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Young Black Influencer 
Dies After Male 
Organ Enlargement 
Procedure Gone 
Wrong

 LOS ANGELES, 
CA — Igho “Tiny” 
Ubiribo, a British-
Nigerian in�uencer, has 
sadly passed away after 
a penis enlargement 
procedure in �ailand 
led to a fatal pulmonary 
embolism, according 
to a U.K. coroner. �e 
43-year-old businessman 
underwent the cosmetic 
treatment while on a luxury trip with his wife, 
Danielle Simba Allen, in March. Doctors later 
found that material from the procedure had 
reached his lungs, causing a blockage that proved 
fatal.

According to TMZ, 40 milliliters of 
hyaluronic acid and lidocaine were injected into 
Ubiribo’s penis at an unnamed �ai clinic. He was 
staying with his wife at a Marriott hotel in Bangkok 
when he underwent the procedure. Afterward, the 
couple went for a massage, but he soon began 
experiencing chest pain and passed out twice.

An ambulance took him to Sukhumvit 
Hospital, where he initially remained conscious 
enough to answer questions. Allen told doctors 
about the injections, giving them important 
information about the cosmetic procedure he 
had received. However, his condition quickly 
worsened. He lost consciousness before doctors 
could carry out a recommended CT scan.

Medical sta� determined that he had su�ered 
a pulmonary embolism, which occurs when a 
blood vessel in the lungs becomes blocked. He was 
moved to intensive care as doctors worked to save 
him. Medics performed CPR for more than 100 
minutes, but they could not revive him. He died in 
the early hours of March 6.

A postmortem examination in the U.K. 
later found cellular material in his lungs that 
matched the hyaluronic acid used in the penile 
�ller procedure. Coroner Jean Harkin concluded 
that the cosmetic treatment caused the pulmonary 
embolism that led to his death. �e case has also 
highlighted the serious risks linked to injectable 
penis �llers. Hyaluronic acid treatments can cost as 
much as $9,000 and generally last between six and 
nine months, while British urology experts have 
warned that complications can be severe.

Before his death, Ubiribo had built a large 
following on Instagram, with about 185,000 
followers, and was known for documenting a 
lavish lifestyle. He owned a home in Los Angeles’ 
Crenshaw neighborhood valued at about $1.1 
million and a London apartment worth around 
$600,000. He and Allen, a fashion designer and 
socialite, married in Zimbabwe in 2022 in a 
ceremony reportedly costing $473,000. After his 
death, he was buried in London in a gold co�n 
reportedly worth more than $745,000. Nigerian 
music star Davido and Celebrity Barman Cubana 
Chief Priest were among those who attended the 
funeral.

Black Man Gets 
22 Years in Prison for 
Self Defense Shooting 
During Armed 
Home 
Invasion

G A I N E S V I L L E , 
FL — Dovico Raynard 
Miles, a Black man from 
Gainesville, Florida, 
who fought back during 
a violent 2022 home 
invasion, was sentenced 
to more than 22 years in 
federal prison after the 
case shifted to drug and weapons charges.

Miles, 47, was at home with his niece, 
D’Halani Armstrong, when the break-in happened 
on July 19, 2022. Court records say two men forced 
their way inside, searching for  drugs, money, and 
jewelry. A struggle broke out, and Miles managed 
to wrestle a gun away from one of the intruders as 
shots were �red from both sides.

Amid the gun�re, Armstrong was fatally shot. 
Both intruders, Jason Ward and Alderious White, 
also su�ered gunshot wounds. Investigators later 
con�rmed that the �rearm Miles used during the 
exchange belonged to one of the men who broke 
into the home.

Authorities said that after the shooting, 
Miles hid drugs and �rearms in the backyard. 
According to a federal release, o�cers later 
recovered about 1,000 grams of cocaine, more 
than 70 grams of cocaine base, over 1,400 grams 
of methamphetamine, marijuana, several �rearms, 
and $10,000 in cash.

Miles was already on federal supervised 
release tied to a 2008 drug conviction. Prosecutors 
charged him with new drug and weapons o�enses, 
along with violating the terms of his release. He 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 20 years for 
the new charges, plus an additional two and a half 
years for the violation.

Local charges involving �rearm possession and 
evidence tampering were later dropped. However, a 
separate Department of Justice case moved forward 
and resulted in the �nal sentence. Gainesville Police 
Chief Nelson Moya said authorities maintain “zero 
tolerance for violent crime” and remain focused on 
removing guns and drugs from the community.

�e others involved in the home invasion 
have also been sentenced. Ward received 30 years 
in prison in October 2023. White was sentenced to 
50 years in October 2025. Patrick Owen Watson, 
identi�ed as the organizer, received a life sentence 
in December 2025. Tiara Luckie, who served as 
the getaway driver, pleaded no contest and was 
sentenced to 15 years of probation.

 Igho “Tiny” Ubiribo

Dovico Raynard Miles

California State Sen. Lola Smallwood-Cuevas (D-Los Angeles) authored Senate Bill 1030, legislation 
designed to repeal California’s outdated “Man in the House” rule a�ecting CalWORKs eligibility. �e 
bill passed the California Legislature and was sent to Gov. Gavin Newsom for consideration. (CBM 
photo by Antonio Ray Harvey)

By Antonio Ray Harvey
California Black Media

A California rule requiring an unrelated adult 
man living with a family receiving welfare bene�ts 
to contribute �nancially to the household could be 
repealed if Gov. Gavin Newsom signs Senate Bill 
(SB) 1030 into law.

Authored by Sen. Lola Smallwood-Cuevas 
(D-Los Angeles), SB 1030 would eliminate the 
California Work Opportunity and Responsibility 
to Kids (CalWORKs) “Unrelated Adult Male,” or 
UAM, rule. Smallwood-Cuevas called the policy 
“outdated and actively harmful,” saying it relies on 
mid-20th-century gender stereotypes and subjects 
families to intrusive surveillance.

�e Assembly approved the bill 77-0 on Aug. 
19, followed by a 40-0 Senate concurrence vote �ve 
days later. Newsom has until Sept. 30 to sign or veto 
the measure.

“�is is a law that helped divide our families. 
�is is a rule that separated us from our mothers, 
fathers, and restricted men’s access to their families 
mainly because of the discriminatory practices 
of public housing systems back in the 1960s and 
1970s,” said Smallwood-Cuevas, a member of the 
California Legislative Black Caucus (CLBC).

Under Section 11351.5 of the California 
Welfare and Institutions Code, an unrelated adult 
man living with a family applying for or receiving 
CalWORKs must make a �nancial contribution 
based on his income and expenses. He and the 
mother must disclose their household expense-
sharing arrangement under penalty of perjury. 
Bene�ts may be discontinued if either person 
knowingly refuses to cooperate.

SB 1030 would repeal those requirements 
beginning July 1, 2027, or later if the state’s welfare 
computer system is not ready to implement the 
change.

Smallwood-Cuevas, a veteran journalist 
who has written about families relying on public 
assistance, said the law should be modernized as 
low-income households confront rising housing 
and food costs and broader economic uncertainty.

“We wanted to take that law o� the books that 
limited men from being in the home with their 
families. We recognize Donald Trump is in the 
White House, and he will use all of the racist tools 
of the past to discriminate and surveil,” Smallwood-
Cuevas told California Black Media (CBM).

Smallwood-Cuevas also told the Assembly 
Human Services Committee that SB 1030 was 
a priority of the California Legislative Women’s 
Caucus.

“Historically, the man in the house rule was 
disproportionately applied to Black women, women 
of color, re�ecting a broader racialized system of 
surveillance and negative stereotypes and narratives. 
We know that was embedded in some of our early 
welfare policies,” Smallwood-Cuevas said.

“California must act to modernize this 
provision. Our families are already carrying the 
weight of rising rent, grocery costs, economic 
uncertainty, and the last thing California should 
do is make it harder for mothers to put food on 
the table and a roof over their families’ heads,” she 
added.

“Man-in-the-house” policies emerged from 

state welfare programs during the early and mid-
20th century. �ey were later applied under Aid 
to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), a 
federal assistance program established by the Social 
Security Act of 1935.

For decades, some state welfare agencies denied 
assistance to low-income families if an able-bodied 
man lived in or regularly visited the home, treating 
him as a substitute father regardless of whether 
he was legally or �nancially responsible for the 
children.

�e U.S. Supreme Court addressed the practice 
in King v. Smith (1968). Alabama terminated AFDC 
bene�ts for a mother and her four children because 
a man who was not the children’s father visited her 
on weekends. In 1968, the court unanimously ruled 
that Alabama could not treat him as a parent because 
he had no legal duty to support the children.

California later enacted Section 11351.5, 
replacing the outright denial of bene�ts with a cost-
sharing requirement for unrelated adult men living 
in CalWORKs households.

Smallwood-Cuevas compared the rule’s e�ect 
on Black families to the welfare policies depicted in 
the 1974 �lm “Claudine”, starring Diahann Carroll 
and James Earl Jones.

“Remember the �lm Claudine that was about 
the way Black families, male and female relationships 
that could not be cultivated because of this law,” 
Smallwood-Cuevas said. “We understand in this 
environment with unemployment rates, shutting 

down of industries that employ, particularly men 
in our communities, that sometimes men can’t 
contribute �nancially, but that doesn’t mean 
they don’t contribute to our families. �ese laws 
shouldn’t divide and separate our families, and this 
is what this rule has done for so many years.”

Rebecca Gonzales, senior policy advocate at 
the Western Center on Law and Poverty, told the 
Assembly Human Services Committee that such 
policies were used “to police the households of 
particularly Black women.”

�e Western Center is co-sponsored SB 1030 
as part of the Reimagine CalWORKs Coalition, 
which advocates for making the program more 
supportive of families and less punitive.

“�e man of the house law is an outdated, 
misogynistic policy that incorporates racist and 
sexist assumptions about people who receive 
CalWORKs,” Gonzales said. “�is provision, which 
is not required by federal law, presumed cohabiting 
men were substitute parents, regardless of �nancial 
contribution, and this was deemed unconstitutional 
in King v. Smith and further restricted by Lewis v. 
Martin (1970).”

“It also stemmed from outdated social mores, 
which disapproved of a couple who cohabitated 
without being married,” Gonzales added. “We 
believe it is extremely important that California 
repeals outdated, unneeded laws that are based on 
racist and sexist presumptions of human behavior.”

Bill Repealing ‘Racist’ CalWORKs ‘Man - 
in - the - House’ Rule Clears Legislature

Bukola Olusanya, a nurse practitioner, provides 
street-level medical care to an unsheltered patient 
at the L.A. River. (Photo by Marion Apio)

Tanny and Benwell Hernandez receive medication 
from the street medicine team at their temporary 
shelter. (Photo by Marion Apio)

Mobile street medicine teams treat the immediate 
health needs of the unhoused, but barriers to care, 
trauma, stigma and housing costs can leave the 
underlying causes of homelessness unresolved. 

Marion Apio reported this story while participating 
in the USC Annenberg Center for Health Journalism’s 
2026 California Health Equity Fellowship.

By Marion Apio 
Contributing Writer/California Local News Fellow

By the time a street medicine team met Alfred 
Flores last June along the Los Angeles River , two 
spider bites on his back had swollen with infection,  
untreated for three days.

