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Mayor Andre Dickens addresses guests attending the unveiling of the Nelson Mandela sculpture at the
Maynard Jackson International arrivals lobby. (Stan Washington)

Atlanta Unveils Mandela Sculpture

at Hartsfield-Jackson International

By Stan Washington
e Atlanta Voice

Hartsfield-Jackson ~ Atlanta  International
Airport is going through a FIFA World Cup
transformation to welcome soccer fans arriving in
the city next month.

TKC world’s busiest airport, on Wednesday,
May 27, unveiled a three-faced sculpture of the late
South African President Nelson Mandela in the
Maynard H. Jackson International Terminal. The
sculpture was a gift to MzXIor Andre Dickens during
a previous visit to South Africa.

The Mandelasculptureisjusta partof the “Gates
to Goal” transformation of the airport in advance
of the FIFA World Cup 2026 coming to Atlanta.
In partnership with Atlanta United, there will be
seven branded touchpoints for travelers throughout
the domestic and international terminals. There
will also be an Atlanta United Kit History Gallery,
interactive photo opportunities, replica stadium
seating, and championship memorabilia, includin,
jerseys, trophies, and a championship ring. One o
the touchpoints is in the international arrivals lobby
across from the Mandela sculpture. In the domestic
terminal, the lobby clock has been replaced with a
sculpture of the FIFA World Cup trophy.Sign up
for our free newsletters and receive unparalleled

coverage of Atlanta’s African American community
in your inbox. “Across all of the (South African)
cities, we were struck by the beauty, diversity and
the resilience of hope that people also see when
they visit this city of Atlanta,” Mayor Dickens said.
“I am_deeply honored today to accept this gift on
behalf of the people of Atlanta.”This sculpture of
Mandela is here to remind us to keep building a
just and peaceful world. We have a shared cultural
and shared ancestral DNA, and we plan to continue
to build on that,” Dickens added.Special guests
included The Honorable Ricardo Mackenzie,
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Sport, Western
Cape Provincial Parliament, and Marco Olivier,
artist and sculptor.“This sculpture belongs in a place
like this where the world comes to Atlanta every
day,” said Airport General Manager Ricky Smith.
“Hartsfield-Jackson is the front door to the world
and the world’s front door to Atlanta.”In 2024, the
City of Atlanta signed a Sister Airport agreement
with the airport management in South Africa,
strengthening the cultural ties between the cit
and gouth Africa, Smith said.One of the airport’s
activities kicking off the FIFA World Cup will be a
concert by several emerging musical acts produced
by Dallas Austin in the domestic terminal from
noon until 4 p.m.

Joy of Educating Black Boys

Richard D. Tervell on Brilliance, Brotherhood and
Spealing Life into the Next Generation

By Richard D. Terrell
In this op-ed, Saint Paul Public Schools
assistant principal Richard D. Terrell reflects on
the joy of educating Black boys, pushing back
against narratives focused only on struggle, and
calling on educators, parents, mentors, and
community leaders to ~celebrate Black boys
brilliance, build relationships rooted in care, and
create environments where they can thrive.Before
diving into this column, I want to be clear: This
is not a critique of any one school, district, or
institution. This is a broader reflection, drawing
on research, observation, and personal experience,
on the current state of education for Black boys
in America.Many conversations about Black boys
in schools and in the community sometimes focus
on the struggle. We hear statistics, discipline data,
academic gaps, and negative narratives. While
those realities cannot be pushed to the side, they
should not become the only story we tell about
our Black boys. There is another side that deserves
equal attention: the joy of educating Black boys.
ere is joy in watching a young Black boy discover
awareness about himself. There is joy in seeing
him come into my office and say, “You were right
about how I emotionally reacted to that situation,”
or “Thank you for supporting me throughout the
years.” Or when they see you in the community
and share the positive things they are doing, such as
going to school, working, and serving. There is joy in
seeing him raise his hand after once being afraid to
speak. There is joy in hearing him read fluently after
struggling with words. There is joy in seeing him
walk across a graduation stage after others doubted
his future. Educating Black boys is not just difficult
or challenging work; it is meaningful and rewarding
work that can shape generations.Many Black boys
enter schools already carrying labels: “too louci,”
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“too difficult,” “too far behind,” or “unmotivated.”
Educators who take the time to learn about them
see beyond behavior and begin to recognize gifts,
leadership, creativity, and Erilliance. ometimes
the boy who asks too many questions is really a
future "leader. Sometimes the boy with endﬂ:ss
energy simply needs purpose and direction.I would
honestly say ‘that relationships are at the center of
this joy. We must take the time to build and cultivate
those relationships. Black boys thrive when they
know someone genuinely cares about them. Some
examples incluc?e greeting them in the hallway,

