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By Ricky Richardson
antrilg(u}:‘ing Writer

Los Angeles, CA- Parents are probably
wondering how the summer season went by so
fast. It seems like only yesterday that students were
singing “School is Out for the Summer.”

The excitement of another school year is
upon us. Children have returned to campus to
continue their educational journey.

Excitement was in the air as hundreds of
arents and their children attended the 21st Annual
ack2School Community Health Resource Fair,
resented by Special Needs Network, Inc. and

Iéouncilwoman eather Hutt (CD-10). This highly
anticipated event was held at the Michelle and
Barack Obama Sports Complex, 5001 W. Obama
Boulevard (former Rodeo Road).

This free event helped families prepare
for the new school year by connecting them with
supportive community resources and engaging,
family-friendly activities.

oday’s festivities were organized by
Areva Martin, Civil Rights Attorney and Child
Advocate and partnersﬁip with Special Needs
Network, Inc. Areva is Founder and President of
Special Needs Network, Inc. (SNN), a nonprofit
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Back2School Community Health

Resource Fair - Learning &
Empowerment for Children and Famiilies

grassroots organization, and played a pivotal role in
organizing the event. Special Needs Network Inc.
focuses on advocating for the rights of underserved
and marginalized communities, recognizing the
intersectionality of individuals with ~ disabilities
in the broader context of civil rights and racial
justice. This event was about celebrating learning,
empowerment, and community unity.

I was fortunate to attend this year’s iteration
of the Back2School Community Health Resource
Fair, which offered a variety of supportive services
and activities aimed at enhancing the well-being of
attendees.

Laughter permeated throughout the

rounds of the event. It does my heart good to see

%he smiles of kids and their parents strolﬁng around

the park. Everyone was able to access the necessary

tools and supportive resources for students to start

their academic and educational journey right with
confidence.

The program for the day consisted of free
backpacks, school supplies, face painting, arts and
crafts, bounce house, gealth and dental screenings,
free snacks and lots of water on this hot day, free
fresh fruits and vegetables, haircuts, manicures and
other beauty salon treatments for the young ladies,

Areva Martin, founder & President, SNN, City Councilwoman

Assemblyman Isaac G. Bryan, California State Assembly District 55 (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

7th Annual Leimert Park Jazz

By Ricky Richardson
C{ntribkizing Writer

Los Angeles, CA- The month of August will
be written in the jazz history books with a couple of
notations. The entry will include the postponement
of two jazz festivals. One of the festivals has been
produced for over three decades. The other festival
was making a debut with a magnificent showcase of
jazz, Latin Jazz, and Caribbean music throughout

os Angeles.

’m a person who has finally processed all of
this. 'm a person who sees this as the glass half full,
a Blessin% in disguise, or as a silver lining. Yes, ladies
and gentlemen, boys and gitls, this has brought
gﬁeater awareness and apEreciation of the vibrant,
thriving jazz scene in the “City of Angels.”

gljhe Leimert Park Jazz Festival, a celebration

of jazz, communit{, and culture, proves the
popularil% of jazz in Los Angeles and beyond.

is will mark the 7th Annual Leimert Park

Jazz Festival, which is Executive Produced by Diane

Robertson, in association with The World Stage.

Thousands of jazz aficionados, art patrons, and

foodies gather each year to enjoy the sounds of jazz,

art, and a variety of food options in the heart of the

African American community.
You are in for an unforgettable time while

relaxingand dancin%to musicof an intergenerational
lineup of artists, D] sets between performances,
Visual Arts Pavilion, Kid’s Zone witlg fun, family-
friendly hands-on activities, food court, wine and
beer lounge, Community Resources Zone, Leimert
Park Jazz Festival Merch Booth, and Music Artists
Merch Booth. These are the ingredients for a great
day in Leimert Park Village.

This year’s iteration of the Leimert Park
Jazz Festival is {leld on Saturday, August 29, 2026,
at Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza (Rooftop Parking
Deck), 3650 W. Martin Luther King Jr. %lvd, Los
Angeles, CA. 90008.

Rhonda Hamilton and José Rizo, KJAZZ,
88.1FM, return to host the 7th Annual Leimert
Park Jazz Festival.

