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Venus Williams Calls a Sabalenka Exit a Tragedy

1he seven-time major champion read frustration, not a real goodbye, in the world No. 1's words

By David Kesiena
Rolling Ouzr

When the world’s top-ranked player said she
wanted to walk away from the sport, Venus Williams
chose empathy over alarm.Aryna Sabalenka’s
blunt remark after her French Open quarterfinal
collapse rattled plenty of fans, but Williams heard
something different in it. The seven-time Grand
Slam champion treated the comment as the raw
reaction of a hurting athlete rather than a serious
signal about her future.The collapse that triggered
the comment

Sabalenka looked headed for a routine win over
Diana Shnaider. She took the opening set 6-3 and
built a commanding lead in the second, climbing
to 4-1 and later serving for the match at 5-4 while
sitting just two points from victory. Then everything
unraveled. Shnaider stormed back to steal the
second set 7-5 and bageled the world No. 1 in the
third, with Sabalenka dropping 12 of the final 13
games in gusty conditions that reached around
26 mph. The 3-6, 7-5, 6-0 result sent Shnaider
into her first Grand Slam semifinal and extended
Sabalenka’s long wait for a maiden Roland Garros
title.In the aftermath, Sabalenka did not soften her
feelings. She told reporters she had no thoughts and
no emotions left and felt like quitting on the spot.
She described being stuck in a deep, dark mental
hole during the match, unable to find her way back.
What Venus Williams said about Sabalenka

Williams reacted with understanding. She
admitted the moment made her sad and said she
had been swept up in Sabalenka’s emotions, feeling a
surge of empathy for her. She praised the Belarusian
for laying everything bare on court, where every
feeling shows.Crucially, Williams did not read the
comment as a real farewell. She said she did not
believe Sabalenka truly wanted to leave, calling such
an outcome a loss for both the player and the sport.
Rather than scold her, Williams offered a gentle
observation about the rthythm of professional tennis.
She suggested players might benefit from a little
more time to gather themselves before stepping in

Venus Williams at Taste of Tennis New York 2015. Photo: Ayssports /| Wikimedia Commons.

front of the cameras, a quiet acknowledgment that
athletes are routinely asked to dissect painful defeats
before the sting has faded.Sabalenka walks it back
The story did not end on that bleak note.
Within days, Sabalenka signaled she was not
actually quitting, framing the press-conference
outburst as heat-of-the-moment honesty rather
than a plan. At the time of the loss she had also left

the door open, saying she would see how she felt in
a few days and hoped to get back on track mentally.
The walk-back lined up with how Williams had
read the situation from the start.It is not the first
time a Paris quarterfinal has pushed Sabalenka to
her limit. In 2024 she exited at the same stage and
skipped her press conference entirely because of
illness, with the tour later releasing her quotes on

her behalf. The pattern underscores how heavily this
particular tournament has weighed on her despite
deep runs in recent years.For now, attention shifts
to the grass. Wimbledon offers Sabalenka a quick
chance to reset, and a strong showing there would
turn this French Open meltdown into a footnote
rather than a turning point.Originally published by
Rolling Out — https://rollingout.com.

National Leaders in Miami for First
Blaclc-Jewish Alliance in More Than 25 Years

Historic gathering launched emerging national
alliance to combat antisemitism, racism, and
division through renewed Black-Jewish solidarity

TV personality Van Jones and media executive
and philanthropist Shari Redstone joined more
than 100 leaders from across the United States in
Miami this weekend for the National Convening
on the Black-Jewish Alliance. It is the first national
gathering of its kind in more than 25 years,
aimed at renewing one of the most consequential
partnerships in  American history.Hosted by
the Exodus Leadership Forum and Redstone
Family Foundation at EAST Hotel Miami, the

convening brought together clergy, organizers,
artists, philanthropists, educators, civic leaders
and cultural figures. The goals were to strengthen
relationships; confront rising antisemitism and
racism; and help shape a shared national strategy for
Black-Jewish partnership in the years ahead.“It has
been almost a quarter century since Black leaders,
Jewish leaders and leaders who are both Black
and Jewish pulled ourselves together like this,”
said Van Jones. “With anti-Black and anti-Jewish
backlash politics reaching a fever pitch, it’s time
to renew this partnership.” Jones added, “When
you combine the Jewish tradition of ‘repairing the

world’ with the Black tradition of ‘justice for all;
you get a double helix of hope for humanity.”The
gathering comes at a moment of deep polarization
in the United States, with increasing concern over
antisemitism, attacks on democratic institutions,
racial injustice and growing social fragmentation.
Shari Redstone said, “This gathering reflects what
we are seeing across the country — a real desire to
rebuild trust, deepen relationships, and move from
conversation to coordinated action. The Black-
Jewish alliance is not a relic of history; it is a living
partnership that is evolving in response to this
moment.What we are beginning in Miami is about
fostering mutual understanding, strengthening
partnerships and activating resources for our shared
future — one rooted in trust, shared purpose, and
the commitment to social justice.”Programming
included a Soulful Shabbat gathering, artistic
performances and facilitated conversations around
difficult “wedge issues.” Discussions focused on
movement-building, narrative change and civic
participation. Featured performers and artists
included Erika Atkins, Daniel Bernard Roumain,
Jon Adam Ross and Zhailon Levingston, alongside
performances from participating college students.
Rev. Dr. Benjamin E Chavis Jr. said, “We are living
through a period of crisis. Rising antisemitism,
rising racism and growing division in our nation.
But history shows us that movements are born in
moments like this. This convening is not simply

about remembering past solidarity; it is about
building a participatory national strategy that allows
millions of people to join in the work of justice,
repair and shared liberation.”An outcome of the
convening was the advancement of a draft National
Strategy for Black and Jewish Partnership, a living
framework organized around five pillars:Promoting
Awareness and Historical Understanding

