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By Shikha D
Wealth-building strategies that Black 

investors need to consider are real estate, stock 
market investing, long-term strategies, and 
entrepreneurship.  The investing world is rapidly 
changing to fit the growing needs of new investors. 
The great news is that in 2026, more and more 
Black investors are taking an active role in managing 
their finances and investing in real estate, stocks, 
and other beneficial markets.  Some reasons why 
Black investors are making smart financial moves in 
recent years are greater access to financial education, 
investing apps, online communities, and growing 
conversations around generational wealth.  Are 
you ready to get some financial investment advice 
and start making some generous money moves 
towards your financial freedom?  Stock Market 
InvestingHistorically, many barriers contributed 
to lower market participation among some 
communities, such as:Lack of access

Limited financial education
Distrust of traditional financial institutions
However, mobile investing platforms, 

educational content creators, and social media 
discussions have helped make investing feel 
more accessible to first-time investors. That’s the 
brilliant thing about the tech age.No matter who 
you are or where you live, you can start investing 
in the market, as long as you have the minimum 
amount of funds to begin. Even $5 is enough to 
start and get into the market, especially with DRIP 
investing  methods.  Long-Term Strategies Rather 
than Short-Term SpeculationBroad-market index 
funds, retirement accounts, and dividend-paying 
stocks are gaining attention because they offer 
opportunities for steady growth over time. Younger 
investors are increasingly discussing interesting 
concepts as part of broader wealth-building goals, 
such as:Compound growth

Dollar-cost averaging
Long-term portfolio diversification
Remember that the compound effect was 

dubbed the eighth wonder of the world, according 
to Albert Einstein (the quote has been attributed 
to many different people). If you keep on taking 
money out of your investments, then you are not 
allowing the compound effect to do its job.Think 
long-term!Retirement Planning at an Earlier 
AgeRather than waiting until later in life, many 
younger professionals are exploring different choices 
designed to support long-term financial goals, such 
as:Employer-sponsored retirement plans

Individual retirement accounts
Automated investing options
Starting earlier allows investments more 

time to potentially grow, making consistency an 
important priority for many investors. Even if 
you are in your teens or twenties right now, start 
investing.Putting $5 or $20 into an ETF starting 
in your teens or twenties could result in millions 
by the time you are ready to retire in your 50s 
or 60s.  Don’t lose out on the power of time to 
make smaller amounts of money into huge piles 
of retirement dough.Real EstateHomeownership 
continues to be viewed as both a personal milestone 
and a  financial investment  opportunity. Some 
younger Black investors are exploring different 

strategies to build equity and create additional 
income streams:Purchasing starter homes

Multi-family properties
Income-generating rental units
Others are becoming interested in real estate 

investment trusts (REITs), which offer exposure 
to real estate markets without directly purchasing 
property.Always keep in mind that your  primary 
residence is not an investment property and should 
never be considered in your net worth calculations. 
It is always going to be just a home for you and 
your family to live in, nothing more.If you need 
additional funds to buy real estate, consider 100% 
hard money financing.  EntrepreneurshipMany 
younger investors are diversifying income 
through:Side businesses

Digital brands
Consulting work
Content creation,
E-commerce ventures
Business ownership is often viewed not only 

as an income opportunity but also as a pathway 
toward greater financial control and long-term asset 
building.Financial LiteracyNo matter where you are 
in your financial journey right now, you can start 
becoming more financially literate from the comfort 
of your home. Podcasts, YouTube channels, online 
courses, books, and finance-focused communities 
have created more opportunities for younger 
investors to learn about:Budgeting

Debt management
Investing principles
Taxes
Wealth preservation
Online conversations around money 

management  have become more normalized, 
especially among younger generations seeking 
practical strategies for financial growth.Frequently 
Asked QuestionsShould You Invest First or Pay 
Off Debt First?A lot of people wonder about this 
question, and it’s an important one to consider, but 
everyone is going to be in a different situation and 
have a different answer to this conundrum.If you 
have a lot of credit card debt that has a high interest 
rate, you might consider paying that off first before 
starting to invest. However, mortgages, student 
loans, and car loans, which have a low interest rate, 
are fine to pay down slowly, while investing at the 
same time.  Many younger investors are balancing 
investment goals while managing student loans, 
housing costs, inflation, or credit obligations. 
Financial planning often involves finding a balance 

between paying down debt and investing consistently 
for future growth.Are Financial Investment Apps 
Safe?Absolutely! Of course, you don’t want to 
choose just any investment app. The best way to go 
about it is to pick one that’s associated with your 
primary bank or financial institution.  Every bank 
has an investment platform built into it. There 
are also independent FinTech companies that you 
can use, like Robinhood and Interactive Brokers, 
which have been around for a long time and are 
well-liked by investors. They also have a very low 
barrier to entry and are easy to use.  The most 
important thing here is to get over your fear and 
anxiety and start investing now. Do not wait for 