This year’s headliner is José James, celebrating
100 years of Coltrane. José James reimagines the
genius of jazz’s spirit father with an electriéing new
tribute. Facing East is a soul-stirring homage to the
legendary saxophonist, John Coltrane.
Pianist, composer, and cultural steward
Bobby West is a living legend and central figure
in the Los Angeles jazz Continuum. His artistry
is deeply rooted in the legacy of Central Avenue
and Leimert Park, where he emerged as part of the
lineage shaped by the visionary influence of Horace

Heather Hutt (District 10), and

free food and entertainment. Interactive, engaging
games consisted of soccer and baseball techniques.

Assemblyman Isaac G. Bryan (California
Assembly District 55) and Los  Angeles City
Councilwoman Heather Hutt (District 10) were
a couple of distinﬁuished uests in attendance to
show support for this fantabulous event!

Derrius served as emcee, providing
important announcements and facilitating the
abﬁ)ity for guests to walk away with some amazing
door prizes. D] Honey was on deck providing an
eclectic soundtrack to enhance the festivities.

Chanel N. Grant, Autism Mom, Advocate,
Author, MBA & M. ED, Founder of M.O.D.Y.
Manifesto, was on site for a book reading. Ms.
Grant is the author of Michael Goes to School,
Carla’s Brilliant Brain, and James Finds His Voice.

The crowd and I were treated to the soulful
sounds of The D Four. This tight band is making
a name for themselves in Southern California
and beyond. They wowed an international crowd
of soccer fans during a stellar performance at the
historic Union Station for the FIFA World Cup Fan
Zone or Fan Fest.

“The success of the Back2School
Community Health Resource Fair served as a
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beacon of hope, bringing together and creatin,
opportunities }f)or all. Tt showcased the strength o
community collaboration and underscore§ the
importance of early intervention for equity and
empowerment. This annual gathering continues to
be a source of inspiration, reminding everyone that
ositive change is possible when communities unite
or a common purpose.” (Source: Special Needs
Network, Inc.)

Special Needs Network Inc. (SNN) is a
nonprofit grassroots organization responding to the
crisis of autism and other developmental disabilities
in underserved communities. SNN recognizes the
intersectionality of individuals with disabilities and
that their fight for disability rights is inextricably
tied to the f?ght for racial justice and civil rights of
all people.

Please feel free to reach out to Special
Needs Network, Inc. if you or someone you know
might be interested in more information ‘about the
organization and the wonderful services that the
provide. You can also reach out and connect wit
the Special Needs Network, Inc. on Facebook and
Instagram to find out about upcoming events.
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Festival Returns to the Village

7TH ANNUAL

FZZ

Tapscott.
Celebrating the Life and Music of Ryan
Porter, West Coast Get Down is the acclaimed,
groundbreakin% Los Angeles Collective whose
genre-defying blend of jazz, funk, soul, hip-hop
and fusion helped redefine modern jazz for a new
eneration. This special performance honors the
ife and legacy of trombonist, composer, and Los
Angeles native Ryan Porter (1979-2026).
Afro-Cuban percussionist, educator, and
cultural ambassador, Melena brings the rhythms
and traditions of Cuba to the festival. Through her
artistry and scholarship, she preserves and celebrates
the rich tradition of Afro-Cuban music while
bringing its energy to contemporary audiences.
Kenneth Brown II has already performed
alongside some of today’s most accomp iS%Cd artists
while developing a distinctive voice rooted in jazz
tradition and contemporary Black music. Kenneth
is blazing a distinct path as an exciting young artist.
Pullum Center Youth Jazz Band is a legendary
cultural institute in Leimert Park. Fernando Pullum
has mentored and inspired generations of youn
musicians throughout Los Angeles, helping launc
artistic careers wghile preserving the traditions and
values of jazz.

Special Needs Network Resource Booth (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

SATURDAYM

AUG 295 .

