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Secretary of State Shirley N.
Weber Urges Californians to Vote
Early as Voter ID Battle Intensifies

By Antonio Ray Harvey
Cilz'fomia Black Media

California Secretary of State Shirley N. Weber
is asking voters to help protect the integrity of the
November 2026 election by taking one important
step: Vote early.

Weber said her office is working to combat
misinformation, expand voter outreach an
maintain ballot security as California prepares for
the Nov. 3 general election.

“We want folks to vote early because there are
so many attacks on voting,” \Weger said. “We want
to make sure everyone gets their ballot in. Don't
wait until the last minute. It will help us immensely
in terms of not just reducing time but making sure
that your ballot gets counteg.”

eber spoke Aug. 18 at the UC Student and
Policy Center in Sacramento as part of its California
Leaders Speaker Series. She encouraged eligible
Californians to participate in the election and avoid
waiting until the last minute to return their ballots.

e California Leaders Speaker Series is an
ongoing rogram that provides a platform for
public officials, policy experts and state leaders to

California Senate President pro Tempore Monique
Limon (D-Santa Barbara), right, U.S. Sen. Alex
Padilla, center, and Assemblymember Isaac
Bryan (D-Ladera Heigbts), left, were among the
speakers at a Proposition 39 campaign event held
at_California Democratic Party headquarters.
CBM photo by Antonio Ray Harvey.

California Secretar
appearance at the
rew a diverse audience. Weber, Catf’ifomia’s chief
elections officer, discussed election administration,
voting by mail and national debates over election
integrity. CBM photo by Antonio Ray Harvey.

%
gf State Shirley Weber’s
C Student and Policy Center

engage with students and the broader University of
Ca%if%rnia community. According to organizers, the
bipartisan series is designed to foster dialogue about
significant political and social issues and strengthen
connections between the university and the Capitol
community.

During the discussion, Weber offered insights
into her role as California’s chief elections officer and
the preparations underway ahead of the November
election.

Former Assemblymember Catharine Baker
(R-Dublin), director of the UC Student and
Policy Center and a former California Fair Political
Practices Commission member, moderated the
conversation.

Their discussion focused on election integrity,
leadership and the future of democracy. Weber
described California’s voting process as a “special
system” that empowers people while requirin
e{ection officials to manage complex logisticaf
security and communications responsibilities.

“%e have to be careful with this system, our
voting systems,” Weber said. “It empowers the
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California Secretary of State Shirley Weber,
right, discussed her transition from academia to
politics, the importance of voter participation
and the need to protect election intf,;grél:y during
the UC Student and Policy Center’s al;"fornia
Leaders Speaker Series on Aug. 18. Former
Assemblymember Catharine Baker, a Republican,
moderated the discussion. Baker serves as director
0Lf the University of California Student and Poli
enter in Sacramento. CBM photo by Antonio
Ray Harvey.
people to have their voice heard, and if you treat it
right those voices will be heard and adhered to (in
terms) of policy and programs.”

Since the June primary, state election officials
have worked to provide voters with information
intended to help them participate safely, easily and
confidently in the general election.

Hours after \X;éber spoke, U.S. Sen. Alex Padilla
(D-Calif.) held a news conference about a mile away
at California Democratic Party headquarters to
launch a campaign opposing Proposition (Prop) 39,
Ehcl:l voter identigcation measure on the November

allot.

The measure would establish additional
identification and citizenship-verification
requirements for California voters. Its official
ballot label states that it would prohibit citizens
from voting unless they present government-issued

identification.
Padilla, Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas

(D-Hollister), Senate President Pro Tem Monique
Limén (D-Santa Barbara), Assemblymember Isaac

Continued on page A2

Gov. Newsom Nominates 3 Black Women
Judges to Serve on State Courts of Appeal

By Fisher Jack
Rweb | Oatkland Post

Gov. Gavin Newsom nominated three Black
women — Justice Rashida Adams and Judges
Denise Hippach and Juliet Macaulay — to serve on
the California Courts of Appeal.

Adams, Hippach, and Macaulay are amon
eight appellate court nominees recentf]y announce
by Newsom. The governor also appointed nine
Superior Court judges across five counties.

Adams, of Los Angeles County, was nominated
as_presiding Igustice of the Second District Court
of Appeal, Division Three. She has served as an
associate justice on the court since 2023 and
}():reviously served as a Los Angeles County Superior

ourt judge from 2017 to 2023.

Adams, who earned her law degree from Yale
Law School, would succeed retired Justice Lee
Edmon. Her term would begin Jan. 4, 2027, subject
to voter confirmation in the Nov. 3 general election.

Hippach, of San Luis Obispo County, was
nominated as an associate justice of the Second
District Court of Appeal, Division Six. She has
served on the Santa Barbara County Superior

From left to right: Justice Rashida Ams, Judges
Denise” Hippach, and Juliet Macaulay. Image
courtesy 0_fp alifornia Black Media.

Court since 2022 and previously worked in county
counsel, attorney general, district attorney and
appellate counsel offices. She earned her law degree
from the University of Southern California Gould
School of Law.

Macaulay, of Orange County, was nominated
as an associate justice of the Fourth District Court
of Appeal, Division Three. She has served on the
Orange County Superior Court since 2022.

Previously, she was chief administrative law
judge at the California Department of Social Services
anc1g held several positions with the California Board
of Parole Hearings. She earned her law degree from
the University of Ibadan.

Newsom’s other appellate nominees are David
Sapp and Judge Lauri Damrell for the Third
District; Judges Marsha Amin and Lisa Rodriguez
for the Fourth District, Division One; and Judge
Frederick Chung for the Sixth District.

The governor also appointed Justin Ford, Erin
Murphy, Wilson Park and Maricela Segura to the Los
Angeles County Superior Court; Timothy Mulhere
in Riverside County; and Crystal Salumbides and
Brigid Cam%o in San Diego County.

David Kim received an interim appointment
in Sonoma County, and Phoebe Maffei received an
interim appointment in San Francisco County.
Theappellate nominations require confirmation
by the é)ornmission on Judicial Appointments.
Fach appellate position pays $280,0P;2 annually,
while the Superior Court positions pay $244,727.

Big City Mayors Ask for “Yes" Vote on Housing
Bond Measure; Conservatives Say “No”

By Antonio Ray Harvey
CZ/ifomia Black Media

On Aug. 19, a bipartisan coalition of mayors
from California’s largest cities gathered at the g‘;ate
Capitol to urge voters to approve Proposition
(Prop) 1, an $%1.25 billion housing and veterans
bond measure on the November ballot.

Also known as the Veterans and Affordable
Housing Bond Act of 2026, Prop 1 would provide
state funding for local affordable%ousing projects.

Sacramento Mayor Kevin McCarty said cities
need the measure’s support to address California’s
housing crisis.

“Without help from the state and this ballot
measure, we cant do our jobs in cities across
California. We need this measure to do our jobs,”
said McCarty, a former member of the Caligornia
Legislative Black Caucus (CLBC).

“We need Prop 1 for the future of California,
addressing the issues of this generation, and housing
affordabi ity for all levels of income throughout
California,” McCarty added.

The mayors said their jurisdictions lack the
substantial subsidies needed to move shovel-ready
affordable housing projects forward and help
address the state’s homelessness crisis.

The coalition included Long Beach Mayor
Rex Richardson, Oakland Mayor Barbara Lee, gan
Diego Mayor Todd Gloria, Fresno Mayor Jerry
Dyer and San Francisco Mayor Daniel Lurie.

The city leaders were joined by Sens. Bob
Archuleta (D-Pico Riveraj) and  Christopher
Cabaldon (D-West Sacramento), as well as
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland).
Supporters say the measure would help finance the
construction of 40,000 affordable housing units
statewide.

“In Fresno, more than 1 of 5 residents live in
poverty. That’s nearly twice the state average,” Dyer

said. “We need more affordable housing at every
income level to include single-and multi-family
dwelling units.”

Prop 1 would authorize $11.25 billion in
eneral obligation bonds. Of that amount, $10
illion would support affordable housing an
homeownershi% programs and be repaid from the
state’s General Fund.

The measure would allocate $7.2 billion to
build, acquire or rehabilitate rental housing through
low-interest loans. Another $1.1 billion would
support homeownership loan programs for low-and
moderate-income households.

Prop 1 would also provide $500 million for

Local and state z;ﬁcials gathered at the State
Capitol on Aug. 18 to discuss Proposition 1, a
statewide bomf measure that woul kﬁlnd housing
and homelessness programs. Oakland Mayor
Barbara Lee urged voters to approve the measure
on the November ballot. Pictured to Lees right
are Assemblymember Buffy Wicks (D-Oakland),
Sacramento Mayor Kevin McCarty and Sen.
Christopher Cabaldon (D-West Sacramento).
CBM photo by Antonio Ray Harvey.
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Proposition 1 on California’s November ballot
would provide state funding for affordable
housing and homelessness programs. If approved,
the measure would support %;rousing initiatives
benefiting low-income residents, veterans and
other communities across the state. CBM photo

Antonio Ray H. .
%us’ilngnizgfra‘sl rucﬁrrlé:e)i)rojects; $450 million for

farmworker housing grants and loans; $350 million
for student housing at University of California and
California State University campuses; $200 million
in housing grants for Native American tribes; and
$200 million for local government pilot programs
aimed at lowering housing costs.

An additional $1.25 billion would go to
the CalVet Home Loan Program to help military
veterans purchase homes. ose bonds would
be repaid over time through veterans’ monthly
mortgage payments, with the General Fund serving
as a backstop.

Lee said the measure would provide critical
statewide funding to complete’ much-needed
affordable housing and permanent housing for

Continued on page A2

Aretha Franklin's Sons
Still Fighting Over Her
Estate 8 Years

After Her Death

DETROIT, MI. — Eight years after Aretha
Franklin’s death, her estate remains tied up in
probate court as her sons continue to dispute
assets, music rights, and personal belongings. The
case has generated more than 1,400 court filings
and remains unresolved. The legal battle began
after Franklin died on Aug. 16, 2018, without
a traditional formal will that clearly settled her
estate. Her niece, Sabrina Owens, initially served
as executor and discovered three handwritten
documents that appeared to outline different
versions of Franklin’s final wishes. The conflicting
papers changed what had inidally looked like a
straightforward inheritance process.

e biggest question centered on a
handwritten 2014 document found between couch
cushions at Franklin’s Detroit-area home. In 2023,
a Michigan jury ruled that the document was a
valid wil%. Oakland County Probate Judge Jennifer
Callaghan later interpreted it and determined how
Frankg[in’s assets should be divided among her four
sons, Edward, Clarence, Kecalf, and Ted%White 1,
who performs as Teddy Richards. Despite those
rulings, the estate remains open.

ccording to the Detroit Free Press, Kecalf
and White continue to disagree over several parts
of their mother’s estate. Their disputes include
funding for Clarence, who has special needs and
remains under guardianship, as well as copyright
shares from songs such as “Dr. Feelgood” and
“Think.” They are also dealing with™ hundreds
of personal belongings kept in 11 storage units
around metro Detroit, including a vintage Ford
Thunderbird and a Mercedes-Benz. White has also
challenged Kecalf’s alleged installation of security
cameras at the storage facilities.

The estate’s music and video archives have
become another major issue. Dozens of reel-to-
reel tapes and video recordings remain in storage,
with some boxes carrying little or no labeling.
The material could include unreleased recordings,
studio mixes, and footage from Franklin’s career,
including her 1998 “VHI1 Divas” performance
and a 20%3 concert at Freedom Hill Amphitheatre.
White has questioned the storage conditions
and wants the recordings moved. The judge is
also considering whether to appoint Nashville
audio restoration specialist Catherine Vericolli to
examine the tapes.

The estate once moved more smoothly
under Owens, with projects such as the Jennifer
Hudson film “Respect,” the “Genius” miniseries
starring Cynthia Erivo and the “Amazing Grace”
documentary moving forward. Owens resigned in
2020 as family tensions grew over the handwritten
wills. The probate case has now lasted longer than
Prince’s estate fight, which took about six years,
although it remains shorter than the 15-year
battle involving James Brown’s family. A hearing
over disputed %egal fees was scheduled for Aug.
20, while Franklin’s estate remains open until the
remaining disputes are settled and her assets, music
rights, and royalties are fully distributed.

$1 Billion Lawsuit
Dismissed Over Death
of Black Teen Killed in
School Gym

VALDOSTA, GA — The family of Kendrick
Johnson, who died in a high school gym in
Valdosta, Georgia, back in 20 ?3, has had their $1
billion lawsuit against law enforcement and local
agencies dismissed. The case raised long-standing
questions about how Kendrick died and whether
authorities mishandled the investigation.