some mysterious time in the future.The more time 
you waste, the longer it will take you to reach your 
retirement goals. Remember, time and compound 
interest are two important parts of the financial 
freedom journey.Get investment advice if you need 
it, but start investing as soon as possible.  Smart 
Money Moves Include Sound Financial Investment 
StrategiesYour financial freedom journey will 
not begin unless you start investing in real estate, 
stocks, and more. Financial investment is becoming 
important to Black investors, and that’s such a great 
sign of the times to come.What are you waiting 
for?Please check out related articles on our website 
for more interesting content. 

The Financial Investment Moves More Young 
Black Investors Are Exploring in 2026
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By Amy Kang
Online couples therapy  is giving many Black 

couples a better way to work on their relationships 
without having to reschedule their daily duties. 
They no longer need to travel to a therapist’s 
office for relationship counseling; they can simply 
schedule a session and join from home. This is 
easier, more relaxing, and less intimidating.Many 
Black couples in Chicago do not have much free 
time, as most of their day is spent on work, family, 
and long commutes. This has led many of them 
to look for support that fits naturally into their 
everyday lives. Online therapy allows couples to 
plan and attend sessions without taking up much 
of their time.In 2024, the HHS Office of Minority 
Health found that Black adults were  36% less 
likely to receive mental health treatment than the 
general U.S. population. Barriers such as stigma 
around therapy, high costs, and a shortage of Black 
therapists are part of the reason.As online therapy 
continues to grow in popularity, many couples 
have started wondering what the experience feels 
like. This quick guide explains why online sessions 
are growing in popularity, how they work, and 
what couples can expect from them.Does Online 
Couples Therapy Really Work?Yes. Couples can 
benefit from virtual therapy in many of the same 
ways they would from face-to-face sessions. The 
American Psychological Association reports that 
teletherapy produces  outcomes similar to in-
person therapy  for many common concerns.
Couples therapy has also proven effective over time. 
Many couples who have gone through counseling 
report real improvements in their relationship, with 
benefits that can last for years. The setting does not 
matter as much as how willing both partners are to 
show up and work together.Here are a few points 
that can lead to a successful online session:Being 
in a quiet, private space where each partner feels 
comfortable opening up

Having a stable internet connection and a 
well-charged device or a reliable power supply

Giving honest answers even when the topic 
feels uncomfortable

Online couples counseling works best when 
both partners open up genuinely and are ready 
to listen.What Keeps Many Black Couples 
From Seeking Therapy?For many Black families, 
counseling has long felt out of reach due to several 
barriers. Some are practical, while others stem from 
historical experiences and concerns about trust. The 
most common barriers include:Cost, since therapy 
without insurance can strain a budget

A shortage of Black therapists, which makes it 
harder for

Black couples feel understood
Stigma, including the belief that counseling 

means a relationship has failed
Culture plays a big role in how couples talk 

about stress, faith, money, and family. Having a 
therapist who shares their background can make 
it easier for couples to raise topics that feel hard 
to discuss.How Does Online Couples Counseling 
Work?Online couples therapy  works much the 
same way as traditional therapy. Couples meet a 
licensed therapist over a secure video call, usually 
on a weekly basis. The therapist guides the 
conversation and shares practical ways to improve 
communication, handle conflict, and strengthen 
the relationship.What makes it stand out is the 
convenience. There is no need to drive or miss 
work, since little or no travel is involved. Couples 
can join a session over lunch or after putting their 
kids to bed.Online sessions allow more people 
to experience the benefits of couples therapy. 
Today,  online therapy services for families and 

couples give access to those who might struggle to 
attend face-to-face sessions due to:Long distances, 
especially for military couples or those living apart

Unpredictable work schedules between 
partners

A lack of physical therapists in certain areas
Privacy is a big advantage here. Some partners 