11:30 AM - 8:30 PM

y Rhondo Hamilten and José Rize of Klaz=z 848.1
with Dls Novena Carmel and Francesca Harding of KCRW

Details + FREE General Admission
Registration and VIP Tickets:
www leimertparkjazzfestival.org

Media Partners
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Leimert Park Jazz Festival flyer, Courtesy Photo
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DODGER Skipper Dave Roberts speaks at the Harold and Carole Pump Foundation dinner

Magic Jobnson at Pump dinner

Harold and Carole Pump Foundation Delivers
an ‘Awesome Night' of Giving and Inspiration

By Earl Heath
ontributing Sports Writer

The Harold and Carole Pump Foundation
brought together sports stars, entertainers,
community leaders and major contributors for
an inspiring evening at the Beverly Hills Hilton,
raising awareness and support in the ongoing fight
against cancer.

The foundation’s mission is to raise funds and
awareness for the treatment and cure of cancer.
Through partnerships with the community, sports
leaders and others touched by the disease, the
organization supports cancer treatments, programs,
services and advanced medical technologies.

A Legacy of Giving

Magic J):)hnson helped set the tone for the
evening, emphasizing the importance of service and

egacy.

& X\When you bless others, thats when you're
doing something. Thats gonna be a part of your
legacy,” Johnson said while introducing Harold and
Carofe Pump Foundation co-founders Dana and
David Pump.

The brothers have built the foundation in
honor of their parents, Harold and Carole Pump.
Harold courageously battled cancer before his
f)assing in 200%, while Carole died in 2012. Their
ives and legacy inspired Dana and David to dedicate

I

Chargers Fall to 49ers,
,. -

themselves to helping others affected by cancer.
Working with™ the Northridge Hospital
Foundation, the Pump brothers have helped raise
more than $13.5 million to support the Carole
Pump Womens Center, the I—Farold & Carole

Pump Department of Radiation OnCOIOﬁ, the
Pu(rin Family Infusion Center and the Thomas
an

orothy Leavey Cancer Center at Northridge
Hospital Medical Center, along with other nonproi%t
community organizations.

Humanitarian Award Honors Gilbert and

Rowle

Tﬁis ear’s Humanitarian Award recognized
Dennis Gilbert and Nick Rowley for  their
commitment to giving back.

“Dennis Gilbert and Nick Rowley have
dedicated their lives to lifting others up, and we’re
proud to honor them with this year’s Humanitarian
Award,” Dana Pump said. “Their generosity and
commitment to making a difference reflect the spirit
of our foundation and the legacy of our parents.”

Gilbert’s philanthropic work includes serving as
founder and chairman of the Professional Baseball
Scouts Foundation, which has raised millions of
dollars for financially vulnerable scouts and their
families. He also financed the development of a
baseball field at Southwest Community College and
has served on Major League Baseball committees

Los Angeles Chargers QB Trey Lance In Jeopardy of Becoming Fven Bigger Draft Bust

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

The Los Angeles Chargers struggled in all
three phases Thursday night, falling 41-17 to the

San Francisco 49ers in a preseason matchup that
exposed costly mistakes on offense, defense and
special teams. The Chargers managed just eight first
downs and punted eight times. Their most explosive

involving salary arbitration and player diversity.

Gilbert has been a special assistant to the
chairman of the Chicago ite Sox since 2002. He
was recently named commissioner of Perfect Game
and founded the Believe in Baseball Foundation to
st;pport under}l))rivileged
life insurance business,
agent from 1979 to 2000.

Stars Share Personal Connections

The evening also featured heartfelt reflections
from entertainers and sports figures who spoke
about the importance of using their platforms to
help others.

Former Lifetime Achievement Award winner
Anthony Anderson shared a deeply personal
connection to the foundation’s mission.

“We’re supposed to use our platforms to better
our community and better ourselves,” Anderson
said. “You guys don’t know this about me, but I've
lost my biological father and four of his siblings
to cancer all within three to five years, so your
foundation means a lot to me because I believe in
what you're doing — raising money and raising
awareness.

Denzel Washington also praised the Pump
brothers for their longstanding commitment to
helping others.

