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By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

CARSON — Cobi Jones, one of the most 
recognizable figures in American soccer and a 
foundational star of the LA Galaxy, received one of 
the club’s highest honors Sunday as a 9-foot bronze 
statue was unveiled outside Dignity Health Sports 
Park.

The ceremony took place ahead of the Galaxy’s 
match against Real Salt Lake and drew fans, 
former teammates, Major League Soccer officials 

and members of the Southern California soccer 
community. The statue, created by artists Oscar Leon 
and Omri Amrany of Rotblatt Amrany Studio, now 
stands in Legends Plaza alongside statues of Galaxy 
icons David Beckham and Landon Donovan.

For Jones, the moment was more than a 
personal tribute. It was a celebration of Los Angeles’ 
role in helping grow soccer across the country.

“We showed the world that Los Angeles — 
and the LA Galaxy — this is a soccer hotbed,” Jones 
said during the ceremony. “This is the place where 

soccer can grow and thrive within the United States, 
and in my humble opinion, the LA Galaxy is the 
pinnacle of MLS.”

Jones played his entire Major League Soccer 
career with the Galaxy from 1996 to 2007, 
becoming one of the league’s early stars and a steady 
presence during MLS’ formative years. Over 334 
appearances for Los Angeles, he scored 70 goals and 
helped lead the Galaxy to MLS Cup championships 
in 2002 and 2005. He also helped the club win two 
U.S. Open Cups and a Concacaf Champions Cup.

Born in Detroit and raised in Southern 
California, Jones graduated from Westlake High 
School before starring at UCLA. His speed, 
creativity and signature dreadlocks made him a fan 
favorite, while his consistency helped define the 
Galaxy’s identity in the club’s first decade.

Jones also became a major figure for the U.S. 
Men’s National Team, representing the country in 
the 1994, 1998 and 2002 FIFA World Cups. He 

was named U.S. Soccer Athlete of the Year in 1998 
and was a five-time MLS All-Star. In 2002, he 
helped the United States capture the CONCACAF 
Gold Cup title.

MLS Commissioner Don Garber attended the 
unveiling and praised Jones as one of the players 
who helped build the league’s foundation.

“I always believed that you can’t celebrate your 
future without properly honoring our past,” Garber 
said. “And what better player and what better man 
to honor today other than Cobi Jones?”

After retiring in 2007, Jones remained 
connected to the Galaxy as a coach for two seasons. 
In 2011, he was inducted into the National Soccer 
Hall of Fame, cementing his place among the most 
influential players in U.S. soccer history.

The statue adds another permanent reminder 
of Jones’ impact — not only on the Galaxy, but on 
the growth of the sport in Los Angeles and across 
the nation.

Shohei Ohtani hit an opposite-field home run on the CUBS Hoby Milner’s first pitch in the seventh inning

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

LOS ANGELES — After a rough stretch, the 
Los Angeles Dodgers found a needed reset behind 
strong starting pitching and timely hitting.

Tyler Glasnow and Tanner Scott combined on 
a one-hitter as the Dodgers avoided a three-game 
series sweep with a 3-0 win over the San Francisco 
Giants. Glasnow was dominant, striking out nine 
and allowing just one hit and one walk over eight 
scoreless innings. He threw 105 pitches, 69 for 
strikes, and retired the final 14 batters he faced. 
Scott handled the ninth inning for his first save of 
the season.

The win gave the Dodgers their second shutout 
of the season and helped them leave San Francisco 
with a measure of momentum after a difficult road 
series.

Kyle Tucker and Hyeseong Kim had two hits 
apiece, while Kim and Dalton Rushing each drove 
in a run. Shohei Ohtani went 0 for 5 with two 
strikeouts, continuing a brief skid at the plate.

The Dodgers then returned home and took two 
of three from the Chicago Cubs, showing signs of 
balance from both the lineup and pitching staff.