Deepening Relationships and Building Trust

Shaping a Public Narrative around Black-
Jewish Allyship

Coordinating Efforts Across the Field

Expanding  Partnerships  for  Collective
Advocacy and Action

Throughout the convening, attendees reflected
on the historic partnership between Black and
Jewish communities during the Civil Rights
Movement. At the same time, they emphasized that
the goal is not to recreate the past, but to build a
broader, more durable future-facing alliance.

Organizers plan for the convening to become an
annual gathering focused on strengthening Black-
Jewish partnership and advancing collaborative
action nationwide.

For more information about the emerging
National ~ Strategy for Black and Jewish
Partnership and future initiatives, contact ethan@
dreammachine.org.

For information about EXODUS Over
Dinner, visit http://exodusoverdinner.org/.
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Photo courtesy Darkness Rising Project, bttps://www.darknessrisingproject.org.

Using Art, Healing, And Community

to Transform Mental Health Dialogue

By Judaea Ingram
Special to The Carolinian

RALEIGH, N.C.-Musicfilled theairasfamilies
danced through the crowd, children gathered around
activity stations, and community members explored
wellness resources from local organizations. Black-
owned businesses lined the streets while people
stopped for chair massages, conversations, and
moments of connection inside the wellness suite.At
the center of the event stood a simple but powerful
reminder:“You Matter.”For Darkness SING,
those words represent far more than a slogan. They
reflect the organization’s mission to break the stigma
surrounding mental health in the Black community
while creating spaces centered on healing, honesty,
and hope.Operating at the intersection of the
arts anci) mental health, Darkness RISING uses
music, storytelling, wellness programming, and
community engagement to inspire healing while
addressing barriers that have historically prevented
many Black Americans from accessing mental
health support.The organization hosts a variety of

rograms and events throughout the year, includin

Eloc parties, wellness workshops, mixers, kicko
events, community classes, and Darkness RISING:
Live — a free annual arts and wellness festival now
celebrating its ninth year.The festival combines
entertainment with healing-centered resources,
featuring live music, dancing, singing, food trucks,
Black vendors, children’s activities, mental health
resources, wellness spaces, and opportunities for
open conversations about mentalP health. While
the events may feel celebratory on the surface,
organizers say the deeper purpose is creating safe

spaces where people can feel comfortable discussing
mental health without fear of judgment.Darkness
RISING also provides free nationwide resources,
including a Black Mental Health Resource Packet,
a Black Mental Health Provider Database, and
its “Find Me a Therapist” initiative, which helps
connect individuals with culturally competent care.
The organization’s work is rooted in addressing
longstanding inequities that continue impacting
mental health access within Black communities.
Historically, segregation, redlining, racial
discrimination, incarceration, poverty, and unequal
healthcare access have contributed to higher rates of
behavioral health challenges while simultaneously
limiting access to proper treatment and support.
Darkness RISING approaches those issues through
what organizers describe as a transformative justice
lens, focusing on healing rather than punishment
and creating equitable wellness opportunities for
marginalize communities.Its REBPSILD rogram
specifically supports justice-involved and formerly
incarcerated people of color through free therap

and wellness support, while the REBUILD YoutK
program focuses on young people impacted by
Adverse Childhood ]%’xperiences, also known as
ACEs.For Rudolph, therapy became life-changing
after decades of incarceration and years of rejection
after returning home.“Came home in 2015, started
my own computer company, investing in real estate,
did the normal thing and ‘got some jobs here and
there and was met with rejection after rejection and
people telling me I am not a good person,” Rudolph
shared. “Even had a rejection in church.”He said one
of the hardest battles became overcoming the mental

Uptown Music Theatre
Summer'Camp Returns
to Inspire the Next
Generation of Performers

Photo courtesy LA Data News Weekly.

Edwin Buggage
Editor-in-Chief | New Orleans Data News Weekly
For 25 years, Uptown Music Theatre (UMT)
has helped young people across New Orleans
discover their talents, build confidence, and develop
a love for the performing arts. This summer, the
organization will once again open its doors to
aspiring performers through its Annual Summer
Camp Program.Founded by renowned New Orleans
Jazz Musician and Educator Delfeayo Marsalis,
Uptown Music Theatre has become a cornerstone
of arts education in the city. The program provides
youth with professional-level training in musical
theater while creating a supportive environment
where creativity, teamwork, and self-expression can
flourish. The 2026 UMT Summer Camp runs from
June Ist through July 10th and is open to young
people ages 8 to 18. Camp activities will take place
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Contemporary Arts Center.Participants will
receive instruction in acting, singing, dancing,
stage movement, and performance techniques from

experienced theater professionals and educators.
Throughout the Six-Week Program, students will
work together to develop their skills and prepare
for a culminating stage production that showcases
what they have learned.Marsalis founded Uptown
Music Theatre with a vision of providing young
people with opportunities that extend beyond the
classroom. Over the years, the organization has
helped hundreds of students develop discipline,
leadership skills, and confidence while exposing
them to the transformative power of the arts. The
Summer Camp continues that mission by offering
youth a chance to spend part of their summer
immersed in a creative environment that encourages
artistic growth and personal development.As New
Orleans continues to celebrate its rich cultural
heritage, programs like Uptown Music Theatre
play an important role in ensuring that the next

eneration of performers, artists, and community
%eaders have the opportunity to learn, grow, and
shine on stage.Originally published by Data News
Weekly — https://www.ladatanews.com.