«
ese two men have done more for more

ayers. Before entering the
ilbert worked as a sports

play came from Jacob Cowing, who returned a punt
83 yards for a touchdown, helping the 49ers turn a
frustrating night into a convincing victory.“We got
outplayed and we beat ourselves in all three phases,”
Chargers coach Jim Harbaugh said. “We have a
lot of things to work on.”Los Angeles, now 1-1
in the preseason, briefly made a push in the third
quarter, cutting the deficit to 20-9. Junior Colson
intercepted a pass from San Francisco quarterback
Adrian Martinez and returned it 16 yards for a
touchdown. Cameron Dicker’s extra-point attempt
went wide left, however.Dicker later connected on
a 21-yard field goal for the Chargers’ first offensive
points of the game.Herbert Gets Brief Look

Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert played
the opening series in his first preseason appearance.
He completed one of two passes, connecting with
Charlie Kolar for a 9-yard gain before Los Angeles
went three-and-out.

The bulk of the quarterback duties then fell
to Trey Lance. The former 49ers first-round pick
completed 10 of 16 passes for 73 yards.

Late in the game, Jerand Bradley caught a 28-
yard touchdown pass from D] Uiagalelei. Evan
Svoboda then connected with the Chargers’ defense
on a 2-point conversion attempt, completing the
scoring for Los Angeles.

Penalties Add to Chargers’ Problems

DPenalties proved especially costly for Los
Angeles. The Chargers were flagged seven times,
with four penalties coming on offense.

Early in the second quarter, a 21-yard
completion from Lance to Keaton Mitchell was

eople while asking for less credit than anyone I

now,” Washington said. “They have been very kind
to me, to my family, to my children. I love them like
they’re my brothers from another mother.”

The star-studded gathering included Dodgers
manager Dave Roberts and players Mookie Betts,
Kiké %—Iernéndez, Teoscar Hernandez, Andy Pages,
Miguel Rojas and Will Smith.

Guests also participated in silent and live
auctions featuring sports memorabilia, luxury travel
experiences, VIP tickets to major events and other
exclusive items.

A Legacy That Continues

Roberts” accepted the Lifetime Achievement
Award on behalf of the Dodgers and reflected on
the longevity of the Pump brothers’ work.

“\éhat David and Dana Pump have done, this
legacy doesn’t happen in five, 10 or 15 years. They
have the same entEusiasm and motivation 26 years
later,” Roberts said.

For the Harold and Carole Pump Foundation,
that enduring commitment remains central to its
mission: turning fpersonal loss into hope, resources
and opportunity for people and families affected by
cancer.

41-17 in Preseason Loss

erased by an illegal-formation penalty. An 18-yard
pass to Oronde Gadsden was later negated by an
illegal-shift call.

A 5-yard Lance run was also wiped out by an
illegal-formation penalty, while a Kimani Vidal run
was called back because of another illegal shift.

Those mental mistakes contributed to the
Chargers’ inability to sustain drives.

Linebacker Competition Continues

The Chargers’ inside linebacker competition
remains one of the areas to watch as the preseason
winds down.

Daiyan Henley, Denzel Perryman and Troy
Dye have emerged as the primary trio, leaving
Junior Colson and Marlowe Wax competing for
another roster spot.

Wax has continued to impress the coaching
staff with his intensity and effort, the same qualities
that helped him make the roster as an undrafted free
agent last season.

Colson, meanwhile, is working his way back
and will need to demonstrate his potential as an
athletic linebacker capable of contributing in
coverage. His performance against the Rams could
be important as the Chargers make their final roster
evaluations.

Injury Adds to Concerns

Chargers left tackle Branson Taylor suffered an
injury during the second quarter and did not return.

‘The Chargers will close the preseason against
the Los Angeles Rams at SoFi Stadium. The 49ers
will travel to Las Vegas next Thursday for their final
preseason game.

Dodgers Get Hot, Ride

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

The Los Angeles Dodgers caught fire this
week, winning six consecutive games — tied for
their longest winning streak of the season — before
Atlanta ended the run with a 4-3 victory at Truist
Park.The streak began with a three-game sweep
of the Colorado I%ockies, with several Dodgers
delivering standout performances along the way.
Ohtani, Muncy Lead the Way

Shohei Oﬁtani continued to make an impact
at the plate, hitting three home runs and drivin
in five runs during the week while posting a 1.06§
OPS. He also homered in a 7-6 Dodgers victory.

Max Muncy was another major contributor,
belting two home runs and driving in seven runs
while posting a 1.312 OPS during the stretch.

n the mound, Tarik Skubal recorded 11
strikeouts in his first victory with the Dodgers.