Divorced a year ago, the 53-year-old had been 
living along the riverbank for three years without 
a car or phone, making it di�cult to connect with 
housing programs or reach a doctor as the infected 
wounds worsened with redness, heat, pus and pain.

On her weekly outreach along the L.A. River, 
Bukola Olusanya—a nurse practitioner and a street 
medicine provider with St. John’s Community 
Health—examined Flores on-site and wrote a 
prescription for antibiotics. 

“My wound is infected,” Flores said in Spanish 
through an interpreter. “It is normal to be bitten by 
a spider in this area but I need help �nding a home.” 

Flores’s experience highlights the steep barriers 
to receiving housing support and providing medical 
care among people experiencing homelessness in 
Los Angeles. Many cannot access care because 

of physical or mental health conditions, or can’t 
connect to housing programs because they often 
lack a phone. 

Traditional health care systems often require 
patients to have transportation, identi�cation, a 
safe place to store medications and the ability to 
make follow-up appointments — barriers that can 
be di�cult to overcome for people surviving on the 
streets.

Street medicine helps people whatever their 
circumstances

Street medicine challenges the traditional 
notion that health care must begin inside a 
medical facility, extending services to those in non-
traditional settings and in urgent need. 

�ese teams shift the delivery model by bringing 
health care directly to patients on the streets, rather 
than waiting for them to seek treatment in hospitals 
or clinics. �ey provide critical care that can stabilize 
health conditions while helping patients connect 
with bene�ts, housing and other services.

Jessica Sanchez, director of the Street Medicine 
team at St. John’s Community Health, said the 
program receives about $500,000 annually from 
L.A. Care Health Plan, $365,000 from the Federal 
Health Resources and Services Administration and 
$100,000 from the Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health. �e team also bills Medi-Cal for 
eligible medical services, though not all patients are 
insured or eligible for reimbursement.

Sanchez said the program’s grants typically run 
for three to �ve years, providing funding stability. 

�e “street medicine initiative is not currently 
facing a funding threat,” she said. 

Since 2023, St. John’s Community Health—a 
network of non-pro�t, federally quali�ed health 
centers—has deployed a multidisciplinary street 
medicine unit in Los Angeles. �e mobile vans are 
sta�ed by a nurse practitioner, a medical assistant, 
a health bene�ts counselor, a community health 
worker, a behavioral health clinician, a substance 
abuse counselor and a driver. 

�e teams provides primary care, behavioral 
health, and bene�ts enrollment on the streets, 
reducing administrative hurdles to head o� medical 
emergencies and reach unsheltered patients.  

Primary care and connections are what street 
medicine can do best

�e teams work Monday through Friday and 
serve around 320 patients a month.” Might you 
have a sense of how many “unique” patients they 
serve a year? If not, no worries but I assume some 
are repeat clients.

�ey treat acute wounds, manage chronic 
conditions like diabetes and hypertension, conduct 
�eld blood draws, dispense medications, and 
connect patients to housing resources through 
the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority’s 
Coordinated Entry System. 

“�ree years ago when we had just started 
street medicine it was with one team and one 

Street Medicine Brings Care 
to Unhoused Angelenos
 — But Housing Remains the Missing Prescription

Continued on Page A2
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By Jennifer Porter Gore 
Black Press USA Wire

Black Americans are intensely aware of the 
connection between food and health but face 
economic and structural barriers that limit what 
they can actually put on the table, according to 
a new report from Word In Black’s Insights & 
Research Division.

�e report, At �e Table: Food & Health In 
Our Community, published September 3, �nds 
that Black Americans have major concerns about 
the nation’s food safety and their ability to access 
healthy food choices at prices they can a�ord.

Among the starkest �ndings: Six in 10 don’t 
trust that the food they buy in grocery stores is 
safe, and rising grocery prices are pushing families 
toward cheaper, less nutritious options.

“What we found is a community that knows 
exactly what it needs to eat well and simply cannot 
get there on the current terms,” said Christa 
Mahlobo, Ph.D., Insights & Research Director for 
Word In Black. Mahlobo is a research scientist who 
works independently from the newsroom.

When it comes to healthier eating, “�e barrier 
isn’t awareness,” Mahlobo says. “It’s price, proximity, 
and a food system that too often asks Black families 
to choose between what they can a�ord and what 
will keep them healthy.”

Price, food safety concerns
�e report draws �ndings from a survey of 

1,249 Black Americans conducted between April 
22 and June 8, 2026. Respondents were readers of 
Word In Black and 10 partner publishers, legendary 
Black news outlets operating nationwide. Roughly 
one-third of the respondents have postgraduate 
or professional degrees, and the largest group had 
annual incomes of $100,000 or more.

Respondents also want to see improvements in 
the nation’s food quality and availability, as well as 
better access to nutrition education. Roughly 3 out 
of 4 respondents said prices for healthy foods such 
as fresh fruits and vegetables need to be lowered.  
Forty-two percent of respondents want more 
grocery stores in their neighborhoods, while 38% 
want more nutrition education.

�e barrier isn’t awareness. It’s price, proximity, 
and a food system that too often asks Black families 
to choose between what they can a�ord and what 
will keep them healthy.

–Dr. Christa Mahlobo, Insights & Research 
Director, Word In Black

More than 60% of respondents reported 
concerns about the nation’s food safety, re�ecting 
a broader erosion of con�dence in the American 
food system. In July, a Quinnipiac University poll 
of likely voters found 55% of respondents have little 
or no con�dence in the government’s oversight of 
food safety. A KFF survey found that less than half 
of voters approve of the Trump administration’s 
handling of food policy.

�is comes as news headlines have been �lled 
with weekly reports of food recalls due to salmonella, 
E. coli, and the continued cyclospora outbreak that 
has killed two people and sickened more than 11, 
000.

KEY FINDINGS
Health vs. a�ordability
While many respondents did not report being 

Black Americans Have Doubts About the U.S. Food System

Alfred Flores receives wound care for an infected 
spider bite from Bukola Olusanya along the L.A. 
River. (Photo by Marion Apio)

Street Medicine Brings Care 
to Unhoused Angelenos
 — But Housing Remains the Missing Prescription
provider,” Olusanya said. “But with the increasing 
demand—especially after COVID—the team 
doubled everything.” 

Deploying two teams is not enough without 
building trust with unhoused patients, Olusanya 
said, a lesson she learned on the beat.

While street medicine often can stabilize 
chronic conditions on the pavement, clinicians 
stress that �eld care is a vital shield, not a permanent 
solution. Without a locked door or a refrigerator 
to store insulin, medical intervention only acts as 
a Band-Aid while patients remain trapped in what 
can be seemingly endless housing queues.

Tanny Hernandez, 45, and her husband, 
Benwell Hernandez, 35, spent over three years living 
on the streets. �ey are now living in a temporary 
shelter in downtown Los Angeles.

Struggling to manage diabetes without 
refrigerated insulin

Until they encountered the St. John’s street 
medicine team, Tanny struggled to manage diabetes 
without a refrigerator to store her insulin, along 
with experiencing grand mal seizures and bone 
disease that forced her to use a wheelchair. 

“My sugar levels were crazy—I mean, in 
the 400 range,” Tanny said. “I can’t be in direct 
sunlight, so I mean, everything was bad and it was 
going downhill.” 

�e American Diabetes Association 
recommends a premeal blood glucose target of 80 
to 130 mg/dL for most nonpregnant adults with 
diabetes. 

When unsheltered Angelenos seek traditional 
hospital care, they often face health struggles while 
navigating trauma from administrative hurdles and 
aggressive security in environments that can feel 
hostile rather than welcoming.

“While it may be tempting to think that 
mental health disorders or substance use cause 
homelessness, there is stronger evidence that the 
reverse is true,” said Kathryn Leifheit, an assistant 
professor of Health Policy and Management at 
the University of California, Los Angeles. “When 
people become homeless, housing insecurity causes 
severe mental strain that worsens health conditions 
over time.”

Homelessness remains at a crisis level in 
Southern California, mirroring national trends, 
Leifheit said. �e insu�cient supply of a�ordable 
housing puts many people at risk.

A rent increase can tip people already in crisis 
into homelessness, experts say

“When rents are high relative to incomes, any 
economic shock, life event, sudden illness or major 
bill can put someone at risk of becoming homeless,” 
Leifheit said.

�is crisis carries a stark racial dimension. Black 
residents make up less than 10% of Los Angeles 
County’s population but accounted for about one-
third of people experiencing homelessness in the 
Los Angeles Continuum of Care’s 2026 count, 
according to the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority. �e Continuum of Care is a federally 
designated network that coordinates homeless 
services and housing programs.

�e count identi�ed 21,822 Black people 
experiencing homelessness. Street medicine is an 
important way to access care for unhoused people 
of color, with 25% of street medicine patients 
identifying as Black and 23% identifying as 
Latino, according to the California Health Care 
Foundation. 

“Black Americans have much lower family 
wealth and they’re much less likely to own their 
house because of redlining,” said Margot Kushel, 
Director of the UC San Francisco Benio� 
Homelessness and Housing Initiative. She points as 
a key contributor to “generations and generations 
of anti-Black racism and other ways to extract Black 
Americans out of the home ownership market.” 

When Rayshawn Whittenburg, a 20-year-old 
Black Angeleno, encountered Olusanya and her 
team, she had spent six months on the streets with 
a high-risk pregnancy. 

She was under the team’s care before her 

newborn inhaled amniotic �uid at birth, sending 
the infant to neonatal intensive care for two weeks. 
�e baby was later released from the hospital into 
the care of Whittenburg’s mother.

“A stark racial dimension” to homelessness for 
Black Angelenos

Whittenburg’s experience highlights the severe 
maternal health disparities documented across Los 
Angeles County, where Black mothers and infants 
experience disproportionately high rates of life-
threatening complications and mortality. For those 
surviving on the street, homelessness adds severe 
environmental stress and care delays to an already 
perilous baseline. 

Whittenburg said she returned to the streets 
after losing her interim housing placement at the 
Los Angeles Inn because she did not realize that 
failing to remain continuously at the shelter would 
cost her a bed. 

“I really keep to myself most of the time,” 
Whittenburg said. “I don’t really like people because 
it’s always drama.” 

Olusanya noted that unsheltered patients 
routinely face judgment from healthcare providers 
based on their appearance or assumptions about 
drug use – preconceived notions she pushes back 
against, as most of her patients are not on the street 
because of addiction.

“One huge misconception is that unhoused 
folks are also inherently dangerous,” said Carol 
Ross, assistant director of Santa Monica outreach 
for �e People Concern, a nonpro�t that provides 
housing and supportive services. “Statistically 
speaking, folks with serious mental illness are much 
more of a danger to themselves than to others.”

After seven years of sobriety, Te� Ejigu, 37, 
is back on the streets navigating severe health and 
housing challenges.

Ejigu, who describes himself as a political 
science graduate, said he became unhoused after 
past triggers contributed to a relapse. He lost his 
housing six months ago and currently lacks a 
phone and essential documents to access bene�ts or 
housing such as a state ID and Social Security card.

“You know, we can’t give up,” Ejigu said. “I’m 
hoping that after I get back on my feet, I’ll be able 
to use this place as a launching pad to restarting my 
career and getting back to school.”

Navigating housing applications can be 
complicated and stressful

Beyond missing paperwork, navigating public 
bene�t systems requires administrative literacy.