barriers created during incarceration.“I got in touch
with a couple of friends, and they explained to me
how I had to get over the mental hurdles and get rid
of the way my prison mindset was in order to survive
an ecome successful,” he said.Rudolph later
moved to North Carolina hoping for a fresh start,
but the struggle continued.‘gfhings were looking
bad,” he saicﬁ “Could not get a job. The struggle
was real.”Eventually, therapy and support through
organizations like %arkness RISINC? liielped begin
his healing process. He said working alongside other
justice—invofl)ved men through therapy gave him the
ability to rebuild mentally while finding community
with ~ people who understood his ~experiences.
Stories like Rudolph’s reflect the foundation behind
Darkness RISING’s mission: ensuring people feel
seen, supported, and worthy of healing regardless
of their PEackground or circumstances.Community

members who attend the organization’s events often
describe them as emotionally transformative.Some
participants say Darkness "RISING encouraged
them to seek therapy for the first time, while others
say the organization gave them a safe space to openly
discuss struggles they previously kept hidden.“T have
been encouraged by the beautiful, generous, brave
and open individuals who come together and use
their talents to create art, share personal experiences
and provide hope to those who may be struggling
with mental health,” one participant shared.By
combining art, wellness, education, and community
outreach, Darkness RISING continues changing
how mental health conversations happen within the
Black community.Not through silence.But through
healing, honesty, connection, and joy.Originally
published by The Carolinian — https://caro.news.

When Politics Intersects
with Professional Sports

By David Marshall
Jacksonville Free Press (TriceEdneyWire.com)

It appears that every week, there is a news
story or event that leaves us even more tired and
weary of the political climate we live in. At a time
when we should be paying increased attention to
evolving events, we also face the personal need
for emotional and mental breaks from the chaos.
Taking that mental off-ramp to recharge and receive
the temporary relief we need is critical. Sports can
often be used as that emotional and mental off-
ramp. While the same can be said of music and
other forms of entertainment, sports have a unique
way of uniting people of various backgrounds. This
is particularly true when attending live sporting
events where sports arenas and stadiums become
safe spaces for passionate sports fans to escape
the polarizing cultural wars between conservatives
and liberals.At the beginning of every professional
sporting event, it has become an American tradition
to stand during the playing of the national anthem.
By doing so, it represents a moment of unified
respect for our nation that goes beyond race, class,
gender, age, political affiliation, and religion. It
represents a time before the game when players,
coaches, and fans of opposing teams are Americans
first, and are joined together as one American team.
The national anthem is a few precious minutes
where patriotism and unity are established. It
establishes an atmosphere of fan camaraderie where
MAGA conservatives and die-hard liberals can
cheer together for their favorite home team while
being free of the political divisions from the outside
world. Fans sitting in the stands can be totally
unaware of the political persuasions of those around
them because political differences are put aside, and
support for the home team on the court or field
becomes the unifying shared interest of those in
attendance. It is a part of the game day experience

David W. Marshall is the founder of the faith-

based organization TRB: The Reconciled Body
and the author of God Bless Our Divided

America.

that can easily be overlooked and taken for granted.
As starting quarterback of the San Francisco 49ers,
Colin Kaepernick received backlash on multiple
fronts when he used kneeling during the national
anthem as a means of silently protesting racial
injustice and police brutality. At the time, Joe
Lockhart was the executive vice president in charge
of communications and government affairs for the
NFL. He later became a political analyst for CNN.
In a column written in 2020, Lockhart stated, “No
teams wanted to sign a player — even one as talented
as Kaepernick —whom they saw as controversial,
and therefore, bad for business.” Colin Kaepernick
was not blackballed from the league because of his
lack of skills, injuries, or salary demands. He was
ostracized because he became a financial liability.
“For many owners, it always came back to the same
thing,” Lockhart wrote. “Signing Kaepernick, they
thought, was bad for business. An executive from
one team that considered signing Kaepernick told
me the team projected losing 20% of their season
ticket holders if they did. That was a business risk no
team was willing to take, whether the owner was a
Trump supporter or a bleeding-heart liberal. As bad
of an image problem it presented for the league and
the game, no owner was willing to put the business
at risk over this issue.”Looking back, I personally
believe he should strategically use his platform as an
NFL player in speaking out against racial injustice
and police brutality, but his method underestimated
the fan reaction when he invaded the political safe
zone on game day with controversial social issues.
It arguably led to Kaepernick losing his promising
NFL career and not being re-signed by any other
team in the league. Recently, the New York Giants’s
starting quarterback was another NFL player
who misjudged a politically sensitive situation by
introducing President Trump at a MAGA rally.
Jaxson Dart’s decision will not cost him his job
and career, but it did result in a backlash from a
different perspective: The public backlash came
from those defending the Black cause, including
one of his New York Giants teammates. Linebacker
Abdul Carter initially voiced discomfort with the
optics of the event, according to multiple reports.
“Some things are bigger than football, and this
is one of those things,” Carter told reporters
during a press conference. “If he chooses to align
himself with a man like President Trump, its my
responsibility based on what I believe and what I
stand on to not only show my teammates that I'm
against that, but to show the world.”Dart, along
with other Trump supporters, cannot forget that
the majority of players in the NFL are Black. Abdul
Carter’s comments refer to the character of a leader.
If Dart is accepting the character of an anti-DEI
leader, how can he, with any sense of credibility,
be the quarterback and leader of a locker room
that is predominantly Black? Hopefully, during the
private meeting used to repair the fractured locker
room, the team will learn that a player in leadership
cannot bring racial insensitivity into another
version of the NFL safe zone. This is why diversity,
equity, and inclusion are always needed to bring
racial awareness when needed.David W. Marshall is
the founder of the faith-based organization TRB:
The Reconciled Body and the author of God Bless
Our Divided America.