Kendrick was 17 when he was found dead
inside a rolled-up gym mat at Lowndes High
School. Officials ruled his death an accident, saying
he suffocated while reaching for shoes inside the
mat. The family, however, Eas long claimed foul
play, accusing local authorities, including the GBI
anci’ the school district, of covering up the truth.

According to 11Alive, the lawsuit centered
on key evidence, including school surveillance
footage. An independent analyst said the video
appeared altered, with missing clips. The judge
noted the family filed their lawsuit nearly ten years
after the footage became public, exceeding the
two-year statute of limitations.

Other concerns focused on the
investigation. The local coroner said law
enforcement offered poor cooperation, and
Kendrick’s body had been moved and opened
before he could examine it. A sheriffs report
later suggested the mat opening was smaller than
Kendrick's shoulders, supporting the accidental
death ruling. Outside autopsies pointed to blunt
force trauma, and recently discovered photos
hinted at a possible skull fracture.

The judge dismissed the suit against four
defendants, including the GBI, Lowndes County,
and two media outlets. The GBI is protected by
sovereign immunity, the county wasn’t properly
served, and the news companies succeeded on
procedural grounds. The family has already filed
an appeal and plans further legal action.

n a statement, Kendrick’s father, Kenneth
Johnson, warned others involved in the case,
saying, “Anyone, regardless of who you are, what
position of power and influence you may hold, if
you choose to join the murder cover-up scandal of
my son Kendrick, you do so at your own peril.” The
judge concluded that despite lingering concerns,
the claims could not move forward.

initial
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By Antonio Ray Harve
CZ[z'fomz'a B/ac/eyMedz'aey

Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation on
Aug. 22 designed to protect immigration service
providers and humanitarian volunteers from
targeted harassment, doxing and violence.

Authored by Assemblymember Mia Bonta
(D-Oakland), Assembly Bill (AB) 2624, the Privacy
for Immigration Support Services Providers Act,
establishes an address confidentiality program
modeled after California’s Safe at Home program.

“AB 2624 is fundamentally about freedom - the
freedom from fear that lets our immigrant service
providers do their jobs, and the freedom of the press
to do their jobs without ever being conflated with
the doxxing this bill actually targets,” Bonta stated.
“Those two freedoms were never in tension. Right
now, our immigrant service providers are living in
fear because of extremists looking to demonize the
work that they do and the populations they serve.”

Bonta and other proponents of the law say an
increase in death threats, online abuse and anti-
immigrant vigilante activity has made address
conﬁgentiality essential to protecting aid workers.

Beginning Oct. 1, 2057, eligible immigration
service providers, employees and volunteers who
face documented threats will be able to apply
through Secretary of State Shirley N. Weber’s ofhce
to use a substitute address.

The law also provides legal remedies against
individuals or groups that publish protected workers’
personal information online with the specific intent
to incite imminent serious bodily harm or place
them in reasonable fear for their saferly.

Doxing has also affected state lawmakers. In
August 2024, Assemblymember Lori D. Wilson
(D-Suisun City), a member of the California
Legislative BlaE{( Caucus, had private information
published online without her permission.

“I'm proud that with the signing of this bill,
California is rejecting that, even when people try

The Valley's News Observer

Gov. Newsom Signs Law Shielding Immigration
Aid Workers From Doxing Threats

to make us feel that the political cost of supporting
immigrant communities is too high,” Bonta stated.

en. Tony Strickland (R-Huntington Beach)
oEposed the legislation, calling it the “Stop Nick
Shirley Act.” Strickland said he is concerned the
law violates the First Amendment and could chill
free speech, investigative reporting and public
accountability.

Shirley is a conservative YouTube content
creator, social media influencer and self-described
independent journalist. He gained national
political attention in late 2025 and 2026 after
publishing viral videos alleging widespread fraud in
government-funded programs.

After Newsom signed the measure, Strickland
argued that it threatens citizens and independent
journalists seeking to expose government waste and
fraud.

“I spoke out against it earlier this week.
I'm concerned it could have a chilling effect on
investigative journalism and protected speech. The
law allows at least $4,000 in damages for certain
violations,” Strickland posted on X the day Newsom
signed the bill.

Strickland continued, “We need to protect
people from genuine threats, but we must also
protect journalists and citizens who investigate
government programs, expose waste and fraud
involving taxpayers dollars, and hold government
accountagble.”

Established in 1998, California’s Safe at Home
program protects survivors of domestic violence,
sexual assault, stalking, human trafficking, child
abduction and elder or dependent adult abuse. It
has since been expanded to cover reproductive
health care and gender-affirming care providers.

Bonta said AB 2624 extends a similar
framework to another group of Californians facing
comparable threats.

arlier versions of the bill directly referenced
Evidence Code Section 1070, California’s journalist

shield law. That citation was removed in Senate
amendments adopted in July 2026. Bonta’s office
said the change eliminated legal redundancy and
clarified that the bill does not apply to legitimate
journalism intended to hold the government
accountable.

“AB 2624 does not restrict filming in public,
does not prohibit investigative journalism, does not
modify public records law for organizations, and
does not apply to anyone who hasn’t voluntarily
enrolled in and been certified by the Safe at
Home program,” Bonta’s office said in an Aug. 18
statement. It extends a 28-year-old, court-tested
confidentiality program to people who are being

followed home and threatened for helping their
neighbors.”
Under the law, knowingly publishing,

displaying, disclosing or distributing the personal
information or image of an immigration service
provider, employee or volunteer with the specific
intent to incite imminent great bodily harm or cause
reasonable fear can result in civil liability. Courts
may award injunctions, legal costs, reasonable
attorney’s fees and monetary damages of up to three
times the actual damages, but no less than $4,000.

The law also makes it a crime to post such
information with the specific intent that another
person use it imminently to commit violence or
threaten violence.

According to Bonta’s office, the legislation was
introduced in response to a documented escalation
of threats against immigration service workers
across California.

Angelica Salas, executive director of the
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights, testified
before the Assembly Privacy and Consumer
Protection Committee about her experience being
doxed

“It happened to me and happened to a family
member. They were looking for me and ended up in
my mother’s home,” Salas said. “There are so many

Thursday, August 27, 2026

Asm. Mia Bonta (D- Oakland)

of my colleagues where individuals have shown u
to their homes, who have been threatened, and this
is not just our organization, but many others.

Rising Car Insurance Rates Are Putting New Pressure on Household Budgets

By April D. Lee

Rising car insurance rates are forcing households
to reconsi%er how much they drive, what coverage
they carry, and which expenses can wait. Drivers can
ease the pressure by comparing policies, reviewing
dcductibﬁ:s, and ~ removing ~unnecessary costs
without giving up essential financial protection.

A routine renewal notice can now disrupt an
entire household budget. The national combined
average premium per insured vehicle reached $1,438
in 2023, representing a 14.42% increase from 2022,
according to data cited by MarketWatch.

Higﬁer premiums arrive as families already
manage rising food, housing, utility, and
transportation costs. Many households have little
to no room to absorb another monthly increase.
A much higher insurance bill may force drivers
to delay repairs, reduce savings, use credit, or cut
spending in other very important areas.

Canceling coverage may appear to offer
immediate relief. However, driving without adequate
insurance can expose a household to severe financial
losses after a crash. A very careful policy review
offers a safer way to control costs while protecting
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income, savings, and essential transportation.

Why Di Mg/ Car Insurance Go Up When
Nothing Changed:

A clean driving record does not guarantee a
stable premium. Insurance companies consider

ersonal driving history, but they also examine
roader risks affecting an entire area or group of
policKholders.
epair expenses remain one major factor.
Modern vehicles often contain:

Cameras, Sensors, Computers,
safety systems.

A minor collision can damage equipment that
requires specialized parts and trained technicians.
Insurers may also adjust premiums because of:

Higher medical expenses, More expensive
replacement parts,Vehicle theft trends, Severe
weather losses, Local crash frequency, Uninsured
motorists, State insurance regulations

The 2026 insurance forecast from Inszone
Insurance Services indicates that personal auto
premiums may continue rising, although the pace
of growth may slow. Claim expenses, labor costs,
replacement parts, and legal settlements remain
elevated.

Location can influence premiums as much as
individual behavior. Dense traflic, regional weather
patterns, repair prices, and local theft rates can cause
car insurance increases at renewal.

Expired discounts may also raise the bill. A
mileage change, new housel};old driver, replacement
vehicle, address change, or credit-based insurance
adjustment may affect the insurer’s calculations.

Drivers should request a written explanation

Electronic

when a premium changes. An incorrect mileage
estimate, missing discount, or outdated vehicle
classification couFd increase the cost unnecessarily.

How Can I Lower My Car Insurance Rates
Without Losing Coverage?

Start by requesting a new car insurance price
quote from several carriers before the existing policy
renews. Insurance companies use different formulas
to measure risk. Two companies may offer very
different prices for nearly identical protection.

Compare quotes using the same:

Liability limits, Deductibles, ~ Vehicle
information, Driver information, Optional benefits

and Coverage periods

A lower quote may provide less protection.
Review every limit and ‘exclusion before changing
carriers.

Drivers may also reduce premiums by increasing
a deductible. However, the J)eductible must remain
affordable. A $2,000 deductible offers little help
when a household cannot produce $2,000 after a
crash.

Usage-based insurance may benefit people
who drive carefully or travel fewer miles. Telematics
programs may track speed, braking, mileage, and
driving times.

I—Figher Premiums Are Reshaping Household
Decisions

Vehicle ownership now consumes a significant
share of household income. LendingTree estimates
that Americans with active auto loans spend $12,841
each year on vehicle ownership. The amount equals
about 15% of the median household income.

Insurance accounts for an average of $2,277

per year within those ownership expenses, according
to t{le same LendingTree study. Average insurance
spending has increased 37.5% since 2021.

A premium increase can affect more than
transportation. Families may reduce grocery
spending,  emergency  savings,  retirement
contributions, debt payments, or medical care to
keep a vehicle insurecﬁ).

Repair Costs and Vehicle Choices Keep Rates
Elevateg

Parts, labor, medical treatment, and legal
settlements continue to increase claim expenses.
Weather losses and theft add pressure in many
markets. Vehicle selection can also affect insurance
expenses before a buyer signs a loan.

Certain vehicles cost more to repair or replace.
Powerful engines, luxury parts, tlgeft risk, and
advanced technology can increase premiums.

Ways to Protect Coverage While Cutting Costs

A focused insurance review can produce
meaningful savings without leaving the household
exposed. Drivers can take several practical steps:

Rising car insurance rates deserve the same
attention as a loan payment, utility bill, or housing
expense. Drivers should begin shopping before
renewal, compare policies with equal coverage,
review available discounts, and choose deductibles
they can afford.

Explore our other guides and articles for more
practical news, consumer information, and financial
guidance.

Secretary of State Urges Californians to
Vote Early as Voter ID Battle Intensifies

Continued from page A1

raised concerns about the measure’s potential
costs and effects on voting access.

“Is another voter suppression bill,” Padilla
said. “Donald Trump and his MAGA allies are
trying to bring their fight here to California, and
we're not going to let them. They know that they’re
about to pay a price for their horrible record.”

Supporters argue that Prop 39 would strengthen
election security and increase public confidence in
the voting process. Assemblymember Carl DeMaio
(R-San Diego) is a co-author of the measure.

DeMaio and Reform California, the
conservative political action committee he founded,

launched the campaign for the Voter Identification,
Citizenship Verification, and Registered Voter List
Administration Initiative in July 2025.

“Politicians and the media will keep denyin
the fact that California has real problems wit
election integrity, but the message from the public
is loud and c?ear in support of requiring Voter ID as
the best way to restore public trust and confidence
in our elections,” DeMaio stated.

Weber told Baker and the audience that she
does not believe California has a voter identification
problem. State law generally does not require
voters to present identification when casting a
ballot, although voters must provide identifying

information when registering.

Weber said, “It’s not the fact that voter IDs are
bad. The question becomes, don't we already have
it?

Weber said the state’s existing multistep
verification process, which begins with voter
registration and includes signature verification
for mail-in ballots, provides sufficient election
safeguards.

“We do have to verify every piece of mail. We
have to make sure that you are actually the person
submitting that ballot,” {Weber said.

Big City Mayors Ask for “Yes" Vote on Housing
Bond Measure; Conservatives Say “No”

Continued from page A1

people experiencing homelessness, building on
a housing bond voters approved in 2018.