“�ere are resources out there, but you have to 

speak a special language to �ll out all these forms,” 
Ross said. “People who don’t access public bene�ts 
have no idea how challenging it is. It’s like a full-
time job.”

�e main operational challenge for street 
medicine teams remains patient follow-up. Without 
phones or �xed addresses, patients are frequently 
lost to care, especially when encampments are 
cleared by the city. Olusanya said clinicians also 
encounter administrative barriers when trying to 
connect patients with services

Ross noted similar systemic limitations when 

patients face acute conditions, describing one 
unhoused individual struggling to receive cancer 
treatment—a case far more complex than treating 
a spider bite. 

“In terms of getting folks connected to primary 
care, it works well, but there’s a lot of work to do 
in terms of linking people to higher levels of care,” 
Ross said. 

“�ere’s de�nitely a need to be sure that street 
medicine is age friendly, that it has the workforce 
trained to deal with the unique needs of older 
adults…” Kushel said. 

Local leaders should foot the bill for more 
street medicine teams, providers say

Some providers say city and county leaders 
could do more to strengthen mobile street units and 
cut red tape for permanent housing placements. 

�e Inglewood mayor’s o�ce said the city is 
using federal, state and local funding to support 
a�ordable and supportive housing, including 
project-based vouchers and permanent supportive 
housing.”

�e city said it is tracking 600 a�ordable units 
in various stages of predevelopment and monitoring 
about 46 existing density-bonus a�ordable units.

Roberto Chavez, HUD programs manager for 
the City of Inglewood, said the city is not equipped 
or funded to deploy mobile medical responses 
directly.

“I don’t think the city is equipped to deploy 
those resources because that’s more a function of 
the county or the state,” Chavez said. “We don’t 
have street medicine workers. �at’s not something 
we receive funding for.”

Chavez noted that federal funding constraints 
continue to impact municipal budgets as housing 
costs outpace federal allocations.

“Every year costs go up for housing, right, and 
so the budget authority that we’re allocated from 
the federal government is not keeping up with that 
allocation,” Chavez said.

O� the streets, the next hurdle is going from 
temporary to permanent housing

�e transition from temporary beds to 
permanent housing remains a challenge across the 
region. Across Los Angeles, the county identi�ed 
the shortage of a�ordable permanent housing as the 
biggest barrier to moving people from interim to 
permanent housing.

“Healthcare is a human right. Just because 
somebody is living in an alley doesn’t mean that 
they don’t deserve to have a doctor who understands 
them,” said Ross. 

“We only see some of them once or twice a 
week, so that’s the gap that we have,” Olusanya said 
of unhoused patients. “Cities have a bigger role 
to play. �ey have to provide the safety net that 
is needed by residents.” Health experts said when 
consistent clinical rapport and trust are established, 
street medicine can serve as a vital bridge to care. 

“Street medicine doesn’t end homelessness. It 
is trying to keep people alive and safe while they’re 
homeless,” Kushel said. �e street medicine team 
continues to care for Tanny and Benwell Hernandez, 
who live in temporary housing in downtown Los 
Angeles through the Inside Safe program. When 
Tanny cannot reach a pharmacy, the team delivers 
her medication directly to her door. 

Regular health care “saved us,” one newly 
housed patient says

Benwell is studying to become a peer educator 
while the couple works to secure permanent 
housing. Still, their future remains uncertain.  

Tanny said her biggest fear is waiting in 
temporary housing for six months only to end up 
back on the street. 

Unlike patients living on the riverbank or 
sidewalk, Tanny can now bene�t from reliable 
follow-up care because she now has a �xed address. 

“We were at the point of giving up, but this 
program saved us,” Tanny said. “With what they do 
for me, my whole body—like my internal system—
feels like it’s slowly getting better.” 

food insecure, the survey found that rising grocery 
prices are forcing di�cult trade-o�s.

Respondents described “trading down” 
— swapping higher-priced foods or brands for 
cheaper alternatives, such as buying store brands 
or swapping chicken for steak. �ey also look for 
manager’s specials, use coupons, and use mobile 
apps for additional savings. Some also rely on local 
food pantries.

Although the most recent government �gures 
estimate that it’s possible to meet federal fruit and 
vegetable recommendations for roughly $2.50–
$3.00 per day, that report—using data from 2022—
seems out of step with current conditions.

A noticeable segment of WIB survey 
respondents reported that they’ve begun buying 
fewer fresh fruits, vegetables, or meat, and are 
bypassing organic foods. �ey’re also more willing 
to accept lower-quality food, or skip healthier 
options altogether.

One respondent described her mindset while 
grocery shopping: “Put it back or �nd a cheaper 
unhealthy version.”

�e report warns this practice could signal a 
widening gap in Black Americans’ access to healthy 
food, which appears to be a�ecting the larger 
population.

A Pew Research Center survey conducted last 
year found that 90% of U.S. adults said healthy food 
has gotten more expensive in recent years. Seventy-
seven percent of lower-income adults report it’s now 
harder to eat healthier, while at the same time, 46% 

of lower-income adults said it’s “a lot” harder to eat 
healthy, versus 15% of upper-income adults saying 
the same.

Price also shapes where people shop.
Two in �ve respondents said reasonably priced 

food is the most important factor in choosing a 
grocery store — ahead of taste, convenience, and 
healthfulness. �is di�ers from national survey 
�ndings, where taste has been the leading driver of 
food and beverage purchases since 2006.

�e Word In Black survey found it’s common 
for respondents to eat out, especially among 
younger adults.

More than one in three respondents reported 
dining out—including fast food, takeout, or 
restaurants—three or more times per week. But this 
�nding skewed younger, with 41 % of respondents 
aged 18 to 34 saying they were more likely to eat 
at a restaurant three or more times per week than 
respondents aged 55 and older.

Food is life— and culture
�e survey found Black Americans remain 

strongly tied to their food heritage.
Roughly 32% said their knowledge of food 

came from how they were raised and what their 
family cooked at home, while 29% said their current 
food knowledge was shaped by their own research 
and expanding their food horizons as adults.

When asked whether they still want to eat the 
way they were taught, roughly 47% said they try to 
balance traditional foods with healthier choices. But 
a quarter of respondents said they still eat mostly 

the same foods they grew up with, and about 12% 
have moved away from their traditional diet for 
health reasons.

Meanwhile, 46% of survey respondents 
strongly agreed that food in the U.S. contributes to 
diet–related diseases such as type 2 diabetes, high 
blood pressure, and heart disease.

Many say their diet is in a good place
When grading the healthfulness of their own 

diets, a little more than half of respondents gave 
themselves a B. �at’s around the same percentage 
as the 51% of respondents in a broader survey 
who gave themselves the same grade. Nine in 10 
agreed that what they eat a�ects their mental and 
emotional well-being.

Self-reporting diet grades also tracked closely 
with respondents’ impressions of their overall 
health. Among respondents who gave their diet 
an A, more than 85% rated their general health as 
excellent or very good, compared with 48% who 
gave their diet a B, 10% a C, and 5% a D.

Low awareness of the “MAHA” program
While the Trump administration’s Make 

America Healthy Again program is reportedly 
having some success among Republican voters, it is 
not so successful among WIB survey respondents. 
Nearly half of them either heard very little about the 
o�cial government-approved food and nutrition 
guidelines, had heard of the guidelines but were 
unaware that Health and Human Services Secretary 
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. had them updated in 2025, 
or had never heard of them at all.

But survey respondents are having 
conversations with healthcare providers: 73% said 
a doctor, nutritionist, or other caregiver had spoken 
with them regularly or occasionally about their diet 
or eating habits.

What people say would help
Asked what would help them eat healthier, 

respondents pointed to structural changes.
Seventy-three percent want lower prices for 

fresh fruits, vegetables, and whole foods, while 42% 
want more grocery stores or fresh food markets 
in their neighborhoods. But 38% also want more 
public education about food and nutrition—an 
appetite for knowledge the report calls an important 
entry point for public health interventions.

�e report concludes by calling on policymakers, 
community health organizations, and food retailers 
to expand access to healthy foods through subsidies, 
invest in culturally relevant nutrition programs, and 
partner with trusted community leaders to deliver 
health education where Black Americans already 
live, work, worship, and gather.

Continued from page A1
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�e Soul Train Awards are coming back to 
BET and premiering on CBS this November, after 
the ceremony was taken o� the air for three years.

After three years o� the air, the “Soul Train 
Awards” are back.

�e BET award show, which celebrates the the 
biggest stars in R&B and soul music, will return 
to its home network and make its �rst broadcast 
on CBS this November, with BET stating in a 
press release that the upcoming show will feature 
“honorees who de�ned the sound with the artists 
carrying it forward, celebrating a legacy that has 
in�uenced American music since ‘Soul Train’ �rst 

went on the air in 1971.”
Paramount Skydance’s channels VH1, MTV2, 

Logo, and BET Her will also run the program. 
Instead of airing live, the ceremony will be pre-
recorded in Chicago, the city where the original 
“Soul Train” television series, hosted by the late Don 
Cornelius, began in 1971. Cornelius �rst created 
the music-and-dance show for the local indie station 
WCIU, which later became a nationally syndicated 
broadcast.

BET president Louis Carr said in a statement, 
“As a Chicago native, I’m proud to bring the ‘Soul 
Train Awards’ back to the city where it all originated. 

Coming o� a landmark year for BET, this return 
rea�rms what we do best: bringing our community 
together around the culture, and connecting the 
artists who built this sound to the ones carrying it 
forward.”

�e last “Soul Train Awards” were hosted by 
Keke Palmer in 2023. Two years later, in 2025, BET 
announced that both the “Soul Train Awards” and 
the “Hip Hop Awards” were suspended. As of now, 
the network has not announced plans to bring back 
the latter award show.

Per Variety, Connie Orlando, exec VP of 
specials, music programming and music strategy at 

BET said the awards will be “reimagined” with a 
“bold new format.”

“�e ‘Soul Train Awards’ has always been the 
home for R&B and soul,” she said. “It’s about 
honoring the artists who shaped the genre while 
reinventing the night for where the music is headed.”

�e upcoming Soul Train Awards will air BET 
and CBS on November 27 at 8 p.m.�e awards will 
come back with the help of Spotify as the broadcast’s 
exclusive music streaming sponsor and Toyota as a 
key sponsor.

BEVERLY HILLS, CALIFORNIA - NOVEMBER 19: Janelle Monáe (C), winner of the Spirit of Soul Award, with Folayan Kunerede and Bobbi Lanea of Flyana Boss, attend Soul Train Awards 2023 on 
November 19, 2023 in Beverly Hills, California. (Photo by Leon Bennett/Getty Images for BET)

‘Soul Train Awards’ Are Back

BET Ceremony Returns to Celebrate R&B and Soul Legacy

Late “Cosby Show” star Malcolm-Jamal 
Warner‘s mother is pushing back against his widow’s 
multimillion-dollar estate claims, telling the court 
that her son made substantial separate provisions for 
his wife and daughter before his death — and that 
she tried to resolve the dispute privately.

In new court documents obtained by TMZ, 
Pamela Warner disputes Tenisha Warner‘s claims 
that Malcolm failed to ful�ll �nancial obligations 
contained in the couple’s 2022 premarital 
agreement. Pamela is asking the court to approve 
a separate settlement involving Malcolm’s daughter, 
MacKenzie, and dismiss Tenisha’s Georgia lawsuit.