The Politics of the

New Civil Law Wars
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By David L. Horne, PhD,
PED Contributor | Our Weekly
In the continuing battle for political respect
and inclusivity that B%ack folks in the U.S. have
been immersed in since the end of the U.S. Civil
War, a little bright bulb of hope and redemption
just appeared in the southern sky.A federal court in
Alabama, of all places, has just rendered a stunning
political defeat to the “political KKK’ers” who were
already prematurely celebrating their supposed
subjugation—again—of Black voting rights in
Louisiana after the recent U.S. Supreme Court
decision, which upended the remaining significance
of the Voting Rights Act that Dr. King and a host of
other leaders had fought for. The high court’s ruling
in that case focused on neighboring Louisiana but
quickly opened the floodgates for white lawmakers
across the South to try to rush to redraw their own
respective maps in time for this year’s congressional
voting. The U.S. federal court in Alabama officiall
jumped into those debates on whether Alabama’s
unprecedented and quick redistricting efforts in the
waﬂe of the latest Supreme Court ruling in favor
of Louisiana’s remapping of its state voting districts
were unlawful. The Alagama federal court decided
that Alabama’s quick attempt to follow Louisiana’s
lead was an illegal attempt to rob Alabama State’s
Black population of legal representation.A mere
two weeks after the U.S. Supreme Court seemed to
finish its determined aim of gut-ting what remained
of the 1965 Voting Rights Act by overturnin
Section II’s last protection against radical racia
errymandering in state voting laws, specifically in
%he Louisiana case, neighboring state Alabama—

es, that Alabama—tried to join the southern choir
ﬁy attempting to imme-diately redistricc Black
candidates and voters out of being able to participate
in state voting of their choice, beginning in 2026.
But Katy barred the door. Specifically, a three-judge
federal panel on Tuesday, M}:\y 26, blocked Alabama
from using a new GOP-led congressional map for
this year’s congressional elections that would have
yielded the GOP an extra House seat.The court’s
decision focused on a map approved by Alabama
lawmakers after the Supreme Court voted last
month to gut key protections of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965. Though the high court’s ruling in that
case focused on neighboring Louisiana, it quickly
opened the floodgates for lawmakers across the
South to redraw their own respective maps.A three-
judge federal panel ruled that the proposed Alabama
re-map attempt was intentionally discriminatory
and could not be used in the 203’6 election cycle,
writing that elections should not proceed under the
new %an, which was “tainted by intentional race-
based discrimination.” The judges said Alabama
lawmakers had deliberately diluted Black voting
strength—echoing the concerns of voting rights
advocates—despite previous court orders requiring
fair representatlon.”ﬁ\is latest federal court ruling
was similar to a recent one that barred Virginia from
using a Democrat Party-led redistricting map there
earlier this month. So ‘there does seem to be some
effort to be fair on this voting rights issue. For now,
the bipartisan playing field seems to be pretty even,
but more battles are expected before November’s
midterms. We all better buckle up.

attending their game, checking on them after a
difficult day, encouraging them during a setback,
teaching them how to play chess, and seeing how
their weekend went, just to name a few. The truth
of the matter is, and what I learned as an educator,
many Black boys are not looking for perfection.
They are looking for consistency, care, and belief.

e joy also comes from cultural affirmation. Black
boys deserve to learn in environments where they see
themselves reflected positively in books, leadership,
conversations, and curriculum. They have to know
their history matters, their voice matters, and their
identity is not something that needs to be erased
to succeed.When I ran my boys’ group and worked
with Black boys, I realized that 1 needed to show
them brilliance in the way I acted, what I read and
listened to, and by bringing in speakers who shared

their experiences and provided them with resources
for growth.Transformation is another powerful
source of joy. There are a few examples that I have
witnessed: Watching a student evolve over time. The
quiet student becomes confident. The angry student
begins healing emotionally. The disengaged student
becomes a leader.

These moments do not happen overnight. They
happen through patience, accountability, structure,
mentorship, and l%ve.]o isalso found in community
and brotEerhood. Black boys flourish when
schools intentionally create spaces for mentorship,
leadership and positive peer relationships. They
need environments where they are encouraged to
celebrate each other’s successes rather than compete
against one another. Brotherhood builds confidence,
accountability, and a sense of belonging.How can
schools and ‘communities create an environment
where Black boys can experience joy?Mentorship
programs and leadership groups.

