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California Capitol News You Might Have Missed

Political Playback:

By Bo Tefu
California Black Media 

 

California Officials Respond 
to Tragic Shooting at Islamic 
Center of San Diego 

 
California leaders and elected officials are 

condemning the deadly May 18, shooting at the 
Islamic Center of San Diego, offering condolences 
to victims and calling for unity against hate and 
violence following the attack that killed three 
people. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom and First Partner Jennifer 
Siebel Newsom said they were “horrified” by the 
violence at the mosque and school, describing 
the center as a place where “families and children 

gather” and where “neighbors worship in peace and 
fellowship.”  

State officials confirmed that the California 
Highway Patrol and the Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services were coordinating with local 
and federal agencies to provide support. 

“Hate has no place in California, and we will 
not tolerate acts of terror or intimidation against 
communities of faith,” said Newsom in a statement. 
He also thanked first responders and told San 
Diego’s Muslim community that “California stands 
with you.” 

California Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-
Collins (D-La Mesa) called the shooting a “horrific 
act of violence” and said her heart was especially 
with the children and families connected to the 
Al Rashid School. She said no child should have 
to experience fear or trauma in a place meant for 
learning.  

Sharp-Collins also condemned Islamophobia 
and urged communities to remain united in 
the aftermath of the attack. “An attack on the 
Islamic Center of San Diego’s mosque and school 
is an attack on the safety and values of the entire 
community,” she said. 

State Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San 
Diego) held a moment of silence on the Senate 
floor to honor the victims and families affected by 
the shooting. Weber Pierson said hate and violence 
“have no place in our communities or our country” 
and urged Californians to choose compassion over 
division. 

U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Calif.)  also 
condemned the attack, noting that the violence 
occurred during Dhul-Hijjah, one of Islam’s holiest 
periods, ahead of Eid al-Adha celebrations. 

Padilla praised law enforcement officers and 
first responders, while also recognizing Amin 
Abdullah, a security guard and father of eight who, 
he said, “gave everything to protect his community.”  

The senator said Americans must reject 
Islamophobia and White supremacy “in all its 
forms.” 

 
 

LAO Details Budget 
Risks After May Revise 
— Republicans Latch On, 
Blasting Newsom 

 
California’s nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s 

Office (LAO) is warning that the state faces 
significant financial risks despite years of strong 
revenue growth, prompting Republicans to sharply 
criticize Gov. Gavin Newsom’s latest budget 
proposal. 

In its review of Newsom’s May budget revision, 
the LAO said California is “ill-prepared for even a 
slip-up in revenues” and warned the state could face 
deficits nearing $100 billion if financial markets 
decline. 

“The state’s current fiscal situation is genuinely 
unprecedented,” the office said in its May 2026 
assessment. 

The report raised concerns that California 
continues operating with deficits during what 
analysts described as a historic revenue boom, 
signaling potential long-term fiscal instability. 

Assembly Republican Leader Heath Flora 
(R-Ripon) said the findings validate years of 
Republican criticism over Democratic spending 
policies. 

“You should not be running operating deficits 
during a historic revenue boom,” Flora said in 
a statement. “Assembly Republicans have been 
warning for years that Sacramento is addicted to 
spending money it does not have.” 

Republicans accused Democratic leaders 
of draining reserves and expanding spending 
commitments without preparing for economic 
downturns. Flora said lawmakers ignored repeated 
warnings about California’s growing structural 
deficit. 

The LAO recommended that lawmakers 
deposit $20 billion into state reserves, reject nearly 
$10 billion in discretionary spending proposals, and 
take additional steps to stabilize the budget before 
conditions worsen. 

Flora urged Newsom and legislative Democrats 
to adopt those recommendations, arguing California 
families are already forced to manage tighter budgets 
amid economic uncertainty. 

“Families across California are expected to live 
within their means,” said Flora. “Those families 
deserve a government that does the same.” 

 
 

California 2026 Primary 
Elections: Early Voting 
Centers Open on May 30 

 
California voters will have expanded access 

to early in-person voting beginning May 30 as the 
state conducts the June 2 primary election. 

 Election officials said early voting locations 
across California will open May 30, giving voters 
additional opportunities to cast ballots ahead of 
Election Day. The move comes as counties continue 
rolling out in-person voting options under the 
state’s election system. 

Vote centers in counties participating in the 
Voter’s Choice Act already began opening May 23, 
while secure ballot drop-off sites became available 
statewide on May 5. 