Originally published by Jacksonville Free Press
— hteps://www.jacksonvillefreepress.com.
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By Bo Tefu
Culifornia Black Media

UCLA Report Exposes
Deepening Economic
Instability for Black
Californians

Black Californians saw a sharp rise in
unemployment and worsening job  stability
between 2024 and 2025, according to a May 2026
report from the UCLA Ralph J. Bunche Center for
African American Studies’ Black Policy Project. The
report links the shift to federal funding rollbacks,
public sector job losses, reduced diversity, equity,
and inclusion programs, and a broader economic
slowdown.

Using Current Population Survey data, the
analysis found Black unemployment increased from
5.6% in 2024 to 7.5% in 2025. That marked the
largest one-year increase among racial and ethnic
groups in California. That downturn left Black
workers facing double the unemployment rate of
White Californians by the end of ‘the reporting
period.

The report shows the impact was not evenly
distributed. Black women exgerienced a steep rise
in unemployment, from 3.5% to 7.1%. College-
educated Black women saw one of the most
dramatic increases, with unemployment rising from
2.7% to 8.5%. Black men also remained under

ressure, with unemployment holding at elevated
evels, including 15.9% among those without a
high school diploma.

Overall employment levels changed only
slightly, but the report said those numbers masked
deeper shifts in job quality. Black women’s
employment rate fel{ by about 6 percentage points,
while Black men’s employment rose by about 5
percentage points, driven in part by increased part-
time work rather than stable full-time positions
with benefits.

A key concern in the report is the rise in
involuntary part-time work. Among Black
Californians, it increased from 39% to §9W0, the
largest jump of any group. College-educated Black
men saw particularly sharp growth in involuntary
part-time employment, rising by nearly 30
percentage points.

The study also found declines in public sector
employment, long a key source of stable jobs for
Black ‘workers. Black Californians’ share of state
government jobs fell by nearly 2 percentage points,
while municipal employment dropped %y nearly
3 points. Researchers pointed to funding cuts and
reductions in DEl-related roles as contributing
factors.

Institutional disconnection, defined as not
being employed or enrolled in school, also rose
by 3 percentage points, with the steepest increases
among Black women and prime-age adults.

ﬁe report concludes that these trends reflect
structural cﬁanges in California’s labor market and
recommends stronger labor protections, expanded
workforce programs, and sustained investment in
education and Black-led economic initiatives.

We Are Ready! California
Leaders Are Preparing to
Welcome World Cup

With the 2026 FIFA World Cup set to begin
this week, California officials say they are ready to
welcome hundreds of thousands of visitors from
around the globe as the state prepares to host 14
matches. That’s more than any other state in the
nation.

During a June 5 media briefing, leaders from
the California Governor’s Office of Emergenc
Services (Cal OES), the California Highway Patrol,
the California Department of Transportation, the
California National Guard, local law enforcement
agencies, and federal partners outlined extensive
preparations already underway to ensure the
tournament is safe, secure and seamless.

California will host eight matches in the Los
Angeles region and six in the San Francisco Bay
Area, including knockout-round contests and the
U.S. Men’s National Team’s opening match in Los
Angeles.

Caroline Thomas Jacobs, Director of Cal OES,
said the state is taking a “whole-of-government”
approach to hosting the World Cup and ensuring
safety and security.

“The 2026 FIFA World Cup will bring
hundreds of thousands of visitors from around the
world to California, showcasing our communities,
our culture and our economy on a global stage,”
said Thomas Jacobs. “It requires an extraordinary
level of coordination to help ensure everyone
can safely enjoy the matches, the fan events, and
celebrations that come with the World Cup. Public
safety is always our top priority.”

State officials said planning efforts have
been underway for more than a year and involve
coordination among federal, state, local, tribal and
private-sector partners. The preparations include
public safety operations, transportation planning,
cybersecurity protections, emergency response
coordination, intelligence sharing and public
information campaigns.

The World Cup, which runs from June 11
through July 19, is the largest in FIFA history,
featuring 4§] teams and 10§ matches across the
United States, Canada and Mexico. California’s
14 matches will be played at SoFi Stadium in
Inglewood and Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara.

The state is drawing on lessons learned from

Los Angeles News Observer

revious large-scale events, including Super Bowl
EX, which was held in the Bay Area earlier this year.

Officials say many of the same planning
frameworks used for the Super Bowl are now
being expanded for the World Cup, including real-
time intelligence sharing, coordinated emergency
response teams, advanced traffic management and
transportation operations.

ommissioner of the California Highwa
Patrol Sean Duryee said, “What an honor. It’s
oing to be historic. The work has been done, and
ﬁle E)undation has been laid. We are ready. We're
ready to host some historic games.”