Culturally relevant curriculum and books.

Creating spaces for creativity and innovation.

Building strong school and family partnerships.

Creating opportunities for Blacﬁ %oys to lead
inside and outside the classroom.

Black boys are not problems to fix. They are

ifts to nurture and pour into. They bring creativity,
Eumor, resilience, leadership, and brilliance into
classrooms every day. When schools focus only on
correction and (ilisci line, they miss the opportunity
to experience the Eeauty of helping young men

row into purpose and focus on their callinf% in life.

arents, educators, mentors, pastors, coaches, and
community leaders all have a role to play:Celebrate
Black boys openly. Encourage their dreams. Speak
life into them. Correct them with tough love. Give
them an opportunity.

Remind them constantly that they are capable
of greatness.

Think about this:Do our schools create joyful
learning experiences for Black boys? How " do
Black boys E:el seen, valued, and affirmed in our
schools? What are you doing to impact a Black boy?
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No Taxes on Reparations
Payments: Asm. Tina
McKinnor's Bill Moves
Closer to Becoming State
Law

A California bill that would prevent reparations
payments from being taxed by the state is moving
closer to becoming law after advancing out of the
Assembly with bipartisan support.

Assembly Bill (AB) 2186, introduced by
Assemblymember Tina McKinnor (D-Inglewood),
would exempt future reparations benefits from
California personal income taxes if the payments are
approved through federal, state or local reparations
programs. The measure now heads to the California
Senate for further consideration.

The bill would apply to taxable years beginning
Jan. 1, 2027, through Jan. 1, 2032. Under the
proposal, reparations benefits could include
direct cash payments, grants, trust distributions,
debt forgiveness and other forms of financial
compensation tied to reparations efforts.

“For generations, descendants of formerly
enslaved people have been denied both justice
and economic opportunity,” McKinnor said in a
statement announcing the bill. “Reparations are
meant to repair harm, not be partially taken back
through taxation.”

Supporters say the legislation is intended
to ensure recipients receive the full value of any
reparations payments approved in the future. Under
current California law, some reparations-related
payments could potentially be treated as taxable
income.

The proposal comes as California continues
examining recommendations from the state’s
Reparations Task Force, which studied the
lasting impacts of slavery and discrimination
on Black Californians. The task force released
recommendations in 2023 that included proposals
related to housing discrimination, education,
economic inequality and financial compensation.

McKinnor said California should prepare for
future reparations programs by establishing tax
protections ahead of time.

“California is actively preparing for the
implementation  of  reparations  programs,”
McKinnor said. “We must ensure that recipients
receive the full benefit of these efforts.”

The Assemblymember also framed the measure
as part of a broader effort to provide tax relief for
Californians facing economic pressures and high
living costs.

The bill received bipartisan support on the
Assembly Floor, passing with a 58-17 vote, before
advancing to the Senate, where lawmakers will
debate the proposal.

If the Senate passes AB 2186, the bill will be
sent to Gov. Gavin Newsom’s desk for final approval.

Gov. Newsom Signs Election
Security Bill; Asm. Bryan
Praises Move

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation on
May 29 aimed at strengthening protections for
California elections, arguing that the measure
is necessary to guard against voter intimidation,
election interference and unauthorized access to
voting systems.

The new law, Senate Bill (SB) 73, authored by
state Sens. Sabrina Cervantes (D-Riverside) and
Tom Umberg (D-Santa Ana), expands existing
safeguards for election workers, ballots, voter rolls
and election infrastructure. The legislation comes
amid ongoing national debates over election
administration and voting security.

“California will not allow our elections to be
commandeered by political intimidation, abuse
of power, or chaotic interference from extremists
chasing conspiracy theories. This law protects
voters, election workers, and the integrity of the
democratic process from election-deniers who want
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to undermine democracy,” Newsom said.

Under SB 73, unauthorized access to voter
rolls, voter lists and certified voting technology
by law enforcement agencies — including federal
authorities — is prohibited unless authorized by
a court order or ted to a specific investigation
under California election law. The measure also
restricts peace officers from interfering with
election administration except during public
safety emergencies and requires the California
Department of Justice to issue guidance to county
election officials on responding to law enforcement
requests involving ballot-processing locations.

Assemblymember Isaac Bryan (D-Ladera
Heights), vice chair of the California Legislative
Black Caucus (CLBC), praised Newsom for signing
into law legislation that protects state elections,
ballots, and election workers from political and
federal interference.