prefer to join the counseling session from different 
rooms, which can  feel more comfortable and 
relaxing. This makes counseling feel less stressful 
and more like part of their daily routine.Frequently 
Asked QuestionsHow Much Does Online Couples 
Therapy Cost?The cost can vary depending on the 
therapist, where you live, and whether insurance 
covers part of the bill. Knowing the cost of your 
sessions upfront helps avoid financial surprises 
that may disrupt your progress down the road.
Is Online Therapy for Families Private and 
Secure?Most professional services use secure, 
encrypted video systems, which can be considered 
safe for protecting privacy during online meetings. 
However, you need to make sure you are working 
with a licensed therapist. It is also a good idea to use 
a personal device and a secure internet connection 
rather than public Wi-Fi or shared networks.Can 
Virtual Marriage Counseling Help if Only One 
Partner Is Willing?Virtual counseling can work 
even when only one partner is willing. Therapists 
often start by working with the partner who is 
ready, which can help the other partner gradually 
feel more comfortable about joining. In many 
cases, couples begin online therapy with just one 
willing partner, and the other partner’s interest 
tends to grow as the sessions continue.How Do 
Partners Choose the Right Online Therapist?When 
choosing a therapist, look for one who is licensed 
in couples counseling and uses proven approaches 
like Emotionally Focused Therapy or the Gottman 
Method. Many directories also let couples 
filter by specialty, language, and identity.How 
Often Should Couples Attend Online Therapy 
Sessions?Most couples start with weekly sessions 
to build momentum and keep progress steady early 
on. As communication improves, some therapists 
shift to biweekly or monthly check-ins. The right 
pace depends on your goals and challenges, so 
discuss a realistic plan with your therapist from 
the start.A Trusted First Step for CouplesFor 
many Black couples,  online couples therapy  has 
become a tool for rebuilding communication and 
trust in a way that feels less burdensome and more 
manageable for both partners. With more culturally 
aware therapists available online, finding the right 
match is easier than before.Every relationship goes 
through hard seasons, and no couple has to face 
them alone. Online therapy has made it easier 
for families and couples to access support, book 
sessions comfortably, and take a meaningful step 
toward a stronger relationship.Follow us for more 
health, family, and community coverage.

Why More Black Couples 
Are Turning to Online 
Couples Therapy
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Assemblymembers Tina McKinnor (D-Inglewood), left, and Patrick Ahrens (D-Silicon Valley).  CBM 
photo by Antonio Ray Harvey. 

On May 5, Sens. Laura Richardson (D-San Pedro), right, and Eloise Gómez Reyes (D-Grand Terrace), 
members of the Senate Standing Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, voted to advance AB 108, 
a measure that would provide $25 million in emergency assistance to financially distressed public 
hospitals. The bill passed out of committee on an 18-0 vote, but public hospital advocates are seeking 
$500 million in the governor’s proposed 2026–27 state budget to offset federal budget cuts. CBM photo 
by Antonio Ray Harvey.

By Antonio‌ ‌Ray‌ ‌Harvey‌
California‌ ‌Black‌ ‌Media‌ 

Members of the California Legislative Black 
Caucus (CLBC), along with other Democratic 
lawmakers, are ramping up efforts to push for 
a $500 million state budget investment to help 
stabilize California’s 17 public hospital systems.

Federal budget laws, such as H.R. 1, the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act, are dramatically decreasing 
Medicaid funding. Because more than 14 million 
Californians rely on Medi-Cal, the Golden State’s 
version of Medicaid, these cuts represent a massive 
blow to the state’s safety-net hospitals.

Assemblymember Tina McKinnor 
(D-Inglewood), chair of the Los Angeles County 
Legislative Delegation, said she and her colleagues 
in the Legislature are actively fighting for this direct 
state funding to offset devastating financial losses 
brought on by federal cuts and looming budget 
changes.

“Let me not mince words, my friends. H.R. 
1 cuts that will begin this fall and continue until 
the new year will not just put a hole in California’s 
public health safety net, it will burn down the net,” 
said CLBC member McKinnor. “If public hospitals 
close, Californians will die.” 

McKinnor made the remarks at a news 
conference alongside Assemblymembers Patrick 
Ahrens (D-Silicon Valley), Robert Garcia 
(D-Rancho Cucamonga), healthcare executives, 
nurses, medical doctors, and hospital employees at 
the State Capitol on May 19. 

 The coalition urges state leaders to include 
the $500 million investment in the final 2026-27 

state budget to shield the state’s 17 public hospital 
systems from severe federal and state funding cuts. 

California’s public hospital systems face 
a potential $3 billion in annual losses due to 
federal health care policy changes under H.R. 1. 
An additional $800 million decrease stems from 
changes made in Gov. Gavin Newsom’s May budget 
revision.

“I was born in a public hospital and refuse to 
stand by while they are torn apart,” said Ahrens, 
a member of the Assembly Budget Committee. 
“Without strong public hospital systems in 
California, health care access collapses, and people 
suffer. We can prevent this crisis through an 
emergency response. It’s time for the state to extend 
a financial lifeline to public hospital systems now.”

Dozens of hospitals and vital emergency 
services have closed in California in recent years, 
driven by financial distress, federal funding cuts, 
and changing regulations.

The state’s 17 public health care systems span 
the northern and southern portions of the state, 
according to the California Association of Public 
Hospitals and Health Systems (CAPH).