Duryee said law enforcement, first responders
and emergency managers have done the work to
lay out operational plans, transportation plans and
contingency plans at the state, county, regional and
local levels “in case something goes awry.

The World Cup is also expected to serve as a
major test run for the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic
Games in Los Angeles. LA28 Chief Executive
Officer Reynold Hoover recently said organizers
will closely study the World Cup’s transportation,
security and crowd-management operations as
preparations continue for the Olympics.

“What makes the World Cup different from a

pical event is the scale duration and complexity of
this event. This is not a one-day operation. This'is a
month-long international event involving multiple
host cities, fan festivals, airports, transportation
systems, hotels, critical infrastructure and millions
of people moving throughout California every day.”

CAGOP Chair Corrin Rankin
Launches “Victory 26"
Ahead of Nov Elections

'The California Republican Party (CAGOP) on
June 3 unveiled its “Victory 26 slate of statewide
candidates, framing the rollout as an effort to
challenge Democratic control ahead of November’s
general election.

Speaking at party headquarters in Sacramento,
CAGBP Chair (Ij)orrin Rankin said the initiative is
aimed at offering voters an alternative to what she
described as longstanding one-party dominance in
the state.

“What we're offering is a viable option to the
one-party rule,” Rankin said. “Who you see before

ou today are your neighbors, and they want a
etter California.”

Rankin said the GOP ticket is intended
to address voter concerns about affordability,
housing, taxes, and homelessness. She cited polling
showing 57% of Californians believe the state is
on the “wrong track,” describing the moment as a
“precipice” for the state’s political direction.

1%6 “Victory ’26” slate includes Republican
candidates for all eight statewide executive offices.
Party leaders said the coordinated lineup is desi%{led
to strengthen competitiveness in a state where
Democrats hold a nearly 2-to-1 voter registration
advantage.

The launch follows the June 2 primary, in
which Republican gubernatorial candidate Steve
Hilton led the field with nearly 28% of the vote
as of early June 3, according to preliminary results.
Final tallies had not yet been certified.

Hilton, a former Fox News host, used the event
to criticize Democratic leadership in California and
argue that key economic challenges have worsened
under their governance.

“The Democratic Party in California has

had 16 years to show that their ideas work well,”
Hilton said. “We’re still waiting. We have the
highest poverty rate in the country, the highest
unemployment rate of all 50 states, the highest cost
of livingg far.”
Re uglican leaders and candidates repeatedly
pointed to cost-of-living pressures and out-
migration as central campaign themes. Secretary of
State candidate Don Wagner said economic strain
has driven residents out of the state, saying, “It’s
gotten us to a place where our three biggest exports
are fruits, nuts and grown children.”

Other candidates on the slate, including State
Superintendent of Public Instruction hopequSonja
Shaw, focused on education reform and parental
rights as key campaign priorities.

The GyOP said the “Victory 267 effort will
continue through the general election as it seeks
to expand its reach beyond traditional Republican
voters.

California Nets $260 Million
in Stolen Goods From Retail
Theft Rings

California officials say an expanded statewide
crackdown on organized retail theft has resulted in
the recovery of nearly $260 million in stolen goods
and more tKan 32,000 arrests since late 2023, as the
state continues to invest heavily in combating retail
crime networks.

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced the latest
figures in Sacramento on June 4, highlightin
w%lat his administration described as recor —leve%
enforcement tied to the state’s organized retail
crime initiative.

Authorities say 32,613 arrests have been made
and 25,843 cases have been referred for prosecution
since October 2023.

“Public safety starts with accountability,”
Newsom said. “Over the last two years, we've made
the largest investment in state history to combat
organized retail theft, givin%local law ‘enforcement
and prosecutors the tools they need to dismantle
criminal networks.”

The enforcement effort is funded through
more than $242 million in state grants distributed
to 38 local law enforcement agencies by the Board
of State and Community Corrections. Officials
say the funding supports’specialized investigative
teams, technology, and coordination between
police departments, prosecutors, and retailers.

State officials also credited the California
Highway Patrol's Organized Retail Crime Task
Force, which has conducted more than 4,500
investigations, made over 5,100 arrests, and
recovered more than 1.6 million stolen items valued
at over $74 million since 2019.

In the most recent reporting quarter alone,
agencies reported 3,553 arrests alnc(i1 2,947 cases
referred for prosecution.

“California’s  investment in combatin
organized retail theft continues to pay dividends,
sald Board of State and Community Corrections
(BSCC) Chair Linda Penner.

Penner said the grants are helping agencies
pursue complex criminal operations and recover
stolen property at scale.

Local enforcement operations have targeted
retail theft rings across the state. In Los Angeles
County, sheriﬁ’ s deputies recovered about $4
million in stolen cargo tied to multiple retailers,
including Foot Locker, Epson, and Ulta. In Costa
Mesa, police recovered roughly $150,000 in
stolen merchandise linked to online resale activity.
Bakersfield police arrested four suspects tied to
thefts targeting national chains, while San Jose
police reported 72 arrests through 29 enforcement
operations.

The state has also invested $24 million in a
vertical—Prosecution program supporting 13 district
attorney’s offices, leading to 2,615 theft-related
convictions, including 77g2 felony convictions and
910 cases tied directly to organized retail theft.

Officials say ‘the crackdown comes as
preliminary FBI data shows broader crime declines
in California, including a nearly 10% drop in
violent crime and a more than '14% decline in
property crime compared to the previous year.