The series finale against Colorado provided
another dramatic finish. §4ookie Betts homered and
capﬁed a three-hit performance with an RBI single
in the 10th inning, giving Los Angeles a 6-4 victory
and completing the sweep.

Kike Herndndez an homered, while Kyle
Tucker collected two hits as the Dodgers continued
their surge.

Braves End the Streak

Atlanta finally stopped the Dodgers’ winning

streak with a 4-3 victory.

The Braves jumped out to a 3-0 lead against
Tyler Glasnow, who was making his first major
league start in 3% months. Glasnow settled down
after the early trouble, allowing only two additional
hits over his five-inning outing.

The right-hander struck out seven, walked
none and threw 89 pitches.

Atlanta’s decisive run came in the eighth
inning. Matt Olson led off with a double against
Dodgers reliever Tanner Scott. Mauricio Dubén
moved Olson to third on a broken-bat grounder,
and Michael Harris II was unable to bring him
home with a weak grounder back to the mound.

Ozzie Albies tﬁen delivered the game-winning
hit, lining a ball to center field.

Ohtani Nearly Sparks a Comeback

‘The Dodgers had one final opportunity in the
ninth.

Ohtani opened the inning by tripling off the
left-field wall against Raisel Iglesias, but Los Angeles
could not bring him home.glglesias closed out the
game for his 28th save in 31 op(i)ortunities.

Despite the loss, the Dodgers’ six-game run
showed signs of an offense finding its thythm, with
Ohtani, Muncy, Betts and others providing timely
power and production.

e challenge now is maintaining that
momentum as the Dodgers continue their push
through the season.

ix-Game Winning Streak

Photo: Ross Turteltaub / Getty Images Sport / Getty Images
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Local Control In Sight, But Questions Linger

By Marion Apio
ontributing Writer | California Local News Fellow

As the Inglewood "Unified School District
(IUSD) opened its doors for the 2026-27 school
year on Monday, August 17, district leadership
stood on the threshold of a historic turning point.
Backed by all 153 standards met on its latest
Financial Crisis and Management Assistance Team
(FCMAT) review and a 95% first-day attendance
rate, the district is within arm’s reach of returning
to local governance after nearly 14 years under state
receiversii .

As é)ounty Administrator James Morris
explained in an exclusive interview with the Los
Angeles News Observer, exiting receivership requires
maintaining these operational systems through a
final FCM%T review in January 2027 before the
elected Board of Education regains voting authority.

Beneath the optimism %ie enduring hurdles,
including steep historical enrollment declines
from roughly 18,000 students in 2000 down to
approximately 6,000 this school year, ongoin
staffing vacancies in special education, ~an
community anxieties regarding immigration

INGLEWC

205

FIATT

i

enforcement.

Where IUSD Stands: 14 Years of Receivership
Nears Its Final Review

Placed into state receivership in 2012 after
tumbling into severe financial distress that
necessitated a state emergency loan, IUSD lost its
locally elected school board’s voting authority, with
state-appointed administrators holding decision-
making power. In the districts latest FCMAT
assessment, IUSD successfully met all 153 standards
across financial management, facilities, personnel,
pupil achievement, and community relations.

Morris explained that the FCMAT review team
will return ing‘gnuary 2027 to verify that systems—
such as monthly utilig bill monitoring committees
and periodic HVAC maintenance checklists—

\

A photo of Inglewood High School under
construction. (Photo by Marion Apio)

remain firmly entrenched. Upon successful review,
the district will officially exit receivership.

“Absolutely nothing is going to derail that
timeline. It is going to happen. Last year, when
FCMAT did their review, they saw that we had
systems in place to meet each of the standards. We
just have to make sure we maintain those systems.”
}ames Morris

Why the District Changed Dramatically:
Enrollment and Facility Overhauls

Behind the district’s capital momentum lies a
stark demographic shift, with enrollment dropping
from roughly 18,000 students to around 6‘?800
forcing paintul administrative decisions regarding
school closures and consolidations, including the
merging of Worthington School and Woodworth-
Monroe, and the shuttering of specific middle and
elementary sites.