The public health care systems account for only 
6% of hospitals in California but serve more than 
3.7 million patients annually and operate in 15 
counties where more than 80% of the population 
lives.

Public health systems provide 35% of all 
hospital care to Medi-Cal beneficiaries and 40% 
of hospital care to the uninsured, CAPH, and the 
California Health Care Safety Net Institute (SNI). 
Over 14 million Californians rely on Medi-Cal, 

with African Americans representing over a million 
of those beneficiaries.

Over one million Black and African American 
Californians are enrolled in Medi-Cal. Statewide, 
Black or African American residents make up roughly 
6 % of all Medi-Cal enrollees, and studies indicate 
that roughly a quarter of all Black Californians rely 
on Medi-Cal for their health coverage.

According to the California Department 
of Health Care Services (DHCS), there are 
approximately 7.6 million Latinos enrolled in 
Medi-Cal, making up roughly 50% to 52% of all 
Medi-Cal beneficiaries in California.

“No matter how well-run, how lean or how 
committed its staff, no hospital system can absorb 
financial losses of this magnitude without stark cuts 
to services that will restrict health care access for 
millions of patients,” said Katie Rodriguez, interim 
president and CEO of CAPH. “The decisions 
state leaders make over the next month will decide 
how painful and deadly this crisis becomes in 
communities across California.” 

A few hospitals have already dodged the risk 
of closing before the next budget cycle took effect 
on July 1. 

Earlier in May, the state rushed Assembly Bill 
(AB) 108 into law. The core purpose of AB 108 is to 
ensure healthcare access continuity for low-income 
and isolated communities.

Authored by Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel 
(D-Encino), the bill provided $25 million in 
emergency grants to keep public and nonprofit 
facilities with less than 10 days of cash on hand, 
financially solvent.

 Lawmakers such as CLBC members Sens. 
Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San Diego), Lola 
Smallwood-Cuevas (D-Los Angeles), and Laura 
Richardson (D-San Pedro) agreed that while that 
funding helps stave off imminent bankruptcies, 
only a robust long-term funding package will avoid 
drastic reductions in regional healthcare.

Starting with its maternity ward, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Community Hospital (MLKCH) in South 
Los Angeles was on the brink of shutting down if it 
did not receive emergency funding from the state. 
All three CLBC members were part of the Senate 
Standing Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review, 
which voted 18-0 to pass AB 108 on May 5.

“We’ve already seen what happens when 
hospital access disappears,” Smallwood-Cuevas said. 
“MLK’s predecessor, King Drew Hospital, closed in 
2007, and the current MLK hospital is again, we 
know facing financial pressure that continues to 
rise.”

According to CAPH, Gov. Newsom’s May 
14 Revision budget includes up to $50 million 
for short-term distressed hospital support, but 
healthcare advocates and legislators argue it falls 
drastically short.

The coalition is pushing back against the 
governor’s proposed Medi-Cal modifications. 
Health care workers and administrators warn that 
these massive deficits will directly impact jobs, and 
vital community services like emergency rooms and 
labor and delivery units.

“Tens of thousands of public sector and public 
health workers are at risk of losing jobs if the state of 
California does not act,” McKinnor said. 

Black Caucus Members Join Other 
Legislative Dems to Push Critical 
Funding for Distressed Public Hospitals

Craig J. DeLuz

Editor’s Note: The views and opinions 
expressed in this commentary are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the views, 
positions, or editorial stance of California Black 
Media, its publisher, editors, or affiliates.
By Craig J. DeLuz
California Black Media 

Some politicians believe making any promise 
loudly and confidently is an adequate substitute 
for only supporting proposals that are realistic or 
implementable.  

California’s gubernatorial race has produced a 
bumper crop of them.

Tom Steyer, the billionaire liberal donor turned 
candidate, has called for abolishing ICE and jailing 
its agents, describing the federal law enforcement 
agency as a “violent extremist group.”

 
Former Los Angeles mayor Antonio 

Villaraigosa compared ICE officers to members 
of the Ku Klux Klan, and State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Tony Thurmond promised to 
have ICE agents arrested.Former HHS Secretary 
Xavier Becerra vowed to “police the immigration 
police.” 

 
These are all the leading candidates to become 

governor of the most populous state in the union.
One might ask: can they actually do any of 

this? The answer, rooted not in opinion but in 
two centuries of constitutional law, is no. And yet 
the question almost never gets asked; because the 
performance is the point.