“We have seen Republicans steal ballots and
intimidate voters. Here in California, we believe
in the power of the people, and voter suppression
efforts will not work here. We will fight to protect
Democracy at all costs,” Bryan told California Black
Media (CBM).

The law further increases penalties for the
unlawful removal or seizure of voted ballots.
Individuals who knowingly take voted ballots from
election officials can face fines, imprisonment, or
both.

“Senate Bill 73 is a direct response to efforts
by officials in the Trump Administration and local
elected leaders to undermine our democracy piece
by piece,” Cervantes said. “The enactment of SB 73
protects Californians’ sacred right to vote free from
fear of intimidation or interference, and safeguards
the essential integrity of elections in California.”

Supporters, including the League of Women
Voters of California, praised the measure as a
safeguard against federal interference in election
administration.

“This landmark law erects essential barriers
against unauthorized federal access to voting
systems, voter rolls, and polling places — protections
that are more vital now than ever,” said Dora Rose,
deputy director of the organization.

The legislation builds on a series of election-
related measures California has enacted since
2019, including universal vote-by-mail, expanded
protections against voter intimidation, and
cybersecurity investments designed to protect
election infrastructure.

In Wake of San Diego
Shooting, Gov. Newson
Announces $300 Million
to Protect Non-Profits,
Faith-Based Orgs

California is investing more than $300 million
to help protect nonprofit organizations and places
of worship from hate crimes and violent attacks,
Gov. Gavin Newsom announced May 28.

The new funding comes in the wake of the
recent tragic shooting at the Islamic Center of San
Diego.

The governor’s office said the state is awardin
an additional $80 million through the California
Nonprofit Security Grant Program to strengthen
safety measures at 343 nonprofit organizations
statewide, including 228 faith-based groups. The
latest funding round brings Californias total
investment in nonprofit and faith-based security
programs to more than $300 million since the
initiative launched in 2015.

The announcement comes after the May 18
shooting at the Islamic Center of San Diego, which
prompted renewed concerns about rising threats
targeting religious and community organizations
across the country.

“Hate and violence have no place in California,”
said Newsom in a statement. “By investing in
critical security upgrades, we are leading the nation
in protecting places of worship and high-risk
communities, strengthening preparedness, and
ensuring every Californian can gather safely and
without fear.”

Most of the new funding, approximately

$76 million, will go directly toward security
improvements, including reinforced doors and
gates, alarm systems, surveillance systems, high-
intensity lighting and emergency preparedness
enhancements. The remaining $4 million
will support technical assistance and program
administration through the California Governor’s
Ofhice of Emergency Services, known as Cal OES.

State ofhcials said the grant program has
expanded in recent years as nonprofits, cultural
institutions and faith communities face increasing
threats of hate-motivated violence. The program is
now the largest grant initiative administered by Cal
OES.

Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel (D-Encino),
who authored legislation establishing the program,
said the grants are an important tooF for protecting
vulnerable communities.

“Ata moment of rising threats, we are doubling
down on our commitment to protect our most
vulnerable communities,” Gabriel said.

California officials also announced victim
support services for individuals and families
impacted by the San Diego mosque shooting. The
California Victim Compensation Board said eligible
victims and witnesses may qualify for assistance
covering medical costs, mental health treatment,
lost wages and funeral expenses.

The state’s revised budget proposal also includes
an additional $40 million to continue supporting
organizations facing heightened threats and hate-
related violence.

Asm. Isaac Bryan's
Environmental Reparations
Bill Passes on Assembly
Floor

On May 26, the California State Assembly

passed legislation aimed at providing direct financial
assistance to families harmed by pollution tied to a
major urban oil field in South Los Angeles.

Assembly Bill (AB) 1661, introduced by
Assemblymember Isaac Bryan (D-Ladera Heights),
cleared the Assembly floor with a 44-10 vote after
lawmakers concluded debate on the measure.

The bill would direct money from a community
repair fund toward families who suffered negative
health effects from living near what Bryan described
as the state’s largest toxic urban oil ﬁef,d. The repair
fund was created under legislation approved two
years ago that shut down the oil field and required
polluters to contribute financially to community
recovery efforts.

‘”Aﬁ this bill does is allocate resources from that
repair fund and direct cash assistance to families
that have had negative health impacts as a result
of living next to that oil field,” said Bryan during
remarks on the Assembly floor.

Bryan called the proposal “the largest
environmental reparations opportunity for South
LA” and told lawmakers the bill had not received
opposition during the legislative process.

e legislation is part of California’s broader

ush to address environmental justice concerns

in communities historically exposed to industrial

pollution. South Los Kﬂge es residents and

environmental advocates have long raised concerns

about health risks linked to oil drilling operations
located near homes, schools and parks.