That measure, also called Prop 1, authorized
California to issue $4 billion in general obligation
bonds to finance housing programs. Lee said
the 2026 measure would replenish funding for
programs supported by the earlier bond.

“California’s last housing bond approved by
voters in 2018 was fully committed years ahead of
schedule,” Lee said. “Across the state right now, tens
of thousands of affordable homes are sitting in the

ipeline waiting on the last increment of funding to
Ereak ground. Prop 1 will replenish that funding.
Without it, the pipeline stalls.”

Wicks and other supporters said the Legislature
has enacted regulatory and permitting reforms to
streamline housing approvals, leaving thousands of
projects ready to begin construction once financing
is secured.

“More than 40,000 affordable housing units are
shovel-ready,” Wicks said, meaning they have cleared
permitting and other regulatory requirements but
cannot proceed without additional financing.

“I started working on this bond measure four
years ago. It’s been four years of pushing the boulder
up the hill to say, “This is our top priority for our
working-class families in this state,” Wicks said.
“When we talk about (funding) resources, we talk
about 40,000 shovel-ready projects ready to be built
today if the bond passes.’

¥—Iowcver, several Republican lawmakers
opposed SB 417, the legislation that placed Prop 1
on the ballot.

Assemblymembers Philip Chen (R-Yorba
Linda), Carl DeMaio (R-San Diego), Stan Ellis
(R-Bakersfield), Heather HadwicE (R-Alturas),
Alexandra Macedo (R-Tulare), Kate Sanchez
(R-Rancho Santa Margarita) and David Tangipa
(R-Clovis) voted against the measure.

In the Senate, Sens. Kelly Seyarto (R-Murrieta)
and Tony Strickland (R-Huntington Beach) voted
against SB 417. The Legislature approved the
urgency measure on June 25, and &ov. Gavin
Newsom signed it the same day.

Supporters argue that Prop 1 would not only
expand affordable housing but also help address
longstanding racial disparities in homeownership.

“Proposition 1 isnt onlfy about affordable

housing. It helps working families to become
. »
homeowners, and that matters for equity,” Lee

A bjfartz'san coalition of California’s Big City Mayors gathered at the State Capitol in Sacramento
on Aug. 18 for a news conference urging voters to approve Proposition 1 on the November ballot.

said. “Black and Latino homeownership has
never recovered from decades of redlining and
discriminatory lending. So, if we're serious about
closing the gap, homeownership must be part of
that answer.’

»

Pictured from left are Lo;zg Beach Illl‘flzyor ex Richardson, Sacramento Mayor Kevin McCarty and San

Francisco Mayor Daniel Lurie. CB.

photo by Antonio Ray Harvey.
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By BlackPressUSA

Las Vegas turns up the music to celebrate
Michael Jackson’s birthday.

The lights go out, the theater goes dark, and
then that unmistakable voice fills the room, even
before the song begins.

Suddenly, Michael Jackson feels larger than life
once more.

His image appears above the Las Vegas stage
while dancers perform moves inspired by him,
acrobats spin through the air, and his decades-old
music fills a theater designed for it. Now, 64 drones
fly overhead, and nine new LED panels light up the
room with images.

Jackson died 17 years ago. He would have
turned 68 on August 29. At Mandalay Bay Resort
and Casino, the Estate of Michael Jackson and
Cirque du Soleil are planning a birthday celebration
at a special time: Michael Jackson is having another
big year.

The biographical film Michael, directed by
Antoine Fuqua and starring Jackson’s nephew Jaafar
Jackson, has made over $1 billion worldwide. It is
now the highest-grossing biopic and music biopic
ever and the biggest film in Lionsgate’s history. The
movie opened in late April with $97 million in the
U.S. and $217 million worldwide, making it the
largest global debut for a musical biopic.

Alana Clapp, general manager of Michael
Jackson ONE, thinks the movie’s success is bringing
longtime Jackson fans back with new excitement
and introducing him to a new generation who never
saw him perform.

“We're seeing such a wonderful movement
right now with Michael Jackson and old fans that
are coming together to celebrate his legacy and his
stature in pop culture,” Clapp told The Black Press.
“I think a lot of that is obviously driven by the
success of the biopic that’s come out recently.”

That energy is making this year’s birthday
celebration feel different.

“We're lucky enough in Las Vegas to have a
show that can continue to celebrate everything that
he has done as a performer and as an entertainer in
today’s world,” Clapp said.

A one-time birthday surprise

The Aug. 29 celebration begins at 12:30 p.m.
with the sixth annual fan reception in the lobby of
the Michael Jackson ONE Theater for ticketholders
to either the 6:30 or 9 p.m. show.

At 2 p.m., the theater opens to everyone. A
question-and-answer session with special guests
chosen by Jackson’s Estate starts at 2:30 p.m.,
followed by a surprise that Clapp is keeping secret.

“The Q&A portion will culminate with a
performance, a unique, one-time-only special
performance by the cast of Michael Jackson ONE,
where you will only be able to see it this one time,”
she said.

“The cast and crew have worked incredibly
hard on bringing something new and fun and
different than anything that you've seen on our
stages before.”

Organizers plan to live-stream the Q&A for
fans worldwide. Michael Bush, Jackson’s longtime
costume designer, will hold his annual book
signing near the Michael Jackson ONE Boutique,
followed by pre-show meet-and-greets with Estate
representatives, special guests, and members of the
ONE creative team.

Cupcakes will be served, too.

After all, it is Michael Jackson’s birthday.

Michael without an impersonator

The celebration centers on a show facing a clear
challenge: its star can’t step onto the stage.

Cirque doesn’t try to solve this by hiring an
impersonator.

For Clapp, this is key to what makes ONE
special.

“This is the only show where you get to see
Michael Jackson,” she said. “It’s not an impersonator
or somebody who's playing tribute to Michael. It is
Michael Jackson.”

Jackson is seen through his original recordings
and films, sometimes shown on a huge scale. His
choreography, costumes, and images are the base,
while Cirque’s dancers and acrobats perform live
around him.

His voice fills the theater as performers move
above the audience. Dancers strike poses that fans
instantly recognize. Sometimes, the acrobatics fade,
and Jackson’s image takes over, making it feel like a
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Michael Jackson Would Have Turned 68. In
Las Vegas, His Music Is Filling the Room Again

concert—until you remember he’s been gone since
2009.

Michael Jackson ONE just marked its 13th
anniversary and, as Clapp describes, has had a
“massive refresh” with new music, costumes, and
technology. A striking addition may be flying above
the seats: 64 drones will move above the crowd.

“This is one of the first times that’s being done
in an indoor space,” Clapp said, “and we're really
proud of that.”

Nine new LED panels add even more visuals,
and a new Diabolo act set to “Wanna Be Startin’
Somethin’ has performers tossing spinning objects
high into the air as Jackson’s 1983 hit plays.

Clapp thinks Jackson, who always pushed the
limits of concert technology and showmanship,
would like these updates.

“I would hope that he would be very proud
of what the team has done,” she said. “Especially
with the refresh, bringing some of these new
technological elements.”

A new generation finds Michael

You can sometimes see the renewed excitement
for Jackson even before the show starts.

More fans are showing up in Jackson-inspired
outfits. Military jackets, black leather, buckles,
glitter, and fedoras fill the lobby, creating a living
timeline of his career, where his style is almost as
famous as his music.

Some remember when those looks were new.

Others weren't alive to see them.

Michael’s billion-dollar movie has opened
a new door for younger fans. They can see Jaafar
Jackson play his uncle, then look back and discover
Motown 25, the moonwalk, Thriller, “Billie Jean,”
Bad, “Smooth Criminal,” and concert clips of
Jackson standing still while crowds went wild.

Then, they can visit Las Vegas, where the actor
steps aside.

Jackson’s real voice and images are still there,
with Cirque performers bringing his recordings to
life on stage.

That mix of generations will be clear on August
29, when fans who remember the Jackson 5 sit

alongside people whose first real experience with
Michael Jackson was the 2026 movie.

By the end of the night, the special guests will
have taken the stage, Bush will have signed books,
the unique performance will be over, and most of
the cupcakes will be gone.

Then the doors will close.

The dancers and acrobats will get ready. Nine
LED panels will sit in the dark. Sixty-four drones
will wait to take off.

No one knows how Michael Jackson would
have sounded at 68, or what he might have done
with today’s technology.

Las Vegas can't answer that question.

But it can dim the lights and let his original
voice fill the room.

“That is what makes this show so unique and
unlike anything else in the world,” Clapp said.
“Seeing it live with the human performance element
and with Michael himself is an experience that you
will never forget.”
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026158545

Doing business as:
SIGNATURES BY DH MOBILE NOTARY
at 8155 VAN NUYS BLVD UNIT
211, PANORAMA CITY, CA
91402
Mailing Address: same
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
DANIELA HERRERA at 8155
VAN NUYS BLVD UNIT 211,
PANORAMA CITY, CA 91402
The business is conducted by:
an Individual
SIGNED:  DANIELA HERRERA,
OWNER
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on: 07/2026
This statement filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on: July 22, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN
Los Angeles County Clerk
By: SHAMEKA MELTON,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name
Statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in
the County Clerk’s Office. A
new fictitious business name
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious business name in
violation of the rights of another
to a trademark or trade name
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business and professions code).
| declare that all information
in this Statement is true and
correct. (A) Registrant who
declares as true information
which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July
22, 2031

LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER
PUB: Aug 6, 13, 20, 27, 2026

SUMMONS

(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER (Numero del
Caso): 25NWLC01174
NOTICE TO  DEFENDANT
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Kimberly Diaz Hernandez aka
Kimberly Diaz-Hernandez, an
individual, and DOES 1 through
10, inclusive

YOU ARE BEING SUED
BY PLAINTIFF (LO ESTA
DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE): IVER CAPITAL
CORPORATION

N O T I C E !

You have been sued. The court
may decide against you without
your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read
the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file
a written response at this court
and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper
legal form if you want the court
to hear your case. There may
be a court form that you can
use for your response. You can
find these court forms and more
information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you.
If you cannot pay the filing fee,
ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you
may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without
further warning from the court.
There are other legal
requirements. You may want to
call an attorney right away. If
you do not know an attorney,
you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services
from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate
these nonprofit groups at the
California Legal Services Web
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court
or county bar association. NOTE:
The court has a statutory lien
for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will
dismiss the case.

jAVISO! Lo han demandado.
Si no responde dentro de 30
dias, la corte puede decidir
en su contra sin escuchar su
version. Lea la informacién a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen
esta citacion y papeles legales
para presentar una respuesta
por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefénica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta
por escrito tiene que estar en
formato legal correcto si desea
que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un
formulario que usted pueda
usar para su respuesta. Puede
encontrar estos formularios de
la corte y mas informacion en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes
de su condado o en la corte que
le quede mas cerca. Si no puede
pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte
que le dé un formulario de
exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a
tiempo, puede perder el caso
por incumplimiento y la corte le
podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y
bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente.
Si no conoce a un abogado,
puede llamar a un servicio de
remisiéon a abogados. Si no
puede pagar a un abogado,
es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener
servicios  legales  gratuitos
de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin
fines de lucro en el sitio web
de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.

AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos exentos por imponer
un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperaciéon de $10,000 &
més de valor recibida mediante
un acuerdo o0 una concesion
de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el
caso.
The name and address of the
court is (El nombre y direccion
de la corte es): Superior Court
of California, County of Los
Angeles
12720 Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk,
CA 90650
The name, address, and
telephone number of plaintiff's
attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is (EI nombre,
la direccion y el nimero de
teléfono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):
Ali Nabavi
Coastal Crest Law Firm, APLC
24310 Moulton Pkwy, Suite
0-1007
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
(949) 751-6788
DATE (Fecha): January 9, 2025
David W. Slayton,
Clerk (Secretario)
By L. Galustyan, Deputy
(Adjunto)
(SEAL)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED:
You are served.
LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER
PUB: Aug 13, 20, 27,
026

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER (NUmero del
Caso): 256NWLC01140

NOTICE TO  DEFENDANT
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Samantha Raigosa aka

Samantha Delilah Raigosa, an
individual, and DOES 1 through
10, inclusive

YOU ARE BEING SUED
BY PLAINTIFF (LO ESTA
DEMANDANDO EL

DEMANDANTE): IVER CAPITAL
CORPORATION

N O T I C E !
You have been sued. The court
may decide against you without
your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read
the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file
a written response at this court
and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper
legal form if you want the court
to hear your case. There may
be a court form that you can
use for your response. You can
find these court forms and more
information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you.
If you cannot pay the filing fee,
ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you
may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without
further warning from the court.
There are other legal
requirements. You may want to
call an attorney right away. If
you do not know an attorney,
you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services
from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate
these nonprofit groups at the
California Legal Services Web
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court
or county bar association. NOTE:
The court has a statutory lien
for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will
dismiss the case.

jAVISO! Lo han demandado.
Si no responde dentro de 30
dias, la corte puede decidir
en su contra sin escuchar su
version. Lea la informacion a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen
esta citacién y papeles legales
para presentar una respuesta
por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefénica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta
por escrito tiene que estar en
formato legal correcto si desea
que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un
formulario que usted pueda
usar para su respuesta. Puede
encontrar estos formularios de
la corte y més informacion en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes
de su condado o en la corte que
le quede més cerca. Si no puede
pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte
que le dé un formulario de
exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a
tiempo, puede perder el caso
por incumplimiento y la corte le
podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y
bienes sin més advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente.
Si no conoce a un abogado,
puede llamar a un servicio de
remisiéon a abogados. Si no
puede pagar a un abogado,
es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener
servicios legales  gratuitos
de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin
fines de lucro en el sitio web
de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos exentos por imponer
un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperaciéon de $10,000 &
més de valor recibida mediante
un acuerdo o0 una concesion
de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el

gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el
caso.