Steyer’s plan reads more like a campaign 
message than a governing blueprint. That is not an 
accident. Under the Supremacy Clause of Article VI 
of the U.S. Constitution, and under longstanding 
Supreme Court precedent, states may not criminally 
prosecute federal officers for actions taken in the 
lawful course of their federal duties, provided the 
officer reasonably believed those actions were 
necessary to fulfill that duty. This is not an obscure 
technicality. It is the foundational architecture of 
American federalism, and it has been settled law 
for longer than most of these candidates have been 
alive.

The legal test is not complicated. Was the 
officer authorized by federal law to be there and 
act? Did the officer reasonably believe the action 
was necessary to perform that duty? If the answer 
to both is yes, the state prosecution cannot proceed. 
Full stop. And if a state’s Attorney General or a 
regional district attorney were reckless enough to 
try anyway, the Department of Justice can move 
the case to federal court, where federal supremacy 
immunity applies — and the state prosecution is 
barred entirely.

Steyer’s plan pledges to give the state Attorney 
General authority to hold ICE leadership 
accountable for violence, and to pursue “supervisory 
liability” to criminally prosecute not just agents but 
their supervisors — without explaining how any 
state law could supersede federal authority.

 
It cannot. The candidates know this -- or 

should. Their lawyers certainly do.
What we are witnessing, then, is not a legal 

strategy. It is a political one. The incentive structure 
of the California Democratic primary runs in one 
direction: toward more confrontation with federal 
enforcement, more public spending on illegal 
immigrant legal defense, and more inflammatory 
language about ICE.

This has predictable consequences beyond 
the campaign trail. When a leading candidate 
for governor calls ICE a “criminal organization” 
engaged in “terrorism,” it does not just shape a 
primary. It shapes the way state employees, local 
police, and community organizations interact with 
federal law enforcement. It signals that obstruction 
is not just tolerated — it is the official position of 
the state’s aspiring leadership.

Economist and cultural commentator Thomas 
Sowell noted that “it is hard to imagine a more 
stupid or more dangerous way of making decisions 
than to put those decisions in the hands of people 
who pay no price for being wrong.” 

California’s gubernatorial candidates have 
crafted a remarkable variation on this theme: they 
have found a way to make promises they know they 
cannot keep, at a cost they will never personally bear, 
to audiences who may never learn the difference.

The Supremacy Clause does not care about 
a press release. Federal supremacy immunity does 
not bend to a debate stage applause line. And the 
U.S. Constitution was not amended during the 
California primary season. The irony is particularly 
rich in the case of Xavier Becerra, who served as 
California’s Attorney General (the state’s chief law 
enforcement officer) before vowing to “police the 
immigration police.”  One might expect a man who 
once swore to uphold the rule of law to have at least 
a passing familiarity with the Supremacy Clause. 
Apparently, the learning did not take.

ICE responded simply. 
“ICE is not a political football. Our agents 

and officers are sworn to protect this nation from 
dangerous criminals ranging from child abusers to 
cartel members,” the agency said. It is a statement 
that required no legal scholarship, no constitutional 
footnotes, and no grandstanding — which may be 
precisely why it went largely unreported.

The voters of California are being asked to 
choose between candidates competing to make the 
boldest promises about powers they do not have, 
against a federal government whose legal authority 
they cannot override. What they are not being asked 
— but ought to be — is a simpler question: If your 
signature proposal cannot survive its first day in 
court, what exactly are you offering?

The answer, in most cases, is a feeling. And 
feelings, unfortunately, are not subject to the 
Supremacy Clause.

About the Author
Craig J. DeLuz, has almost 30 years of 

experience in public policy and advocacy. He hosts 
a daily news and commentary show called “The 
RUNDOWN.” You can follow him on X at @
CraigDeLuz.

 

Opinion: Campaign Rhetoric Vs Constitutional 
Reality—Calif. Governor Candidates Are 
Making Promises They Can’t Keep



       
Thursday, May 28, 2026	 The Valley’s News Observer� A7

PoliticalPolitical

California Capitol News You Might Have Missed

Political Playback:

By Bo Tefu
California Black Media 

 

California Officials Respond 
to Tragic Shooting at Islamic 
Center of San Diego 

 
California leaders and elected officials are 

condemning the deadly May 18, shooting at the 
Islamic Center of San Diego, offering condolences 
to victims and calling for unity against hate and 
violence following the attack that killed three 
people. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom and First Partner Jennifer 
Siebel Newsom said they were “horrified” by the 
violence at the mosque and school, describing 
the center as a place where “families and children 

gather” and where “neighbors worship in peace and 
fellowship.”  

State officials confirmed that the California 
Highway Patrol and the Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services were coordinating with local 
and federal agencies to provide support. 

“Hate has no place in California, and we will 
not tolerate acts of terror or intimidation against 
communities of faith,” said Newsom in a statement. 
He also thanked first responders and told San 
Diego’s Muslim community that “California stands 
with you.” 