Supporters say the measure represents a new
approach to environmental accountabilirfl by
ensuring that communities affected by pollution
directly benefit from funds collected from
responsible companies.

After debate concluded, Assembly leadership
opened the roll call vote, and the measure passed
with majority support from lawmakers.

AB 1661 now moves to the Senate for further
review.

Sen. Akilah Weber Pierson's
Bill to Label Sugary Drinks
Passes Senate

The California State Senate has passed
legislation that would require chain restaurants to
identify beverages containing high levels of added
sugar, advancing a measure supporters say is aimed

at improving consumer awareness and public health.

Senate Bill 869, introduced by Sen. Akilah
Weber Pierson (D-San Diego), would require
restaurants to clearly label drinks containing more
than 50 percent of the recommended daily value of
added sugars on menus and menu boards.

The bill now heads to the California Assembly
for further consideration.

“Consumers deserve clear and honest
information about what they are putting into their
bodies,” said Weber Pierson in a statement following
the Senate vote.

Weber Pierson, who is a medical doctor, said
many sugary beverages contain excessive levels of
added sugar that contribute to serious long-term
health conditions, including diabetes, obesity and
heart disease.

Supporters of the proposal say the labeling
requirements would help customers make more
informed decisions when ordering drinks at
restaurants and fast-food establishments.

Public health advocates have increasingly
focused on sugar-sweetened beverages as a major
contributor to diet-related illnesses in the United
States. Research has linked excessive sugar intake
to higher risks of Type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular
disease, fatty liver disease and dental problems.

According to advocates backing the measure,
some restaurant beverages contain more than an
entire day’s recommended amount of added sugar
in a single serving.

The legislation is sponsored by the Center for
Science in the Public Interest (CSPI), which says
states are increasingly stepping in to strengthen food
safety and nutrition transparency policies as federal
regulatory efforts slow.

“California lawmakers are continuing to lead
on food safety and nutrition transparency,” said Dr.
DeAnna Nara, campaign manager for CSPI.

California Birth Rate Falls
Below “Replacement Level”

Californias birth rate has fallen to its lowest
level on record, dropping well below the threshold
needed to maintain population growth and signaling
a major demographic shift that could reshape the
state’s economy, schools, workforce and political
influence in the decades ahead.

A new report from the Public Policy Institute of
California (PPIC) found that the state’s total fertility
rate declined from 2.21 children per woman in
2007 to 1.48 in 2023 — far below the “replacement
level” of 2.1 children per woman needed to sustain
a population without migration.

“The significance of falling so far below
replacement level cannot be overstated,” the report
states. “It signals a fundamental shift in the state’s
demographic trajectory.”

Researchers project that by 2038, deaths
will outnumber births in California, ending a
long period in which natural population growth
helped drive the state’s expansion. Without
increased immigration or a rebound in birth rates,
population growth could stagnate or decline.
The report found that declining birth rates among
younger women are largely responsible for the
trend. Birth rates among women ages 20 to 24 fell
by 54% between 2008 and 2023, while teen birth
rates dropped nearly 90% since 1991. Researchers
described the decline in teen births as a major
public health success.

Birth rates declined across all racial and ethnic
groups, with the steepest drops occurring among
Latina women, particularly those born outside the
United States.

The phenomenon is not unique to California.
Birth rates have fallen in all 50 states, and every state
now has fertility rates below replacement level.

“The decline in birth rates is one of the most
important developments of recent decades and will
structure policy debates for decades to come,” the
report concludes.

Among the most immediate impacts could
be shrinking school enrollment. PPIC projects
California’s public school population will decline by
roughly 630,000 students by 2038, while longer-
term concerns include labor shortages, an aging
population and the potential loss of congressional
representation.
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Bruins' WCWS Run Ends in

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

OKLAHOMA CITY — It was a tough close
for a great UCLA softball team.

The Bruins saw their season end in dramatic
fashion Sunday evening, falling 8-7 to Texas Tech
in nine innings in an elimination game at the
Women’s College World Series at Devon Park.
UCLA finished the season 53-10 after going 1-2
at this year’s WCWS. Texas Tech improved to 59-8
and advanced for a chance to face Alabama in the
semifinals.

UCLA, the designated home team, showed the
fight that carried it all season. Trailing 6-4 and down
to its final out in the bottom of the seventh inning,
the Bruins rallied for three runs to tie the game and
force extra innings. After a scoreless eighth, Texas
Tech broke the 6-6 tie with two runs in the top of
the ninth.

