pro Bowl tackles 
Rashawn Slater and Joe Alt, both of whom suffered 
season-ending injuries earlier in the year.

For the Chargers, the offseason arrives with 
hard questions — and the hope that changes up 
front will lead to different results when January 
football returns.
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America no longer wakes up to news. It wakes 
up to damage reports, and the reports keep piling 
up faster than the country can absorb them.

In south Minneapolis, a woman died after 
an Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent 
fired three shots into her vehicle during a street 
confrontation that played out in full view of cameras 
and bystanders. A video posted on social media 
shows several agents approaching a burgundy SUV 
in the middle of the street and ordering the driver to 
get out. When one agent grabs the driver’s side door 
handle, the vehicle reverses and then drives forward. 
An agent near the front of the SUV appears to 
draw his firearm and fire three shots. The SUV then 
crashes into a parked car and hits a light pole.

Federal officials said the agent fired in self-
defense. ICE claimed officers were conducting 
targeted operations when “violent rioters” blocked 
them, and said the woman “weaponized her vehicle” 
and attempted to run over agents, calling it “an 
act of domestic terrorism.” The statement said an 
officer fired “defensive shots” and “used his training” 
to save lives.

Minneapolis officials say the story does not 
match what they saw.

Mayor Jacob Frey said local law enforcement 
had two priorities in the minutes that followed. 
First, get the victim to the hospital. Second, get 
ICE out of the area because the federal presence was 
“making a difficult situation more problematic,” 
Frey said.

“What they are doing is causing chaos and 
distrust,” Frey said. “They are ripping families 
apart, sowing chaos in the streets, and, in this case, 
quite literally killing people.” He called the federal 
explanation a “garbage narrative,” saying he had 
viewed video of the encounter.

Gov. Tim Walz also disputed the self-defense 
claim after reviewing the footage. In a social 
media post, Walz said he had seen the video and 
warned the public not to accept what he described 
as a propaganda machine, adding that the state 
would push for a full and fast investigation and 
accountability.

Minneapolis Police Chief Brian O’Hara said 
there was nothing to indicate the woman was the 
target of any law enforcement investigation. O’Hara 
said she appeared to be in her vehicle and blocked 
in the street because of the presence of federal law 
enforcement.

The shooting did not come out of nowhere. It 
came one day after the Department of Homeland 
Security announced what it called the largest DHS 
operation ever underway in Minnesota, saying 
about 2,000 law enforcement officers were being 
deployed to the Twin Cities, an escalation of an 
immigration crackdown that had started more than 
a month earlier. DHS officials pointed to arrests 
they said included violent offenders, while declining 
to detail the enforcement footprint for what they 
described as officer safety reasons.

That is the problem many city leaders and 
residents say they are living with: a vast federal 
operation that arrives like weather and leaves behind 
wreckage that local communities must clean up.

Then, as Minneapolis was still processing 

gunfire and grief, Washington’s posture abroad was 
telling a related story.

On Wednesday, the United States seized two oil 
tankers linked to Venezuela, including the Russian-
flagged Marinera, formerly known as the Bella-1, in 
an operation that unfolded in the North Atlantic. 
The Marinera had evaded a U.S. blockade back in 
December, according to sources familiar with the 
operation. Those sources said the U.S. Coast Guard 
and other military assets carried out the seizure and 
that Russian military vessels were in the area as the 
situation developed. The Coast Guard had tracked 
the vessel for the last two weeks after attempting to 
seize it on Dec. 20, when the empty ship was in the 
Caribbean and apparently headed to Venezuela.

By Dec. 31, the Russian Maritime Register 
of Shipping listed the ship, renamed Marinera, as 
a Russian vessel. The crew had painted a Russian 
flag on the ship’s side. Russia’s Ministry of Transport 
condemned the seizure, saying U.S. forces boarded 
the vessel in international waters, then contact was 
lost.

“No state has the right to use force against 
vessels duly registered in the jurisdictions of other 
states,” the ministry said.

The administration’s defenders argue that this 
is how a government protects its interests, at home 

and abroad. Critics see a different pattern, one 
that begins with escalation and ends with harm, 
while official statements try to do what bullets and 
blockades already did.

In Washington, one of the most influential 
voices shaping that approach has described the 
world in terms that leave little room for restraint. 
Stephen Miller, the deputy chief of staff for policy 
and homeland security adviser, said the real world 
is “governed by strength” and “governed by force,” 
presenting power as the baseline rather than 
the last resort. Another account of his internal 
role described a daily pressure campaign across 
federal agencies, with demands for steep increases 
in immigration arrests and rapid expansion of 
deportation machinery.

This philosophy is not confined to the border. 
It shows up in American neighborhoods when 
federal agents conduct operations in traffic lanes, 
and it shows up in international waters when the 
Coast Guard boards a tanker as rival military vessels 
hover nearby. The scale changes, the language 
changes, but the underlying idea remains the same. 
Force first, explanation later.

It also shows up in domestic policy, where 
instability becomes a feature rather than a failure.

As lawmakers again try and work toward a deal 

to extend Affordable Care Act subsidies that help 
millions afford coverage, families watch another 
high-wire negotiation that decides whether medical 
care remains accessible or slides further out of reach. 
The same government capable of seizing ships across 
the Atlantic and deploying thousands of agents into 
U.S. cities insists that health coverage still hinges on 
political bargaining.

In Minneapolis, the consequences were 
immediate and irreversible. A woman who city 
officials say was not a target of any investigation is 
dead after a confrontation with federal agents. The 
government says its agent feared for his life. The city 
says the agent acted recklessly and that ICE made an 
already volatile moment worse.

This is what national disorder looks like when 
it is dressed up as policy. It looks like competing 
press releases at the scene of a killing. It looks like 
armored vehicles on neighborhood streets. It looks 
like international seizures that invite diplomatic 
outrage. It looks like healthcare security that remains 
one vote away from collapse. It looks like a country 
trying to decide whether strength is supposed to 
protect life or simply prove who holds power.

Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey said the federal 
presence is making the city less safe and demanded 
ICE leave immediately.

“The narrative that this was done in self-defense 
is a garbage narrative,” Frey said.
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