“We can’t continue to operate all of these
schools. Why? Because there’s costs associated, and
every single one of our schools in Inglewood in
2023 had more than 50% capacity available.” James
Morris

To win back family confidence, IUSD has
instituted aggressive academic reforms, including
phonics-based  elementary reading  curricula,
modernized math programs, mandatory training
institutes for teachers and principals, and formative
assessments every six to eight weeks.

To measure academic progress alongside these
curricular shifts, recent district assessments indicate
incremental gains: elementary reading groﬁciency
on formative%)enchmarks has risen by 4% over the
past year, while middle school math scores show
steady upward trends following the implementation
of targeted intervention blocis. However, district
officials acknowledge that overall proficiency
rates remain below pre-receivership benchmarks,

signaling that closing the achievement gap will
require sustained multi-year effort.

Infrastructure has undergone an equally
dramatic transformation. When Morris arrived in
January 2023, he encountered severe deterioration,
including a high school stair skid guard held on by
duct tape and an emergency school closure caused
by a ruptured gas main.

Utilizing voter-approved bonds from Measure I
(roughly $230 million to $235 million), the historic
1924 Inglewood High School campus at Manchester
Boulevard and Grevillea Avenue is currently 90%
demolished and being completely rebuilt. Students
currently share the Morningside campus under the
banner “Inglewood High School United” until the

James Morri.z}poses Jor a photo with sullﬁ at the
Inglewood United™ School District Premises.

(Photo by Marion Apio)

new facility opens for the 2028-29 school year,
featuring a planned pedestrian bridge connecting
directly to the City of Inglewoods $50 million
refurbishment of the Inglewood Public Library.

Furthermore, IUSD is placing Measure MM on
the November 3 ballot to fund ongoing district-wide
modernization—costing taxpayers approximately
$18.50 per $100,000 of assessed property value
annually—while celebrating three consecutive
bond rating upgrades that lower taxpayer borrowing
costs. On the og)erational front, Morris noted that
while recent 10% competitive salary increases have
bolstered staff retention, vacancies remain persistent
in specialized areas such as special education, where
substitute teachers continue to fill critical classroom
roles.

What Happens Next: Returning to Local
Control and Rebuilding Trust

As the district counts down to the final
FCMAT review in January 2027, Morris outlined
the profound shift that local control will restore:

the elected five-member Board of Education will
regain its full voting authority and hire a permanent
superintendent, ending years of appointed state
oversight and returning ultimate decision—makin%
power, policy oversight, and budget approva
directly to the community’s elected representatives.

Addressing community anxieties surrounding
shifting  demographics = and  immigration
enforcement, Morris highlighted a notable dip in the
district’s newcomer student population (stu(fents in
the country for three years or less), which dropped
from rou I}llly 400 annually down to 200 last year.
To ease f%ars among mixed-status families, IUSD
has implemented robust campus privacy protocols
based on state model policies, backed ﬁy a direct
message from leadership:

“We don't collect any documentation about
citizenship. We don’t collect any of that information.
We don’t have access to that information. We don’t
want that information. We want your children. We
want them in school, and we want to give them the
best education that we possibly can.” ]games Morris

Through dedicated web resources and
partnerships with community organizations and
the Inglewood Educational Foundation, IUSD also
provifes basic necessities such as clothing, shoes,
and backpacks via community closets established
across seven grant-funded community schools.

As TUSD stands on the threshold of its final
FCMAT review in January 2027, the districts
return to local governance after nearly 14 years
under receivership represents a historic milestone.
Maintaining the rigorous operational systems
that secured this progress will be the defining
final step in restoring %ull voting authority to the
elected Board of Education and returning ultimate
decision-making power directly to the Inglewood
community.

R

’f‘ % FCMAT Seore Summary

James Morris shows the FCMAT Score Chat
jum;nary at IUSD Premises. (Photo by Marion
lpio

The Vision Theatre Performing Arts
Center Reopened in South L.A.

By Ricky Richardson
CZ)ntributing Writer
Los Angeles, CA- The skies over South
L.A. shone brightly on a recent evening. Los
Angeles Mayor  Karen Bass, Councilmember
Heather Hutt (District 10), and Daniel Tarica, Los
Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs General
Manager, were joined by a full house of community
stakeholders for the  ribbon-cutting for the
reopening of the Vision Theatre Performing Arts
Center (H{SPAC). This monumental occasion was
held on Thursday, August 20, 2026.