The name and address of the
court is (El nombre y direccién
de la corte es): Superior Court
of California, County of Los

Angeles

12720 Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk,
CA 90650

The name, address, and

telephone number of plaintiff’s
attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is (EI nombre,
la direccién y el nimero de
teléfono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):
Ali Nabavi
Coastal Crest Law Firm, APLC
24310 Moulton Pkwy, Suite
0-1007
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
(949) 751-6788
DATE (Fecha): January 9, 2025
David W. Slayton,
Clerk (Secretario)
By L. Galustyan, Deputy
(Adjunto)
(SEAL)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED:
You are served.
LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 13, 20, 27, Sep 3,
2026

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)
CASE NUMBER (Numero del
Caso): 25NWLC00656

NOTICE TO  DEFENDANT
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Guadalupe S Zavala aka

Guadalupe Susana Zavala, an
individual, and DOES 1 through
10, inclusive

YOU ARE BEING SUED
BY PLAINTIFF (LO ESTA
DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE): IVER CAPITAL
CORPORATION

N O T I € E !

You have been sued. The court
may decide against you without
your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read
the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file
a written response at this court
and have a copy served on the
plaintiff. A letter or phone call
will not protect you. Your written
response must be in proper
legal form if you want the court
to hear your case. There may
be a court form that you can
use for your response. You can
find these court forms and more
information at the California
Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/
selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you.
If you cannot pay the filing fee,
ask the court clerk for a fee
waiver form. If you do not file
your response on time, you
may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and
property may be taken without
further warning from the court.
There are other legal
requirements. You may want to
call an attorney right away. If
you do not know an attorney,
you may want to call an attorney
referral service. If you cannot
afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal services
from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate
these nonprofit groups at the
California Legal Services Web
site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.
org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court
or county bar association. NOTE:
The court has a statutory lien
for waived fees and costs on
any settlement or arbitration
award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court’s lien must
be paid before the court will
dismiss the case.

jAVISO! Lo han demandado.
Si no responde dentro de 30
dias, la corte puede decidir
en su contra sin escuchar su
version. Lea la informacién a
continuacion.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen
esta citacion y papeles legales
para presentar una respuesta
por escrito en esta corte y
hacer que se entregue una
copia al demandante. Una
carta o una llamada telefénica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta
por escrito tiene que estar en
formato legal correcto si desea
que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un
formulario que usted pueda
usar para su respuesta. Puede
encontrar estos formularios de
la corte y mas informacion en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes
de California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes
de su condado o en la corte que
le quede mas cerca. Si no puede
pagar la cuota de presentacion,
pida al secretario de la corte
que le dé un formulario de
exencion de pago de cuotas.
Si no presenta su respuesta a
tiempo, puede perder el caso
por incumplimiento y la corte le
podra quitar su sueldo, dinero y
bienes sin mas advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales.
Es recomendable que llame a
un abogado inmediatamente.
Si no conoce a un abogado,
puede llamar a un servicio de
remision a abogados. Si no
puede pagar a un abogado,
es posible que cumpla con
los requisitos para obtener
servicios  legales  gratuitos
de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin
fines de lucro en el sitio web
de California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el
colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene
derecho a reclamar las cuotas y
los costos exentos por imponer
un gravamen sobre cualquier
recuperacion de $10,000 6
mas de valor recibida mediante
un acuerdo o una concesion
de arbitraje en un caso de
derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de
que la corte pueda desechar el
caso.

The name and address of the
court is (El nombre y direccion
de la corte es): Superior Court
of California, County of Los
Angeles

12720 Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk,
CA 90650

The name,
telephone number of plaintiff’s

address, and

attorney, or plaintiff without
an attorney, is (EI nombre,
la direccion y el numero de
teléfono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante
que no tiene abogado, es):
Ali Nabavi
Coastal Crest Law Firm, APLC
24310 Moulton Pkwy, Suite
0-1007
Laguna Woods, CA 92637
(949) 751-6788
DATE (Fecha): January 6, 2025
David W. Slayton,
Clerk (Secretario)
By T. Tang, Deputy (Adjunto)
(SEAL)
NOTICE TO THE PERSON SERVED:
You are served.
LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 13, 20, 27, Sep 3,
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026167752

Doing business as:
BELCAL CONSTRUCTION at 5464
11TH. AVE., LOS ANGELES, CA
90043
Mailing Address: same
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
ANDREW ALLAN ARNOLD JR.

at 5464 11TH. AVE., LOS
ANGELES, CA 90043

The business is conducted by:
an Individual

SIGNED: ANDREW ALLAN ARNOLD
JR., OWNER

The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on: 08/2026
This statement filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on: August 4, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN

Los Angeles County Clerk

By: KASSANDRA MEDRANO,
Deputy

This fictitious Business Name
Statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in
the County Clerk’s Office. A
new fictitious business name
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious business name in
violation of the rights of another
to a trademark or trade name
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business and professions code).
| declare that all information
in this Statement is true and
correct. (A) Registrant who
declares as true information

which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on:
August 4, 2031
LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 13, 20, 27, Sep 3,
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO: 2026167742
Doing business as:
PEAK COMMUNITY ADULT PROGRAM
at 5464 11TH AVENUE, LOS
ANGELES, CA 90043
Mailing Address: same
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
MICHELLE DENISE ARNOLD at 5464
11TH AVE., LOS ANGELES, CA
90043
The business is conducted by:
an Individual
SIGNED:  MICHELLE
ARNOLD, OWNER
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on: August 4, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN
Los Angeles County Clerk
By: KASSANDRA MEDRANO,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name
Statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in
the County Clerk’s Office. A
new fictitious business name
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious business name in
violation of the rights of another
to a trademark or trade name
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business and professions code).
| declare that all information
in this Statement is true and
correct. (A) Registrant who
declares as true information
which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on:
August 4, 2031
LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER
PUB: Aug 13, 20, 27,
2026

DENISE

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NUMBER

26TRCP00286
Superior Court of the State of
California, for the county of LOS
ANGELES
825 Maple Ave,
Torrance, CA 90503
Torrance Courthouse
PETITION OF: CHRISTINE NG
DUNG
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS:
Petitioner: CHRISTINE NG DUNG
Filed a petition with this court
for a decree changing names as
follows:
Present name
CHRISTINE NG DUNG
Proposed name
CHRISTINE NG
THE COURT ORDERS: that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the
hearing indicated below to show
cause, if any, why the petition
for change of name should
not be granted. Any person
objecting to the name changes
described above must file a
written objection that includes
the reasons for the objection at
least two court days before the
matter is scheduled to be heard
and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no
written objection is timely filed,
the court may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
Date: October 2, 2026
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dept: B
Room: 340
The address of the court is:
same as noted above
A copy of this Order to Show
Cause must be published at
least once a week for four
successive weeks before the
date set for hearing on the
petition in a newspaper of
general circulation, printed in
this county LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER
Date: August 14, 2026
David W. Slayton,
Executive Officer/ Clerk of Court
Judge Patricia A. Young,
Judge of the Superior Court
Petitioner:
Christine Ng Dung
1104 Rindge Lane,
Redondo Beach, CA 90278
(310) 346-3864

LOS ANGELES

NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10,
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026148846

Doing business as:
BALLOON HEADZ at 14560
LANNING DR, WHITTIER, CA
90604
Mailing Address: 14560
LANNING DR, WHITTIER, CA
90604
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
OSCAR LEOBARDO CHAVEZ at
14560 LANNING DR, WHITTIER,
CA 90604
The business is conducted by:
an Individual
SIGNED:  0SCAR
CHAVEZ, OWNER
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on: 07/2026
This statement filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on: July 8, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN
Los Angeles County Clerk
By: ISAURA CORREA,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name
Statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in
the County Clerk’s Office. A
new fictitious business name
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious business name in
violation of the rights of another
to a trademark or trade name
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business and professions code).
| declare that all information
in this Statement is true and
correct. (A) Registrant who
declares as true information
which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July
8, 2031

LEOBARDO

LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER
PUB: Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10,
2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO: 2026143486

Doing business as:
323STARBBY at 12206 TRINITY
STREET, LOS ANGELES, CA
90061
Mailing Address: 12206 TRINITY
ST., LOS ANGELES, CA 90061
County: Los Angeles
Full name of registrant(s):
JOHANNA CERVANTES at 12206

Observer

TRINITY ST., LOS ANGELES,
CA 90061
The business is conducted by:
an Individual
SIGNED: JOHANNA CERVANTES,
OWNER
The registrant commenced to
transact business under the
fictitious business name or
names listed above on: N/A
This statement filed with the
County Clerk of Los Angeles
County on: July 1, 2026
DEAN C. LOGAN
Los Angeles County Clerk
By: CARINA CHEN,
Deputy
This fictitious Business Name
Statement expires five years
from the date it was filed in
the County Clerk’s Office. A
new fictitious business name
statement must be filed before
that time. The filing of this
statement does not of itself
authorize the use in this state
of a fictitious business name in
violation of the rights of another
to a trademark or trade name
under federal, state, or common
law (see section 14411 ET SEQ.,
business and professions code).
| declare that all information
in this Statement is true and
correct. (A) Registrant who
declares as true information
which he or she knows to be
false, is guilty of a crime
This statement expires on: July
1, 2031
LOS ANGELES
NEWS OBSERVER

PUB: Aug 20, 27, Sep 3, 10,
2026

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

Lien Holder:

3431 W IMPERIAL HWY,

INGLEWOOD CA 90303

Vehicle:

2008 LNDR

Vin: SALMF134X8A272011

License #:

Date of Sale: 9/1/2026

LOS ANGELES BAY

NEWS OBSERVER (E)
PUB: Aug 27, 2026

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE

Lien Holder:

3431 W IMPERIAL HWY

INGLEWOOD CA 90303

Vehicle:

2013 NISS

Vin: 1N4AL3AP8DC129543

License #:

Date of Sale: 9/1/2026

LOS ANGELES BAY

NEWS OBSERVER (E)
PUB: Aug 27, 2026

@bakersfieldnewsobserver
@lanewsobserver

@ognscinc

@ognscinc

observer news group
of southern california inc.

ognsc.com
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By Rob McManus

Many people use Al tools to search for products
and services instead of search engines. If Black-
owned businesses aren’t easy for Al to find, they
end up losing potential customers. Let Al help you

ain the trust of people who are considering your
Eusiness for the first time so your brand can grow.

According to McKinsey & Company, Black
Americans run over 3 million businesses across the
U.S. It hasn’t always been easy for small businesses
owned by Black people to stand out in their
communities.

Start using Al to gain a competitive advantage
and keep up with how customers find brands now.

How Much Do Black-Owned Businesses
Contribute to the Economy?

They generate aroundy $133.7 billion in total
sales, as reported by the Department of Small and
Local Business Development.

Your business doesnt need to make a huge
amount of revenue to have an impact on tﬁe
economy. You're helping others grow by:

Offering them a jo

Inspiring them to be future entrepreneurs

Supporting their businesses when they supply
you with items

Why Do Black-Owned Businesses Struggle to
Survive?

Failing to keep up with technology as it evolves
and having limited access to funding. When you
first start your business, you'll probably do most of
the work g yourself.