Pamela Warner Details Where the Millions 

Went
Pamela says she proposed taking a one-time 

payment from Malcolm’s trust while allowing 
MacKenzie to receive the overwhelming majority of 
what remained.

Her �ling also points to other assets outside 
that arrangement: a $2 million life insurance 
policy bene�ting MacKenzie, a separate Georgia 
trust Malcolm used to purchase a home for his 
wife and daughter, and a retirement plan worth 
approximately $2.4 million that Pamela says was 
left to Tenisha.

�e distinction matters. �ose �gures do 
not establish that Tenisha personally rejected a $4 

million cash settlement; Pamela’s �ling describes 
di�erent assets with di�erent bene�ciaries.

Pamela alleges Tenisha declined her e�orts to 
settle privately and proceeded with litigation. She 
subsequently reached an agreement directly with 
MacKenzie’s court-appointed representatives.

Tenisha Says the Prenup Left Unpaid Promises
Tenisha’s case centers on a di�erent question: 

whether �nancial commitments Malcolm allegedly 
made to her under their premarital agreement 
remained unpaid when he died.

As EURweb previously reported, Tenisha 
sued Pamela, who serves as successor trustee of the 
Warner Family Trust, seeking at least $1,276,042.

Her complaint alleges Malcolm agreed to 
maintain a $1 million life insurance policy naming 
her as sole bene�ciary, make annual $16,000 
payments, fund a Roth IRA and pay her $5,000 
monthly for working as his chief of sta� and 
assistant.

Tenisha contends those obligations were not 
ful�lled and seeks to recover the alleged debt from 
the family trust.

�e two women have also o�ered competing 
accounts of attempts to settle the matter privately, 
making clear that their disagreement extends 
beyond simply calculating the estate’s value.

EURweb reported in August that Pamela 
reached a tentative settlement with her 
granddaughter’s representatives that would give 

MacKenzie the majority remainder of Malcolm’s 
trust and estate. �e agreement remains subject to 
court approval.

At the time, Pamela denied claims that she 
wanted to prevent MacKenzie from receiving 
�nancial support and maintained that Malcolm 
provided separately for his wife and daughter.

Tenisha was not involved in negotiating that 
agreement.

An Old Estate Plan Complicates the Fight
�e con�ict is further complicated by the age 

of Malcolm’s estate plan. TMZ previously reported 
that his trust was created in 1996, long before 
MacKenzie’s 2017 birth and his 2022 marriage to 
Tenisha.

Pamela’s position is that Malcolm intended her 
to receive part of his estate because of their close 
relationship and her years working as his manager. 
Tenisha’s lawsuit, meanwhile, argues that separate 
contractual promises Malcolm later made to her 
remained enforceable.

Malcolm died at 54 after drowning while 
vacationing in Costa Rica in July 2025.

Now, more than a year after his death, the 
central dispute isn’t simply who receives the biggest 
share. �e courts are being asked to sort out 
how Malcolm’s decades-old trust, later marriage, 
premarital agreement and provisions for his daughter 
�t together — while his mother and widow remain 
sharply divided over what he intended.

Malcolm-Jamal Warner’s Mom Details Millions 
Set Aside Amid Widow’s Estate Fight

Malcolm Jamal Warner and his mother, Pamela 
Warner – via screenshot

Tenisha Warner – screenshot via ‘CBS Mornings’

Pamela Warner says her late son separately provided millions for his wife and daughter as she seeks 
dismissal of Tenisha Warner’s $1.2 million lawsuit.
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE

FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER

26TRCP00286

Superior Court of the State of 
California, for the county of LOS 
ANGELES
825 Maple Ave,
Torrance, CA 90503
Torrance Courthouse
PETITION OF: CHRISTINE NG 

DUNG

FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner: CHRISTINE NG DUNG 

Filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names as 
follows:
Present name
CHRISTINE NG DUNG

Proposed name
CHRISTINE NG

THE COURT ORDERS: that all 
persons interested in this matter 
appear before this court at the 
hearing indicated below to show 
cause, if any, why the petition 
for change of name should 
not be granted. Any person 
objecting to the name changes 
described above must file a 
written objection that includes 
the reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be heard 
and must appear at the hearing 
to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no 
written objection is timely filed, 
the court may grant the petition 
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING

Date: October 2, 2026

Time: 8:30 a.m.

Dept: B

Room: 340

The address of the court is: 
same as noted above
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once a week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county LOS ANGELES 
NEWS OBSERVER
Date: August 14, 2026

David W. Slayton,

Executive Officer/ Clerk of Court
Judge Patricia A. Young,

Judge of the Superior Court

Petitioner:

Christine Ng Dung

1104 Rindge Lane,

Redondo Beach, CA 90278

(310) 346-3864

LOS ANGELES

NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10, 

2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026148846

Doing business as: 
BALLOON HEADZ at 14560 
LANNING DR, WHITTIER, CA 
90604
Mailing Address: 14560 
LANNING DR, WHITTIER, CA 
90604
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
OSCAR LEOBARDO CHAVEZ at 
14560 LANNING DR, WHITTIER, 
CA 90604
The business is conducted by: 

an Individual
SIGNED: OSCAR LEOBARDO 

CHAVEZ, OWNER
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: 07/2026
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Los Angeles 
County on: July 8, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN
Los Angeles County Clerk
By: ISAURA CORREA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s OfÏce. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 
correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
8, 2031

LOS ANGELES

NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10, 

2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026143486

Doing business as: 
323STARBBY at 12206 TRINITY 
STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA 
90061
Mailing Address: 12206 TRINITY 
ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90061
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
JOHANNA CERVANTES at 12206 
TRINITY ST., LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90061
The business is conducted by: 
an Individual
SIGNED: JOHANNA CERVANTES, 
OWNER
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the 
County Clerk of Los Angeles 
County on: July 1, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN
Los Angeles County Clerk
By: CARINA CHEN,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name 
Statement expires five years 
from the date it was filed in 
the County Clerk’s OfÏce. A 
new fictitious business name 
statement must be filed before 
that time. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a fictitious business name in 
violation of the rights of another 
to a trademark or trade name 
under federal, state, or common 
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ., 
business and professions code).
I declare that all information 
in this Statement is true and 

correct. (A) Registrant who 
declares as true information 
which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July 
1, 2031

LOS ANGELES

NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10, 

2026

SUMMONSSUMMONS

(CITACION JUDICIAL)(CITACION JUDICIAL)

CASE NUMBER (Número del 
Caso): 25NWLC03976
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Saveith Nou, an individual, and 
Does 1 through 10, inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED 
BY PLAINTIFF (LO ESTÁ 
DEMANDANDO EL 
DEMANDANTE): IVER CAPITAL 
CORPORATION
NOTICE! You have been sued. 
The court may decide against 
you without your being heard 
unless you respond within 30 
days. Read the information 
below.
You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS 
after this summons and legal 
papers are served on you to 
file a written response at this 
court and have a copy served 
on the plaintiff. A letter or phone 
call will not protect you. Your 
written response must be in 
proper legal form if you want 
the court to hear your case. 
There may be a court form that 
you can use for your response. 
You can find these court forms 
and more information at the 

California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county 
law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay 
the filing fee, ask the court 
clerk for a fee waiver form. If 
you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the case 
by default, and your wages, 
money, and property may be 
taken without further warning 
from the court.
There are other legal 
requirements. You may want to 
call an attorney right away. If 
you do not know an attorney, 
you may want to call an attorney 
referral service. If you cannot 
afford an attorney, you may be 
eligible for free legal services 
from a nonprofit legal services 
program. You can locate 
these nonprofit groups at the 
California Legal Services Web 
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts 
Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court 
or county bar association. NOTE: 
The court has a statutory lien 
for waived fees and costs on 
any settlement or arbitration 
award of $10,000 or more in a 
civil case. The court’s lien must 
be paid before the court will 
dismiss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. 
Si no responde dentro de 30 
días, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su 
versión. Lea la información a 
continuación.
Tiene 30 DÍAS DE CALENDARIO 
después de que le entreguen 
esta citación y papeles legales 

para presentar una respuesta 
por escrito en esta corte y 
hacer que se entregue una 
copia al demandante. Una 
carta o una llamada telefónica 
no lo protegen. Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar en 
formato legal correcto si desea 
que procesen su caso en la 
corte. Es posible que haya un 
formulario que usted pueda 
usar para su respuesta. Puede 
encontrar estos formularios de 
la corte y más información en el 
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes 
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes 
de su condado o en la corte que 
le quede más cerca. Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentación, 
pida al secretario de la corte 
que le dé un formulario de 
exención de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta a 
tiempo, puede perder el caso 
por incumplimiento y la corte le 
podrá quitar su sueldo, dinero y 
bienes sin más advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. 
Es recomendable que llame a 
un abogado inmediatamente. 
Si no conoce a un abogado, 
puede llamar a un servicio de 
remisión a abogados. Si no 
puede pagar a un abogado, 
es posible que cumpla con 
los requisitos para obtener 
servicios legales gratuitos 
de un programa de servicios 
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede 
encontrar estos grupos sin 
fines de lucro en el sitio web 
de California Legal Services, 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
en el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose 

en contacto con la corte o el 
colegio de abogados locales. 
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene 
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y 
los costos exentos por imponer 
un gravamen sobre cualquier 
recuperación de $10,000 ó 
más de valor recibida mediante 
un acuerdo o una concesión 
de arbitraje en un caso de 
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el 
gravamen de la corte antes de 
que la corte pueda desechar el 
caso.
The name and address of the 
court is (El nombre y dirección 
de la corte es): Superior Court 
of California, County of Los 
Angeles, 
12720 Norwalk Blvd., 
Norwalk, CA 90650
The name, address, and 
telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without 
an attorney, is (El nombre, 
la dirección y el número de 
teléfono del abogado del 
demandante, o del demandante 
que no tiene abogado, es): 
Ali Nabavi, SBN 232910
Coastal Crest Law Firm, APLC
24310 Moulton Pkwy, Suite 
O-1007, 
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
Tel. (949) 751-6788
DATE (Fecha): January 27, 2025
David W. Slayton,
Executive OfÏcer/Clerk of the 
Court
By V. Jimenez, Deputy Clerk 
(Adjunto)
(SEAL)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED: 

You are served. 
LOS ANGELES

NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Sep 3, 10, 17, 24, 2026

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal NoticesLegal Notices
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California Capitol News You Might Have Missed

Political Playback:Political PlPolitical Playback:ayback:

By Bo Tefu
California Black Media

Blacks and Latinos Clash 
Over LA’s Barrio Run; 
Mayor Karen Bass Calls for 
Dialogue Across Racial, 
Neighborhood Lines

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass urged Black 
and Latino Angelenos to resolve their di�erences 
constructively after a dispute over a Latino-led 
running event planned for Leimert Park escalated 
into racial hostility online.

 
“Los Angeles is strongest when we listen to one 

another, treat every community with respect and 
work through our di�erences constructively,” Bass 
said in a statement she shared on Facebook.

 
Barrio Athletics, a grassroots �tness 

organization founded by South Central Los Angeles 
native Henry Gallardo, planned a 5K for Sept. 
6. Participants were initially scheduled to meet 
in Leimert Park before running along Crenshaw 
Boulevard. In a promotional video,an organizer said 
the group would “take over the streets of Leimert 
Park.”