Ticketmaster “Monopoly”
Bill Draws Fire From
Consumer Advocates

A coalition of consumer advocates, business
organizations, and community groups is urgin
California lawmakers to reject Assembly Bill (%\B
1720, arguing that the measure targets ticket
buyers and sellers rather than addressing what they
describe as the dominant market power of Live

Nation/Ticketmaster.

A7

Inaletter sent to Assembly Arts, Entertainment,
Sports and Tourism Committee Chair Buffy Wicks
(B—Oakland), the coalition said AB 1720 would
restrict how consumers can resell tickets they
legally own while leaving Ticketmasters control
over primary ticket sales, pricing, and fees largely
untouched.

“AB 1720 punishes consumers rather than
confronting the real source of the problem:
unchecked power by a single player that keeps
prices high and limits access,” the letter states.

Autﬁored by Assemblymember Matt Haney
(D-San Francisco), AB 1720 — known as the
California Fans First Act — would cap the
resale price of tickets for concerts and other live
entertainment events at no more than 10% above
the original purchase price, including fees.

Supporters say the bill is intended to curb
ticket ‘scalping and protect consumers from
excessive markups in the secondary market.

Haney argues that professional brokers and
automated bots purchase tickets in bulk and resell
them at inflated prices, making live events less
affordable for fans. The bill has advanced through
multiple Assembly committees and passed the
Assembly floor in May.

Opponents, however, contend that the
legislation focuses on a relatively small portion of
the ticketing market while failing to address broader
concerns agout industry concentration. In their
letter, they note that resale transactions account for
about 9% of ticket sales and argue that Ticketmaster
would retain the ability to use practices such as
dynamic pricing, exclusive presales, and inventory
holdbac

The coalition also raised concerns about the
bill's impact on low-income consumers who may
need to resell tickets when plans change. They argue
that tying resale limits to an often unclear “original
price” could force consumers to sell at a loss or risk
violating the law.

The letter was signed by leaders from
organizations including the California League of
United Latin American Citizens, the California
Black Chamber of Commerce, the California
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce, the National
Action Network Sacramento, and the California
Live Events Equity Alliance.

The debate comes amid continuing scrutiny of
Live Nation and Ticketmaster’s market dominance.
California remains among the states ursuing
antitrust action against the company after declining
to join a recent federal settlement that critics
argued did not go far enough to curb monopolistic
practices, according to the coalition’s letter.

Critics of AB 720 say lawmakers should focus
on increasing transparency and competition in the
primary ticket market rather than imposing new
restrictions on consumers.
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By Earl Heath
ontributing Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — Football fans from across
Southern California will have the opportunity to
experience a unique international cell)ebration of
sport, culture and community when the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum hosts a four-day football festival
from June 11-14.

‘The event will transform the historic Coliseum
into a gathering place for fans of all ages, featurin
international matchups, cultural activities an
family-friendly ~entertainment throughout the
opening weekend celebration.

Organizers have made the event affordable for
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families, with tickets priced at $10, including fees.
thilldren under 12 wiﬁ be admitted free with a paid
adult.

The festivities begin Thursday, June 11, with
Mexico taking on Sough Africa at noon.

Friday’s schedule features a pair of matches,
beginning with Canada versus Bosnia and
Herzegovina at noon, followed by the United States
facing Paraguay at 6 p.m.

aturday’s action includes Brazil against
Morocco at 3 p.m., followed by Haiti versus
Scotland at 6 p.m.

The weekend concludes Sunday with German

facing Curacao at 10 a.m. and the Netherlands

-

N Q LA MEMORIAL COLISEUM |

AT EXPOSITION PARK

taking on Japan at 1 p.m.

’%he event is expected to draw soccer and
football enthusiasts from throughout the region
while showcasing the diversity and international
spirit that make Los Angeles one of the world’s
premier sports destinations.

With affordable ticket prices, international
competition and a focus on community engagement,
organizers hope the four-day celebration will create
lasting memories for fans while highlighting the
city’s rich multicultural traditions.

Schedule

Thursday, June 11

Mexico vs. South Africa — Noon
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Friday, June 12

Canada vs. Bosnia and Herzegovina — Noon
USA vs. Paraguay — 6 p.m.

Saturday, June 13

Brazil vs. Morocco — 3 p.m.

Haiti vs. Scotland — 6 p.m.

Sunday, June 14

Germany vs. Curacao — 10 a.m.

Netherlands vs. Japan — 1 p.m.

Tickets: $10 (fees included). Children 12 and

under are admitted free with a paid adult.
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By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

PITTSBURGH — Along the banks of the
Allegheny River at PNC Park, another milestone
was added to Freddie Freeman’s remarkable
career.During the Dodgers’ 12-3 victory over the
Pittsburgh Pirates on Tuesday night, Freeman
collected the 2,500th hit of his major league career
with a run-scoring single to shallow center field
in the seventh inning.For a player who has built a
résumé worthy of Hall of Fame consideration, the
moment still carried special meaning.“It means
a lot,” Freeman said. “When your manager and
teammates appreciate what you've done over the
course of your career, it does mean a lot. To step
back and realize how long you have to play and
perform at a high level over many, many years to
get there, it does mean a lot.”The milestone came
during an offensive explosion by Los Angeles. The
Dodgers scored 10 runs in the sevent% inning,
their first double-digit inning since June 2, 2021,
when they put up 11 runs against the St. Louis
Cardinals. It was also the second time in three
games that Los Angeles scored at least nine runs in a
single inning after posting a nine-run frame against
the Angels earlier in the week.While the Dodgers
celebrated another lopsided victory, Freeman took
a moment to appreciate the significance of his
accomplishment.“If you would have asked me 10
years ago, I probably would have brushed it off and
kept going,” Freeman said. “But as you get older,
you do get more emotional and sentimental. It is