The Bruins answered with one run in the
bottom half and put the potential tying and
winning runs on base, but Texas Tech ace NiJaree
Canady recorded the final two outs with runners on
first and second to end UCLA’s final threat.

Jordan Woolery gave UCLA one of its biggest
swings of the season. With two outs in the seventh,
she launched a game-tying two-run home run to
keep the Bruins alive. It was Woolery’s second homer
of the night. She also hit a two-run shot in the first
inning to give UCLA a 2-1 lead and finished 3-for-5
with two home runs and five RBIs.

Woolery said the final moments felt fitting for

Aleena Garcia powers UCLA softball back to Women’s College World Series Garcia hits two home runs
and sets a UCLA postseason record with seven RBI

exlial
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By Earl Heath
C{nm’butz’n Sports Writer
The talk is everywhere around the NFL: Myles
Garrett is headed to"the Los Angeles Rams.
The blockbuster trade is one of the biggest

Now, with Super Bowl LXI scheduled for Feb.
14, 2027, at SoFi Stadium in Inglewood, the Rams
are again pushing their chips to the center of the

table. The message is clear: Los Anﬁeles is chasing
another championship on home turf.

moves of the offseason and fits the Rams’ recent
history. This is a franchise that made a similar all-
in move in 2021, acquiring quarterback Matthew
Stafford before the season that ended with the Rams
winning Super Bowl LVI at SoFi Stadium.

2
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Newly acquired defensive end Myles Garrett is introduced by Rams general manager Les Snead, left, and head coach Sean McVay during a press conference
at the team’s practice facility in Woodland Hills. (Photo by Andy Holzman, Contributing Photographer)

ra-inning Heartbreaker

Rams Land All-ProM
arrett in Blockbuster Deal

a senior class that never stopped believing.

“Before our last at-bat, I told Meg, “Were
made for this,” Woolery said, referring to teammate
Megan Grant. “I knew it was going to come down
to us.”

Texas Tech’s ninth-inning rally included an
RBI double by Kaitlyn Terry and another run that
scored on a UCLA fielding error with the bases
loaded and two outs. Terry, a former Bruin, helped
limit UCLA in relief, while Canady earned the win
after allowing five runs and five hits in four innings.

UCLA pitcher Taylor Tinsley threw all nine
innings, allowing eight runs, seven earned, on
14 hits. She struck out seven and walked six in a
determined complete-game effort.

After the game, UCLA head coach Kelly
Inouye-Perez praised her seniors for the way they
carried the program.

“Culture is our strength,” Inouye-Perez said.
“We play together as a team. We win, we lose
together as a team.”

She added that the senior class left a lasting
mark in Westwood.

“Loyalty is big. Family is important being a
Bruin,” Inouye-Perez said. “Theyre loyal Bruins
who took care of the program.”

The loss ended UCLA's third consecutive trip
to the Women’s College World Series. It was not the
ending the Bruins wanted, but it was a finish that
reflected their season — gritty, resilient and full of

fight until the final pitch.

The Browns agreed to trade Garrett to the
Rams in exchange for defensive end Jared Verse, a
2027 first-round pick, a 2028 second-round pick
and a 2029 third-round pick. Cleveland officially
announced the deal Monday.

For Cleveland, the trade closes a major chapter.

Garrett was the No. 1 overall pick in the 2017 NFL
Draft and became one of the best players in Browns
history. He leaves as the franchise’s all-time sack
leader with 125.5 sacks and as the reigning NFL
Defensive Player of the Year.

Browns owners Dee and Jimmy Haslam
acknowledged how difficult the move was.

“We met with Myles on Saturday and told him
we are extremely grateful for all that he contributed
to our team and to our community and that he will
always be a Cleveland Brown,” the Haslams said in
a statement. “We look forward to welcoming him
back at the appropriate time and wish him and his
family only the best.”

rowns general manager Andrew Berry said
the organization had hoped Garrett would ‘spend
his entire career in Cleveland, but the Rams’ offer
forced the team to reconsider its direction.

Berry said the Browns reached a “legitimate
crossroad}sl” as talks intensified and ultimately
decided the deal was best for the franchise’s long-
term future. He also pointed to Verse as a key part
of the return, calling him a young, elite player at a
premium position.

Verse gives Cleveland a talented young pass
rusher to build around. The former Florida State
standout was drafted 19th overall by the Rams in
2024 and quickly became one of the league’s rising
defensive ;]layers. In his first two NFL seasons, he
apq{elared in 34 %ames, recording 124 tackles, 22
tackles for loss, 12 sacks, five forced fumbles and
two fumble recoveries.