Handling the following tasks without the right
tools can be overwhelming:

Bookkeeping

Customer service

Supply chain management

Marketing

You might find yourself having little time to
focus on the things that can actually help your
company grow. Set aside time to ask your clients
for their feedback. You may struggle with brand
visibility if you don’t have reviews to help you earn
trust.

Many entrepreneurs start their businesses with
savings or get loans from their loved ones. If lenders
with good interest rates don’t consider you for loans,
ﬁou’l probably end up borrowing from those with

igh rates. Paying a huge interest reduces your
profits over time.
Al Discovering the Benefits of Staying Visible to

Ensure your business shows up in Al searches
whenever someone is looking up something related
to what you offer. You dont even need a huge
budget to boost digital visibility.

By Amy Kang

Insurance redlining happens when the address
on your policy shapes your rate more than your
record behind the wheel. Companies build prices
from personal details like your neighborhood and
credit, not just your driving history. The result: two
drivers Witfi identical records can ﬁ)ay far different
premiums, and the steeper bill usually falls on Black
neighborhoods.

State regulators are starting to back up what
drivers have suspected for years. A 2024 study by
the D.C. Department of Insurance, Securities and
Banking found that Black drivers pay 46% more
than white drivers on average — $1,031 a year
compared to $705. Even after researchers accounted
for age, claims history, and driving records, this gap
persisted.

Gaps this large are no coincidence. They come
from pricing formulas that lean on credit scores,
homeownership, and neighborhood lines shaped b
decades of housing discrimination. The old red in
is gone from the maps, yet its outline still lives in the
algorithms that set your premium.

What Is Redlining in Insurance?

In the 1930s, federal housing maps drew red
lines around Black neighborhoods and branded
them “hazardous.” This is what insurance redlining
is. For decades, insurers and banks used these maps
to deny coverage and loans. This practice was
outlawed by the Fair Housing Act of 1968.

Modern insurance redlining wears a different
disguise. An agent will be happy to sell you coverage
regardless of race. By the time the quote reaches you,
the higher price looks like just another number.

ese models measure where you live and what
you own, not how well frou drive. Advocates say the
pricing pattern lands almost exactly where the old
red lines sat. Even with a flawless tecord, a driver
in a majority-Black area often pays hundreds more
than a twin driver a few miles away.

Why Do Auto Insurance Premiums Vary by
ZIP Code?

Insurance companies frame ZIP-based pricin
as basic risk math. More crashes, more thelf), an
pricier repairs in an area should mean higher rates,
they say. The explanation sounds fair undl you look
at how narrowly the map gets sliced.

ZIP codes are only one piece of the formula.
Insurers also rely on non-driving rating factors,
including:

Credit history

Education level

Occupation

Marital status

Homeownership

Each of these inputs sits entirely outside
driving skill, and each can still shift auto insurance
premiums by hundreds of dollars a year.

The same pattern shows up outside auto
coverage. The Consumer Federation of America
documented a racial premium gap in home
insurance as well, with predominanty Black
neighborhoods paying roughly 16% more, about
$5(§0 extra each year, ?or the same coverage.

What Are I{egulators Doing About Insurance
Redlining?

State watchdogs are finally looking inside the
pricing machinery. Colorado has moved first, with a
rule that requires insurers to hunt down bias in their
own models and correct it.

Under the state’s expanded regulation, which
took effect in October 2025, auto insurers that use
outside consumer data must prove their tools avoid
unfair discrimination in insurance practices. The
requirements are direct:

Test pricing models for racial bias

Report the results to state officials

Fix any model that fails

This makes Colorado the first state to require
measurable evidence of fair pricing from auto
insurers rather than taking their word for it.

at Can Drivers Do About High Rates and

Al Helps Customers Find Your Business Faster

Many shoppers begin searching for products
using simple questions. Someone may ask an Al
tool to tell them who sells the best scented candles
near them.

If a homeowner needs their pipes fixed, they
might search for price estimates. You can boost your
chances of appearing in Al snippets by:

Answering the questions customers often ask
your content
roviding accurate details about your company
Posting great photos of your products

usin:

Why Black-Owned Businesses

Can't Afford to Be Invisible to Al

leave great first impressions if you have:
lear descriptions for all your services

Updated business hours

An active blog with content posted regularly

Genuine customer testimonials

Al tools scan such things before recommending
businesses to users. Avoig just marketing your

roducts on your site. Posting content that also

Eel s customers address the issues theyre facing
makes you more trustworthy.

If 'you own a Black-owned accounting firm,
post guides explaining tax deadlines for small

Don't just create a simple business website
and hope "that your potential customers will
stumble upon it. %Vhen ou start using tools like
GetNextNet.ai, you'll be able to see how Al tools see
your brand. Tracking your readiness score helps you
figure out what you need to improve.

Better Onl}i]ne Presence Builds Trust Before
Customers Call

Its not easy for people to trust a business
they've never worked with, especially when they
want to order something online. You'll be able to

Claim Denials?

The formula is out of your hands, but the first
quote is not. Shopping around remains a driver’s
best weapon, since every company weighs the same
inputs differently.

Start with these steps:

Compare quotes from at least three insurers

Ask which discounts apply to you

Recheck your rate at every renewal

Save coplies of quotes and letters

The same coverage can cost hundreds of dollars
less at the next company, and finding out takes
minutes,

Unfair pricing is only one side of the problem.
After a crash, drivers can also run into:

Dragged-out investigations

Low%)all offers

Flat claim denials

Insurers bet that most people will take the
outcome quietly.

Bringing in legal help rewrites that equation.
Experienced personal injury attorneys can:

Review a denied claim

Deal with the insurance company directly

Fight for the full compensation a policy
promises

Frequently Asked Questions

Is Insurance Redlining Illegal?

Charging higher ratesgbase on race is illegal in
every state. Pricing based on ZIP code, credit, and
other non-driving rating factors remains legal in
most places, even when the results fall along racial
lines. That gap between what the law bans and what
the data shows is exactly what regulators are now
examining.

Does My Credit Score Affect My Car Insurance
Rate?

Most states let insurers use credit-based
insurance scores, and a weak score can raise your

remium more than a speeding ticket does.

alifornia, Hawaii, and Massachusetts ban the
practice for auto policies entirely. Improving your
credit can lower your rate everywhere else, often
within one or two renewal cycles.

Can I Find Out Why My Rate Went Up?

Federal law requires an adverse action notice
whenever your credit information raises your rate or
limits your coverage. You can also ask your agent in
writing for the specific reasons behind any increase.
The answer may reveal a factor you can change
before the next renewal.

How Do I File a Complaint About Unfair
Insurance Pricing?

Every state insurance department accepts
consumer complaints online at no cost. Include
your policy number, the quotes you received,
and any letters from the insurer. Regulators track
complaint patterns, so each filing helps build the
case for stricter rules.

Can  Usage-Based My
Premium?

Usage-based programs track real habits through
an app or pluc%—in device, then price the policy on
braking, speed, and mileage. Safe drivers in high-

riced ZIP codes often save 10% to 30% this way.
ead the terms first, since some programs can raise
rates for risky driving.

Fair Prices Should Follow the Driver, Not the
Map

Insurance redlining works best when nobody
notices it. It lives inside an algorithm, a credit
check, or a boundary drawn decades ago, and it
leaves careful drivers in Black neighborhoods paying
more for identical protection.

State testing rules and skeptical consumers
are moving the needle. Until your record matters
more than your address, the best defense is to shop,
document, and object. Subscribe to our newsletter
fog the latest updates delivered straight to your
inbox.

Insurance Lower

businesses. You should give Al more reasons to see
you as the best solution.

Once someone visits your page after comin
across it in an Al overview or an answer provide
by a tool like ChatGPT, your job isn't done. Ensure
your site shows them what to'do next so they don’t
teel stranded.

Saving Time While Growing Your Online
Presence

You'll keeﬁ enjoying the results of Al visibility

for longer than you would with traditional

Insurance Redlining Means Two
Identical Drivers Pay Different Prices

News

CURIED + MISSED » REFUSED » TELL IT ANYWAY -

COMMUNITY SUBMISSIONS

BURIED

marketing campaigns. If you have helpful content
on your site, 1t can help you keep bringing in
business for months or even years.

Start simplifying consumer discovery by:

Creating artic%es that answer = questions
customers will continue asking for years

Reviewing older blog posts to update statistics
and links

Tracking how each post is performing to see
what you should invest in

\{’I/hen you use these tips, you will be able to
reduce how much you spend ‘on marketing. It’s
important to be flexible since customers’ behavior
changes frequently.

%requently Asked Questions

Can Al Recommend Small Businesses Even if
They Aren’t National Brands?

Yes. Al doesn’t recommend businesses based
only on size or popularity since it mostly looks for:

Reliable information

Content that’s relevant to what a user is asking

Consistent business details

Don’tbe discouraged if you're mostly competing
against big businesses. When you position your
brand welig for Al tools to discover, people might
pick ﬁ)u over brands they already know.

ow Long Does It Take to Improve Al
Visibility?

The results will vary depending on your website
and the level of competition. It’s possible to notice
a huge difference in just a few weeks after getting
new reviews.

Al tools were probably not suggesting your
site simply because you didn’t have testimonials
the coul(f’ refer to wﬁen checking if your brand is
authentic.

Be consistent and know what Al tools reward
the most. It will help you grow your visibility faster.

Do Social Media Pages Help Al Understand
My Business?

Yes. Your social media profiles can give Al tools
more details about your business. Post more often
and don't ignore your customers in the comments.

Responding to them helps you build trust. Use

our social media pages to support your website and
ﬁelp ou direct more traffic to it.
nhancing Digital Visibility

Black-owned Eusinesses now have the chance
to stand out and earn trust without you spending
a lot of money. If you update your content and use
it to address the problems your customers face, Al
tools are more likely to notice you.

Get positive reviews from your loyal customers.
Posting these on your pages and enéaging with your
customers boosts your visibility. Check out more
black-owned business growth insights on our page.

SINCE 1974

* MISSED » REFUSED « TELL IT ANYWAY « BURIED « MI

WHAT

HAPPENED
ON YOUR

BLOCK

THIS WEEK?

The church anniversary.
The championship game.

The grand opening nobody showed up for.

Tell it yourself. Free, no account, and anonymous
if you want it that way. A human editor reads

every word before it runs.

TELL US WHAT
THEY BURIED

NEWSOBSERVED.COM

f you want it that way.

Verified by real reporters.
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By Bo Tefu
Culifornia Black Media

“Passing aLaw Isn't The
Finish Line": California
Assembly Evaluates
Implementation, Results

California lawmakers are finding that laws
assed in Sacramento do not always work as
intended once implemented. A new Assembly
oversight program has identified gaps in laws
addressing wilﬁﬁre recovery, insurance, foster care
and clean energy.

Assembly%’peaker Robert Rivas (D-Hollister)
announced Aug. 17 that the Assembly had
completed the first year of its Outcomes ﬁeview
program. Billed as the first initiative of its kind in the
nation, the program enlisted 15 Assembly members
to evaluate 14 laws they authored or championed.
Through public hearings and community meetings,
lawmakers assessed whether the measures were
producing their intended results.

“Passing a law isn’t the finish line,” said Rivas.
“The Outcomes Review project makes sure we're
checking our work.”

The reviews identified both successes and
shortcomings. The expansion of telehealth largel
improved access to care and provided patients wit
greater flexibility. Affordable housing financing
reforms also strengthened coordination among state
agencies and cou%d reduce duplicative paperwork,

evelopment costs and delays.

Other reviews uncovered more significant
implementation problems.

One focused on Assembly Bill (AB) 238,
which was enacted after the Eaton and Palisades
fires to provide eligible borrowers with up to 12
months of emergency mortgage forbearance. The
review found lender noncompliance, insuflicient
consumer complaint data and a need for stronger
coordination between state and federal agencies.

Those findings helped shape AB 1842 and AB
1847, both victim-protection bills that are currently
pending in the Senate.

ter discovering that California’s FAIR Plan
clearinghouse was giling to transition affected
homeowners back into the private insurance market,
Assemblymember Lisa Calderon (D-Whittier)
introduced AB 69 to fix the issue.

A separate review found that the California
Public Utilities Commissions implementation
of AB 2316 had not fulfilled the law’s intent
or produced new communi solaivprojccts. In
response, Assemblymember Chris Ward™ (D-San
Diego) introduced AB 1813, legislation to overhaul
the state’s renewable energy program and increase
access to solar technology.