Freddie Freeman gts his 2,00tb hit in tb seth ing

_ﬂw - .ui—'_‘.l'l - o ke
against the Pittsburgh Pirates on

nice for people to take a moment and appreciate
what you've done in this game. It is special.”The
veteran first baseman has been one of baseball’s
hottest hitters in recent weeks. Over his last 18
games, Freeman has batted .357 with six home
runs, five doubles and a .686 slugging percentage.
Earlier in the game, Freeman doubled off Pirates ace
Paul Skenes before recording his historic hit later
in the contest.The numbers behind the milestone
further illustrate the consistency that has defined
Freeman’s 17-year career. Of his 2,500 hits, 1,305
have come on the road. He has recorded 1,794 hits
against right-handed pitchers and 706 against left-
handers. Against Pittsburgh, Freeman now owns
89 career hits, including 39 in 38 games played at
PNC Park.Dodgers pitcher Eric Lauer, who has
been on the wrong side of three of Freeman’s 2,500
hits, described the challenge of facing the eight-time
All-Star.“T would describe him as a pesky hitter,”
Lauer said. “He’s always going to put together a
good at-bat. He’s always going to work the count.
He’s not overly aggressive, but he does damage if
you miss. He’s just overall one of the greatest hitters
of our generation, and in the game in general”At
35 years old, Freeman continues to perform at an
elite level, adding another milestone to a career that
has already included an MV Award, a World Series
championship and multiple All-Star appearances.
With 2,500 hits now in the books, the Dodgers star
has further cemented his place among the game’s
most accomplished hitters of his era.
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World Cup Mural in Hawthorne, (Photo by icky Richardson)

The Ci

By Ricky Richardson
C}olntrl'lmting Writer

Hawthorne, CA- There’s no denying that there
has been excitement in the air for well over a month.
Visual signage is in place throughout the city, from
artwork on electrical/utility boxes to high-flyin
banners and other markings on the sidewalks an§
bus stops.

World Cup Fever is one of the most obvious
symptoms of this excitement and exuberance. There
is no quick cure. Authorities recommend that you
drink a lot of fluids while you get caught up in’the
activities transpiring for the next thirty-plus days.

Yes, ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, FIFA
World Cup Fever has captivated the global soccer
community. Huge crowds are going to be attending
games in the United States, Canada, and Mexico.

The soccer games are going to hold our rapt
attention for the next thirty days or so. It is great to
know that local artists have been busy showcasing
some awesome murals that are sure to inspire
everyone who is able to view the creative expressions
on murals.

The City of Hawthorne unveiled a FIFA World
Cup theme mural on Tuesday, June 9, 2026. The
mural is on a wall off Imperial Highway, north on
Firmona Avenue. The location is t%xe south side of
the 105 Freeway.

City ofﬁcial}s, were joined by special guests and
an enthusiastic crowd of City employees and
residents for the unveiling ceremony. 8uests could
hear the excitement in the remarks by city officials
and the artists. Eloquent remarks 021 appreciation
and support were delivered by City Manager
Vontra orris, Mayor Pro-Tem Faye Johnson,
City Councilmembers Alex Monteiro and Katrina
Manning. Special guests present were former
Mayor Daniel Juarez, Patricia Donaldson, and

ty

Welcomes

World Cup Mural Unveiling Grouproto, (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

FIFA

Hawthorne Chamber of Commerce President/
CEO, Commissioners from the Planning and Parks
and Recreation Department. The wonderful mural
was created by the father-son duo Efrain and Jacob,

of Empire 76 LLC. The artists did a great job of

captivating local landmarks located in the city,
sEeciﬁcally, the Water Tower. The Efrain spoke about
the process of creating the mural, from the concept
to priming the wall and laying the foundation in a
short period of time.

The FIFA World Cup mural is approximately 60
ft. by 7 ft. high and celebrates Hawthorne’s identity
and global connection to FIFA activities, and also
creates a destination for photo ops for both residents
and visitors from the global soccer community.
Videos and photos of the mural, as well as pictures
of selfies of residents and visitors, might be posted
online on different social media p%atforrns. I'm
looking forward to seeing residents and the global
soccer community in jerseys representing their
favorite team.

FIFA World Cup Games will be here before you
know it. The “City of Good Neighbors” will be
hosting a Watch Party, Saturday, June 13, outside
of City Hall, 4455 W. 126th Street. Now is a good
time to grab your blankets, chairs, family, and don’t

orget your neighbors, so that all can experience the
World Cup excitement at the biggest sporting event
of the summer.