 
�e language drew objections from Black 

residents and community leaders, who said 
organizers had not adequately consulted local 
stakeholders. �ey were also concerned that the 
gathering, which included plans for a DJ and 
vendors, would disrupt the Leimert Park Sunday 
Marketplace and other scheduled activities.

Leimert Park is widely regarded as the cultural 
heart of Black Los Angeles. Its weekly marketplace, 
food vendors and drum circle have long provided 
an economic and cultural gathering place for Black 
residents. �at history, compounded with lingering 
concerns about gentri�cation and the city’s 
declining Black population, intensi�ed sensitivity 
to the event’s promotion.

 
“�is is a historic Black district which we 

fought for and built up, its arts district, its cultural 
hub,” KBLA radio host Dominique DiPrima told a 
local L.A. news station.

 
“You’re saying that you’re going to “take 

over” is sort of like the last stand for Black LA is 
problematic.”

 
In another widely circulated video, a woman 

warned organizers, “We don’t want you to come 
into Africa Town,” adding that they would be 
“met with resistance from the Black community.” 
A separate Black social media user suggested, “We 
should call ICE,” drawing condemnation amid 
federal immigration enforcement concerns a�ecting 
Latino communities.

 
Barrio Athletics said it did not condone “racism, 

violence or hate.” Black and Latino community 
organizers later joined the group for what local 
L.A. radio station KJLH described as a “tough but 
necessary conversation.” 

 
KJLH posted a video of the discussion.
 
Following “careful conversation with 

community leaders,” Barrio Athletics relocated the 
run to Elysian Park “to respect Leimert Park and the 
surrounding community.”

Bass denied claims that she had ordered the 
move, saying she had not known about the dispute 
before its resolution.

“Bringing people across racial, cultural 
and neighborhood lines together has been the 
foundation of my life’s work,” Bass said, “and it 
continues to guide how I lead this city today.”

 

 

“Ready to See These Bills 
Become Law”: Sen. Weber’s 

Package of 15 Bills Advance 
to Gov. Newsom’s Desk

 
�e California Legislature has sent Gov. Gavin 

Newsom a package of 15 bills authored by state Sen. 
Akilah Weber Pierson, D-San Diego. �e measures 
address health care, education, patient safety and 
consumer protections.

 
More speci�cally, they include legislation 

focused on early math intervention, health care 
costs, arti�cial intelligence, nutrition information 
and physician accountability. �e measures now 
await Newsom’s signature.

 
“�is package represents the kind of change 

I came to Sacramento to �ght for, change that 
improves people’s lives in real and tangible ways,” 
said Weber Pierson. “I’m proud of the work we’ve 
done, and I’m ready to see these bills become law.”

 
Among the measures is SB 1067, which would 

require annual math assessments for students in 
kindergarten through second grade to identify 
learning di�culties early and provide evidence-
based interventions. �e bill passed both chambers 
unanimously.

 
SB 869 would require chain restaurants with at 

least 20 locations to display a clear warning next to 
beverages with high levels of added sugar, including 
on drive-through menus. SB 977 would require 
those restaurants to o�er at least one children’s meal 
that meets expert nutrition standards if they already 
o�er a kids’ menu.

 
�e package also includes SB 503, which 

would require developers and deployers of clinical 
decision-support systems to identify and mitigate 
risks of biased impacts in health care arti�cial 
intelligence tools and monitor the systems after 
deployment.

 
Other measures would strengthen protections 

for patients and consumers. SB 849 would 
restrict physicians from seeking reinstatement of 
a surrendered medical license in certain sexual 
misconduct cases involving patients. SB 950 would 
seek to ensure timely access to FDA-approved 
treatments for Californians with early-stage 
Alzheimer’s disease.

 
�e remaining bills address Medi-Cal 

behavioral health treatment, CPR and automated 
external de�brillator education, the consideration of 
increased building heights under state environmental 
law, health insurance rate transparency, medical 
claims, biosimilar drugs and other state policies.

 

Report: Community 
Level Policy Is Impacting 
Homelessness and Drug 
Abuse in California

 
Local housing capacity, behavioral health 

services and criminal justice policies are playing a 
role in California’s homelessness and drug crises, 
according to a new report examining how policy 
decisions have a�ected outcomes across the state.

 
�e report compiled by the Public Policy 

Institute of California found that counties that added 
more permanent housing beds per capita saw larger 
decreases in homelessness, while areas with larger 
declines in incarceration following Proposition 47 
saw greater increases in homelessness.

 
“Places that saw larger increases in permanent 

housing beds per capita saw larger decreases in the 
homelessness rate,” researchers Magnus Lofstrom, 
Shannon McConville, and Sean Cremin stated in 
the report.

 
California’s homelessness rate has increased 

more than 60% since 2014, with unsheltered 
homelessness driving most of the growth. �e state 
had the sixth-highest overall homelessness rate and 
the second-highest unsheltered homelessness rate 
among states in 2025.

 
Researchers found that counties with higher 

rents tended to have higher homelessness rates. 
But they did not �nd a statistically signi�cant 
relationship between changes in homelessness 
and changes in local housing markets, poverty or 
unemployment.

 
�e report also examined Proposition 47, the 

2014 ballot measure that reclassi�ed some drug and 
property o�enses from felonies to misdemeanors. 
Researchers estimate that the law contributed to a 
roughly 10% increase in California’s unsheltered 
homelessness rate, equivalent to about 7,000 
additional people experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness between 2015 and 2019.

 
�e researchers also estimated that Prop. 47 

was associated with a 7% to 8% increase in serious 
drug use, measured through overdose deaths, 
hospitalizations and emergency department visits. 
Drug treatment admissions fell by roughly 20%, 
largely because of fewer referrals from courts and 
criminal justice agencies.

 
“Our �ndings suggest that Prop 47 likely did 

contribute to rising rates of homelessness and drug 
overdoses, as well as declines in drug treatment,” the 
researchers stated.

 
�e report cautions that the relationship 

between homelessness, drug use and criminal 
justice policy is complex. Researchers found no 
consistent evidence that California’s 2011 public 
safety realignment or pandemic-era reductions in 
incarceration a�ected homelessness or drug use.

�ey also emphasized the role of the criminal 
justice system in connecting vulnerable people with 
services.

 
“Jails and prisons serve as sources of shelter 

for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness,” 
the researchers stated in the report. �ey added 
that courts and criminal justice agencies can help 
connect people with the drug treatment they need.

 
California has made major investments in 

housing and behavioral health services in recent 
years. �e researchers said state and local agencies 
should continue evaluating whether those 
investments are reaching people most at risk and 
whether newer policies, including Proposition 36, 
are e�ectively connecting people with treatment.

 

California’s Legal Cannabis 
Market Hits $8 Billion as 
State Touts Progress on 
Fighting Drugs, Crime

 
California’s legal cannabis market has generated 

nearly $8.4 billion in tax revenue since 2018 as the 
state ramps up enforcement against illegal drugs 
and touts declines in crime, Gov. Gavin Newsom 
announced on Sept. 2.

 
�e cannabis revenue includes nearly $4.5 

billion in excise taxes and nearly $3.4 billion in sales 
taxes. In the second quarter of 2026 alone, cannabis 
retailers remitted $261.7 million in cannabis excise 
and sales tax revenue.

 
�e state uses cannabis revenue to support 

programs including childcare and early childhood 
development, youth substance abuse prevention, 
medical research and environmental recovery.

 
“We are building a legal cannabis market 

that generates billions for Californians, and going 
after the illicit operators who undermine it,” said 
Newsom. “�at’s public safety: protect consumers, 
support the businesses playing by the rules, and put 
the revenue to work in our communities.”

 
California is also targeting illegal intoxicating 

products outside the regulated cannabis market. 
State o�cials have removed more than 15,000 
illegal hemp, kratom and 7-hydroxymitragynine, or 
7-OH, products from store shelves.

 
�e enforcement e�ort resulted in the removal 

of 7,403 illegal hemp products and 7,888 kratom 
and 7-OH products. O�cials reported compliance 
rates above 97% among Alcoholic Beverage Control 
licensees inspected for both categories.

 

�e state has warned that kratom and 7-OH 
products have been linked to addiction, overdose 
and other serious health risks.

California is also using its law enforcement 
resources to target violent crime, drug tra�cking 
and other criminal activity. Since 2023, CHP 
Crime Suppression Teams have made 15,197 
arrests, recovered 7,042 stolen vehicles and seized 
656 illicit �rearms.

 
Since the teams expanded to six regions 

statewide in August 2025, they have also con�scated 
nearly 1.7 million grams of illegal drugs, including 
about 108 kilograms of fentanyl.

 
“Over the past few years, our Crime 

Suppression Teams have demonstrated the value of 
proactive, intelligence-driven enforcement,” CHP 
Commissioner Sean Duryee said.

 
�e Newsom administration says the e�orts 

are part of a broader public safety strategy that 
combines regulation, enforcement, prevention and 
partnerships with local agencies.

 
California has also reported declines in major 

crime categories since 2024, including an 18.6% 
drop in homicides and a 25.8% decline in motor 
vehicle theft.

 
California o�cials say the combination of a 

regulated cannabis market, targeted enforcement 
and state-local law enforcement partnerships is 
helping protect consumers, disrupt illicit drug 
activity and improve public safety across the state.

Election Watch 2026: 
85% of Eligible Voters in 
California Are Registered

 
California enters the 2026 election cycle with 

a large pool of registered voters, as 85% of eligible 
adults were registered to vote as of May, according 
to a new report from the Public Policy Institute of 
California.

 
�e report found that 23.2 million of 

California’s 27.3 million eligible adults were 
registered. Voter registration, political engagement 
and past voting habits will help shape turnout in 
the June statewide primary and November general 
election.

 
“Likely voters are registered voters who cast 

ballots regularly and are politically engaged,” 
researchers Mark Baldassare, Dean Bonner, Lauren 
Mora, and Deja �omas stated in the report.

 
California’s likely voters generally lean 

Democratic. Democrats make up 46% of likely 
voters, while Republicans and independents 
account for much of the remainder.

 
Independent voters could be an important 

group to watch during the 2026 election cycle. 
Independent likely voters are more likely to lean 
Democratic, although many do not favor either 
major party or remain unsure.

 
�e report found that likely voters do not fully 

re�ect California’s broader adult population. �ey 
tend to be older, more educated and more a�uent.

 
Older Californians make up a larger share of 

likely voters, while younger adults are less likely to 
participate regularly in elections. Likely voters are 
also more likely to own their homes and have higher 
household incomes.

 
�e racial makeup of the likely electorate 

di�ers from the state’s overall adult population as 
well. White Californians are overrepresented among 
likely voters, while Latino residents make up a 
smaller share of likely voters than they do of the 
state’s adult population. Black Californians make 
up 6% of likely voters, slightly than their share of 
the state’s total population.

 
�e researchers said voter enthusiasm and 

past voting habits have played an important role 
in determining who participates in California 
elections.
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By Dominic Boston
Source: Black Press USA Wire

As a young Black man, I �nd this topic 
personal. When people discuss mental health, they 
usually don’t picture someone who looks like me. 
Instead, Black men are often seen as strong, tough, 
or able to handle anything life throws at us.