Lawmakers also found that the FAIR
Plan clearinghouse was not effectively helping
homeowners move into the traditional insurance
market, prompting the introduction of AB 69,
legislation adding new reporting, notification, and
access requirements.

The  program identified  additional
implementation problems related to foster care
Flacement protections, oversight of charitable
undraising and wage theft enforcement.

Rivas said the findings demonstrate the need
for lawmakers to continue evaluating legislation
after it takes effect.

“This isn’t oversight for its own sake — it’s what
accountability looks like, and we’re just getting
started,” he said.

The Assembly plans to expand the Outcomes
Review program in 2027 by involving more
lawmakers and holding additional public Eearings
and community meetings. The next phase, according
to Rivas, will build on the pilot year as lawmakers
seek to identify implementation problems earlier
and improve how state laws work in practice.

Gov. Newsom's Latest
Appointees Include
Sacramento Advocate

for Formerly Incarcerated
Students; State's New Tech
Chief

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced eight
appointments Aug. 19, including a new state chief
technology officer and the reappointment of a
Sacramento State outreach coordinator who works
with formerly incarcerated students.

Ayushi Roy, of San Francisco, was appointed
state chief technology officer at the C?:ﬁifornia
Department of Technology. Roy has taught at
Harvard Kennedy School since 2022 and previously
held technology and policy roles with New America,
the U.S. General Services Administration, and the
U.S. Office of Management and Budget.

Roy’s policy work has focused on the gap
between government programs and the people they
are intended to serve. In a Harvard course inspired
by Beyoncé’s “Cowboy Carter,” she teaches students
to examine how administrative and implementation
barriers can undermine social safety-net programs.

H

The Valley's News Observer

“I do know as a practitioner, having served
in the government for over a dozen years, that the
building of technology is the easy part; managing
the political feasibility and the implementation is
the fll)ard Part,” Roy said.

Roy’sappointmentrequires Senate confirmation
and carries compensation of $214,692.

Newsom also reappointed Michael Love, of
Sacramento, to the State Rehabilitation Council,
where he has served since 2025. Love has been an
outreach coordinator at California State University,
Sacramento since 2024 and previously held several
roles at the university, incll)uding administrative
services coordinator for Project Rebound and
teacher’s associate.

Project Rebound supports formerly incarcerated
students as they pursue higher education, makin
Love’s appointment relevant to the council’s WOI‘E
involving vocational rehabilitation services.

Love earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
communication studies from Sacramento State. He
is a Democrat.

Newsom also appointed Eric De La Cruz
of Sacramento as executive director of the Racial
Equity Commission. De La Cruz has served as chief
o? the Office of Civil Rights at the Department
of Toxic Substances Control since 2022. The
position pays $146,220 and does not require Senate
confirmation.

The governor additionally appointed Christine
Aurigemma to the State Rehabilitation Council
and reappointed Lisa Weiler, Michelle Bello and
Matthew Asner. The council positions are unpaid
and do not require Senate confirmation.

Gov. Newsom Launches
New Free Lunch Program;
Announces Nearly $14,000
Per Family in Universal TK
Savings

Gov. Gavin Newsom marked the start of
Californias new school year by highlighting
universal free school meals and the statewide
expansion of Transitional Kindergarten, which the
state says saves families nearly $14,000 per child

eac IXlear.

ewsom and First Partner {ennifer Siebel
Newsom celebrated the full implementation of
Universal Transitional Kindergarten, making free
TK available to every 4-year-old in California. The
state enrolled 213,313 children in TK during the
2024-25 school year and has invested $12.5 billion
in the program since 2019.

“é)aliﬁornia is proving whats possible with
historic investments in the next generation,” said
Newsom. “Free TK for every 4-year-old. Free meals
at school. Expanded after school programs.”

California is also providing two free school
meals each day to every public-school student,
regardless of family income. The state has served
nearly 3.5 billion free meals through its Universal
Meals Program, with 2.9 million students connected
to California-grown, nutritious food.

The administration says the school investments
extend beyond meals and early education. California
has committed $4.7 billion to its Master Plan for
Kids Mental Health, placed more than 4,000
trained professionals in schools and communi
organizations, and provided free mental healt
services to more than 500,000 children, youth and
families.

The state is also expanding literacy programs,
with more than 800 hi —needg elementary schools
receiving support from literacy coaches and readin,
specialists. Special education funding has increase
by $2.4 billion, or 43%.

The investments come as California reports
academic gains across every tested subject and grade
level, with particularly strong gains among Black
and Latino students and continued improvement
among socioeconomically disadvantaged students.

ewsom said the broader effort is aimed at

ensuring students have the support they need
before, %uring and after the schoo}f day.
“Every parent wants their chilcf, to feel safe,
supported, nourished, and inspired when they walk
through the school doors,” said Siebel Newsom.
“Calié)rnia recognizes that if we want to give our
kids the best start in life, we need to invest in the
whole child.”

On Aug. 21, Gov. Gavin Newsom and First
Partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom announced that
families have claimed 1 million accounts through
CalKIDS, Californias publicly funded college
and career savings program. Launched in 2022,
CalKIDS has established more than 6 million
accounts containing over $2.3 billion in savings,
with eligible students receiving up to $1,500 for
higher education or career training. The Newsoms
also unveiled the California Golden Start Challenge,
a public-private partnership aimed at encouraging
businesses and ~philanthropic organizations  to
contribute additional money to children’s savings
accounts.

Gubernatorial Candidate
Steve Hilton Blasts

California's New Tire Rules

chublican gubernatorial candidate Steve
Hilton is criticizing California’s new replacement-
tire efficiency standards, arguing they will limit
consumer choice and increase costs for drivers.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, however, says the
regulations will save consumers money.

Hilton protested the standards Aug. 20 outside
the California Energy Commission in Sacramento,
where he and supporters chanted, “Hands off our
tires.” The commission unanimously approved
the regulations Aug. 17, making California the
first state to adopt energy-efficiency standards for
replacement tires.

“We are done with these bureaucrats and
these politicians in our state, making everything so
insanely expensive,” Hilton said at the protest.

Hilton said that, if elected governor, he would
eliminate or defund the Energy Commission. His
opposition to the tire standards is part of his broader
criticism of California’s high cost of living.

Newsom defended t%le regulations Aug. 19,
citing the commission’s projected savings for
consumers.

“I think it was a good choice,” said Newsom.
“Save a billion dollars a year in fuel. Talk about an
affordability agenda, that makes sense to me.”

The tKeplacement Tire Efficiency Program
sets limits on rolling resistance, whic

measures
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how much energy a tire requires to move along a
road. Tires with fgoywer rolling resistance can improve
a gasoline-powered vehicle’s fuel economy or extend
an electric vehicle’s driving range.

The first phase will take effect in 2029, setting
a maximum rolling resistance of 9.1 newtons per
kilonewton. A stricter limit of 7.2 newtons per
kilonewton will take effect in 2033.

The Energy Commission says the standards
will ensure that replacement tires are, on average,
at least as energy efficient as those installed on new
vehicles. The agency estimates the regulations will
save Californians nearly $1 billion annually in

asoline and electricity costs while reducing carbon
gioxide emissions by two million metric tons a year.

Some tire manufacturers, however, have raised
concerns about the effect on prices and product
availability. Goodyear estimates that about 70% of
replacement tires currently sold in California would
not meet the 2033 standard and argues that the
regulations could increase costs for consumers.

The Ener Commission estimates the
standards will add about $1.50 to the cost of
each tire during the first phase and $6.50 per tire
beginning in 2033. The commission projects that
a driver with a gasoline-powered vehicle could save
about $179 in fuel costs over the life of a set of tires
meeting the 2033 standard.

The regulations exempt several specialt
products, including competition, winter, used,
retreaded, motorcycle and certain off-road tires.
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By Ricky Richardson
antrilg(u}:‘ing Writer

Los Angeles, CA- Parents are probably
wondering how the summer season went by so
fast. It seems like only yesterday that students were
singing “School is Out for the Summer.”

The excitement of another school year is
upon us. Children have returned to campus to
continue their educational journey.

Excitement was in the air as hundreds of
arents and their children attended the 21st Annual
ack2School Community Health Resource Fair,
resented by Special Needs Network, Inc. and

Iéouncilwoman eather Hutt (CD-10). This highly
anticipated event was held at the Michelle and
Barack Obama Sports Complex, 5001 W. Obama
Boulevard (former Rodeo Road).

This free event helped families prepare
for the new school year by connecting them with
supportive community resources and engaging,
family-friendly activities.

oday’s festivities were organized by
Areva Martin, Civil Rights Attorney and Child
Advocate and partnersﬁip with Special Needs
Network, Inc. Areva is Founder and President of
Special Needs Network, Inc. (SNN), a nonprofit

The Valley's News Observer

Back2School Community Health

Resource Fair - Learning &
Empowerment for Children and Famiilies

grassroots organization, and played a pivotal role in
organizing the event. Special Needs Network Inc.
focuses on advocating for the rights of underserved
and marginalized communities, recognizing the
intersectionality of individuals with ~ disabilities
in the broader context of civil rights and racial
justice. This event was about celebrating learning,
empowerment, and community unity.

I was fortunate to attend this year’s iteration
of the Back2School Community Health Resource
Fair, which offered a variety of supportive services
and activities aimed at enhancing the well-being of
attendees.

Laughter permeated throughout the

rounds of the event. It does my heart good to see

%he smiles of kids and their parents strolﬁng around

the park. Everyone was able to access the necessary

tools and supportive resources for students to start

their academic and educational journey right with
confidence.

The program for the day consisted of free
backpacks, school supplies, face painting, arts and
crafts, bounce house, gealth and dental screenings,
free snacks and lots of water on this hot day, free
fresh fruits and vegetables, haircuts, manicures and
other beauty salon treatments for the young ladies,

Areva Martin, founder & President, SNN, City Councilwoman

Assemblyman Isaac G. Bryan, California State Assembly District 55 (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

7th Annual Leimert Park Jazz

By Ricky Richardson
C{ntribkizing Writer

Los Angeles, CA- The month of August will
be written in the jazz history books with a couple of
notations. The entry will include the postponement
of two jazz festivals. One of the festivals has been
produced for over three decades. The other festival
was making a debut with a magnificent showcase of
jazz, Latin Jazz, and Caribbean music throughout

os Angeles.

’m a person who has finally processed all of
this. 'm a person who sees this as the glass half full,
a Blessin% in disguise, or as a silver lining. Yes, ladies
and gentlemen, boys and gitls, this has brought
gﬁeater awareness and apEreciation of the vibrant,
thriving jazz scene in the “City of Angels.”

gljhe Leimert Park Jazz Festival, a celebration

of jazz, communit{, and culture, proves the
popularil% of jazz in Los Angeles and beyond.

is will mark the 7th Annual Leimert Park

Jazz Festival, which is Executive Produced by Diane

Robertson, in association with The World Stage.

Thousands of jazz aficionados, art patrons, and

foodies gather each year to enjoy the sounds of jazz,

art, and a variety of food options in the heart of the

African American community.
You are in for an unforgettable time while

relaxingand dancin%to musicof an intergenerational
lineup of artists, D] sets between performances,
Visual Arts Pavilion, Kid’s Zone witlg fun, family-
friendly hands-on activities, food court, wine and
beer lounge, Community Resources Zone, Leimert
Park Jazz Festival Merch Booth, and Music Artists
Merch Booth. These are the ingredients for a great
day in Leimert Park Village.

This year’s iteration of the Leimert Park
Jazz Festival is {leld on Saturday, August 29, 2026,
at Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza (Rooftop Parking
Deck), 3650 W. Martin Luther King Jr. %lvd, Los
Angeles, CA. 90008.

Rhonda Hamilton and José Rizo, KJAZZ,
88.1FM, return to host the 7th Annual Leimert
Park Jazz Festival.

This year’s headliner is José James, celebrating
100 years of Coltrane. José James reimagines the
genius of jazz’s spirit father with an electriéing new
tribute. Facing East is a soul-stirring homage to the
legendary saxophonist, John Coltrane.
Pianist, composer, and cultural steward
Bobby West is a living legend and central figure
in the Los Angeles jazz Continuum. His artistry
is deeply rooted in the legacy of Central Avenue
and Leimert Park, where he emerged as part of the
lineage shaped by the visionary influence of Horace

Heather Hutt (District 10), and

free food and entertainment. Interactive, engaging
games consisted of soccer and baseball techniques.

Assemblyman Isaac G. Bryan (California
Assembly District 55) and Los  Angeles City
Councilwoman Heather Hutt (District 10) were
a couple of distinﬁuished uests in attendance to
show support for this fantabulous event!