This free, family-friendly event will feature live
games on a large ‘screen broadcasting the highly
anticipated matchups with Qatar vs. Switzerland at
12:00pm, followed by Brazil vs. Morocco at 3:00pm.
Residents will be engaged in a festive and interactive
atmosphere complete with food vendors, jumpers
for children, futsal open play, and soccer clinics.
Residents are encouraged to register in advance for
the soccer clinics through the City’s online form:

of Hawthorne

hteps://www.cityothawthorne.org/home.
<« 3 B . .
ere’s nothing quite like the energy of the World
Cup, and we wanted to make sure residents can
. . . »
celebrate the excitement right here in Hawthorne,

= x5k s M |
Jacob and Efrain, Mural Artists, (Photo by Ric.
Richardson

said City Manager Vontr(aly Norris in a statement.
<« k) . o . .
We're transforming the City Hall parking lot into
the ultimate gathering spot for neighbors to cheer,
»
play, and connect over a great day of soccer.

City Manager Vontray Norris and Mayor Pro-Tem
Faye Johnson, (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

Applications Open This Summer for
the California Civic Media Program
Supporting Local Journalism

By Antonio Ray Harvey
alifornia Black Media

The California Civic Media Program’s grants
will open in the summer of 2026, with the first
round of award decisions and funding distributions
expected to be officially announced in the fall of
2026, according to the Governor’s Office of Business
and Economic Development (GO-Biz).

Referred to as tﬁe Civic Media Fund, the
program is a $20 million public-private partnership
aimed at strengthening local journalism, improving
access to reliable information, and increasing
community erfafement across California. The
}f)rogram is funded by a $10 million appropriation
rom the state and a
contribution from Google.

Regina  Wilson, =~ Executive Director  of
California Black Media and a member of the
program’s advisory board, said the fund is a “step in
the right direction.”

‘% believe the Civic Journalism Fund is one of
many tools that will be needed to help save local
journalism. It may not satisfy all of the needs that
community media, or journalism more broadly,
faces at this moment,” Wilson said. “But it does
infuse much-needed resources into an industry
that has been badly harmed by federal policies
and market shifts that began decades ago and have
steadily weakened local news.”

ilson added, “I believe the Civic Journalism
Fund is one of many tools that will be needed to
help save local journalism. It may not satisfy all of
the needs that community media, or journalism
more broadly, faces at this moment. But it does
infuse much-needed resources into an industry

$10 million matching

Shutterstock

that has been badly harmed by federal policies
and market shifts that began decades ago and have
steadily weakened local news.”

GO-Biz is Californias primary office for
economic strategy, job growth, and business
assistance. It serves as the single, centralized point
of contact for companies seeking to start, expand,
or relocate within the state.

Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland)
authored Assembly Bill (AB) 886, the “California
Journalism Preservation Act,” (CJPA) to put pressure
on digital advertising monopolies and major tec
platforms like Google and Meta to subsidize local
news outlets for utilizing their journalism content.

Wicks said she authored AB 886 to help ensure
the sustainability of local journalism, as news outlets
across the country are downsizing and closing at
alarming rates.

Wicks's office discovered through a study
produced by Northwestern University that an
average of two and a half newspapers in the country
close every week, and that the %nited States has lost

two-thirds of its newspaper journalists since 2005.

California has lost more than 100 newspapers
in the last decade alone.

“The CJPA provides a lifeline for news
outlets — large, small, and ethnic — by directing a
portion of the ad dollars back to the print, digital,
and broadcast media that bear the entire cost of

athering and reporting local news while Big Tech

ears none,” Wicks stated after she introduced the
bill. “It’s time they start paying market value for the
journalism they are aggregating at no cost from local
media.”

To help navigate the state’s landmark $20
million Civic Media Program, GO-Biz created
an Advisory Board consisting of a nine-member
panel. The advisory board holds public meetings
throughout the year to provide recommendations to
GO-Biz on the program’s approach and guidelines
of the program. Meetings will be noticed on the
Civic Media Program webpage.

GO-Biz appointed news industry leaders and
journalistic advocates with knowledge of fact-
seeking, verification, objective journalism, and
the persistent watchdog oversight of the world’s
fourth-largest economy to the Civic Media Program
Advisory Board.

“An informed public is the foundation of a
healthy democracy,” stated Dee Dee Myers, Senior
Advisor to Gov. Gavin Newsom and Director of
GO-Biz.

“By bringing together distinguished leaders
from across the state who care deeply about
supporting local journalism, expanding access to
trusted information, and improving newsroom
sustainability, the Civic Media Program will help
Californians stay connected to the issues that shape

their lives and strengthen their communities,”
Myers added.

To ensure strict editorial freedom, GO-Biz
aﬁpointed the James B. McClatchy Foundation as
the third-party administrator for the state funds
following a thorough Request for Proposal (RFP)
process.

The nonprofit foundation is in charge of
designing overarchin% 1égrogram guidelines in
conjunction with GO-Biz, while the advisory
board independently processes and scores all grant
applications ahead of Enal awards.

“Through longstanding regional partnerships in
the Inland Empire and Silicon Valley, and statewide
collaboration = with  community  foundations
across California, were prepared to help ensure
this program reaches newsrooms where they are,
while fully protecting editorial independence
and honoring the Feadership of journalists,
publishers, and nonprofitnewsrooms who know
their communities best,” stated Priscilla Enriquez,
President and CEO of the James B. McClatchy
Foundation.

Wilson said b‘y setting up the fund to support
community news, “the Governor and the Legislature
are acknowledging that local journalism matters
and that community news organizations play a
vital role in informing residents, strengthening civic
engagement, and holding institutions accountable.”

This investment alone will not solve every
challenge facing the industry. But it is a meaningful
start, and we should continue building on it with
additional strategies and long-term solutions that
protect and” sustain local journalism for future
generations, said Wilson.