After dropping the series opener, 6-4, Los 
Angeles bounced back in a big way. Roki Sasaki 
earned his second major league victory as the 
Dodgers erupted for six runs in the fourth inning 
and beat the Cubs, 12-4, snapping Chicago’s 10-
game winning streak.

Ohtani ended an 0-for-12 skid with a first-
inning single and stole second base for just his 
second steal of the season. He was one of several 
Dodgers to contribute as Los Angeles collected 14 
hits and set a season high for runs at home.

Sasaki gave up four runs, including solo home 
runs by Seiya Suzuki, Moisés Ballesteros and Miguel 
Amaya, but battled through his longest outing of the 
year. The Japanese right-hander struck out five and 
threw a career-high 99 pitches on his bobblehead 
night.

The Dodgers’ offense kept the pressure on. 
After scoring six times in the fourth, they added 
four more runs in the sixth. Andy Pages delivered 
a two-run double, then later scored on a wild pitch.

Los Angeles closed the series with another 
statement from the mound. Justin Wrobleski tossed 
six scoreless innings in a 6-0 win Sunday, becoming 

the first Dodgers pitcher since 2009 to win his first 
four starts. Wrobleski allowed four hits, struck out 
six and walked four while throwing a career-high 
109 pitches.

Wrobleski and Cubs starter Shota Imanaga 
both struggled with command early, combining to 
throw 100 pitches through the first two innings. 

But Wrobleski settled in, and the Dodgers gave him 
enough support to cruise.

Ohtani added a highlight in the seventh, 
driving an opposite-field home run to left-center 
field on the first pitch from Hoby Milner. The 382-
foot shot cut through the wind and ended Ohtani’s 
homerless stretch. He finished 3 for 4 with a walk 
and scored twice.

Dalton Rushing added an RBI single, and Kyle 
Tucker scored after a pickoff error by Cubs catcher 
Carson Kelly.

After losing four of five, the Dodgers responded 
by winning three of their next four, including two 
shutouts. With the pitching staff settling in and the 
lineup beginning to wake up, Los Angeles steadied 
the ship at an important point early in the season.

Cobi Jones Honored With Statue 
at Dignity Health Sports Park

Dodgers Steady the Ship With 
Strong Pitching, Series Win
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On the Frontlines of Hate: On the Frontlines of Hate: 
NAACP Links Victims 
to Critical Support

Carmen-Nicole Cox helps survivors of hate with 
their legal options.  (Photo Credit: Courtesy of 
Carmen-Nicole Cox)

LaJuana Bivens says the work of NAACP is as 
urgent as ever. (Photo Credit: Regina Wilson/
California Black Media)

NAACP members at a recent advocacy day in 
Sacramento urging lawmakers to protect voting 
rights. (Photo Credit: California Black Media)

Cultivating the advocacy and leaderships of young people is central to NAACP’s mission to fight racism 
and dismantle inequality. (Photo Credit: California Black Media)

By Joe Kocurek
California Black Media

The California/Hawaii State Conference of the 
NAACP (CA/HI NAACP) has expanded its efforts 
to respond to rising hate incidents and civil rights 
complaints across California, supported in part by 
funding from California’s Stop the Hate Program.

 Through that grant, NAACP CA/HI has 
strengthened its ability to connect individuals 
experiencing hate or discrimination with critical 
resources. This includes referring those who file 
complaints to the CA vs Hate hotline, a statewide, 
non-emergency hate crime and incident reporting 
hotline and online portal created to help counter 
a more than 50% increase in reported hate crimes 
in California between 2020 and 2024. The system 
helps ensure incidents are documented and victims 
are guided toward appropriate support.

 LaJuana Bivens, who has served in a number 
of roles within the NAACP, said California has seen 
an increase in civil rights violations and hate-related 
incidents.

 “We have 52 branches and they are constantly 
receiving complaints,” she said. “So, without the 
Stop the Hate we would not be able to refer those 
cases up to attorneys at the state level. A lot of the 
people would not have had an opportunity to be 
heard.”