Derrius served as emcee, providing
important announcements and facilitating the
abﬁ)ity for guests to walk away with some amazing
door prizes. D] Honey was on deck providing an
eclectic soundtrack to enhance the festivities.

Chanel N. Grant, Autism Mom, Advocate,
Author, MBA & M. ED, Founder of M.O.D.Y.
Manifesto, was on site for a book reading. Ms.
Grant is the author of Michael Goes to School,
Carla’s Brilliant Brain, and James Finds His Voice.

The crowd and I were treated to the soulful
sounds of The D Four. This tight band is making
a name for themselves in Southern California
and beyond. They wowed an international crowd
of soccer fans during a stellar performance at the
historic Union Station for the FIFA World Cup Fan
Zone or Fan Fest.

“The success of the Back2School
Community Health Resource Fair served as a

Thursday, August 27, 2026

beacon of hope, bringing together and creatin,
opportunities }f)or all. Tt showcased the strength o
community collaboration and underscore§ the
importance of early intervention for equity and
empowerment. This annual gathering continues to
be a source of inspiration, reminding everyone that
ositive change is possible when communities unite
or a common purpose.” (Source: Special Needs
Network, Inc.)

Special Needs Network Inc. (SNN) is a
nonprofit grassroots organization responding to the
crisis of autism and other developmental disabilities
in underserved communities. SNN recognizes the
intersectionality of individuals with disabilities and
that their fight for disability rights is inextricably
tied to the f?ght for racial justice and civil rights of
all people.

Please feel free to reach out to Special
Needs Network, Inc. if you or someone you know
might be interested in more information ‘about the
organization and the wonderful services that the
provide. You can also reach out and connect wit
the Special Needs Network, Inc. on Facebook and
Instagram to find out about upcoming events.
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Festival Returns to the Village

7TH ANNUAL

FZZ

Tapscott.
Celebrating the Life and Music of Ryan
Porter, West Coast Get Down is the acclaimed,
groundbreakin% Los Angeles Collective whose
genre-defying blend of jazz, funk, soul, hip-hop
and fusion helped redefine modern jazz for a new
eneration. This special performance honors the
ife and legacy of trombonist, composer, and Los
Angeles native Ryan Porter (1979-2026).
Afro-Cuban percussionist, educator, and
cultural ambassador, Melena brings the rhythms
and traditions of Cuba to the festival. Through her
artistry and scholarship, she preserves and celebrates
the rich tradition of Afro-Cuban music while
bringing its energy to contemporary audiences.
Kenneth Brown II has already performed
alongside some of today’s most accomp iS%Cd artists
while developing a distinctive voice rooted in jazz
tradition and contemporary Black music. Kenneth
is blazing a distinct path as an exciting young artist.
Pullum Center Youth Jazz Band is a legendary
cultural institute in Leimert Park. Fernando Pullum
has mentored and inspired generations of youn
musicians throughout Los Angeles, helping launc
artistic careers wghile preserving the traditions and
values of jazz.

Special Needs Network Resource Booth (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

SATURDAYM

AUG 295 .

11:30 AM - 8:30 PM

y Rhondo Hamilten and José Rize of Klaz=z 848.1
with Dls Novena Carmel and Francesca Harding of KCRW

Details + FREE General Admission
Registration and VIP Tickets:
www leimertparkjazzfestival.org

Media Partners

ky Az @

Leimert Park Jazz Festival flyer, Courtesy Photo
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DODGER Skipper Dave Roberts speaks at the Harold and Carole Pump Foundation dinner

Magic Jobnson at Pump dinner

Harold and Carole Pump Foundation Delivers
an ‘Awesome Night' of Giving and Inspiration

By Earl Heath
ontributing Sports Writer

The Harold and Carole Pump Foundation
brought together sports stars, entertainers,
community leaders and major contributors for
an inspiring evening at the Beverly Hills Hilton,
raising awareness and support in the ongoing fight
against cancer.

The foundation’s mission is to raise funds and
awareness for the treatment and cure of cancer.
Through partnerships with the community, sports
leaders and others touched by the disease, the
organization supports cancer treatments, programs,
services and advanced medical technologies.

A Legacy of Giving

Magic J):)hnson helped set the tone for the
evening, emphasizing the importance of service and

egacy.

& X\When you bless others, thats when you're
doing something. Thats gonna be a part of your
legacy,” Johnson said while introducing Harold and
Carofe Pump Foundation co-founders Dana and
David Pump.

The brothers have built the foundation in
honor of their parents, Harold and Carole Pump.
Harold courageously battled cancer before his
f)assing in 200%, while Carole died in 2012. Their
ives and legacy inspired Dana and David to dedicate

I

Chargers Fall to 49ers,
,. -

themselves to helping others affected by cancer.
Working with™ the Northridge Hospital
Foundation, the Pump brothers have helped raise
more than $13.5 million to support the Carole
Pump Womens Center, the I—Farold & Carole

Pump Department of Radiation OnCOIOﬁ, the
Pu(rin Family Infusion Center and the Thomas
an

orothy Leavey Cancer Center at Northridge
Hospital Medical Center, along with other nonproi%t
community organizations.

Humanitarian Award Honors Gilbert and

Rowle

Tﬁis ear’s Humanitarian Award recognized
Dennis Gilbert and Nick Rowley for  their
commitment to giving back.

“Dennis Gilbert and Nick Rowley have
dedicated their lives to lifting others up, and we’re
proud to honor them with this year’s Humanitarian
Award,” Dana Pump said. “Their generosity and
commitment to making a difference reflect the spirit
of our foundation and the legacy of our parents.”

Gilbert’s philanthropic work includes serving as
founder and chairman of the Professional Baseball
Scouts Foundation, which has raised millions of
dollars for financially vulnerable scouts and their
families. He also financed the development of a
baseball field at Southwest Community College and
has served on Major League Baseball committees

Los Angeles Chargers QB Trey Lance In Jeopardy of Becoming Fven Bigger Draft Bust

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

The Los Angeles Chargers struggled in all
three phases Thursday night, falling 41-17 to the

San Francisco 49ers in a preseason matchup that
exposed costly mistakes on offense, defense and
special teams. The Chargers managed just eight first
downs and punted eight times. Their most explosive

involving salary arbitration and player diversity.

Gilbert has been a special assistant to the
chairman of the Chicago ite Sox since 2002. He
was recently named commissioner of Perfect Game
and founded the Believe in Baseball Foundation to
st;pport under}l))rivileged
life insurance business,
agent from 1979 to 2000.

Stars Share Personal Connections

The evening also featured heartfelt reflections
from entertainers and sports figures who spoke
about the importance of using their platforms to
help others.

Former Lifetime Achievement Award winner
Anthony Anderson shared a deeply personal
connection to the foundation’s mission.

“We’re supposed to use our platforms to better
our community and better ourselves,” Anderson
said. “You guys don’t know this about me, but I've
lost my biological father and four of his siblings
to cancer all within three to five years, so your
foundation means a lot to me because I believe in
what you're doing — raising money and raising
awareness.

Denzel Washington also praised the Pump
brothers for their longstanding commitment to
helping others.

«
ese two men have done more for more

ayers. Before entering the
ilbert worked as a sports

play came from Jacob Cowing, who returned a punt
83 yards for a touchdown, helping the 49ers turn a
frustrating night into a convincing victory.“We got
outplayed and we beat ourselves in all three phases,”
Chargers coach Jim Harbaugh said. “We have a
lot of things to work on.”Los Angeles, now 1-1
in the preseason, briefly made a push in the third
quarter, cutting the deficit to 20-9. Junior Colson
intercepted a pass from San Francisco quarterback
Adrian Martinez and returned it 16 yards for a
touchdown. Cameron Dicker’s extra-point attempt
went wide left, however.Dicker later connected on
a 21-yard field goal for the Chargers’ first offensive
points of the game.Herbert Gets Brief Look

Chargers quarterback Justin Herbert played
the opening series in his first preseason appearance.
He completed one of two passes, connecting with
Charlie Kolar for a 9-yard gain before Los Angeles
went three-and-out.

The bulk of the quarterback duties then fell
to Trey Lance. The former 49ers first-round pick
completed 10 of 16 passes for 73 yards.

Late in the game, Jerand Bradley caught a 28-
yard touchdown pass from D] Uiagalelei. Evan
Svoboda then connected with the Chargers’ defense
on a 2-point conversion attempt, completing the
scoring for Los Angeles.

Penalties Add to Chargers’ Problems

DPenalties proved especially costly for Los
Angeles. The Chargers were flagged seven times,
with four penalties coming on offense.

Early in the second quarter, a 21-yard
completion from Lance to Keaton Mitchell was

eople while asking for less credit than anyone I

now,” Washington said. “They have been very kind
to me, to my family, to my children. I love them like
they’re my brothers from another mother.”

The star-studded gathering included Dodgers
manager Dave Roberts and players Mookie Betts,
Kiké %—Iernéndez, Teoscar Hernandez, Andy Pages,
Miguel Rojas and Will Smith.

Guests also participated in silent and live
auctions featuring sports memorabilia, luxury travel
experiences, VIP tickets to major events and other
exclusive items.

A Legacy That Continues

Roberts” accepted the Lifetime Achievement
Award on behalf of the Dodgers and reflected on
the longevity of the Pump brothers’ work.

“\éhat David and Dana Pump have done, this
legacy doesn’t happen in five, 10 or 15 years. They
have the same entEusiasm and motivation 26 years
later,” Roberts said.

For the Harold and Carole Pump Foundation,
that enduring commitment remains central to its
mission: turning fpersonal loss into hope, resources
and opportunity for people and families affected by
cancer.

41-17 in Preseason Loss

erased by an illegal-formation penalty. An 18-yard
pass to Oronde Gadsden was later negated by an
illegal-shift call.

A 5-yard Lance run was also wiped out by an
illegal-formation penalty, while a Kimani Vidal run
was called back because of another illegal shift.

Those mental mistakes contributed to the
Chargers’ inability to sustain drives.

Linebacker Competition Continues

The Chargers’ inside linebacker competition
remains one of the areas to watch as the preseason
winds down.

Daiyan Henley, Denzel Perryman and Troy
Dye have emerged as the primary trio, leaving
Junior Colson and Marlowe Wax competing for
another roster spot.

Wax has continued to impress the coaching
staff with his intensity and effort, the same qualities
that helped him make the roster as an undrafted free
agent last season.

Colson, meanwhile, is working his way back
and will need to demonstrate his potential as an
athletic linebacker capable of contributing in
coverage. His performance against the Rams could
be important as the Chargers make their final roster
evaluations.

Injury Adds to Concerns

Chargers left tackle Branson Taylor suffered an
injury during the second quarter and did not return.

‘The Chargers will close the preseason against
the Los Angeles Rams at SoFi Stadium. The 49ers
will travel to Las Vegas next Thursday for their final
preseason game.

Dodgers Get Hot, Ride

By Earl Heath
Contributing Sports Writer

The Los Angeles Dodgers caught fire this
week, winning six consecutive games — tied for
their longest winning streak of the season — before
Atlanta ended the run with a 4-3 victory at Truist
Park.The streak began with a three-game sweep
of the Colorado I%ockies, with several Dodgers
delivering standout performances along the way.
Ohtani, Muncy Lead the Way

Shohei Oﬁtani continued to make an impact
at the plate, hitting three home runs and drivin
in five runs during the week while posting a 1.06§
OPS. He also homered in a 7-6 Dodgers victory.

Max Muncy was another major contributor,
belting two home runs and driving in seven runs
while posting a 1.312 OPS during the stretch.

n the mound, Tarik Skubal recorded 11
strikeouts in his first victory with the Dodgers.

The series finale against Colorado provided
another dramatic finish. §4ookie Betts homered and
capﬁed a three-hit performance with an RBI single
in the 10th inning, giving Los Angeles a 6-4 victory
and completing the sweep.

Kike Herndndez an homered, while Kyle
Tucker collected two hits as the Dodgers continued
their surge.

Braves End the Streak

Atlanta finally stopped the Dodgers’ winning

streak with a 4-3 victory.

The Braves jumped out to a 3-0 lead against
Tyler Glasnow, who was making his first major
league start in 3% months. Glasnow settled down
after the early trouble, allowing only two additional
hits over his five-inning outing.

The right-hander struck out seven, walked
none and threw 89 pitches.

Atlanta’s decisive run came in the eighth
inning. Matt Olson led off with a double against
Dodgers reliever Tanner Scott. Mauricio Dubén
moved Olson to third on a broken-bat grounder,
and Michael Harris II was unable to bring him
home with a weak grounder back to the mound.