Growing up, I was taught exactly that.
My elders always told me to be strong. If I 

got hurt, I was told to get back up. If I was upset, 
I was told not to cry. Showing emotion wasn’t 
encouraged. It was seen as a weakness.

Looking back now, I realize I wasn’t just being 
taught how to be a man. I was being conditioned 
to hide my emotions. I was taught to believe that 
strength meant staying silent, no matter how much 
pain I was carrying.

I know my family wasn’t trying to hurt me. 
�ey wanted me to survive in a world that has never 
been easy for Black men. �ey wanted me to be 
prepared for life’s challenges.

When people discuss mental health, they 
usually don’t picture someone who looks like me. 
Instead, Black men are often seen as strong, tough, 
or able to handle anything life throws at us.

Growing up, I was taught exactly that.
My elders always told me to be strong. If I 

got hurt, I was told to get back up. If I was upset, 
I was told not to cry. Showing emotion wasn’t 
encouraged. It was seen as a weakness.

Looking back now, I realize I wasn’t just being 
taught how to be a man. I was being conditioned 
to hide my emotions. I was taught to believe that 
strength meant staying silent, no matter how much 
pain I was carrying.

I know my family wasn’t trying to hurt me. 
�ey wanted me to survive in a world that has never 
been easy for Black men. �ey wanted me to be 
prepared for life’s challenges.

But somewhere along the way, being strong 
became confused with pretending everything was 
okay.

Instead of talking about our feelings, we 
learned how to bury them. Instead of asking for 
help, we learned how to deal with everything on 
our own.

�e problem is that emotions don’t disappear 
just because you ignore them. �ey stay with you, 

and eventually, they �nd another way to come out.
I believe that is the reality for many young 

Black men today.
We’re expected to carry the weight of our 

families, our communities, our schools, our work, 
and our lives without ever breaking down. People 
admire our strength, but they rarely ask how much 
it costs to always be strong.

�e truth is, many of us are hurting in silence 

because we’ve spent our entire lives believing that is 
what real men are supposed to do.

For many Black boys, those lessons start early.
Some grow up in neighborhoods where hearing 

gunshots or seeing police lights is normal. Others 
lose friends or family members before they are even 
old enough to understand why. Some are raised in 
communities where violence, poverty, and limited 
opportunities are part of everyday life.

When you’re constantly worried about making 
it home safely or helping your family make ends 
meet, you don’t always have time to process your 
emotions.

You focus on surviving.
�en there is the way society sees us.
Before some people even hear us speak, they 

have already made assumptions. Many Black 

men know what it feels like to be watched while 
shopping, stereotyped because of the clothes they 
wear, or judged simply because they are Black.

On top of that, many of us grow up having 
conversations with our parents about how to act if 
we are ever stopped by the police.

We aren’t taught those lessons because our 
parents don’t trust us. We are taught them because 
our parents are afraid of what could happen if 

someone else doesn’t see our humanity.
Living with that kind of pressure a�ects your 

mental health, whether people realize it or not.
Constantly feeling like you have to prove you 

are not a threat is exhausting. Always feeling like 
you have to be perfect just to be treated fairly takes 
a toll.

�ose experiences create anxiety, fear, and 
stress that many young Black men carry every single 
day, even if they never talk about it.

I also think these experiences help explain why 
some young Black men feel disconnected from 
politics and voting.

If you have spent your whole life watching 
your community struggle no matter who is in 
o�ce, it is easy to believe that your vote won’t 
change anything.

You see schools that need more resources, 
neighborhoods that deserve more investment, and 
communities asking for change year after year. 
After a while, some people stop believing anyone 
is listening.

But I also believe that is exactly why voting 
matters.

�e people we elect make decisions about 
education, mental health funding, a�ordable 
housing, community programs, healthcare, and 
criminal justice. �ose decisions directly a�ect 
neighborhoods like mine and families like mine.

If we want things to change, we can’t sit back 
and expect someone else to make those choices for 
us.

Our voices matter, and our votes do too.
One of the biggest changes that needs to 

happen is the way we talk about mental health.
We have to stop teaching young Black boys that 

crying makes them weak. We have to stop acting 
like asking for help is something to be embarrassed 
about.

Real strength isn’t pretending you’re okay when 
you’re not.

Real strength is being honest enough to say 
you’re struggling and courageous enough to ask for 
help.

As I continue to grow into the man I want to 
become, I’m learning that strength and vulnerability 
can coexist.

I can be determined, hardworking and resilient 
while still being honest about my emotions. I don’t 
have to carry everything by myself, and neither does 
the next generation of young Black men.

It’s time we change the conversation.
Instead of only telling young Black boys to be 

strong, we should also tell them it’s okay to cry.
It’s okay to talk.
It’s okay to heal.
Because when we create a generation of men 

who feel safe expressing themselves, we aren’t 
making them weaker. We are giving them a better 
chance to live healthier, happier lives.

And that is the kind of strength our 
communities have needed all along.

Based on reporting by Jacksonville Free Press.

By Shyanne Burris, Sta� Writer
Black Press USA Wire

So right now, I have to ask: are we really 
supposed to take none of this at face value?

First there was Unity Field. Now the African 
American Cultural Center is embroiled in yet 
another controversy, this one surrounding the latest 
changes to the facility that have left many Black 
students questioning the future of a space intended 
to celebrate and give them a sense of community. 
And no, before any of you rush to type up an 
excuse or a thought piece, there is not a single Black 
student who genuinely believes that none of this has 
anything to do with race.

�at usually comes up �rst when we begin 
talking about the changing landscape around us.

Digest Art�is is about security. �is is about 
space. �is is about logistics. �is is about policy. 
�is is apparently about everything in the world 
that isn’t tied to the very special nature of a space 
that directly a�ects Black students as their own 
special thing.

Convenient. �is isn’t about an intentional 
e�ort by LSU to deliberately make our lives 
uncomfortable. However, this has reached the 
point where it’s di�cult to simply dismiss what has 
happened with LSU after the Unity Field situation 
and call it “just a coincidence.”

Unity Field was a space of gathering. �e 
African American Cultural Center is where African 
American history, culture, and community are 
concretely manifested on this campus, and you 
can’t replace either by suggesting that there are 
other places that students can occupy space. Yes, 
technically.

But that misses the heart of the whole issue 
entirely.

You can provide a Black student with another 
room. But that room is not necessarily the same 

because it holds a di�erent kind of signi�cance. You 
can issue a formally written and correctly worded 
announcement, but that’s of no great comfort. 
And that “professional” explanation behind any 
decision, however valid it may be, can still provide 
Black students with an opportunity to see the bigger 
picture.

From the perspective of Black students, I see 
all of this because I know that culturally signi�cant 
spaces can be changed very quickly from being 
celebrated and special to being seen as simply an 
optional component of campus life.

LSU can talk about being an inclusive 
institution. LSU can talk about diversity. LSU 
can showcase African American history with Black 
History Month.

But if the actual spaces where that community 
thrives continue to shrink and grow more inaccessible 
each day, well what in the world is being celebrated? 
We need to stop allowing anyone to expect that 
Black students will keep quiet in acceptance and 
give thanks for our allowance to still exist on the 
outskirts of campus. �at’s not inclusion.

�at’s accommodation.
�at’s about accommodation not about 

inclusion. Unity Field. �at was the �rst step. Next 
comes the African American Cultural Center.

LSU should probably stop telling students to 
give their process a chance and instead give them a 
reason to give the current direction a chance.

Because sooner or later, none of this can be 
attributed to chance.

Because when the spaces keep disappearing, 
eventually, we have to stop asking what’s next—and 
start asking who’s next.

Based on reporting by Southern University - 
SouthernDIGEST.

Young Black Men Suffering in Silence a Curse That Can Be Broken

How Much of Our 
Community Are We 
Expected to Give Up

By Sylvester Brown, Jr.
�e St. Louis American Black Press USA Wire

Bolanle Ambonisye knew she had stumbled 
onto something when parents began using her 
name to get their children to behave.

“Lil’ Johnny was acting up last night. I told him 
I’m going to tell Mama Bolanle and he straightened 
right up,” she recalled parents telling her when she 
was a teacher at the Frederick Douglass Institute.

Ambonisye didn’t take it as a compliment.
“It’s backward,” she said. “I’m supposed to tell 

that child if you don’t straighten up, I’m going to 
tell your mom or your dad.”

�e experience helped shape an idea 
Ambonisye would eventually turn into U&I-RISE, 
an education business o�ering parenting programs, 
books and training for schools and educators, with 
a particular focus on Black families.

Nearly three decades after she began developing 
her approach, Ambonisye has taken the business 
from parent workshops to public school contracts 
and educator training. Now she’s working to expand 
its reach online.

Ambonisye didn’t come to her theories by 
chance.

After traveling extensively with her military 
mom, Ambonisye, then Kelly Andrea Moore, left 
Germany with her mother and settled in St. Louis 
in 1979. She was in eighth grade with ambitions of 
becoming a teacher.

�at dream was dashed at Clinton Elementary, 
now closed, and Roosevelt High School, where she 
said disrespectful and unruly classmates led her to 
believe she’d “wind up behind bars” if she taught in 
city public schools as an adult.

After a stint at Florissant Valley Community 
College, Ambonisye became pregnant with her �rst 
child, Folami, and vowed her child would never 
attend a public school.

She was later introduced to the Frederick 
Douglass Institute, a tuition-based independent 
school centered on African-centered education.

“I got immersed in ‘Black stu�,’” she said with 

a laugh.
Ambonisye enrolled Folami there while taking 

an evening course for parents on African-centered 
education. She said the school’s founders were so 
impressed with her homeschooled daughter that 
they asked Ambonisye to bring what she had done 
with Folami into the classroom.

She became a full-time teacher certi�ed through 
the Council of Independent Black Institutions.

As the years passed, experiences like the “Mama 
Bolanle” comments led her to conclude that “as 
parents, we had given away our power.”

“We were undermining our power without 
even realizing it,” she said.

Ambonisye came to believe parents needed 
to “teach their children to obey them,” helping 
children develop the self-discipline needed to pay 
attention, cooperate, and do well in school.

“At home it’s called ‘obedience,’ everywhere else 
it’s called ‘following instructions.’”

In 2007, she turned those ideas into her �rst 
educational program and parenting guide, “Tapping 
Our Parental Power (TOPP) In A Nutshell.” Rather 
than focusing primarily on children’s misbehavior, 
TOPP asks parents to examine their own actions.

In a testimonial posted on U&I-RISE’s website, 
Brandi J., the mother of a teenage son, said TOPP 
taught her “patience” and how to deal with her son’s 
emotions while learning to “get myself together 
�rst.”

“I am and will be a better parent,” she said.
In 2011, Ambonisye founded U&I-RISE with 

the admittedly ambitious purpose of helping solve 
“Black community and family problems.”

Public schools became customers. She 
marketed parent-engagement workshops �rst in the 
Ferguson-Florissant School District and later in St. 
Louis Public Schools.

Securing contracts was one thing. Getting 
parents to participate was another.

Ambonisye said many Black parents reacted 
to a stigma associated with seeking parenting 
education. Looking for solutions, she took a job 

as a family support specialist at Bertha Knox Gilkey 
Pamoja Preparatory Academy, an African-centered 
SLPS school.