‘The reaction from sportsbooks was immediate.
ESPN reported that DraftKings moved the Rams
from 8-1 to 13-2 to win the Super Bowl after news
of the trade. DraftKings Network listed the Ramg’
Super Bowl odds moving from +750 to +600, with
their NFC title odds improving from +425 to +300.

That kind of market shift shows how much
respect Garrett commands. He is still producing at
an elite level, and his arrival gives the Rams a game-
changing defensive presence to pair with an already
aggressive roster.

For the Rams, the move is bold, expensive and
familiar. They have never been shy about sacrificin,
future draft picks for proven stars. It worked wit
Stafford. Now they are betting Garrett can help
deliver another championship run in Los Angeles.

By Earl Heath
ontributing Sports Writer

LOS GELES — The Los Angeles Rams
made one of the biggest moves of the NFL offseason,
agreeing to acquire All-Pro defensive end Myles

arrett from the Cleveland Browns in a blockbuster
trade that immediately reshapes the Rams’ defense.

In exchange, Cleveland received defensive end
Jared Verse, a 2027 first-round pick, a 2028 second-
round pick and a 2029 third-round pick. The
Browns announced the deal June 1.

Garrett arrives in Los Angeles as the reigning
NFL Defensive Player of the Year and a two-time
winner of the award. He spent nine seasons in
Cleveland after being selected No. 1 overall in the
2017 NFL Draft and leaves as the Browns’ franchise
leader with 125.5 career sacks. He also totaled 412
tackles, 23 forced fumbles and six fumble recoveries
with the Browns.

Garrett is coming off a historic 2025 season in
which he set the NFL single-season sack record with
23, surpassing the previous mark shared by Michael
Strahan and %] att at 22.5.

For the Rams, the move signals a clear push
to win now. Garrett joins a franchise with a
Eroud defensive line tradition, from the Fearsome

oursome to Aaron Donald. At his introductory
press conference, Garrett said he still believes he has
elite football ahead of him.

“I still have plenty of great years in front of

me,” Garrett said.

Garrett will continue to wear No. 95, the same
number he wore throughout his career in Cleveland.

Cleveland, meanwhile, receives one of the
NFLs top young edge rushers in Verse. The former
Florida State standout was drafted 19th overall by
the Rams in 2024, earned Defensive Rookie of the
Year honors and was selected to the Pro Bowl in
each of his first two seasons.

Browns general manager Andrew Berry said
Verse was a_major part of the return, calling him
“an outstanding football player” and a strong fit for
Cleveland’s defensive identity.

Verse appeared in 34 games over his first two
NFL seasons, recording 124 tackles, 22 tackles for
loss, 12 sacks, five forced fumbles and two fumble
recoveries. He also produced in the postseason,
adding three sacks and a fumble recovery for a
touchﬁown in five playoff games.

According to Pro Football Focus, Verse

enerated 80 total pressures during the 2025 season,
including eight sacks, 20 quarterback hits and 52
hurries. %’F also listed him with an 83.9 overall
grade, ranking 12th among edge defenders.

The Rams had already made a major defensive
splash earlier in the offscason by acquirin
cornerback Trent McDuffie from Kansas City an§
signing him to a long-term extension. But landing

arrett moves to the top of their offseason headlines.

Garrett will turn 31 during the season, but
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championship window is open, and they are willing
to pay a steep price to chase another Super Bowl.
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his production suggests he remains one of the
league’s most dominant defensive players. For Los
Angeles, the message is clear: the Rams believe their
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Sound: Finding Health in Every Beat!

By Monica Soni, MD
C)o'verm’ California Chief Medical Officer

As we celebrate Black Music Month, I would
like to share with you how I connect music to my
family’s overall health and well-being. Since a very
young age, music has always rocked my world.

t the age of 4, I was already dancing to the
sounds of jazz, hip hop, modern, and West African
styles. Music didn't just play in the background
of my life — it nurtured me. Its rhythms moved
me, its melodies lifted my spirit, and its harmonies
carried me through. Music has many properties that
allow you to find health in every beat.

e benefits I've experienced from music
extend well beyond being active. It has been
restorative while supporting my mental well-being
and offering a profound sense of emotional healing.