California Assemblymember LaShae Sharp-
Collins (D-La Mesa) called the shooting a “horrific 
act of violence” and said her heart was especially 
with the children and families connected to the 
Al Rashid School. She said no child should have 
to experience fear or trauma in a place meant for 
learning.  

Sharp-Collins also condemned Islamophobia 
and urged communities to remain united in 
the aftermath of the attack. “An attack on the 
Islamic Center of San Diego’s mosque and school 
is an attack on the safety and values of the entire 
community,” she said. 

State Senator Akilah Weber Pierson (D-San 
Diego) held a moment of silence on the Senate 
floor to honor the victims and families affected by 
the shooting. Weber Pierson said hate and violence 
“have no place in our communities or our country” 
and urged Californians to choose compassion over 
division. 

U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla (D-Calif.)  also 
condemned the attack, noting that the violence 
occurred during Dhul-Hijjah, one of Islam’s holiest 
periods, ahead of Eid al-Adha celebrations. 

Padilla praised law enforcement officers and 
first responders, while also recognizing Amin 
Abdullah, a security guard and father of eight who, 
he said, “gave everything to protect his community.”  

The senator said Americans must reject 
Islamophobia and White supremacy “in all its 
forms.”  

 
LAO Details Budget 
Risks After May Revise 
— Republicans Latch On, 
Blasting Newsom 

 
California’s nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s 

Office (LAO) is warning that the state faces 
significant financial risks despite years of strong 
revenue growth, prompting Republicans to sharply 
criticize Gov. Gavin Newsom’s latest budget 
proposal. 

In its review of Newsom’s May budget revision, 
the LAO said California is “ill-prepared for even a 
slip-up in revenues” and warned the state could face 
deficits nearing $100 billion if financial markets 
decline. 

“The state’s current fiscal situation is genuinely 
unprecedented,” the office said in its May 2026 
assessment. 

The report raised concerns that California 
continues operating with deficits during what 
analysts described as a historic revenue boom, 
signaling potential long-term fiscal instability. 

Assembly Republican Leader Heath Flora 
(R-Ripon) said the findings validate years of 
Republican criticism over Democratic spending 
policies. 

“You should not be running operating deficits 
during a historic revenue boom,” Flora said in 
a statement. “Assembly Republicans have been 
warning for years that Sacramento is addicted to 
spending money it does not have.” 

Republicans accused Democratic leaders 
of draining reserves and expanding spending 
commitments without preparing for economic 
downturns. Flora said lawmakers ignored repeated 
warnings about California’s growing structural 
deficit. 

The LAO recommended that lawmakers 
deposit $20 billion into state reserves, reject nearly 
$10 billion in discretionary spending proposals, and 
take additional steps to stabilize the budget before 
conditions worsen. 

Flora urged Newsom and legislative Democrats 
to adopt those recommendations, arguing California 
families are already forced to manage tighter budgets 
amid economic uncertainty. 

“Families across California are expected to live 
within their means,” said Flora. “Those families 
deserve a government that does the same.” 

 
 

California 2026 Primary 
Elections: Early Voting 
Centers Open on May 30 

 
California voters will have expanded access 

to early in-person voting beginning May 30 as the 
state conducts the June 2 primary election. 

 Election officials said early voting locations 
across California will open May 30, giving voters 
additional opportunities to cast ballots ahead of 
Election Day. The move comes as counties continue 
rolling out in-person voting options under the 
state’s election system. 

Vote centers in counties participating in the 
Voter’s Choice Act already began opening May 23, 
while secure ballot drop-off sites became available 
statewide on May 5. 

All active registered voters in California are 
receiving vote-by-mail ballots for the June 2 primary 
election. County elections officials started mailing 
ballots on May 4. 

 Currently, voters can return completed ballots 
by mail, deliver them to county elections offices, or 
use official ballot drop-off locations throughout the 
state. 

Although the standard voter registration 
deadline passed on May 18, eligible Californians 
can still register and vote through the state’s same-
day voter registration process. Residents who missed 
the deadline may register at county elections offices 
or any in-person voting location through Election 
Day. 

Election Day is set for June 2, with polling 
places operating from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Officials said 
vote-by-mail ballots must be postmarked no later 
than June 2, to be counted. 

State election officials are encouraging voters 
to cast ballots early, verify registration information, 
and review local voting options before Election Day 
as turnout efforts continue statewide. 

 

Some Calif. Schools in Same 
District Receive Double the 
Funding of Others. Bill Aims 
to Change That 

 
State Sen. Dave Cortese (D-Silicon Valley) 

has introduced Senate Constitutional Amendment 
5 (SCA 5), a proposal designed to narrow 
longstanding funding disparities between California 
school districts, while securing the endorsement 
of the California School Employees Association 
(CSEA), one of the state’s largest education labor 
organizations.  