Ozzie Albies tﬁen delivered the game-winning
hit, lining a ball to center field.

Ohtani Nearly Sparks a Comeback

‘The Dodgers had one final opportunity in the
ninth.

Ohtani opened the inning by tripling off the
left-field wall against Raisel Iglesias, but Los Angeles
could not bring him home.glglesias closed out the
game for his 28th save in 31 op(i)ortunities.

Despite the loss, the Dodgers’ six-game run
showed signs of an offense finding its thythm, with
Ohtani, Muncy, Betts and others providing timely
power and production.

e challenge now is maintaining that
momentum as the Dodgers continue their push
through the season.

ix-Game Winning Streak

Photo: Ross Turteltaub / Getty Images Sport / Getty Images
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As the Inglewood “Unified School District
(IUSD) opened its doors for the 2026—27 school
year on Monday, August 17, district leadership
stood on the thresholc? of a historic turning point.
Backed by all 153 standards met on its latest
Financial Crisis and Management Assistance Team
(FCMAT) review and a 95% first-day attendance
rate, the district is within arm’s reach of returning
to local gﬁ)vernance after nearly 14 years under state
receivership.

As é)ounty Administrator James Morris
explained in an exclusive interview with the Los
Angeles News Observer, exitin receivershiﬁ requires
maintaining these operational systems through a
final FCM%\T review in January 2027 before the
elected Board of Education regains voting authority.

Beneath the optimism lie enduring hurdles,
including steep historical enrollment declines
from roughly 18,000 students in 2000 down to
approximately 6,000 this school year, ongoin
staffing vacancies in special education, an
community anxieties regarding immigration

By Marion Apio
C?J,m‘r

INGLEWC
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enforcement.

Where IUSD Stands: 14 Years of Receivership
Nears Its Final Review

Placed into state receivership in 2012 after
tumbling into severe financial distress that
necessitated a state emergency loan, IUSD lost its
locally elected school board’s voting authority, with
state-appointed administrators holding decision-
making power. In the district’s latest FCMAT
assessment, IUSD successfully met all 153 standards
across financial management, facilities, personnel,
pupil achievement, and community relations.

Morris explained that the FCMAT review team
will return inl_]‘gnuar 2027 to verify that systems—
such as monthly util}ilg bill monitoring committees
and periodic HVAC maintenance checklists—

By Ricky Richardson
C}(I)ntributing Writer
Los Angeles, CA- The skies over South
L.A. shone brightly on a recent evening. Los
Angeles Mayor KZu‘en Bass, Councilmember
Heather Hutt (District 10), and Daniel Tarica, Los
Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs General
Manager, were joined by a full house of community
stakeholders for the  ribbon-cutting for the
reopening of the Vision Theatre Performing Arts
Center (_H-}SPAC). 'This monumental occasion was
held on Thursday, August 20, 2026.

Originally opened in 1931, this cultural gem
has served as a cultural and community gatherin,
place. Today’s event helped usher in ‘a surge o
artistic, cultural, and creative energy to the iconic
theatre with a storybook history of arts in Leimert

Park Villa%g

eopening of the landmark theatre has
been a long time coming---the city of Los Angeles
began renovations in 2011. It’s expected to pump
new life and money into Leimert Park Village, an
area known as the black cultural arts center of Los
Angeles and home to dozens of small businesses.

A diverse group of artists, performers,
cultural organizations, Leimert Park ‘merchants,
and community members were in attendance for
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Inglewood Unified Enters New School Year With
Local Control In Sight, But Questions Linger
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A photo of Inglewood High School under
construction. (Photo by Marion Apio)

remain firmly entrenched. Upon successful review,
the district will officially exit receivership.

“Absolutely nothing is going to derail that
timeline. It is going to happen. Last year, when
FCMAT did their review, they saw that we had
systems in place to meet each of the standards. We
just have to make sure we maintain those systems.”
iames Morris

Why the District Changed Dramatically:
Enrollment and Facility Overhauls

Behind the district’s capital momentum lies a
stark demographic shift, with enrollment dropping
from roughly 18,000 students to around &800
forcing painful administrative decisions regarding
school closures and consolidations, including the
merging of Worthington School and Woodworth-
Monroe, and the shuttering of specific middle and
elementary sites.

“We "can’t continue to operate all of these
schools. Why? Because there’s costs associated, and
every single one of our schools in Inglewood in
2023 had more than 50% capacity available.” James
Morris

To win back family confidence, TUSD has
instituted aggressive academic reforms, including
phonics-based  elementary reading  curricula,
modernized math programs, mandatory training
institutes for teachers and principals, and formative
assessments every six to eight weeks.

To measure academic progress alongside these
curricular shifts, recent district assessments indicate
incremental gains: elementary reading }O)roﬁciency
on formative benchmarks has risen by 4% over the
past year, while middle school math scores show
steady upward trends following the implementation
of targeted intervention blocks. However, district
ofﬁcia%s acknowledge that overall proficiency
rates remain below pre-receivership benchmarks,

signaling that closing the achievement gap will
require sustained multi-year effort.

Infrastructure  has undergone an equally
dramatic transformation. When Morris arrived in
January 2023, he encountered severe deterioration,
including a high school stair skid guard held on by
duct tape and an emergency school closure caused
by a ruptured gas main.

Utilizing voter-approved bonds from Measure I
(roughly $2§0 million to $235 million), the historic
1924 Inglewood High School campus at Manchester
Boulevard and Grevillea Avenue is currently 90%
demolished and being completely rebuilt. Students
currently share the Morningside campus under the
banner “Inglewood High School United” until the

James Morris poses for a photo with stl}zpr at the
Inglewood United™ School District Premises.
(Photo by Marion Apio)

new facility opens for the 2028-29 school year,
featuring a planned pedestrian bridge connecting
directly to the City of Inglewood’s $50 million
refurbishment of the Inglewood Public Library.

Furthermore, IUSD is placing Measure MM on
the November 3 ballot to fund ongoing district-wide
modernization—costing taxpayers approximately
$18.50 per $100,000 of assessed property value
annually—while celebrating three consecutive
bond rating upgrades that lower taxpayer borrowing
costs. On the operational front, Morris noted that
while recent 10% competitive salary increases have
bolstered staff retention, vacancies remain persistent
in specialized areas such as special education, where
substitute teachers continue to fill critical classroom
roles.

What Happens Next: Returning to Local
Control and Rebuilding Trust

As the district counts down to the final
FCMAT review in January 2027, Morris outlined
the profound shift that local control will restore:

The Vision Theatre Performing
Center Reopened in South L.A.

Thursday, August 27, 2026

the elected five-member Board of Education will
regain its full voting authority and hire a permanent
superintendent, ending years of appointed state
oversight and returning ultimate decision-makin,
power, policy oversight, and budget approva
directly to the community’s elected representatives.

Addressing community anxieties surrounding
shifting  demographics = and  immigration
enforcement, Morris highlighted a notable dip in the
district’s newcomer stuﬁent population (stu(fents in
the country for three years or less), which dropped
from roughly 400 annually down to 200 last year.
To ease fears among mixed-status families, [USD
has implemented robust campus privacy protocols

ased on_state model policies, backed {)y a direct
message from leadership:

e don’t collect any documentation about
citizenship. We don’t collect any of that information.
We don't have access to that information. We don’t
want that information. We want your children. We
want them in school, and we want to give them the
best education that we possibly can.” ]%Lmes Morris

Through dedicated web resources and
partnerships with community organizations and
the Inglewood Educational Foundation, IUSD also
provides basic necessities such as clothing, shoes,
and backpacks via community closets established
across seven grant-funded community schools.

As TUSD stands on the threshold of its final
FCMAT review in January 2027, the districts
return to local governance’ after nearly 14 years
under receivership represents a historic’ milestone.
Maintaining the rigorous operational systems
that secured this progress wiﬁ be the defining
final step in restoring full voting authority to the
elected Board of Education and returning ultimate
decision-making power directly to the Inglewood
community.

R
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James Morris shows the FCMAT Score Chat
jur.njnary at IUSD Premises. (Photo by Marion
Ipio
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the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
I have always stated that events in South
L.A. arent complete without a performance by
S.H.IN.E Mawusi. They performed an African
Procession and Call to Gather in the lobby as guests
arrived for the program.
Welcome remarks were presented by Daniel
Tarica, Department of Cultural Affairs ‘General
Manager, Mayor Karen Bass, and Councilmember

Heather Hutt (District 10). This was followed by
the official Cutting of the Ribbon.
The ce%e

bration marked the reopening
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GOOD NEWS
SEMINARY, INC.

Equipping Leaders

7 Lets Start
Together

At Good News Seminary, Inc.,
we prepare men and women
to walk in purpose, rise in leadership,
and make a lasting impact
for the Kingdom of God.

Advancing the Kingdom

-

@ Supportive Christian Community
@ Flexible Learning Opportunities

@ Preparing You for Your God-Given
Purpose
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@ Biblical & Theological Education YOUR JOURNEY
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seeking growth, or preparing
for greater impact,
we are here to help you
fulfill your destiny.

A BE EQUIPPED. BE EMPOWERED.
ENROLL TODAY! Step into your future, Make a difference for the Kingdom!
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@ https://goodnewsinc.college/ 209-605-8777 *w ST y

BUILD KNOWLEDGE. STRENGTHEN FAITH. CHANGE THE WORLD.

Spirit Chorale Singing (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

of the 729-seat Vision Theatre Performing Arts
Center following a nearly $40 million restoration
and renovation” that combines the preservation
of the theatre’s historic Art Deco ‘architecture
with state-of-the-art upgrades. The event will also
feature performances by prominent local artists and
arts organizations and a_screening of the Oscar®-
winning animated short film Hair Love by Matthew
A. Cherry.

Additional remarks were delivered by
Director Nicki Genovese and Yvonne Farrow, Co-
Director, VISPAC. Next up was the Reading of
the Land Acknowledgement and Immigrant Lgbor
Contribution.

Dr. Maulana Karenga performed the Pouring
of Libation to Ancestors, followed by Invocation
and Blessing by Pastor, Reverend Lisa Meggs, Los
Angeles Third Church of Spiritual Living.

This event highlights the Vision Theatre’s
new partnership between the City of Los Angeles
Department of Cultural Affairs "and Where Art
Can Occur (WACO), Theater Center, co-founded
by Richard Lawson and Tina Knowles. Shay
\%afer, Executive Director of WACO Theatre
Center, spoke of the group’s plans to offer a soft
opening of programming in a couple of months.

AC(§ Theater Center will support community
activations, community productions, theater

rentals, arts education, and a wide variety of cultural

Karen A. Clark (Photo by Ricky Richardson)

Mayor Karen Bass, Daniel Tarica, DCA General
Manager, and Councilmember Heather Hutt
(Photo by Ricky Richardson)

programming!!!

The crowd and I were thoroughly entertained
by the captivating performances %Spirit Chorale
Smgingi,{ ula Washington Dance Theater, Karen A.
Clark, Robey Theater Company, and closed out the
program on a rousing musical note consisting of the
talented Fernando Pullum Community Orchestra.
This is a small sample of the hig{?ly anticipated
}():rogramming at the Vision Theatre Performing Arts

enter.

The Vision Theatre is a lar%e neighborhood
movie palace, a 1931 Spanish-style Art Deco wonder
that has retained its im&)ortance to the community
for ninety-five years. It opened as the Leimert
Theatre on April 21, 1932, and was operated by
Fox West Coast Theaters. Designed in the classic
Southern California streamlined Spanish Colonial
style, the tall steel frame on top of the lower stucco-
clad tower ori%inally had the theater’s name on it,
serving as a cultural landmark for the area.

e theater was purchased by the Jehovah’s
Witnesses in 1977 and renamed the Watchtower.
Actress Marla Gibbs purchased the theater in 1990
and renamed it the Vision Theatre. The theater
fell on hard times in 1992 during the economic
recession, which hit this area of Los Angeles
especially. The bank foreclosed on the property
in 1997, and the City took it over in 19P99. The
theater was later converted into a performin% arts
center offering programming in its upper and Tower
lobbies.

Re-branded the Vision Theatre Performing
Arts Center (VISPAC), DCA’s goals are to provide
a performing arts venue for local and professional
performing “arts presentations and productions;
youth arts education and training center for youn
talent reflective of the surroun(%ng Leimert Par
and Baldwin Hills community; to produce and
present diverse world class theater, music, film, and
dance concert productions, in addition to providing
a homeplace for cultural forums and community
convenings.