At home, we listen to music all the time, while
making dinner, doing homework, and during our
“Family Dance Party.” Research in the field suggests
that music can be used as supplementary therapy
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for depression, anxiety, cognitive impairment, and
chronic pain. When I need to decompress and relax,
I always resort to music to find joy, be it a “quiet
Spanis%,l guitar,” “Moroccan mornings,” or “Funky
Lazz Fusion.” In fact, I am listening to serene

ackground music that puts me at ease as I write
my tﬁoughts on music and health.

One of my fond memories as a child was
enjoying summer with dance and listening to songs
such as “Hot Fun in the Summertime,” by Sly and
the Family Stone, with its true evocation of a lazy
summer day, or “Buffalo Soldier,” by Bob Marley,
evoking my mom’s Jamaican roots. And “Wish'l
Didn’t Miss You,” by Angie Stone, which provides
me with a thythmic balance of emotion and internal
conflict. All these songs help lower my stress levels,
lift my spirit, and connect with myself and loved
ones.

Music, especially Black music, has the power
to bring people together and provide a strong sense
of community. It has positive effects on people’s
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moods, helping us to balance the ups and downs of
daily life, and Eeepin us moving,.

In celebrating Black music and sound, I find it
important to call attention to music as a resource for
healing the mind, body, and soul. It has the power
to unigr people; to bring back memories; to connect
us to our ancestors and history. It is through music
that we allow our bodies and minds to be connected,
to move and become active. One of the benefits
of dancing—and T still call myself a dancer! —is
keeping the body in motion. As the living legend
Herbie Hancock said, “Music is the tool to express
life—and all that makes a difference.”

Black music has long proven to be more than
entertainment — it is a voice, a force, and a legacy
that has influenced generations within American
society. From the days of slavery to the present,
Black” music has been a form of resistance and a
powerful way for communities to communicate
when their voices were often ignored or silenced.
Spirituals carried messages of hope, survival, and
freedom. Blues and Jazz later became expressions of
improvisation, resilience, creativity, ancF liberation,
helping shape movements like the Harlem
Renaissance in the early 20th century. During the
Civil Rights Movement, freedom songs lifted spirits

New Texting

and united communities, while artists like Nina
Simone and James Brown used music to inspire
pride, courage, and action. That legaCfr continues
today through hip-hop, rap, funk, soul, and other
genres that speak openly about injustice, political
representation, and the ‘ongoing fight for equality
and community empowerment.

Lets celebrate the contributions that
Black music has made to the well-being of our
communities and for all Californians as we groove
towards a future of healing and human connection.
I hope we keep moving toward a more holistic wa
of caring for people—one that doesn’t try to ﬁ};
everyone into the same mold, but instead’ listens,
adapts, and honors each person’s unique needs,
sensitivities, and limits.

So, let’s turn the music up and keep on moving!

Dr. Monica Soni, MD, is the Chief Medical
Officer for Covered California, where she leads
efforts in health equity, quality transformation, and
clinical innovation. As a board-certified internal
medicine physician and health care leader with over
a decade of experience, Dr. Soni is committed to
improving affordability, access, and health outcomes
for all Californians.

Based Tool

Helps Small Business
Owners Handle Their
Books Without an App

A new financial technology platform called
Toozi is offering small business owners a simpler
way to manage their bookkeeping, taxes, and
invoices — without having to learn complicated
software or download another app.

The tool works entirely through text message.
Business owners can send a quick text like “made
$300 today” or “drove 25 miles for work,” and
the system records the information, categorizes
it, and keeps it ready for tax season. The platform
is built specifically for solo business owners
and freelancers, including barbers, hairstylists,
lash technicians, mobile detailers, lawn care
professionals, and other service-based workers
who often handle their own books.

“Most small business owners didn’t get
into their work to spend evenings figuring out
spreadsheets,” a representative for Toozi said.
“We built Toozi for the people who do the actual
work — the ones who'd rather be with clients than
buried in receipts.”

Toozi is built and operated by a team led by a
tax professional with sixteen years of experience in
corporate tax preparation. The platform is an IRS
Authorized E-File Provider, meaning it is apgroved
by the federal government to electronically file tax
returns on behalf of its users.

The service costs $49 per month with no
long-term contract. New users can try it for free by
texting the word “start” to (844) 482-4881, or by
visiting toozitax.app.

e company says its goal is to make tax
compliance accessible to the millions of self-
employed Americans who currently track their
finances in notebooks, shoeboxes of receipts, or
not at all — only to scramble each year when tax
season arrives.

“You shouldn’t need a CPA on retainer just to
know what you made last quarter,” the company
representative said. “If you can text, you can run
your books.”

For more information, visit toozitax.app.

Toozi |
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