 Carmen-Nicole Cox, an attorney who works 
with NAACP CA/HI—as a a part of  California’s 
Stop the Hate Program—provides legal consultation 
to victims of hate incidents and discrimination 
through her legal practice, The Cox Firm for Law 
and Policy.

 She said the complaints she receives span a 
wide range of issues.

 “People are having home builders and 
landlords refusing to provide repairs, a student was 
denied promotion in an academic program, and 
targeted scrutiny at work,” she said. “It’s typically 
employment; it’s housing; it’s education.

 “We’ll meet and they’ll share their experiences,” 
she said. “And then I make assessments about possible legal claims.”

 According to the California Civil Rights 
Department (CRD), nearly 1,200 reports of hate 
against minority groups were submitted in 2024 
through the CA vs Hate hotline and online portal 
for non-emergency incidents.

 While the California/Hawaii State Conference 
of the NAACP, which has tens of thousands 
of members, does not directly investigate hate 
incidents or crimes, it plays a key role in connecting 
victims to the state’s reporting systems and support 
services.

 The NAACP CA/HI has a long and well-
established record of supporting victims of 
discrimination and hate crimes — providing critical 
referrals and, when necessary, direct assistance 
through legal advocacy and other forms of support.

 Beyond responding to incidents, the 
organization continues to advocate on broader 
civil rights issues, including voting rights and legal 
protections. It has also worked to counter efforts at 
the state and federal levels that could weaken the 
voting power of communities of color.

 Bivens recently traveled to Sacramento to speak 
with state lawmakers about voting rights during an 
advocacy day event hosted by the organization.

 “It’s just so hard for communities of color 

to be up to date because of all of the confusing 
information coming from the federal level,” she 
said. “I love our great state of California because 
here it is possible to vote by mail and to vote early.

 “And I’m seeing that trying to be eroded. So, 
I’m here to urge continued support for vote by mail 
and early voting.”

 When Texas moved to redraw congressional 
districts in ways critics said would dilute minority 
voting strength, NAACP CA/HI supported the 
passage of Proposition 50 in California. The 
organization also intervened in United States v. 
Shirley Weber, where federal officials sought access 
to unredacted California voter records, including 
Social Security numbers, raising concerns about 
misuse and voter intimidation.

 A federal district court dismissed that case in 
January 2026.

 The organization’s current work builds on a 

long history of civil rights advocacy. Founded in New 
York City on Feb. 12, 1909 — the 100th anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln’s birth — the NAACP was 
established to secure the rights promised under the 
13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments following the 
Civil War.

 While those protections were written into 
law, they required sustained advocacy to enforce, 
particularly during the post-Reconstruction era 
when Jim Crow laws, racial violence, and systemic 
discrimination undermined progress.

 Over the decades, the NAACP expanded 
nationwide, including in California, where 
local branches helped dismantle segregation and 
discriminatory barriers in housing, education, and 
employment. The organization also contributed to 
legal challenges that weakened the “separate but 
equal” doctrine established in Plessy v. Ferguson.

 Today, Bivens says, the organization’s mission 
remains as urgent as ever.

 “We are the oldest, boldest, most feared Civil 
Rights organization,” Bivens said. “What we do 
every day is fight for better housing, education, 
economic development and political inclusion. We 
take it on because there are just so many people who 
need that support.

 “You would be amazed that our phones ring 
every single day.”

 Get Support After Hate:
California vs Hate is a non-emergency, 

multilingual hotline and online portal offering 
confidential support for hate crimes and incidents. 
Victims and witnesses can get help anonymously 
by calling 833-8-NO-HATE (833-866-4283), 
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m.–6 p.m. PT, or online at 
any time. Anonymous. Confidential. No Police. No 
ICE.

This story was produced in partnership with 
CA vs Hate. Join them for the first-ever CA Civil 
Rights Summit on May 11, 2026. More information 
at www.cavshate.org/summit.