All active registered voters in California are 
receiving vote-by-mail ballots for the June 2 primary 
election. County elections officials started mailing 
ballots on May 4. 

 Currently, voters can return completed ballots 
by mail, deliver them to county elections offices, or 
use official ballot drop-off locations throughout the 
state. 

Although the standard voter registration 
deadline passed on May 18, eligible Californians 
can still register and vote through the state’s same-
day voter registration process. Residents who missed 
the deadline may register at county elections offices 
or any in-person voting location through Election 
Day. 

Election Day is set for June 2, with polling 
places operating from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Officials said 
vote-by-mail ballots must be postmarked no later 
than June 2, to be counted. 

State election officials are encouraging voters 
to cast ballots early, verify registration information, 
and review local voting options before Election Day 
as turnout efforts continue statewide. 

 

Some Calif. Schools in Same 
District Receive Double the 
Funding of Others. Bill Aims 
to Change That 

 
State Sen. Dave Cortese (D-Silicon Valley) 

has introduced Senate Constitutional Amendment 
5 (SCA 5), a proposal designed to narrow 
longstanding funding disparities between California 
school districts, while securing the endorsement 
of the California School Employees Association 
(CSEA), one of the state’s largest education labor 
organizations.  

Known as the Education Equalization Act, SCA 
5 would ask California voters to amend the state 
Constitution to establish an Education Equalization 
Reserve Account dedicated to increasing per-pupil 
funding in historically underfunded “non-basic aid” 
school districts.  \

The measure would not reduce funding for any 
district, alter Proposition 98 guarantees for K-12 
schools and community colleges, or raise taxes, 
according to Cortese’s office.  

If approved by two-thirds of the Legislature, 
the proposal would appear on a future statewide 
ballot.  

“California cannot continue accepting a public 
education system where a child’s achievements 
and opportunities are determined by dramatically 
unequal funding formulas,” Cortese said. “Right 
now, some districts are provided nearly twice as 
much per student as neighboring communities. 
That inequity is unacceptable.”  

According to California Department of 
Education data cited by Cortese, Palo Alto Unified 
School District spends about $29,876 per student 
annually, while nearby Milpitas Unified School 
District spends approximately $16,504 per student.  

Similar disparities exist elsewhere in the state, 
including parts of Fresno and Kern counties.  

The proposal has drawn support from education 
advocates and labor leaders.  

“The California School Employees Association 
proudly supports SCA 5 because every student 
deserves an equal opportunity to a quality public 
education no matter where they live,” said Adam 
Weinberger, president of CSEA, which represents 
more than 250,000 classified school employees 
statewide. “Classified school employees see every 
day how funding inequality puts some students at 
a disadvantage. This bill would help close that gap.”  

Dr. Lisa Andrew, president and CEO of the 
Silicon Valley Education Foundation -- whose 
organization is co-sponsoring the measure -- said 
the inequities are visible across communities.  

“Students just miles apart are receiving 
dramatically different educations, not because 
of their potential, but because of their zip code,” 
Andrew said. “We believe SCA 5 is the kind of bold, 
structural commitment California’s students have 
long deserved.”  

Cortese said the amendment is ultimately about 
“fairness, educational opportunity, and California’s 
economic future.” 
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UCLA’s Kaniya Bragg shouts and celebrates as she runs toward home plate after hitting a three-run homer against Central Florida  in the NCAA Super 
Regionals (Gina Ferazzi / Los Angeles Times)

By Earl Heath 
Contributing Sports Writer

The No. 8-seed UCLA softball team is headed 
back to Oklahoma City.

The Bruins defeated UCF 14-4 on Saturday 
night at Easton Stadium to sweep the NCAA Los 
Angeles Super Regional and punch their ticket to 
the Women’s College World Series for the third 

straight season. With the win, UCLA advanced 
to the WCWS for the 10th time in the last 11 
tournaments and for an NCAA-record 34th time 
overall.

“I couldn’t be more proud of this team and their 
ability to be able to play for each other and with 
each other,” UCLA head coach Kelly Inouye-Perez 
said. “But it’s about big moments in postseason, and 
the ability to step up in those big moments when 
you have young Bruins.”

UCLA launched four home runs in the win, 
including two from freshman Aleena Garcia, who 
delivered one of the biggest postseason performances 
in program history. Garcia finished 3-for-4 with 
seven RBIs, three runs scored and a walk. Her seven 
RBIs set a UCLA postseason single-game record.