Originally opened in 1931, this cultural gem
has served as a cultural and community gatherin
place. Today’s event helped usher in ‘a surge o
artistic, cultural, and creative energy to the iconic
theatre with a storybook history of arts in Leimert

Park Village.

%Keopening of the landmark theatre has
been a long time comingl—-—the city of Los Angeles
egan renovations in 2011. Its expected to pump
new life and money into Leimert Park Village, an
area known as the glack cultural arts center of Los

Angeles and home to dozens of small businesses.
diverse group of artists, performers,
cultural organizations, Leimert Park ‘merchants,

and community members were in attendance for

[ .

the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
I have always stated that events in South

L.A. arent complete without a performance b
S.HIN.E Mawusi. They performed an African
Procession and Call to Gather in the lobby as guests
arrived for the program.

Welcome remarks were presented by Daniel
Tarica, Department of Cultural Affairs "General
Manager, Mayor Karen Bass, and Councilmember
Heather Hutt (District 10). This was followed by
the official Cutting of the Ribbon.

e celebration marked the reopening
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Spirit Chorale Singing (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

of the 729-seat Vision Theatre Performing Arts
Center following a nearly $40 million restoration
and renovation” that combines the preservation
of the theatre’s historic Art Deco “architecture
with state-of-the-art upgrades. The event will also
feature performances by prominent local artists and
arts organizations and a_screening of the Oscar®-
winning animated short film Hair Love by Matthew
A. Cherry.

Additional remarks were delivered by
Director Nicki Genovese and Yvonne Farrow, Co-
Director, VISPAC. Next up was the Readingbof
the Land Acknowledgement and Immigrant Labor
Contribution.

Dr. Maulana Karenga performed the Pouring
of Libation to Ancestors, followed by Invocation
and Blessing b& Pastor, Reverend Lisa Meggs, Los
Angeles Third Church of Spiritual Living.

This event highlights the Vision Theatre’s
new partnershiip between the City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs "and Where Art
Can Occur (WACO), Theater Center, co-founded
by Richard Lawson and Tina Knowles. Shay
\%afer, Executive Director of WACO Theatre
Center, spoke of the group’s plans to offer a soft
opening of programming in a couple of months.

’ACO Theater Center will support community
activations, community ~productions, _theater

rentals, arts education, and a wide variety of cultural

Karen A. Clark (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

Mayor Karen Bass, Daniel Tarica, DCA General
Manager, and Councilmember Heather Hutt

(Photo by Ricky Richardson)

programming!!!

e crowd and I were thoroughly entertained
by the captivating performances by Spirit Chorale
Singing, Lula Washington Dance Theater, Karen A.
Clark, %{obey Theater Company, and closed out the
program on a rousing musical note consisting of the
talented Fernando Pullum Community Orchestra.

is is a small sample of the highly anticipated
]érogramming at the Vision Theatre Performing Arts
enter.

The Vision Theatre is a large neighborhood
movie palace, a 1931 Spanish-style Art Deco wonder
that has retained its importance to the community
for ninety-five years. It opened as the Leimert
Theatre on April 21, 1932, and was operated by
Fox West Coast Theaters. Designed in the classic
Southern California streamlined Spanish Colonial
style, the tall steel frame on top of the lower stucco-
clad tower orisfrinally had the theater’s name on it,
serving as a cultural landmark for the area.

The theater was purchased by the Jehovah’s
Witnesses in 1977 and renamed the Watchtower.
Actress Marla Gibbs purchased the theater in 1990
and renamed it the Vision Theatre. The theater
fell on hard times in 1992 during the economic
recession, which hit this area of Los Angeles
especially. The bank foreclosed on the property
in 1997, and the City took it over in 1999. The
theater was later converted into a performin% arts
center offering programming in its upper and Tower
lobbies.

Re-branded the Vision Theatre Performing
Arts Center (VISPAC), DCA’s goals are to provide
a performing arts venue for local and professional
performing arts presentations and productions;
youth arts education and training center for youn.
talent reflective of the surrounding Leimert Par
and Baldwin Hills community; to produce and
present diverse world class theater, music, film, and

ance concert productions, in addition to providing
a homeplace for cultural forums and community
convenings.