Known as the Education Equalization Act, SCA 
5 would ask California voters to amend the state 
Constitution to establish an Education Equalization 
Reserve Account dedicated to increasing per-pupil 
funding in historically underfunded “non-basic aid” 
school districts.  \

The measure would not reduce funding for any 
district, alter Proposition 98 guarantees for K-12 
schools and community colleges, or raise taxes, 
according to Cortese’s office.  

If approved by two-thirds of the Legislature, 
the proposal would appear on a future statewide 
ballot.  

“California cannot continue accepting a public 
education system where a child’s achievements 
and opportunities are determined by dramatically 
unequal funding formulas,” Cortese said. “Right 
now, some districts are provided nearly twice as 
much per student as neighboring communities. 
That inequity is unacceptable.”  

According to California Department of 
Education data cited by Cortese, Palo Alto Unified 
School District spends about $29,876 per student 
annually, while nearby Milpitas Unified School 
District spends approximately $16,504 per student.  

Similar disparities exist elsewhere in the state, 
including parts of Fresno and Kern counties.  

The proposal has drawn support from education 
advocates and labor leaders.  

“The California School Employees Association 
proudly supports SCA 5 because every student 
deserves an equal opportunity to a quality public 
education no matter where they live,” said Adam 
Weinberger, president of CSEA, which represents 
more than 250,000 classified school employees 
statewide. “Classified school employees see every 
day how funding inequality puts some students at 
a disadvantage. This bill would help close that gap.”  

Dr. Lisa Andrew, president and CEO of the 
Silicon Valley Education Foundation -- whose 
organization is co-sponsoring the measure -- said 
the inequities are visible across communities.  

“Students just miles apart are receiving 
dramatically different educations, not because 
of their potential, but because of their zip code,” 
Andrew said. “We believe SCA 5 is the kind of bold, 
structural commitment California’s students have 
long deserved.”  

Cortese said the amendment is ultimately about 
“fairness, educational opportunity, and California’s 
economic future.” 
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UCLA’s Kaniya Bragg shouts and celebrates as she runs toward home plate after hitting a three-run homer against Central Florida  in the NCAA Super 
Regionals (Gina Ferazzi / Los Angeles Times)

By Earl Heath 
Contributing Sports Writer

The No. 8-seed UCLA softball team is headed 
back to Oklahoma City.

The Bruins defeated UCF 14-4 on Saturday 
night at Easton Stadium to sweep the NCAA Los 
Angeles Super Regional and punch their ticket to 
the Women’s College World Series for the third 

straight season. With the win, UCLA advanced 
to the WCWS for the 10th time in the last 11 
tournaments and for an NCAA-record 34th time 
overall.

“I couldn’t be more proud of this team and their 
ability to be able to play for each other and with 
each other,” UCLA head coach Kelly Inouye-Perez 
said. “But it’s about big moments in postseason, and 
the ability to step up in those big moments when 
you have young Bruins.”

UCLA launched four home runs in the win, 
including two from freshman Aleena Garcia, who 
delivered one of the biggest postseason performances 
in program history. Garcia finished 3-for-4 with 
seven RBIs, three runs scored and a walk. Her seven 
RBIs set a UCLA postseason single-game record.

The Bruins’ power surge also made NCAA 
history. Their four home runs pushed their season 
total to 200, making UCLA the first Division 
I softball team to hit at least 200 home runs in a 
season.

UCLA trailed 1-0 early after UCF opened 
the scoring, but the Bruins responded in the third 
inning. Megan Grant’s sacrifice fly scored Soo-Jin 
Berry to tie the game, and Garcia followed with an 
RBI single that brought home Jolyna Lamar. Alexis 
Ramirez added a solo home run in the fourth to 
give UCLA a 3-1 lead.

The Bruins kept applying pressure. They scored 
three runs in the fifth, three more in the sixth and 
five in the seventh to turn a close game into a 
runaway. Ramirez was a major part of the attack, 
going 4-for-5 with a home run, a double and three 
RBIs. Bri Alejandre also homered as UCLA closed 
the night in dominant fashion.

Taylor Tinsley earned the win in the circle, 
improving to 32-6. She struck out a season-high 
11 batters, walked three and went the distance for 
the Bruins. Tinsley picked up the win in each of 
UCLA’s last four postseason victories — two against 
South Carolina and two against UCF.

UCF cut the lead to 6-4 in the fifth inning, 
but Tinsley worked out of a bases-loaded threat 
and UCLA’s offense answered immediately. Garcia’s 
three-run homer in the sixth stretched the lead to 
9-4, and her second three-run shot in the seventh 
helped seal the victory.