The Bruins’ power surge also made NCAA 
history. Their four home runs pushed their season 
total to 200, making UCLA the first Division 
I softball team to hit at least 200 home runs in a 
season.

UCLA trailed 1-0 early after UCF opened 
the scoring, but the Bruins responded in the third 
inning. Megan Grant’s sacrifice fly scored Soo-Jin 
Berry to tie the game, and Garcia followed with an 
RBI single that brought home Jolyna Lamar. Alexis 
Ramirez added a solo home run in the fourth to 
give UCLA a 3-1 lead.

The Bruins kept applying pressure. They scored 
three runs in the fifth, three more in the sixth and 
five in the seventh to turn a close game into a 
runaway. Ramirez was a major part of the attack, 
going 4-for-5 with a home run, a double and three 
RBIs. Bri Alejandre also homered as UCLA closed 
the night in dominant fashion.

Taylor Tinsley earned the win in the circle, 
improving to 32-6. She struck out a season-high 
11 batters, walked three and went the distance for 
the Bruins. Tinsley picked up the win in each of 
UCLA’s last four postseason victories — two against 
South Carolina and two against UCF.

UCF cut the lead to 6-4 in the fifth inning, 
but Tinsley worked out of a bases-loaded threat 
and UCLA’s offense answered immediately. Garcia’s 
three-run homer in the sixth stretched the lead to 
9-4, and her second three-run shot in the seventh 
helped seal the victory.

UCLA, now 52-8, becomes one of eight teams 
in the Women’s College World Series field. The 
Bruins will open play against Alabama on Thursday, 
May 28, at Devon Park in Oklahoma City.

Bruins Headed to WCWS for 
NCAA-Record 34th Time

Mookie Betts #50 of the Los Angeles Dodgers hits a home run during the game between the Colorado Rockies and the Los Angeles Dodgersat UNIQLO Field 
at Dodger Stadium on (Photo by Nicole Vasquez/MLB Photos via Getty Images)

By Earl Heath 
Contributing Sports Writer

Mookie Betts and the Dodgers rolled over 
the Colorado Rockies on Tuesday night, winning 
by a score of 15-6 at Dodger Stadium. It was the 
Dodgers’ fourth straight win and their 11th victory 
in the last 13 games, as the team is starting to look 
like the club many expected to see all along.

Betts led the way with two home runs and 
five RBIs, giving the Dodgers the kind of offensive 
spark they had been searching for. Kiké Hernández 
and Andy Pages each homered in the third inning, 
and Betts added his second blast of the night in the 
sixth. Will Smith also went deep in the sixth as Los 
Angeles matched season highs with 15 runs and 17 
hits.

It was Betts’ first multi-homer game since May 
19, 2025, and a welcome sign for a lineup that has 
been trying to find consistency. Pages tied a career 
high with four hits, while Hernández, back after 
missing time following offseason elbow surgery, 
also made an impact before leaving the game with a 
left oblique strain.

Newcomer Eric Lauer gave the Dodgers exactly 
what their ailing rotation needed: quality innings. 
Making his Dodgers debut, the left-hander allowed 
just one run on four hits with one walk and four 
strikeouts over six innings. It was by far his best 
outing of the season and a strong first impression 
for a team in need of dependable arms.

A few more starts like that, and Lauer may 
want to start looking at real estate in La Cañada 
Flintridge.

The Dodgers’ recent surge has not been only 
about the bats. In the previous series against the 
Milwaukee Brewers, the bullpen stretched its 
scoreless streak to 38 innings, the longest such run 
by a Dodgers bullpen since the mound was moved 
to its current distance in 1893, according to Elias 
Sports Bureau research cited by MLB.com.

That streak ended Monday against Colorado, 
but the message was clear: the Dodgers are heating 
up in every phase. With Betts finding his power 
stroke, Pages swinging a hot bat and Lauer giving 
the rotation a boost, Los Angeles suddenly looks 
dangerous again.

Dodgers Get Hot in Rout of Rockies

By Earl Heath 
Contributing Sports Writer

LA Clippers forward Kawhi Leonard has been 
named to the 2025-26 Kia All-NBA Second Team, 
adding another honor to one of the most decorated 
careers in franchise history.