With the superintendent’s approval, the school 
required parents to participate in her orientation 
workshop before their children could enroll. Some 
responded begrudgingly, she said, but attendance 
improved. �e requirement remains in place today.

Over the years, U&I-RISE expanded into 
school-home engagement and educator training.

One program is FLARES, a classroom 
management system that Ambonisye developed 
with Rashida Chatman, an SLPS curriculum 
specialist. Chatman said it was designed to help 
educators create “cohesive, manageable and safe 
classroom spaces for students who look like us.”

DeAndria Wallace, assistant principal at 
Pamoja, praised Ambonisye and FLARES.

“She is very organized and in tune with the 

needs of the community,” Wallace said. “Her 
program is easy to follow and implement, and it gets 
results when done with �delity.”

�e marketplace has changed considerably 
since Ambonisye started. Parents can now �nd 
parenting courses, videos, social media groups, 
and other resources online, including programs 
speci�cally for Black families.

�at leaves Ambonisye working to carve out 
an online niche for U&I-RISE’s African-centered, 
Black parent-focused material. She continues 
using feedback from parent groups and workshop 
participants to hone and promote her courses, 
books and workshops.

�e delivery methods may have changed, but 
the mission she set for U&I-RISE remains the 
same: helping solve “Black community and family 
problems.”

Based on 

�e Business of Educating Black Parents, Teachers and Kids
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By SanAntonio Observer Sta�
Black Press USA Wire

Tournament Expands Creator Access As Viral 
Disruptions Prompt New Reminders About Tennis 
Etiquette

�e U.S. Open’s e�ort to bring more social 
media creators into one of tennis’ biggest events is 
generating plenty of attention — just not always for 
what is happening on the court.

�e tournament nearly doubled its o�cial 
content creator program this year, growing from 
54 creators in 2025 to roughly 100 in 2026. But 
viral videos showing guests �lming content, posing 
for photos, and using bright lights during matches 
have triggered criticism from longtime tennis fans 
and prompted organizers to reinforce rules against 
disruptive behavior.

�e debate has also drawn responses from two 
of the sport’s most recognizable Black stars, Naomi 
Osaka and Coco Gau�, who say creators can help 
tennis reach new audiences — as long as they 
respect the game’s traditions.

Viral Videos Put U.S. Open In�uencers Under 
Scrutiny

One of the biggest controversies erupted 
during Osaka’s �rst-round match against Anastasia 
Zakharova at Arthur Ashe Stadium.

Play was brie�y interrupted after a disturbance 
from a luxury suite, where a group of women could 
be seen recording themselves during play. Video of 
the incident quickly spread across social media.

Another viral clip showed a woman posing 
for photographs inside Arthur Ashe Stadium while 
Madison Keys competed against Alina Korneeva 
below. A bright light was being used as play 
continued.

@katticusp�nch Tennis etiquette is that you 
don’t even GET UP IN THE MIDDLE OF A 
POINT but now at @US Open apparently it’s 
ring lights and photo shoots everywhere in the 
MIDDLE OF A POINT.  Listen, I love bringing 
new people to the open and I’m all for getting more 
people into tennis because it’s such a fun sport to 
watch but if you’re going to disrespect the players, 
you shouldn’t come to the match. And I LOVE 
content creators bringing tennis to everyone on 
social media but if you’re not going to be respectful 
of the game being played thats NOT OKAY. You 
can see ring lights from all over the stadium and 
the umpire and players made it very clear that it’s 
a HUGE DISTRACTION and it’s now impacting 
the players ability to play the game we are all here 
to see. And apparently the us open and USTA are 
just �ne with it because their sta� is helping it 
happen.  @in�uencersinthewild @Tennis Channel  
#nyccontentcreator #naomiosaka #usopen 
#tennistiktok #usopentennis � original sound – 
�ere I Ruined It   �e incidents fueled complaints 
that content creation was beginning to interfere 
with a sport where spectators traditionally remain 
quiet during points and avoid �ash photography.

Also Read: Naomi Osaka Turns Heads With 
Gray Hoodie and Iverson-Inspired Cornrows at 
U.S. Open �e U.S. Open responded by posting 
additional notices around the stadium and VIP 
suites, reminding spectators that �ash photography, 
ring lights, and other distracting lighting are 
prohibited during matches.

Not everyone caught up in the controversy was 
part of the tournament’s o�cial creator program. 
�e women �lmed in the suite during Osaka’s 
match, for example, were guests rather than o�cially 
credentialed U.S. Open in�uencers.

Creators Meg Radice and Audrey Jongens also 
made headlines after losing their tournament access. 
�e pair initially said they believed their credentials 
had been revoked after they posted photographs 
of their passes online. �e USTA later said they 
had actually been improperly placed on a food 
vendor’s sta� credential list and that vendors are not 
authorized to credential media members or content 

creators.
Osaka And Gau� See Opportunity — With 

Some Rules
Despite the backlash, Osaka said social media 

creators could help introduce tennis to people who 
otherwise might not follow the sport.

“It could be a good thing for people to make 
the sport of tennis popular to their speci�c audience, 
but I think it has to be managed a lot better,” Osaka 
said. “You want people to continue to grow the 
sport. I just think it has to be in a way that everyone 
knows the rules and the etiquette.”

View this post on Instagram            A post 
shared by Yahoo Sports (@yahoosports)

Gau� o�ered a similar assessment, saying she 
welcomes creators and the new audiences they can 
bring.

“I think it’s great to have a di�erent demographic 
come to the sport,” Gau� said, adding that many of 
the creators she follows already understand tennis 
etiquette.

She also said that brands inviting guests to 
major tournaments have some responsibility to 
ensure newcomers understand what is expected.

“With anything, any venue you go to, like if 
you’re being invited to red carpet, you wouldn’t 
show up in jeans,” Gau� said. “So I think it’s just 
follow the etiquette of the sport.”

Gau�’s comments re�ect a broader tension 
for the tournament: tennis organizations want 
the visibility in�uencers can provide, particularly 
among younger audiences, without allowing 
content creation to interfere with competition.

�at outreach comes as Black players continue 
to hold an increasingly visible place in American 
tennis. Gau�, Osaka, Madison Keys, Taylor 
Townsend and Frances Tiafoe are among the sport’s 
most recognizable names, while participation 
among Black Americans has also been growing.

�e USTA reported that about 3.7 million 
Black Americans played tennis in 2025, an increase 
of more than 450,000 from the previous year.

For the U.S. Open, the lesson emerging from 
this year’s in�uencer experiment may be less about 
whether creators belong at tennis tournaments 
and more about making sure everyone who enters 
Arthur Ashe Stadium understands the same basic 
rule: create the content, but don’t become part of 
the match.

Based on reporting by San Antonio Observer.

U.S. Open In�uencers Spark Backlash over Ring 
Lights, Filming as Gau� and Osaka Speak Out

(Courtesy photo)

By Isaiah Louison
Black Press USA Wire

Excitement �lled the air at the inaugural Big 
Cat Classic, where the Clark Atlanta University 
Panthers defeated the Morehouse College Maroon 
Tigers 31-21 to earn their third consecutive victory 
against Morehouse.

Clark Atlanta struck �rst in explosive fashion 
when Trayvon Pinder broke free for a 94-yard 
rushing touchdown, giving the Panthers an early 
7-0 lead.

Morehouse responded with a �eld goal before 
Chase Devaughn found the end zone on the 
ground, keeping the Maroon Tigers within striking 
distance.

�e two teams continued exchanging blows 
through three quarters. Devaughn scored his 
second rushing touchdown of the afternoon to cut 
Clark Atlanta’s lead to three and give Morehouse 
an opportunity to complete the comeback.

�e Panthers quickly answered.
Clark Atlanta quarterback Xzavier Jackson 

connected with Chry’Shawn Sellers for a 50-yard 
touchdown, swinging the momentum back toward 
the Panthers and putting Clark Atlanta �rmly in 
control.

�e Panthers held on from there, securing the 

31-21 victory and another year of bragging rights 
over their neighbors across the street.

But even with the intensity surrounding 
the game, students believe the rivalry represents 
something larger than wins and losses.

“An example of what it is to disagree with one 
another and have a friendly battle but at the end 
of the day come back in love and unity so we can 
come together and elevate the Black community 
and push it forward,” said Demarion King, a senior 
at Morehouse College.

Morehouse and Clark Atlanta’s rivalry spans 
generations. In 1900, then-Atlanta Baptist College 
defeated then-Clark University 56-0 in their �rst 
rivalry game. Both schools shared a winning streak, 
with Clark Atlanta holding the longest at 12 games 
from 1942 to 1953.

For a few hours, Morehouse and Clark Atlanta 
battled for bragging rights. Despite the game’s �nal 
score, both institutions remain part of the larger 
AUC community.

Scores change, players graduate and another 
team eventually earns the bragging rights, but for 
those who experience the rivalry themselves, the 
tradition never really ends.

Based on reporting by Morehouse College - 
�e Maroon Tiger.

CAU Panthers Extend Win 
Streak to Three Against 
Maroon Tigers at 
Inaugural Big Cat Classic

Prairie View coach Tremaine Jackson says the way his team trained and prepared was di�erence in their dominance Labor Day Classic win over rival Texas 
Southern. (Photo Credit: Jimmie Aggison/Defender)

By Terrance Harris
Black Press USA Wire

PRAIRIE VIEW — On the surface, it seems 
like Prairie View’s dominant 52-14 win over Texas 
Southern in the 41st Labor Day Classic was a bold 
statement about what’s to come.

But in Prairie View coach Tremaine Jackson’s 
mind, the resounding early-season showing against 
a rival, SWAC opponent, and West Division foe was 
more of a testament to what it took for the Panthers 
to rise to the occasion like they did Sunday morning 
on an ESPN national platform.

“�at they will punch you in your face,” 
Jackson said when I asked what he learned about his 
team. “I’m not trying to sound any kind of way by 
saying that. You don’t get to see behind the scenes 
with this squad. You didn’t get to see fall camp; you 
didn’t get to see summer training.

“So a lot of what I saw today is what we built 
in the summer and the spring when we go through 
D.O.G. training. We made them tap out. It ain’t no 
secret about that.”

�e Panthers, the defending SWAC 
Champions, showed why they are the favorites to 
repeat as conference champs again and to represent 
the SWAC in the Black College Football national 
championship. �ey stole the drama out of this 
storied rivalry from the outset – literally – when 
Jahbari Kuykendall took the opening kicko� 90 
yards for the touchdown.

It never felt like this one was going to be close 
from there. �ese are two good West Division teams 
that could �nish one-two again.

Prairie View is just that much better in Year 
Two of Tremaine Jackson.

“We dominated. Our preparation. We prepare 
like nobody else,” said Prairie View running back 
Chase Bingmon, who rushed for 60 yards and a 
touchdown on 10 carries. “�e way we are built 
up, the way we are coached up; we’re prepared. We 
dominated.”

What was telling about Sunday’s performance 
was that Prairie View just kind of did what it wanted 
to do when it wanted to do it. Texas Southern, 
behind the ground attack of running back Athean 
Renfro and quarterback Cam’Ron McCoy, won the 
rushing battle 216 yards to 160 and dominated the 
time of possession 40:22 to 17:35.