UCLA, now 52-8, becomes one of eight teams 
in the Women’s College World Series field. The 
Bruins will open play against Alabama on Thursday, 
May 28, at Devon Park in Oklahoma City.

Bruins Headed to WCWS for 
NCAA-Record 34th Time

Mookie Betts #50 of the Los Angeles Dodgers hits a home run during the game between the Colorado Rockies and the Los Angeles Dodgersat UNIQLO Field 
at Dodger Stadium on (Photo by Nicole Vasquez/MLB Photos via Getty Images)

By Earl Heath 
Contributing Sports Writer

Mookie Betts and the Dodgers rolled over 
the Colorado Rockies on Tuesday night, winning 
by a score of 15-6 at Dodger Stadium. It was the 
Dodgers’ fourth straight win and their 11th victory 
in the last 13 games, as the team is starting to look 
like the club many expected to see all along.

Betts led the way with two home runs and 
five RBIs, giving the Dodgers the kind of offensive 
spark they had been searching for. Kiké Hernández 
and Andy Pages each homered in the third inning, 
and Betts added his second blast of the night in the 
sixth. Will Smith also went deep in the sixth as Los 
Angeles matched season highs with 15 runs and 17 
hits.

It was Betts’ first multi-homer game since May 
19, 2025, and a welcome sign for a lineup that has 
been trying to find consistency. Pages tied a career 
high with four hits, while Hernández, back after 
missing time following offseason elbow surgery, 
also made an impact before leaving the game with a 
left oblique strain.

Newcomer Eric Lauer gave the Dodgers exactly 
what their ailing rotation needed: quality innings. 
Making his Dodgers debut, the left-hander allowed 
just one run on four hits with one walk and four 
strikeouts over six innings. It was by far his best 
outing of the season and a strong first impression 
for a team in need of dependable arms.

A few more starts like that, and Lauer may 
want to start looking at real estate in La Cañada 
Flintridge.

The Dodgers’ recent surge has not been only 
about the bats. In the previous series against the 
Milwaukee Brewers, the bullpen stretched its 
scoreless streak to 38 innings, the longest such run 
by a Dodgers bullpen since the mound was moved 
to its current distance in 1893, according to Elias 
Sports Bureau research cited by MLB.com.

That streak ended Monday against Colorado, 
but the message was clear: the Dodgers are heating 
up in every phase. With Betts finding his power 
stroke, Pages swinging a hot bat and Lauer giving 
the rotation a boost, Los Angeles suddenly looks 
dangerous again.

Dodgers Get Hot in Rout of Rockies

By Earl Heath 
Contributing Sports Writer

LA Clippers forward Kawhi Leonard has been 
named to the 2025-26 Kia All-NBA Second Team, 
adding another honor to one of the most decorated 
careers in franchise history.

The selection marks Leonard’s seventh career 
All-NBA honor and his fourth as a member of the 
Clippers. He is one of three players in franchise 
history to earn four All-NBA selections.

Leonard, a native of Moreno Valley, started 
all 65 games he played this season and averaged a 
career-high 27.9 points, 6.4 rebounds, 3.6 assists 
and 1.88 steals in 32.1 minutes per game. He shot 
50.5% from the field, 38.7% from 3-point range 
and 89.2% from the free-throw line.

He was the only forward to rank in the NBA’s 
top 10 in both scoring and steals this season. 
Leonard also earned his seventh career All-Star 
selection, representing the Clippers at the 2026 
NBA All-Star Game at Intuit Dome.

Leonard’s season included one of the strongest 
scoring runs of his career. From Nov. 28 through 

April 10, he scored at least 20 points in 57 
consecutive games, matching the longest streak in 
franchise history. He became one of only 10 players 
in NBA history to record 50 straight 20-point 
games in a single season.

His top individual performance came Dec. 28 
against the Detroit Pistons, when he scored a career-
high 55 points. Leonard also made three game-
winning shots in the final five seconds of games this 
season, the most in the NBA.

Leonard helped lead the Clippers through a 
historic turnaround. After falling 15 games below 
.500 earlier in the season, the Clippers became the 
only team in league history to recover and finish 
with a winning record. The team also posted its 
15th consecutive winning season, the longest active 
streak in the NBA and the fourth longest in league 
history.

Joining Leonard on the All-NBA Second Team 
were Jaylen Brown of the Boston Celtics, Donovan 
Mitchell of the Cleveland Cavaliers, Kevin Durant 
of the Houston Rockets and Jalen Brunson of the 
New York Knicks.

Leonard Earns All-NBA Second Team 
Honors After Career-Best Season
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