The selection marks Leonard’s seventh career 
All-NBA honor and his fourth as a member of the 
Clippers. He is one of three players in franchise 
history to earn four All-NBA selections.

Leonard, a native of Moreno Valley, started 
all 65 games he played this season and averaged a 
career-high 27.9 points, 6.4 rebounds, 3.6 assists 
and 1.88 steals in 32.1 minutes per game. He shot 
50.5% from the field, 38.7% from 3-point range 
and 89.2% from the free-throw line.

He was the only forward to rank in the NBA’s 
top 10 in both scoring and steals this season. 
Leonard also earned his seventh career All-Star 
selection, representing the Clippers at the 2026 
NBA All-Star Game at Intuit Dome.

Leonard’s season included one of the strongest 
scoring runs of his career. From Nov. 28 through 

April 10, he scored at least 20 points in 57 
consecutive games, matching the longest streak in 
franchise history. He became one of only 10 players 
in NBA history to record 50 straight 20-point 
games in a single season.

His top individual performance came Dec. 28 
against the Detroit Pistons, when he scored a career-
high 55 points. Leonard also made three game-
winning shots in the final five seconds of games this 
season, the most in the NBA.

Leonard helped lead the Clippers through a 
historic turnaround. After falling 15 games below 
.500 earlier in the season, the Clippers became the 
only team in league history to recover and finish 
with a winning record. The team also posted its 
15th consecutive winning season, the longest active 
streak in the NBA and the fourth longest in league 
history.

Joining Leonard on the All-NBA Second Team 
were Jaylen Brown of the Boston Celtics, Donovan 
Mitchell of the Cleveland Cavaliers, Kevin Durant 
of the Houston Rockets and Jalen Brunson of the 
New York Knicks.

Leonard Earns All-NBA Second Team 
Honors After Career-Best Season
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By Aaron Morrison, 
Contributing Writer | Los Angeles Wave

NEW YORK (AP) — “No dogs, no Negros, 
no Mexicans.” “Colored served in rear.” “For whites 
only.”

It’s the type of signage that hung from the 
doors and windows of establishments across much 
of the American South for many years.

The words, like screaming headlines from Page 
One of a broadsheet newspaper, were the most 
visible, daily reminder of the subordinate status 
of Black people who lived life alongside and yet 
separate from people who, regardless of class, were 
considered white.

After the Civil War, and upon the collapse of 
Reconstruction, the Jim Crow system of public 
etiquette and laws regulated the free movement of 

both Black and white people for generations until 
the civil rights movement began chipping away at 
legalized racial discrimination.

The Jim Crow system was undergirded by 
beliefs that formerly enslaved Black people and 
their descendants were inferior to white people in 
fundamental ways, including intelligence, morality 
and behavior. Allowing white and Black people to 
coexist as equals, the system’s supporters believed, 
might encourage interracial sexual relations and 
spur the rise of an abominable race that would 
destroy the racial purity of the nation’s superior 
white populace.

Spatial segregation first was culturally accepted, 
then enforced violently or through threat of re-
enslavement via incarceration. After the 1896 
Supreme Court decision Plessy v. Ferguson 

established the “separate but equal” doctrine, Jim 
Crow segregation signs were more statutory than 
strongly worded warnings.

Ritualized humiliation became constitutional 
subjugation. Railway cars, buses, water fountains, 
restrooms, hotels, lunch counters and swimming 
pools were among a long list of the public facilities 
segregated by signage. Black people were forced to 
use substandard facilities. Schools, churches and 
cemeteries had long been racially divided. By design, 
it kept many Black men away from white women 
and stripped Black people of their dignity, sense of 
citizenship and social and political belonging.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964 ended legalized 
racial separatism, although many in the American 
South resisted desegregation after signs were pulled 
down and placed into museums. Steven Reich, a 

history professor and author of an encyclopedia 
on the Jim Crow era, says one lasting impact of 
legalized segregation remains evident in the modern 
American workforce.

Segregation divided the working class and 
compelled white workers to identify more with their 
employers than with their Black co-workers, Reich 
says. That continues to stifle opportunities for Black 
and white workers to organize and work together on 
common issues, including diversity and inclusion.

Aaron Morrison writes for the Associated Press. 
This story was featured in the Los Angeles Wave, an 
NNPA member publisher, and is part of a recurring 
series, “American Objects,” marking the 250th 
anniversary of the United States. 

‘Whites Only’ Signs Were Haunting 
Reminders of America’s Racism