Yet it wasn’t even close.
Quarterback Tevin Carter, in his �rst season as 

the solidi�ed starter, was the pure de�nition of a 
dual threat as he picked up key yards on the ground, 
including a 24-yard touchdown, while he showed us 
what he can do with his arm and decision-making 
by completing 16 of 22 passes for 217 yards and 
four touchdowns.

�e Panthers’ defense, which has shown some 
susceptibility to the rush over the past two weeks, 
showed it can pull it together and make plays 
when necessary. �e unit kept McCoy mostly in 
check, with Malachi Williams and J.J. Jean-Louis 
combining for four of the six sacks on him.

“We forcefully dominated. We took their will,” 
said Jackson, whose team improved to 1-1 overall 
after losing its season-opening game at Tarleton 
State last week. “And we still didn’t play in the 
manner that we wanted to play. So I’m excited 
about where we still can go because we have a long 
way to go still.”

�ings toughen up for the Panthers 
considerably next week when they head to Waco 
to take on the Baylor Bears of the Big 12. �ese 
are commonly known as money games, where FCS 
schools line up for a beatdown and a nice payday 
for their trouble.

But Jackson has a message for the Bears if they 

think it’s going to be that easy.
“I tell you what, we are not going to Baylor 

to pick up no checks. So don’t write that story,” 
Jackson said. “Don’t write no story about us; we’re 
just going to have a good showing. We are going to 
Baylor to get a win. �at’s how we do things. �at’s 
how these guys prepare.”

In the meantime, TSU and head coach Cris 
Dishman are having to �gure out some things 
after coming into the SWAC opener feeling pretty 
good after a 42-30 season-opening win over North 
Carolina Central. �e Tigers will play two of their 
next three games out of conference, beginning with 
a trip to El Paso next week to take on UTEP.

As bad a loss as Sunday was, Dishman said the 
best thing his players can do is put it behind them.

“�e message was, we’ve got a game next week 
because one loss can turn into two losses,” Dishman 
said. “I don’t play Prairie View again until next year.

“I know on Twitter and social media, they play 

each other all of the time, but I don’t. I don’t have 
to worry about Prairie View, and I wish them the 
best of luck. But I do hope they slip up so that we 
can slip in.”

Jackson is sitting comfortably at the top of the 
West and does not currently need any help to get to 
where he wants to be.

“We get to sit it out and watch others �ght it 
out for a little bit because we go non-conference 
for the next two weeks,” he said. “�is is what we 
wanted to do. �e winner of this game was going to 
put themselves in the driver’s seat in the West and 
control their own destiny and not need any help. 
�at’s what we wanted to do. We don’t ever want 
any help from anybody else.

“We can’t rely on other people. We can only 
rely on what we do within our program.”

Based on reporting by Houston Defender.
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By Monica Soni, MD 
Covered California Chief Medical O�cer

�e summer before I started medical school, I 
learned something surprising about my own health 
history. As part of the enrollment process, I had 
to provide immunization records and blood tests 
showing immunity. �at’s when I discovered I did 
not have all my childhood vaccinations. I had always 
assumed I was fully vaccinated, and weeks before 
beginning my medical training, I was catching up 
on vaccines I thought I had received years earlier.

Looking back, I wonder what in�uenced my 
mother when she was making those decisions.  What 
concerns went unanswered? As both a physician and 
a parent now, I understand that families need clear 
information, trusted guidance, and the opportunity 
to ask questions before making important health 
decisions for their children.

Between school supplies, afterschool schedules, 
and everything else that comes with a new school 
year, I encourage families to check your child’s 
immunization record, schedule a well-child visit if 
needed, and ask questions.

Which vaccines does my child need? What are 
the side e�ects? What happens if we wait? How do 
you know they are safe?

As a physician, I welcome that conversation 
because listening is part of good health care. 
Trust cannot be assumed. It must be built 
through relationships, respect, and access to clear 
information.

With changing federal vaccine guidance, it 
is understandable that parents have questions. I 
want California families to know that  California’s 
school and child-care vaccine requirements have 
not changed. Vaccines remain an important part of 
keeping our children healthy. 

Here are common vaccines recommended for 
school-aged children and their protection:

DTaP:  Protects children against three serious 

diseases: diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (also 
known as whooping cough). Immunity against 
these diseases decreases over time, so a booster shot 
is recommended every 10 years.

MMR: Protects against measles, mumps, and 
rubella, which can all cause serious illness. �is 
vaccine can keep your child from missing out on 
school or childcare, and you from missing work to 
care for a sick child.

Polio:  Polio causes a serious disease which 
may lead to muscle pain, weakness, or paralysis, 
including impacting the muscles that help us 
breathe. Children should get four doses of the 
vaccine for full protection.

Varicella: Protects against the virus that leads to 
chickenpox. Two doses of the vaccine are typically 
e�ective at preventing chickenpox.

Meningococcal:  Protects against bacterial 

infections caused by  Neisseria meningitidis, 
including meningitis. �e CDC recommends 
meningococcal vaccination for all preteens and 
teens, as well as other children and adults at 
increased risk.

Hepatitis B:  Protects against Hepatitis B, a 
contagious liver disease that may lead to serious 
complications such as cirrhosis or liver cancer. 
Studies show that Hepatitis immunity lasts for at 
least 30 years among healthy people who started 
vaccination at less than 6 months of age.

HPV:  Prevents 90 percent of cancers caused 
by human papillomavirus in both boys and girls, 
recommended by pediatricians for children starting 
at age 9.

All routine childhood vaccines continue to 
be available at no cost to families, whether they 
have insurance or not, through programs such 
as Vaccines for Children. Families can also �nd 
vaccine locations and access their child’s digital 
vaccine record through My Turn.

Staying up to date on vaccines helps children 
stay healthy and protects their classmates, teachers, 
and others in our communities who may be more 
vulnerable to serious illness.

My family and Black families across California 
make preventive health care decisions for our 
children every day. Nothing matters more to me 
than seeing my children and every child grow, learn, 
and become healthy adults with every opportunity 
ahead of them.

Dr. Monica Soni, MD, is the Chief Medical 
O�cer for Covered California, where she leads 
e�orts in health equity, quality transformation, and 
clinical innovation. As a board-certi�ed internal 
medicine physician and health care leader with over 
a decade of experience, Dr. Soni is committed to 
improving a�ordability, access, and health outcomes 
for all Californians.

Giving Our Black Children the Healthiest Start We Can

(Shutterstock)

By  Austin Gage
California Black Media

In November, California voters will decide on 
Proposition (Prop) 45, also known as the “Building 
an A�ordable California Act” or the Expedited 
Environmental Review Process for Certain Projects 
Initiative.

If approved, the initiative would change the 
environmental review process established under 
the California Environmental Quality Act, or 
CEQA. Enacted in 1970, CEQA requires state and 
local agencies to identify and disclose the potential 
environmental e�ects of projects they propose to 
carry out, fund or approve. Agencies must also 
consider feasible alternatives and measures to 
avoid or reduce signi�cant environmental harm. 
�e law generally applies to projects that require 
discretionary government approval and could 
cause a direct or indirect physical change to the 
environment.

Under CEQA, a lead agency is the “public 
agency which has the principal responsibility for 
carrying out or approving a project.” A responsible 
agency is a “public agency which proposes to carry 
out or approve a project, for which a lead agency is 
preparing or has prepared an EIR [environmental 
impact report] or negative declaration.”

�e Committee to Build an A�ordable 
California is leading the Yes on Proposition 
45campaign. Supporters include Assemblymember 
Bu�y Wicks (D-Oakland); the Agricultural Council 
of California; American Clean Power California; 
the California Building Industry Association; the 
California Chamber of Commerce; the California 
Council for A�ordable Housing; the Housing 
Action Coalition; and Reform California.

“Californians have too long paid the price 
for bureaucratic red tape and delays, and they’re 
ready for solutions. Voters are eager to modernize 
the project approval process so we can build what 
we need, bring costs down, and make California 
more a�ordable. We can protect the environment 
and good-paying jobs while delivering the essential 
projects California urgently needs,” said Jennifer 
Barrera, president and CEO of the California 
Chamber of Commerce.

Supporters argue that accelerating the review 
process would reduce costs and help address the 
state’s housing shortage. �ey contend that each 

year of delay forces Californians to wait longer 
and pay more for essential projects. Backers say the 
initiative would lower housing and infrastructure 
costs by expediting environmental reviews while 
preserving existing environmental and community 
protections.

“Prop 45 modernizes California’s project 
approval process by establishing clear, enforceable 
timelines and creating a faster, more predictable 
process for resolving legal challenges,” said Jenna 
Abbott, executive director of the California Council 
for A�ordable Housing. 

“Prop 45 won’t solve every challenge 
contributing to California’s housing crisis, but 
it addresses one of the biggest: a broken project 
approval process that drives up costs, delays essential 
projects and leaves Californians paying the price,” 
Abbott added. 

People Over Polluters is leading the No on 
Proposition 45 campaign. Other opponents 
include the California Democratic Party, the State 
Building and Construction Trades Council of 
California, the California Public Interest Research 
Group, Clean Water Action, Clean and Healthy 
California, the National Parks Conservation 
Association and Sierra Club California. 

Opponents argue that the measure would 
sacri�ce environmental protections and public 
oversight in the interest of speed. �ey contend that 
Proposition 45 could make it easier for polluting or 
environmentally harmful projects to adversely a�ect 
communities. �ey also emphasize the importance 
of maintaining existing review and public comment 
periods, as well as the public’s ability to challenge 
project approvals in court.

“We know that what they are really trying to 
do is eliminate a lot of the environmental safeguards 
that have existed for a long time. People have 
to read long technical documents to get a better 
understanding of whether a project is right or wrong 
for their community. It takes time for us to do 
discovery and have conversations with neighbors. 
Our input needs to be valued,” Miguel Miguel, 
director of Sierra Club California, said.

Opponents have speci�cally raised concerns 
about potential exposure to air pollution, water 
pollution and toxic chemicals.

Prop 45 would calculate permitting and 
environmental review deadlines in business 

days rather than calendar days. To accelerate the 
process, lead agencies would be required to issue 
permit decisions when environmental reviews are 
completed instead of afterward. If an agency missed 
a deadline, the applicant could grant additional 
time or request a �nal agency hearing.

�e measure would also allow applicants to 
challenge adverse agency decisions in court and 
require those cases to be resolved within 270 days. 

For qualifying projects, it would limit public 
comment periods to 45 days and allow applicants to 
propose a single alternative for consideration in an 
environmental impact report.

Prop 45 would also establish new tribal 
consultation requirements. Qualifying projects 
would �rst be screened to identify potentially 
a�ected federally recognized tribes, followed by 
formal consultation when required. Any measures 
approved to protect tribal cultural resources 
would be legally enforceable, and project approval 

would depend on the lead agency completing the 
consultation process in good faith.

According to the nonpartisan Legislative 
Analyst’s O�ce (LAO), eligible applicants could 
choose between the proposition’s new procedures 
and the existing review process. �e measure 
would tighten deadlines for environmental reviews, 
permits and court challenges while changing what 
courts may consider in related lawsuits. 

A “yes” vote supports creating new review and 
court-challenge procedures for certain public and 
private projects, including tighter environmental 
review deadlines and limits on the scope of judicial 
review.

A “no” vote supports retaining the existing 
project-review and court-challenge procedures.

On Your November Ballot: Prop 45 Would Speed 
Up Environmental and Public Project Reviews


